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PREFACHE,

The work of preparing for publication the Official Records of the
Union and Confederate navies, which was begun July 7, 1884, was
organized under the superintendency of Prof. J. R. Soley, U, S. Navy,
at that time librarian of the Navy Department, afterwards Assistant
Secretary of the Navy. '

In August, 1890, the work of collecting these records and their clas.
sification was ably continued by his successor, Tieutenant-Commander
I*, M. Wise, U. S. Navy, who, having received orders to sea, wans relieved
by Lientenant-Commander Richard Rush, U. 8. Navy, in May, 1893,

The long-delayed publication was finally authorized by act of
Congress approved July 31, 1894, and begun by Mr. Rush. The
first five volumes were published under his efiicient administration,
and the important duty of organizing the office for the distribution
of these volumes was accomplished.

In Mareh, 1897, Mr. Rush, having been ordered to sea, was succeeded
by Professor Iidward K. Rawson, U, S. Navy, as superintendent.

On December 8, 1899, Licutenant-Commander George I’. Colvoco-

- resses, U, 3, Navy, was ordered to duty in connection with the compi-
Jation and publication of the Records.

No change is contemplated at present in the outline of the plan of
publication as approved by the Department. This plan ineludes only
the use of such material as may be certified to be contemporaneous
naval records of the war, which is divided into three series, in the
following order of arrangement:

I, The first serics embrices the reports, orders, and correspondence,
both Union and Confederate, relating to all naval operations on the
Atlantic and Gulf coasts and inland waters of the United States
during the war of the rebellion, together with the operations of
vessels acting singly, either as cruisers or privateers, in different
parts ot the . orld. These reports are accompanied by occasional
maps and diagrams, -

In this series the papers are arranged according to squadrons and
flotillas, chronologically; and, as far as possible, the Union reports
of any events are immediately followed by the Confederate reports.

X1



X1 PREFACE.

II. The second series embraces the reports, orders, and correspond-
ence relating to—

1, The condition of the Union Navy in 1861, before the com-
mencement of hostilities, and to its inerease during the progress
of the war, including the annual and special reports of the
Secretary of the Navy and chiefs of the various bureaus.

2. The construction and outfit of the Confederate Navy, includ-
ing privateers, setting forth also the annual and special reports
of the Confederate Secretary of the Navy and chiefs of bureaus.

3. Statistical data of all vessels, Union and Confederate, as
far as can be obtained. .

4, Returng of naval and military property captured by the
navies of both sides during the war,

b, Correspondence relating to naval prisoners.

This series is also arranged chronologically in each of the above
sections, as far as practicable,

1IT. The third series embraces all reports, orders, correspondence,
and returns of the Union and Confederate authorities not specially
relating to the matter of the firat and second series.

It is the intention of the Department to introduce throughout the
volumes of the differer* series illustrations of each class or type of
vessels referred to, in order to preserve the identity of these ships
as they actually appeared during the war. These cuts have been
reproduced cither from photographs of the vessels themselves or
from the carefully prepared drawings made from official sources,

Much difficulty has been found in collecting the records, for, while
the official reports of commanders of fleets and of vessels acting singly
are on file in the Navy Department, it is found that the corresﬁondence
between flag-officers and their subordinates is frequently missing,
Without this squadron correspondence thg historical value of the work
would mnecessarily be impaired, and thq Department therefore has
spared 1o pains to securc the letter books and papers bf the chief actors
on both sides. These papers have for the most part been obtained, and
they have been copiously used in the compilation of the work. The
reports of the Union commanders are full and fairly complete, It is to
be regretted, however, that the Confederate records are not equally
complete, due to the great difficulty found in collecting them, and also
to the fact that a large part of the archives of the Confederate Navy
Department was burned at the close of the war. Frequent careful
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searches throughout various parts of the country, conducted by a
gpecial agent of the Department, have brought to light many dupli-
cates of these papers, found among tue personal files of participants.
It is hoped that the publication will revive the interest of participants
in the events referred to, and lead them to bring to the notice of the
Departinent the whereabouts of any papers bearing upon naval opera-
tions in the civil war of which they may have knowledge.

The eleventh volume of the recocds (Series I, vol. 11), which has
recently been published by the Gepartment, gives the operations of the
North -Atlantic Blockading Squadron from October 28, 1864, to I'eb-
ruary 1, 1865, The present volume (Series I, vol. 12) gives the opera-
tions of the North Atlantic Blockading Squadron from FFebruary 2 to
August 3, 1865; and the operations of the South Atlantic Blockading
Squadron from October 29, 1861, to May 13, 1862,

The reports and correspondence are placed chronologically, with a
distinct heading for every paper. In the record of events in which
both sides took part, the Confederate reports (where they could be
obtained) immediately follow the Union reports, while the miscellane-
ous Confederate correspondence i8 placed at the end of the volume,
Reference to the table of contents will show the context of these Con-
federate papers. It is believed that the chronological arrangement of
the records, in connection with the full and complete index to each vol.
ume, will afford mnplg means of referenco to its contents without other
subdivision or classification. In raports of special or single events,
in which the papers bear specific relation to those events, the chrono-
logical order has been somewhat modified, and such documents have
been placed together in the compilation.

‘ EpwArDp K. RAWSON,
GEORGE ', COLVOOORESSES,
CHARLES W, STEWART,

Compilers,
NAVY DEPARTMENT,
Wuslum/ton, D. (,. |1ml 1901,

NOTE.-—The follo“ mg is an extra.(,t from th(, Luv govermng thé- ({is‘
tribution of the sets comprising the pubhmtlon (act of Congress
approved July 31, 1894): g

* * * Of said number, six thousand eight hundred and forty
copies shall be for the use of the House of Representatives, two thou-
sand one hundred and twelve coples for the use of the Senate, and one
thousand and forty-eight copies for the use of the Navy Department
and for distribution by the Secretary of the Navy among ofticers of the
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Navy and contributors to the work, The quotas herein authorized of
said publication for the Senate and House of Representatives shall be
sent by the Secretary of the Navy to such libraries, organizations, and
individuals as may be designated by the Senators, Representatives, and
Delegates of the Fifty-third Congress, it being the purpose of this dis-
tribution herein provided for to place these records in public libraries,
and with permanent organizations having libraries, so far as such
libraries may exist in the several States and Territories, Each Senator
shall designate not exceeding twenty-four and each Representative and
Delegate not exceeding nineteen of such addresses, and the volumes
shall be sent thereto from time to time, as they are published, until the
publication i3 completed; and all sets that may not be ordered to be
distributed as provided herein shall be sold by the Secretary of the
. Navy for cost of publication, with ten per centum added thereto, and
the proceeds of such sale shall be covered into the Treasury, If two
or more sets of said volumes are ordered to the same address, the
Secretary of the Navy shall inform the Senators, Representatives, or
Delegates who have designated the same, who thereupon may desig-
nate other libraries, organizations, or individuals. The Secretary of the
Navy shall inform distributees at whose instance the volumes are sent,

The following joint resolution regarding the distribution of the work
was approved January 30, 1896:

Resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United
States of America in Qongress assemblod, That the Secretary of the Navy
be, and he is hereby, authorized and directed to send the undistributed
copies of the Official Records of the War of thie Rebellion, both of the
- Union and of the Oonfederate navies, to such libraries, organizations,
and individuals as may be designated before the meeting of the next
Congress by the Representatives in the IMifty-fourth Congress of the
districts whose Representatives in the Fifty-third Congress failed to
designate the distributees of their quota of said Official Records, or
any part thereof, as authorized by the act of Congress approved July
thirty.first, eighteen hundred and ninety-four, and the joint resolution
approved March second, eighteen hundred and ninety-five, to the extent
and in the manner and form provided in said act. '

The following is an extract from the act of Congress of May 28, 1894,
which increased the edition from 10,000 to 11,000 copies:

* * * Tor printing, binding, and wrapping one thousand addi-
tional copies of series one, volumes one, two, three, and four, for sup-
plying officers of the NaVvy who have not received the work, two
thousand four hundred dollars, ,



ORDER OF COMPILATION OF NAVAL WAR RECORDS.

~

SERIKES I

ot

. Operations of the Cruisers, 1861-1865,

Union crulsers,
West India (Flying) Squadron, under Acting Rear-Admiral Wilkes, U, S, N., 1862-1863,
West India (Flying) Squadron, under Acting Rear-Admiral Lardner, 1, 8, \' 186'1-1864,
Confederate cruisera and privateers,

[\

. Operations in tho Gulf of Mexico, Januury to June 7, 1881, .
Surrender of the Pensacola Navy Yard,
Cooporation of the Navy in the relief of Fort Pickens,

3. Operations on the Atlantic Coast, January to May 13, 1861,

Cooporation of the Navy in the attempts to relieve Fort Sumter.
Abandonment and destruction of the Norfolk Navy Yard,
Home Squadron, under Flag-Officer P’endorgrast, U, 8, N.

P~

-

. Operations on the Potomac and Rappahannock Rivors, 18611865,

Potomae Flotiila, under Commander Ward, U. S, Ny, 1881,
Potomae Flotilla, under Captain Oraven, U, 8. N,, 1861, .
Potomac Flotilly, under Lieutenant Wyman, U, S, N., 1861-1862,
Potomac Flotilla, under Commodore Harwood, U. S, N, 1862-1863,
Potomac Flotilla, under Commander Parker, U, 5, N, 1883-1865,

B Atluul.idl&lockuding Squadrons, 1861-1865,

Atlantie Bluokading %quadron. under Flag.Officer Stringham, U, 8, Ny, May 13 (o Sopt. 24, 1861,
West India Squadron, under Flag-Ofiicer Pendergraat, U, 8, N., 1861, .

Naval Defonacs of Virginia and North Carolina, undor Flag-Officer Bnrron ¢. 8. N,

Atlantio Blockading Sqiadron, under Flag-Qticer Goldaborongh U.8.N., 1861,

North"Atlaiitio Blockading Sauadron, under Rear-Admiral Goldshorough, 1.8, N, lbOl 1862,
Naval Defenses of vugmm and North Carolina, under Flag-Oficer Lynch, C. 8. N,
James River Squadron, under Flag. -Officer Buchanan, C. 8, N,

James River Squadron, under Flag-Officer ‘Cattnall, C. 8. N,

James River Flotilla, wnder Commodore Wilkes, U, S. N., 1862,

North Atlantio Blockading Squadron, under Acting Rear-Admiral Leoe, U, 8. N., 1862-1804,
James River 8quadron, under Flag- Officors Forrest and Mitohel), ¢, 8. N,

* Naval Defonses Inland Wators of North Carolina, under Commander Pinknoy, C. 8. N,

* Naval Defensca Capo Feur River, North Carolina, under Flng ()ﬂicor Lynel, C. 8. N,
North Atlantic Blocknding Sijusdron, under Rear- Admiral Portér, U, 8. N, 1864-1865,

James River Squadron, under Flag-Ofilcora Mitchell and Semmes, C. 5, N,

* Naval'Deéfenaos Cape Fear River, North Carolina, under Flag.Officer Pinkney, €. 8,
North Aflantio ‘Blockading Squadron, under Acting Rear-Admiral Radford, U, 8, N., 1805.
South Atlantfe Blockading Squadron, under Rear-Admiral Du Pont, U, 8, N., 1861-1863,

* Naval Defensea ¢f South Uarolina and Georgia, under Flag-Oftficer Tattnall, ¢. 8. N

* Naval Dofonses of Charleston Iarbor, South Carolina, under Flag-Ofcer Ingrnhum C.8.N,
south Atlantic Blockading Squadron, under Reéar-Admiral Dnhlgren. U. 8. N., 18631865,

* Naval Defenacs of Charleston Harbor, South Carolina, under Flag.Officer Tucker, C. 8. N,

Naval Dofenses of Savannah, Gn., under Flag-Officers Hunter and Tattnall, C. S. N,

'

*The Confederate material under this hed Js very scant. It is thorefore hoped that those who
havo any Confederate naval dooumernts iipon tho subject will communicate with the Offico of Naval
War Records, Navy Department, Washington, D. C,

Xy
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6. Gulf Blockading Squadrons, 1861-1865.

Gulf Blockading Squadron, under Flag-Offier Morvine, U, S, N,,1861.
Gulf Blocking Squadron, under Flag-Officer MoKean, U. 8, N, 1861-1862,
* Misiissippi River Defenses, under Flag-Officer Hollins, €. 8. N,
East Gult’ Blockading Squadron, nnder Flag-Oficer MoKean, U. 8, N.; 1862,
East Gulf Blookadlng Squadron; under Acting Rear-Admiral Lardner, U. 8. N, 1862,
East Gulf Blockading Squadron, under Aocting Rear-Admiral Balley, U.8.N., 1362-1864,
East Gulf Blockading 8quadron, under Captain Greene, U, S. N, 1864,
East Gulf Blockading Squadron, under Acting Rear-Admiral Stribling, U. 8, N., 1864-1865,
West Giilf Blockading Squadron, under Flag-Officer Farragut, U. 8. N, 1862-1863.
Mortar Flotilla, under Commander Porter, U, S, N, 1862,
Lower Mississippi River Defensos, ander Commander J. K. Mitohell, C. §. N, 1862,
* Mobile Dejcuses, under Flag-Officer Randolph, 0.8, N.
Trans-Mississippi Marine Departmont, under Major Leon smith; 0.'S, A,
West Gull Blockading Squadron, undor Commodore Bel), (7. 8. N, (ad interim), 1863
West Gulf Blookading Squadron, under Rear-Admiral Farragut, U. S, N, 1864,
* Mobile Defenses, under Admiral Buchanan, C, 8, N,
Weat Gulf Blookading Squadron, under Commodore Palmer, U, 8, N., 1864-1865,
West Gulf Blockading Squadron, under Aoting Rear-Admiral Thatcher, U, 5. N., 1885,
* Mobile Defenses, under Flag-Officer Farrand, 0.8, N.

7. Operations on the Western Rivers, 1861-1865,

Naval Forces on Western Waters, under Commaider Rodgers, U. S, N, 1861,
Naval Forces on Weatorn Waters, under Flag.-Oficer Foote, U, S. N,, 18611862
* Misslssippi River Defenses, under Flag-Officer Hollins, U, 8. N,
Naval Forceson Westorn Waters, under Flag-Officer Davis, U, 8. N, '1862,
* Missisaippl River Defense Fleot, under Captain Montgomery, O, 8. A.
* Miasissipp! River Detenses; under Commander R, F. Pinknay, C, 8. N,
* Mississippl River Defenses, under Flag-Officer Lyneh,; C, 8. N,
Misaissippl Squadron, under Rear-Admiral Povter, U, 8, N, 18621884,
Missiasippl Squadron, under Aoting Roar-Admiral Lee, U, 8, N, 18641865,
* Naval Defeuses of Rod River, Loulsiana, under Lieutenant J, H, Carter, 0. 5. N,

* The Confederate material under this head is very scant. It i therefore hoped that thuse who
have any Confederate naval documents upon the sibjeot will communicate with the Ottice of Na/at
‘War Records, Navy Department, Washington, D, 0,



UNITED

STATES VESSELS OF WAR SERVING )
ADING SQUADRON, FEBRUARY ¢ T AUGUST 3, 135,

IN THE NORTII ATLANTIO BILOCK.

Name Rate. Tonnago, Class. Crow. | Guns.
Advance...... B S .| Fourth ... 880 | Side.wheel steamor......... 08 4
AGAWAM . .ovvviueecniiiann. ..| Third.... 1 PO | . 5 10
Alabama...oivveiniiiiiiaa.s Third..... 1,264 |...,.do....... vevsesiens ceeeaaa. 144 10
Albemarle c.oviuieiananna., ..| Fourth .., 200 | SChOOMOr .evunuvereeereniereans 22 1..... .
Alpha*

ANOMONO cvevvtiaenninennnas ..| ¥ourth ... 156 | Scrow ateamer ........cevvese.. 30 4
:% 3 (1] eeines| Third...,. 820 . ot dOivansieinencitiiianerannas 09 7
Arletta.o..oiivivevieeioo..| Fourth .., 109 | Mortarachoonor....... 30 2
Atlanta..eeeeciiniinienaacaend| Thirdo....| 1,008 | Ironolad steamer..... 143 4
Bat...oovveevenriniivanancnsa.o| Fourth ... 530 | Side-wheel steamer............ 82 3
Bello veeveervnreiorennssnaeee..| Fourth ... 60 | Screw steamer «....evvveeen.ns 24 2
Ben Morgan .....c.oceevvnn... | Fourth .,. 407 [ Ordnanco ship .oovevveeninni. 1 PR
Berborry +..vveevesvveeresns...| Fourth ... 163 | Scrow steamer ......oeaveue.n. 33 4
Blgnonia ...oovciviirinaineee. | Fourth ... k13 B I 1 R 41 H
Boxer.} ,

$711 {17 AN At I (/1111 4 1 | S 170 | Sido-wheel stoamer............ 32 3

Cambridgo...coivverrerencninss
CRBCO . eirvivrsnnmvranenssosesnss
COTOB cvvrenerrosnnercorannsanes
Chiarles Phelps ....
Chicopeo.........u..
Chimo...... vereree.
éhlppewa..............
Clematis.....voue....
CHAtOR covvvvieinnriinnas
Johasact. . iveiiiie it it i
Commotlore Barney....cevues.s
CommodoroHull.........o0u.,
Commodore Morrla.....cceeue..
Commodore Porty ..vovvvninnas
Corwin .ovuviverieriacanerennns
IPUBRAGE veveve ieiarnronastorans
Dawn. . ooiiiiiiiivinaranrennenss
Daylght.........
DOIAWATS covvviiiiienrinnanans
Delta .}

Dictator eeveieeieerrnneienenas
Dumbarton'..,.........
Emma.............
Eolus............
Epsilon.§
Eutaw........"
FabKeo vovevariinnivnnanarnnnie
Fort Donelson.....c.o..ieeees
Galenn, iy eeeiieriininrieannen
Gamma,f|

* Same ag Ploket Bout No, |,
t Formerly Tristram Shandy.

“esasscasens

Tristeees e

seevey

R R Ry

Third..
Fourth
Fourth
Fourth
Third..
Fourth
Fourth
Fourth
Fourth
Fourth
Fourth
Fourth
Fourth
Fourth
Fourth
Fourth
Fourth
Fourth

Scoonil
Fourth

Fourth

Third..

Fourth
Third .
Third. .

|

ver
“ee
vee
vee
evs
e
e
e
s
e
cos
e
Xy
Yy
e
“es

ver

Fourth ...

e

.

v

e

ces

Y

N W R—vor, 1)———-II

858
614
144
462
074
614
507
200

50
100
513
370
592
513
545
901
082
kLY

3,088
700
360
M4

0556
000
000
738

Samo as Piokot Boat No, 4,
Samo ng Picket Boat No, b,

Scrow steamer ........ .
Ironclnd steamen....
Scrow ateamer .....
Supply ship.........
Stdo-whoel steamer............
Tronclad steamer....... eleie.
Screw steamer .........
FEUEN I B
RPN {1, D

vese et
ceevae

Cesesatven

essecasesrian
R R N

Y| 1 T

Side-wheel ateamer....... ...,

D T
B | U
(oast:-Survey stecamer.........
Screw ateamer ..........

PR ' D S
cesendo.,..
Side.wheel nteamer............

tessrrenssansierearnee

Ironclad steamor. ...
Side.-wheel steamer............
Scrow ateamer ......ocevvanenn
Side-wheel steamer.......0i...

evervesnes

Screw ateamer ...........
‘Sldo-wheel ateamer............
Sorew ateamer ...ovevevinionn.

174
00
70
b3

Xvit

o GO IS

10

7
1

Ii Snmo an Pleket Doat No, 3,



XVIII LIST OF UNITED STATES VESSELS OF WAR.

United States vessels of war serving in the North Atlanlio Blockading Squadron, February

2 to August 3, 1865—Continued.

Name. Rate. |Tonnage, Cilass. Crow, | Guns,
General Putnam ............... Tourth ... 149 | Side-wheel steamer............ 32 4
Gettysburg....................} Fourth ... KT O 1 99 7
Glance...coiiveniiininneannn, Fourth ... 80 | Scrow steamer................. 4.,
Governor Buckingham......... Chird.... 886 |..... do..... PP 112 6
Granite.....ovvveeniiiiiiin. ., Fourth ..., 75 | Salling sloop.....oiviiiiii. 15 1
Harcourt ............... R Fourth .. .? 75 | Screw steamer ............. 68 |..eounn
Henry Brinker ......5c........ Fourth ... 108 f..... AOeevneviiiiiiesennneaans 18 1
HenryJanes .........ooovvvenes Tourth ... 261 | Schooner......vvveeennniiis 41 0
)2 127,) Ceveives Fourth ... 301 | Side-wheel steamer.. ......... 09 2
Howquah.o...ooioiniiaiaaiin, Fourth... 307 | Screw steamer ............... 65 4
Hoyt ..ovvvannnn eereraeae s Fourth ... 10 .o.o.doseeeaaa.., Vebesreiereiaes 6 liaeeens
Tunchback . ...ouverenininn. ... Fourth ... 517 | Side-wheel steamor..........., 90 7
Huron............ ientrennsnans Yourth ... B07 | Scrow steaimer ... ... ..., 70 [}
Toaco .......... rbeeete e Third,.... 074 | Side-wheel steamer............ 164 10
Isaac N.Seymour.............. Fourth ... L P | U 80 2
Jolm L, Lockwood . .......... . Fourth ... 180 {.....do..... Cresreieieree e, .o i} 8
Kan#as voeeeeveeensin i Tourth ... 693 | Serow sleamer cov.viviiaiai., 108 8
Keyatono 8tate .......o.out Third..... 1,364 | Side-wheel atoamer............ 163 10
Lehigh coevviiiie i Fourth ... 814 | Ironclad ateamer .............. 93 2
Lenapeo cooveeneiiiiniiiiianan, Third...., 074 | Slde-wheel steamer............ 147 10
) 0 1 U S A S Yourth ... 120 | Screw steamer ..ivcnviiiian, 17 2
TAllan. ..o, Yourth .., 630 | Side-wheel steamer.......... . 03 2
Lite Ads . eivveeenneininanens Tourth ... 106 | Sorow ateainer ....o.vius.een .. K| 2
Mackinaw ...vvvvnnrnnnnnninns Third..... 974 | Side-wheel ateamer............ 145 .10
MALOPAC. c.vvvviiivinaini i, | Tourth ... 1,034 | Ironclad steamer. ............ 92 2
MalVOrn ¢ ereinerieeeienneens TFourth ... 627 | 8ide-whool steamor............ 08 3
Maratanza,......oooov il Third..... (52 I () veseeee 111 6
Martin..eore oo ivaiiiinnens Fourth ... 35 | Scrow steamer ......... eriees Dleeense
Maasasolt,....ooooooiiiai., Third..... 074 | Slde-wheel steamer............ 141 10,
Mattabesott ...l Third..... L £ O | U T ' 146 10
MANIIEO +onreereneennereroianns ' Fourth . 4 523 | Herew steamer vo.eeoiaiiiaan, 00 0
Mendota...ooerveiiiiniinnns, Third..... 074 | Side-wheel steamer,........ .. 144 10
Minmicooviiiiiiiiiiiiivna... Third..... R [ S Y 134 8
Moceasin c.evevriieiiinnenn.... Tourth ... 102 | Serow steamer ..., P, 29 3
Monadnoolt vvovveinnininn,.. Third..... 1,564 i Ironclad steamor......v....... 146 4
Montauk .......oiiioanls. Fourth ... 844 .o, trerersaane 88 4
Montgomery. . oeeveennee.... Third,.... 787 | Sorow steamer ................ 110 (]
Monticello............. e Tourth ... 635 ' oo, Cererateereriieis 96 3
Mount Vernon................. Fourth ... 095 ... B0t ees e ereieuneininannss 60 6
Mount Washington,........... Yourth ... 600 Side-wheel steamer. ........ 40 1
Mystic,ooerereeniennin Fourth ...] -~ 0641 = Serow steameor ........q iaviees 65 7
Naunsemond ...oveeerenvnnin... Tourth ... 440 . Bido-whecl steamer. ........... 63 4
Now BOIno veuverinannnnn oue. Fourth ... 048 | Sorew steamer ................ 92 6
Now Ironaides..... Ciivieeeanas First ..... 8,480 * Ironclad steamer.............. 370 18
NyoKooeraiiniienemenivaeinees Fourth ... 503, Sorew SEAIOr «vueuirennn.... . 118 8
Onondaga. oo iinnninanin.. Seocond ... 1,250 | Ironclad steamer.,............ 130 4
08C00A seaeenreiviininiinnns .| Third..... 074 | Side-wheel steamor............ 145 10
Pawtuxet........ ST Thirdeewee] 074 |oeridomennnieeeniiiiien, ST Y BT
Pequot c..oiiiiiiiiiiiiin, Yourth ... 093 | Screw ateamer ...... .o e 180 12
Phlox........ Cereeethrereeaas Tourth ... 817 | Side-wheel stenmer............ 92 0.,
Picket Bont No. 1.............. Tourth .., b5 | Serow ateamoer. oo, [ PO
Ploket Boat No. B3.........ov.ss Fourth ... L P T PP P
Ploket Boat No.dovyiivyenni .| Fourth ... 60 JeearslOenerennns revesiiias Siiese I FORUON




LIST OF UNITED STATES VESSELS OF WAR.

XIxX

United States vessels of war serving in the North Atlantio Blookading Squadron, February
2, 1866, to August 8, 1866—Concluded.

Name. Rate. Tonnage. Class. Crew, | Guns.
Picket Boat No.6.......c...... Fourth ... 65 | Sorew steamer ..............: . 10.......
Picket Boat No.8............ ..{ Fourth ... [ O I 1 6l.......
Picket Launch No, 1 .......... Fourth ...|...... N PO PUDURRFEY PR DRI
Picket Lanrch No. 3 .......... Fourth ...|......o. i, Y NI P
Picket Lannch No, 4 .......... Fourth «.ofvieioeeeni]iviiiniineeeniaes viviiennneeai]ennnnn. B PO
Picket Launch No. 6 .......... Fourth ..o e bl
Picket Launch No. 6 .......... Fourth .. i i it ee e
PontooBUO . .cvesienncnennenann. Third..... 974 | Side-wheel ateamer............ 181 12
POPPY coenreenrvnnasaraaruanens Fourth ... 93 | Sorew steamer ................ 20 2
R.R.Cayler .............. «oo.| Third..... 1,202 |ooi o0 encnieeiiiiee e 164 12
REIOMBO voveeerereenvinarvanenss Fourth ... R L o P P 85 3
Renshaw (.o.vcieeivaenaionnn, Fourth ... 80 | Schooner............ cnmesriees PN
Republicee.cueiirunrivnnnnnaans Fourth ... 90 | Sorew steamer-...... PR ceeareet 1
RhodeIsland .........ccvueunne Second.... 1,617 | Side-wheel stoamer............ 167 -12
RoANOKG.covverranernarannns Firat...... 8,435 | Ironclad steamer.............. 347 [}
ROAD. ¢qurerennnnnnrrnannnnen. TFourth ... 360 | Storeship ...eeeee......i. vae 9 1
Saffrom.eseeierseeannens R, Fourth ... 73 | Sorew steamer ................ 16 1
Samuel Rotan.............0 ... Fourth ... 212 | Bailing schooner.............. 29 4
SANEAMON ..ovivarivenannnnnn.. Fourth ... 844 | Ironclad steamer.............. 86 2
Santiago de Caba............. Second.... 1,867 | Side-wheel steamer............ 143 i1
SABBACUB. circemnrcrerracannns Third..... L2 ) P U D 146 10
BAUZUS toveverercneinnrninnnnss Third..... 1,034 | XIronelad stoawmer......... Ceian 81 2
SeNneCh vaianniionss Ceeeseeanias Fourth .. 507 | Sorew steamer ............ Vees 00 (]
Shamrook.....covees. Ceeiaveaae Third..... 074 | 8ide.wheel ateamer............ 160 1
Shawmut «ovuereennns T Fourth ... 693 | Sorew ateamer ................ 36 8
)TN 00) ) B Fourth ... 700 | Side-wheel ateamer............ 112 6
Snowdrop..eeaiieeionn [P Fourth ... 125 | Screw steamer ................ 14 ) 2
Spuyten Duyvil........ocoo..0i Tourth ... )8 L P 22 f.iiees .
TRCONY veveeasaversneearnnnr.. | Third..... 974 | Side-wheel ateamer............ 146 .10
Toahoma tvevrvensnnnrnes eaeees Fourth ... 827 | Sorew ateamer ................ 6 6
T'ristram Bhandy...c....ov0n. Fourth .., 444 | Side-wheel steamer...... chenes 80 3
Unadilla...vvoneninnns ceneean Fourth ... 507 | Berew ateamer ........coovi.ns 81 6
Unft.oieeeerecesnanenannanine. | Fourth ... B L PO | 20 [o...n ’
Valloy Oty ..ceeinenannnnn. Fourth ... D31 D P P 48 ¢
Vicksburg........... veeeeee | Thivd....| 888 |eeiiidoeniiiin Cviesnd, I
Victorla ....... ireeereensauine Fourth ... 264 |..indoneinn e, e A 8
Watcheeericiveeneinnnennn. Fourth ... 3 TN [ SR ceieveees ool 2
Western World..ooovvnein.... Fourth ... YT S PR (- P S TN 29 6
Whitohead ...cocveennn... Fourth ... 139 |.....do....... veveieiienei 46 4
WHAOrness se.eueeereenennens. Fourth ... 320 | Side.-wheel asteamer............ 41 4
Willilam Badger ......... vieane Fourth ... 334 | Safling ship.e.ovveriiiiiiinan . 20 1
Wyaluslng..covieiieaan cereen Third..... 974 | Slde-wheel steamer. ........... 145 14
Wyandotte ...... cevesacrrrnas .| Fourth ... 458 | SOreW BOAMOL .. ..cveeerernnss 68 6
Wyoming...oeeuvvnnnn. vive-teo| Thind..... 997 |.....do..... ceverens eeesinaiaai 135 | 7
Yontio.eueeus...... Ceeieetiaes Fourth ... 693 |....cd0sernennnnn.. tesrensaines . 113 8
Young Amerioa ...............| Fourth ... VLTS IR I PO Ceeereneeenrena 13 2
Zeta* -
Z00AVE virnviieiaiaruannaonesas| Fourth ... 127 [eeeee@Oeeiiinanins 25 2

* Same as Ploket Boat No. 6.



LIST OF UNITED STATES VESSELS OF WAR.

XX
UNITED STATES VESSELS OF WAR SERVING IN THE S8OUTH ATLANTIC BRLOOKAD-
ING SQUADEON, OCTORBER 8%, 1861, TO MAY 13, 1562. -

Name RRate. Tonnage. Class, Crew, | Guns,
Albatross.....ooeveiniiiiina., Fourth 378 | Screw stedmer ..., .......... 68 b
S 1 e Coast-Survey schooner........J....... N R
Augusta...o.o.iiiiiiiiiiiiian Third.. ... 1,310 | Side-wheel steamer............ 130 9
Bibb..ooiiiiiiiiiniiiiii i Coast-Sarvey asteamer .........|oeeiieiineets
Blenville..eoveasinn..- ST Second. ... 1,658 | Side-wheel teamer............ 167 9
Courfer....sveenvreeieininennns Fourth ... 654 | Storeship..ccc.veiennniienan, 27 3
Cumberland ........c.ocouuve.. Second.... 1,726 | Sloopof War..ecaen.iiniiunn.. 288 24
CUTIBW weveericieaaeeeinanes Fourth ... 380 | Screw steamer ......... Cenenes 88 [.......
Currftuck ......ooovunnneinen Fourth ... 193 B | 1 A AP 62 b
Dale . ocovveiiiiiiiireniennnnn, Fourth ... 5066 | Sloopof war.............. casin 123 16
Daﬂlngmn ..................... Fourth .., 800 | Screw steamer ...... ...l..... 28 [.......
BTN Fourth ... 309 |..... d0..c..ve-. Ceebiereaaes Y 2
E.B Hale..oiieeeenieasiiainan Fourth ... 220 },....d0...... Ceemeeeianaanns 40 4
b ] 1 Fourth ... 341 | Side-wheéel steamer............0.... Vear 2
Flag ooeevieeereinaiimnnnnnnnns Third..... 938 | Screw steamer ................ 116 7
Flambeau......... Yy eae e Third . 850 Y1 (s A R g8 (5 2
FIOTIAR covvvarrerneennnienennns Thid..... 1,281 | Side.wheel steamer.......... 18 9
G.W.Blunt..oveveveniaianan PFourth ... 121 | Schooner....ccivvvieuniiiieness 18 1
GemoftheSea......covuevnnn, Fourth ... 371 | Bark......... it 4
Hatteras....... s ceeeel Becond. .., 1,126 | Side-wheel steamer............ 5 4
Henry Androw ......... Ceenaes Fourth ... 177 | Sorow stéamer ,.............., 49 3
HOPO vvvvvnrnenivinrnnnnes «..-:| Fourth ... 134 | Schooudr......... el 13 1
Buron i.ceeeracenes e | Fourth ... 607 | Borew steamer ........... 80 4
Toaao Smith....ovvevraninnnn.. .| Fourth ... [ 13018 P U P o 0
James Adger ................t Third..... 1,161 | Side-whoel steamer,........... o] 9
Koyatons State ........oeeeu... Thind...., 1,94 |.....do....... eeseraesiiesiians 119 2
Madgie ..overaencaniennn. voeru Fourth ... 218 | Sorew steawmer ........... TR 2
Mercury .oeeeeseesen e, E,Fourth v 187 | Side.wheel steamer............ 40 2
MINnesota cvumeuiverrereiinnn. Firat...... 3,807 | Sorew frigate.............. vees 640 47
MohicaAn .oeeeiviiaeevvnense..... Third., 994 [ Borew steamer ............. 126 6
Monticello..oveenveirennneisn Fourth ... 055 f0ver@0uennnnienionennns eereans 8 3
Norwloh. eeeorrrnanont Ceraens Fourth ... 450 |.vee @0 iueiiivieniiiiianinen.. . 7% [
O.M, Pettit............. Cerees .| Pourth ... 165 | Side-wheel steamer,........... 80 2
Onward..eeer.eeinann Cerereiens Fourth ... 874 | Ship...ceovanrnnnnn Cerees RN C e 8
OtLAWA «veevrevereerrnasarerans Fourth ... 507 | Scrow steamer .......... craen 82 4
Pocahontas.........ceoonnnns ‘Third..... 094 oo iOueeieiinanieiieniiniens . 95 8
PotomBKa.eeues ernenrenannns. Fourth ... 287 [0t i@0 e e 72 3
R.B, Forbes......c..oovnninens Fourth ... 105 [.....do.seensn Ceesessseianas.ian 81 3
Releasd veeneieiniaricniaass Fourth ... 327 | Ship....... tereseiisrnassntnans 19 3
Retlens «ooevevnerreneienaiians Fourth ... 205 |.....do..... S 70 4
Roebuck...cvoevennenn e Fourth ... 465 | ....do. s teressseiienas 62 4
BAbINe -veveeeiieiieiieiiiaian, Sécond....| 1,726 | Salling frigate................. 305 49
Sachem .caveveitn.... erenienes Fourth ... 107 | Sorew ateamer ......... ceenenn 89 b
Bt, Lawrence ......coeeeauinn Second.... 1,720 | Salling frigate................. 374 52
Savannah..es.eereeeeeaaioiae. Secoud. ... 1,726 | Sloop of WAr.......iihess 264 26
Seminole.cecverienaervrnnaes. .| Third..... 801 | Sorew steamer .............. o120 b
BEN60A. vsearsieen.sas vearesesss] Fourth ... BOT [oeeeelOninrionaneonnianunnnenss ' 80 b
Shopherd Knapp...............| Fourth .., 838 | ShIP.ecreaviereriiernianaineay 102 8
Bumpter..cooveeriranenennn,. ..| Fourth .., 460 | Sorew steamer ............... ; 81 B
Susquebanna ............. veeos| First...... 2,450 | Slde.wheel ateamer............ 264 16
Unadilla.....cioveeneeseassnass| Fourth ... 607 | Sorew steamer ........ecee.. } 85 (]
UNOAB cvesvecnsrsansasrnnnionss Fourth ... 102 0o d0eevionsninnnionnnninens l 72 8




LIST OF UNITED STATES VESSELS OF WAR.

XXI

Uniled States vessels of war scrving in the South Atlantio Blockading Squadron, Ootober
29, 1861, to May 13, 1862—Continued.

Name, Rate, Tonnage. Class, Crew, | Guns,
Vandalia..ooioeeeennnaiiininn, Fourth ... 783 | Sloopofwar.................. . 179 20
Vermont...... creereaeraaniess First...... 2,633 | Saflingship...........o..ooie 215 24
Victoria ..ooveeeiianiinaat Fourth ... 264 | Sorew steamer ............ v 44 H]
VIXOU. cottriiianiieeiianeionns Fourth ... 300 | Coast-Survey steamer......... 41 2
Wabash ocoeveiiininiiiis, First...... 3,274 | Scrow frigate.................. 523 {6
Wamsutta......cooovvniiiin, Fourth ... 270 | Sorew steamer ................ 57 b
Western World............... | Fourth ... 450 |..... [ 61 3
Wyandotte v..v.n.ou.. veeeraees Fourth ... 464 |..... QO.veiiniiiiiiiaiien 7 b
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101170118 119|20121(221 21 [22]23(24(26(26{27| 181920212223 124
33 241925126127128{29| 28 [29|30{31|...1...1...1] 25 126127 128(29]30]31
SEPTEMBER. OCTOBER. NOVEMBER,
sun /M. | T [w.| | B Isatfisun Mo | WL | R [Sat i Sund MU (W | sat.
_____ — 11—t
1) 2| 8| ¢ 6] 6|l al....0...0 1| 23| als]..|.|..| 1| 2
8 9110711 (12|13 |14fl 61 77 8} 9|10]11 124 31 4| b| 6 8.0
15-116: (1711811912012 )18 |14|18|16.| 17|18 |19 10 |'11}12]13 (14| 15| 16"
92 123124126120 |271281 20 (21122123 {24|26(261} 17 [18]|19]20]21|¥v2|23
291801, .. ... ... ]..-|.-. ]| 27 128(29130 31 24 125126(27128129|30,
' i
DECEMBER.
Sun{ M. | T. |W.| T. | F, [Sat,
. 1( 2] 3{ 4( 06| 617
8] 911011 |12{13 {14
16 | 161171 18(19(20]21
22 |23 124 |25]|26 (27128
20 (30181 )...]...]...]...
186G2.
JANUARY. FEBRUARY. MARCH,
Sun /M. [T, [W.{ T | I [Sat.}|Sun,| M, | B, [W. | T\ | F. |Sat.||Sun/ M. | T. |W.[ T, | F. |Sat,
6| 6 71 -8(.9|10|1L)} 2] 8| 4| 6| 67| 8| 2| 8| 4[:6] 6] 7] 8
12 18|14 |16 |16 |17}18 ] 9 |10|11|12|18|14|16) o |10|11|12]|18|14 |15
19]20(21122123]24]19251 16 )17]18]19]20)21 (22 168 |'117{18]19720}921 |22
26 1271281291380(31]...]123[24125]26|27|28]... gg giz 25(26127(28]29
APRIL. MAY,
Sun!M,| T. [W.|T, | F. [Sat./|Sun,| M.| T, |W. | T. | F, |Sat,
el sl 4Bl e ] 1] 2] 8
61 7| 8| 9ltol1t|12] 4|5 6] 7| 8| 8|10
18 14116116 17118119 11 (12113 |14 |( 16116817
20 12112223 (24 125]126| 18 [19]20(21 122123 |24
27 1281201801(...1...]...11 25 126127128]|29]|30|31

XXI1I



CALENDAR.
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FEBRUARY. MARCH. APRIL,
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o1 |22]23)24(25]26)27 ) 18 |19|20|21|22|23|241 16 |17]|18|19]20]21 |22
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NORTH ATLANTIC BLOCKADING SQUADRON.

FROM FEBRUARY 2, 1865, TO AUGUST 3, 1865

[Tologramt]

C1ry Point, VA, February 2, 1865,
Admiral Porter ordered picket launch No. 3 to Oape Fear River.
Will send her to-day. .
WILLIAM RADFORD,
Uommodore.
Hon. G. WELLES, T
Secretary Navy.

Order of the Secretary of the Navy to the commandant navy'yard, Norfolk,
Sorbidding the examination of ironclads by foreign officers.
NAvVY DEPARTMENT, February 3, 1865,
SIR: Inreply to your telegram of the 2d instant, asking it you can
permit a captain in the Royal Navy to visit and examine the Dictator,
1 enclose herewith copies of the instructions to Acting Rear-Admiral
Lee and Oaptain Gansevoort, dated, respectively, December 1, 1862,
and November 27, 1863, forbidding the examination of ironclads by
foreign officers. The same rule will apply in this case,
Very respectfully, ete., , ,
GIDEON WELLES
Seoretary of tﬁe Navy.
Oaptain J. M, BERRIEN, C o
Oommanding Navy Yard, Norfolk.

Letter from the Searetary of War to the Seoretary of the Navy, forward-
ing request of Lieutenant-General Grant, U, 8. Army, for vessels jor
patrol duty.

WAR DEPARTMENT, WASHINGTON OITY,
' , February 3, 1865—8:30 p. m.

Sir: I enclose herswith a ‘copy of a telegram just received frowm
Lientenant-General Grant, and respectfully request tihrat you will com.
ply with his request therein expressed, and keep two or three war
vessels patrolling between Cape Henry and Cape Fear River, during
the transit of General Scbofield’s troops, which are new-embarking for

North Oarolina at Alexandria and Annapolis. ‘
Your obedient servant, . ,

‘ EpwiN M, STANTON,
: Secretary of War,

Hon. GIDEON WELLES,

Secretary of the Navy.,
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{ Enclosure.—'T'elegram. ) *

i City PoINT, VA, February 3, 1865.

I think it advisable to request the Navy to keep two or three vessels
patrolling between Oape Henry and Cape Fear River, during the tran-
sit of Schofield’s troops. It is barely possible for one of the enemy’s
privateers to be met on that route and do us great injury. If youagree
with me, will you please request this?

U. S. GRANT,
] Lieutenant-General,

Hon., EIDWIN M. STANTON,

Secretary of War,

[Telogram.}

NAvY DEPARTMENT, February 4, 1865.
Are there two vessels, exclusive of the Rhode Island, at the yard or~
in the roads, available to patrol from Cape Henry to Cape Fear River
whilst troops are moving south? o
GIDEON WELLES,
Secretary of the Navy.

Captain J. M. BERRIEN, U, 8. Navy,
Oommandant Naval Station, Norfolk,

[Telogram,]

BErMUDA HUNDRED, Febriary J, 1865,
Vessels are being stationed at points most required. Heavy artillery
firing at front yesterdhy. '
. . WILLIAM RADFORD,

. _ Commodore,
Hon, GIDEON WLLLES,

General instructions from Rear-Admiral Porter, U, 8. Navy, to Com-
modore Radjord, U. 8. Navy, commanding in James River,

CAPE TEAR RIVER, February 4, 1865,

CoMMODORE: I receiveéd your communication notifying me that you
were in charge up the James, I only wish you had been there sooner,
and then we would not have had that disgraceful stampede. T do not
think the rebels will attempt anything more; they are closed up for
this season, and if, as General Grant says, he can take Richmond when
he pleases, which [ very much doubt, he may, I hope, soon have the
~ rams on our side. I do not understand the ram fever; I never had it.
I have ordered Qaptain Rhind, of the Agawam, to report to you when
the Agawam is ready. You will find him a good person to*have in the
front, York River is in your division; will you enquire how matters
are going on there? o

There are o number of tugs undergoing repairs at the yard; have
the most useful of them sent to the front, and ask OCaptain Berrien to
hurry them up. I hope you will try an extensive torpedo system near
the obstructions, and two or three large ones on the upper side of
Dutch Gap would be well,
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There is a guard boat at Fortress Mounroe, the Young America.
Please order him to make his reports to you; forward them to the
Department, and the duplicates to me. 'T'hie light-houses are all in our
charge; will you have them examined frequently and kept in order. |
wrote some time since for some of the vessels to be sent to New Berne;
that order is revoked for the present. The guard vessel at Oraney
Island is under your charge. It will not be necessary for her to board
vessels, but to look after the coal-schooners at the island.

You will please send me frequent reports ot matters and things und
do all that -you may think necessary to make matters secure in the
James,

If the vessels want men, apply direct to the Bureau of Equipment
and Recruiting,

Respectfully, DAVID D. PORTER,
: Rear-Admiral,

Commodore WM. RADFORD, B .
Oommanding in James River.

Order of Rear-Admiral Porter, U, 8. Navy, to Commander Rolando, U. 8.
Navy, commanding U. S, 8. Keystone State, regerding positions of
vessels,

CAPE FEAR, February 4, 1865,
Sir: You will keep your vessel off Flag Pond battery and be in
communication with the army night and day. You will also keep the
vessels outside lying in a line close into the beach, down as far as Half

Moon battery, and the vessels will under 1o consideration leave those

stations unless ordered by me to do so. ,
'The enemy must be shelled whenever they show themsclves or give

indications of their presence. The Keystone State, Monigpmery, Aries,

Emma, Howquah, and Vicksburg must lie within half a mile of each

other, ready to support the army at all times, and the vessel containing

thie anrmy signal officer must always be close to I'lag Pond battery,
I wish you to sce that this arvangement is carried out.
Respectfully, yours, ; ,
- DAvID D, PORTER,
Rear- Admiral, Commanding North Atlantic Squadron.
Commander I, ROLANDO,
Oommanding U, N, 8. Keystone State.

J——

I\’.cpdrt of Lieutenant Cushing, U. S, Navy, regarding expeditions to Little
River and Shallotte Inlet, February 4 and 6, 1865,

~ U. 8, 8. MONTIOELLO,
' off Wilmington, N. O., February 7, 1865,

Sig: 1 have the honor to report that I entered Little River, South
Carolina, on the night-of the 4th instant, and proceeding about 8 miles
up with four boats and 50 men, landed in the small town of All Saints
Parish on Little River, The town was placed under guard without the
knowledge of -the inhabitants, and I succeeded in capturing some sol-
diers and arms, I held thepince all the next day and discovered and
destroyed about £15,000 worth of cotton. 1 also captured two flats at
the mouth of the harbor, containing cotton (23 bales), which had some-
time since been removed from a blockade runner to lighten her. This
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we brought off, together with some negroes. 'The South Carolina plant-
ers, and all men whom I met, professed to be willing to come back under
the old Government, and most of them seemed to be loyal men, only
awaiting emancipation from military rule,

On the 6th I sent two boats’ crews ashore in Shallotte lnlet, under
command of Acting Master Charles A, Pettit Hesurprised and routed
the rebel force detailed to collect provision in that county, captured 6
soldiers, with their arms and equipments, and destroyed the stores that
had been gathered for the enemy at I'ort Anderson. The soldiers lately
stationcd there (at Shallotte) had been withdrawn to assist in the
defense of Wilmington. A hundred rebels are ﬂtl“ at Lockwood’s
Folly, The woods are full of deserters,

Very respectfully, your obedient %ervant, o
W. B, OUﬂHlNG—,
Lieutenant, Commanding,

Rear-Admiral DAviID D, PORTER,

OJommanding North Atlantio Squadron, Cape Fear River.

[Telogram,)

U. 8, 8, Nuw [RON%IDE%,
or Bermuda [ Hundréd|, February 5, 1865,

I directed the vesqela in the lower part of James River to cooperate
with General Graham in (lest,mymg some torpedo boats said to be in
Pagan Orecek. ° .

W. RADFORD, Oommodore,

Hon, G. WELLES,

[Seeretary of the Navy.)

Report of Acting Master Hargous, U, 8, Navy, announcing the arrest of
of My, G, W, Lane.

NATIONAL HoTEL,
Norfolk, Va., February 5, 18F
Sir: I respectfully report that Mr. G. W, Lane is now undm arrest
and in charge of the provost marshal,
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
P. J. HARGOUS,
_ : Acting Master, U, 8, Navy.
Commander Ww, 11, MAOOMB, U. 8. Navy,
Comdy, District Sounds, North Atlartm Blockading Squadron.

Letter from the Secrctary of the Navy to Rear-Admiral Porter, U, 8.
Navy, regarding the extension of the limits of the Potomac Flotilla.

NAVY DFPARTM}«.NT, February 6, 18(’.).
S1r: On the,31st ultimo the Depatment authorized OOmumnder I,
Parker to extend the limits of the Potomac Flotilla to Back River, Vir
ginia, and to take command of the vessels of the North Atlantic Squad
ron wibhin those limits,
Very rospectfully, ete., Gn)}«JON WELLES
Seoretary of tﬂo Navy,
Rear-Admiral 1. D, PORTER,
Oomdy. North Atlantio Bloolmqu Squadron, off qummen, N.O.
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(Telegram.]

NAVY DEPARTMENT, Fobruart/ 6, 1865,
Cambridge was ordered to Port Royal. Let her go, but to go over .
the route of the troops to I‘OIt TFisher, thence to Port Royal,
GIDEON WELLES,
Secretary of the Navy.
()etptain J. M. BERRIEN,
Commandant Naval Staimn, Norfolk, Va.

Report of Rear- Admiral Portcr, U, 8. Navy, regarding the transfer of
vessels 1o the Potomac Flotilla.

NOR'IH ATLANTIC SQUADRON,
U, 8. I’Iaqship Malvern, Cape Fear River, February 6, 1865,

S1r: In obedience to order contuined in Department's letter ot Janu-
ary 11, last, I have ordored the Heliotrope (now at Norfolk) and one of
the pu,ket, boats from James River to proceed to St. Inigoes, Md,, and
report to Commander I, A, Parker for duty in the Potomac Flotilla,

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
Davin D, PORTER
- Rear-Admiral,
Hon. GIDEON WELLES,
Seeretary of the Navy, Washington, D. 0.

Gcnm al instructions from Rear-Admiral Porter, U, 8. Navy, to Commo-
dore Radford, U, 8. Navy, cmnmandm{/ Fifth Division,

FLAGSHIP MALVERN,
Oape Fear River, North Oarolina, February 6, 1865,

ComMMODORE: Apply to the ])epartment at once to make up deficien-
cies of officers, and have planted all the torpedoes that may render
the passage of & ram an impossibility, although with the vessels you
have with you I would like to see them come down,

Have an investigation made with regard to the absence of the engi-
neer in charge of the Spuyten Duyvil,

The engineer of the picket launch No. 4, has been nway several
weeks. Report the matter at once to the Department,

Have those boats provided with proper officers and: send me their
names,

Send the prize torpedo boat to report to Commander W H. Macomb,
commanding the District of the Sounds, without delay, Send her
through the canal 1[Albemarle and Ohesapeake].

Direct Commander Rhind to report to Commander Macomb as soon
as he can at or near Plymouth, N, 0., up the Roanoke River.

Send all the vessels belongmg to tlmt district that are repairing at
Norfolk, without delay, to their stations, .

Let cach of them have a spar fitted on the bow to carry a torpedo
like our torpedo boats,

Respectfully, your obedient servant, '
DAvin D, PORTER,
Rear-A dmi'ral
Commodore W, RADFORD
Comdyg, V'ifth Division North Ailantw Squadron, James Kiver,
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Report of Rear-Admiral Porter, U. 8. Navy, advising the -use of tor-
pedoes in the Roanoke River,

NorTH A'I‘LAN'I‘IO SQUADRON,
U. 8. Flagslip Malvern, Cape Fear River, February 0, 186.).

S1r: I have the honor to qcknow]edge the receipt of your communi-
cation of January 31 in relation to a ram said to be building, or pre-
paring at Rainbow Bluff, The Department is aware that them ‘are
only weoden vessels at Plymouth and New Berne, and one torpedo
boat. I would recommend that a person who understands the business
perfectly should be sent to lay a nuinber of torpedoes at Plymouth,
to be worked with galvanic batteries, I will try to have the river
obstructed with what can be obtained there, and send vessels enough
there to attack the ram if she gets into the sounds, Two good wooden
vessels should capture her by boarding, but I think it we used the tor-
pedoes as often as the rebels do, we would soon destroy all ‘their rams,
I would urgently recommend that the torpedo system be put into
immediate operation, and that means be sent to obstruct the channel
at Plymouth. I will do the best I can, but not knowing how far the
ram in question is advanced, or what means there are to stop the chan-
nel, 1 must depend on the officer in charge there, 1 will send him full
instructions. .

General Grant can not be conversant with the hydrography of Tlat-
- teras Inlet, for none of our monitors can pass through there,

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
DAvID l) PORTER,
Iwur A (Imaral. .
Hon., (ﬂm«,om WELLE.
Secretary of the N(wy, Washington, .. 0.

Report of Rear-Admiral Porter, U, 8, Navy, transmitting copy of instruc-
tions sent to Commander Maoomb, u. s N(wy, commanding District of
the Sounds, . .

FrAGsHIP MALVERN,
Cape Fear River, North Oarolma February 6, 1865,
S1r: I have the honor to enclose herewith a copy of my instructions
this day sent to Commander W, H. Macomb, commanding the District
of the Sounds of North Oarolina,
1 have the honor to be, very respecbtully, your obedjent ser vant,
DAvib D, PORTER, -
Rear- Adwm'u.l.
Hon. GIDEON ‘thLLIuS '
Secretary of (hc ley, Waslmu/ton, D, C.

[Euclosure.)

FLAGgsHIP MALV]«,RN,
. " Oape Fear River, North Carolina, ]f‘ebrumy (i, 1865,

Sir: I send.you a copy of a letter from General Grant, in relation to
@ rebel ram pmparing to come dowi the Roanoke River,

Now, as I never' had the “ram fever,” which seems to set every one
in a state of excitemcnt when a ram heztves in snghb I don’t see any
more difficulty in destroying a ram than in anytlung else. A cool,
determined officer will have no difficulty whatever,

‘Had Commander Parker followed my orders, he would have destroyed
all the rebel rams in the James River,
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Now, every vessel you have is a torpedo boat. All you have to do
is to bave a spar fitted to the bow of every gunboat and tug, with a
“ torpedo-on it, and run at the ram, all together. No matter how many

of your vessels get sunk, one or the other of them will sink the ram if
the torpedo is coolly exploded.

ITave your large rowboats fitted with torpedoes also, and wheu the
rebel comes along, and you put your large vesselq alongside of lLer, let
the launches and small torpedo boats run in and sink her, You- cau‘
get alongside of o ram, make fast to her, and with musketry, keep her
port% closed. You can ’slin g o good %1/0(1 anchor to an outrigger spar,
and let it go on her deck, and by letting g0 your own anchor I\et,p her
from gettmg away until obl\er vessels pile in on hor.

Itive or six steamers getting alongside of a ram could certainly take
her by boarding, If you ean get on board of her, knock a hole in her
smokestack with axes, or fire a howitzer through it;, and drop shrapnel
down into the furnaces, o

You must obtain full information in relation to the time this ram
expects to visit you, Set torpedoes in the river at night, so that no
one will know where they are. Obstruct the river above Plymouth,
and get what gum are there to command the approaches. (et a net

*or two across the river, with large meshes, so that when the ram comes
down the net will elog her propeller,

Have floating torpedoes also (anchored) in .mbundunce, and let them
float just below the water, I is strange if we, with all our resources,

i not oxtinguish a rebel ram,

Don’g place timid men in your torpedo boats, but choose those who
wor’t flineh from anything,

[ send the Tacony back to you. [ can ill spare her, but you must

"have XI-inch gans,

Now, remember one thing, and attend part‘ncular]y to the orders I
have heretofore given, - Never allow yonr torpedo boats to be nsed for
anything except the ohiect in view. Keep good picket boats out at
night, and don’t be novligent in the daytime.

Now that troops are bemg sont to New Berne, increase your force on
the Roanoke with the strongest and best vessels, Let ull have the tor-
pedo attachment, I send you eight torpedoes by this opportunit.y.

Across the stream, below all the devices I have mentioned, have logs
20 feet long zmohox'ed securely 10 feet apart, with a torpedo on the ond
looking up the river., These logs must be close to your pickets, where
they c¢an be watched and replaced whenever they get out of order,

Now, with ‘all these appliances, and with 'ramming, hoarding, and
lirmg musketry and canister into the ports, if you can not stop a ram,

1 don’t know how else it can be done, A full blow from all your vessels
(don’b be afraid of damaging them) would, I thmk gink her in a short
time; the torpedoes would, cortainly.

In the meantime, go on and work night and day and raise the Albe-
marle, Those pumps I gent you.a plan of ought to raise her in .a few
hours if you can get canvas over the hole. Where is the submarine
man, and has he done anything?

Write me fully by return messenger. I have just ordered down the
torpedo boat ca tured in James River, Don’t let it fall into rebel hands
again, It will be o good thing to use their own designs against them;

Respectfully, your obedient servant,
, DAavib D, PorrER
: Rear-Admiral,
Commander W, H. MAcomB, *
Oommanding District of the Sounds, U, S. 8. Shamrook,
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Letter of the Secretary of the Navy to the Secretary of War, vegarding the
patrolling of the route from Hampton Roads to Fort Fisher iy naval
vessels.

, NAvY DurArRTMENT, February 6, 1865,
Sir: 1 have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of
the 3d instant, enclosing a copy of a telegram received from Lieutenant-

General Grant, and to inform you that two steamers have sailed to

patrol the route suggested.

Very respecttully, etc.,
GInEON WELLES,
Seerctary of the Navy.
Hon. E, M, STANTON, _
Secretary of War,

{'I'elegram.)
.

BErMUDA TTUNDRED, VA,
February 7, 1865,
Was at front all day yesterday. It was reported last night at 8:30
that the enemy’s fleet [was]| coming down toward obstructions. No
news of them this morning.
W. RADFORD,
‘ Commodore.
Hon, GIDEON WELLES,

Order o:f the Secretary of the Nawvy to the commandant navy yard, Norfolk,
regarding the fitting of the U, 8. 8. Lilian.

NAVY DEPARTMENT, February 7, 1865,
S1r: The Lilian, now at navy yard, Norfolk, is to join the Hast Gulf
Squadron, Rear-Admiral Porter says that she wants a little more
accommodations for officers, and a thorongh cleaning inside, and calk-
ing. Have her fitted up as soon as you can and order her, when ready,
to proceed to Key West and report for duty as above indicated,
Very respectfully, ete.,
GIDEON WELLES
Secrctary of t;w Nawvy.
Captain J. M. BERRIEN,
Jommanding Naval Station, Norfolk,

Reports of Qommodore Sohenck, U. 8. Navy, commanding U, S, §. Pow-
hatan, regarding expedition to Pagan Creck in search of torpedo boats,

U, 8, S. POWHATAN,
Hampton Roads, February 7, 1865,
S1r: I have the honor to report that on Sunday, the 5Gth instant,
Brigadier-General O, K, Graham sent an officer of his staft' to inform
me that he is now ready for an expedition to Pagan Ureek and vicinity,
in search of torpedo hoats, which expedition had been delayed in‘conse-
quence of the ice, and asked my cooperation with two armed launches
and a sufficient number of boats to land 150 men, In compliance with
this request, at ¢ p. m. I dispatched the steamer .Delaware, with the
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two launches and three cutters, all available boats of this ship, and two
boats from the 4 labama, having previously directed Gaptain Kilty, of the
Roamoke, to have three boats in readiness to join the expedition at New-
port Newsat 8 p.m. The expedition returned to the ship this morning
at 2 a. m., having succeeded in capturing a torpedo and boat and a rebel
naval ofticer, Ensign Heines [1Acting Master Hines|. For further par-
ticulars 1 refer you to the enclosed letter of General Graham.
Lieutenant George W, Wood, of the Roanoke, was the senior naval
ofticer engaged in this expedition, whose report will be forwarded to the
Department as soon as I receive it, X
I regret to add that one of the men of this ship, Svend Svendson, ordi.
nary seaman, was accidentally wounded, scriousfy, but not dangerously.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
, J. I, SOHENOK,
Commodore and Senior Officer Present,

Hon. GIDEON WELLES,
Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D, 0. °

[Enoclosure. ]

HEADQUARTERS NAVAL BRIGADE,
James River, February 6, 1865,

CommononrE: I desire to express my thanks for the important assist.
ance rendered by Lieutenant Woody of the Navy, and the officers and
men under his command, in landing the men of this command on the
banks of the James River and on Ohuckatuck Oreek last night and this
morning, and my approbafion of the manner in which they subse.
quently searched the creek and banks adjoining Jones and Chuckatuck,

Pagan Oreek was likewisa thoroughly examined for a distance of 3
miles above Smithfleld by boats belonging to my own command,

Lieutenant Wood had the good fortune to capture in Jones Oreek a
torpedo boat and & torpedo weighing 76 pounds, already adjusted, and
Major [IFerdinand R.) Hassler, of this command, captured Ensign Heines

Acting Master Ilines], of the Confederate Navy, who was the leader
in the destruction of a schooner in Warwick River last fall and a par-
ticipator in destroying the tugboat Lizzie Freeman off Pagan Oreek in
December last, V ,

I am also under obligations to Acting Master Eldridge, of the steamer
Delaware, and. to the officers of the vessels stationed off Pagan Oreek
for the assistance rendered by them,

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant V
) OHARLES K. GRAHAM,
DBrigadicr-General,
Commodore J. I, SCHENCK
- Oommanding U, S‘ S. Powhatan,

et it by

U, 8, 8, POWHATAN,
. Hampton Roads, February 7, 1865,
Sir: I have the honor to enclose you thereport of Lieutenant George
W. Wood, of the U, 8, S, Roanoke, senior naval officer in the recent
expedition in search of torpedo boats in Pagan and Jones creeks,
1 have the honor to be, yeur obedient servant, :
. ~ J. I, SOHENUK,
Commodore and Senior Officer I’resent,
Hon, GinroN WELLES,
Secretary of the Navy. .
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[ Enclostiro:]

- U. S, IRONOLAD ROANOKE,
Off Newport News, Va., February 7, 1865,

Sir: I have the honor to report that in obedience to your instrue-
tions I joined the expedition of Brigadier- General Graham, with the
boats of the Powhatan, ftoanoke, and Alabama, ten in all, including two
launches, with howitzers, from the Powhatan,

At the requcst of General Graham, I sent four cutters up the (Jhnck
atuck Oveek in charge of Acting Ensign Taylor, of the Alabama, to
land a party of soldiers. With the remaining six boats 1 assisted in’
landing the other troops of the expedition at a point about a mile below
the mouth of Pagan Oreek, and a short time afterwards qtarte(l up
Jonés Creek, We pulled to the head of this creek without seeing any-
thing that.could be used as a torpedo boat. On our way up, however,
we discovered a torpedo on the left bank, about a mile and a half from
the mouth. It was loaded with 756 pounds of powder and was intended
to be used on tha boom of a torpedo boat, It was furnished with every-
thing necessary for making it fast to the boom and must have been left
in a great hurry several days before we discovered it. When we
arrived at the head of Jones Oreek we branched off' and pulled up
Smith’s Oreek until the leading boat grounded and could go no farther.
~ At.this point we heard a shout, which was answered off in another
direction, and which Lieutenant Orawford, of the Marine Brigade,
informed us was a guerrilla signal. We then landed with a party of
- men and marched up to the house near which the first signal was
heard, but the inmates, who were all women and children, pretended
to know nothing about it,

We searched the house for arms, but only found one rifled flint-lock
musket, which we carried away. We then set; fire to a sloop which
belonged to the owner of" the house.

On our way back we received information that a torpedo hoat was
being fitted out in a small ereek about three-quarters of a mila from the
mouth of Jones Creek. We there found a schooner’s yawl with a long
oaken boom, intended, perhaps, to carry a torpedo. During the whole
timo we were in the creek wo met with no resistance whatever and we
only saw two men, one of whom was a very old contraband. I believe
there are 1o torpedo boats in Jones Oreck at this time, nor are there
any boats which could be used to carry a torpedo. We brought awwy
with us both the torpedo and the boat which we discovered.

I have the honor to be, very repecttully, your obedient servant,
“GrO. W, WooD,
Lieutenant, U, 8. Nuvy Y.
Cotnmodore J. I?, SOHPNGK, U. 8, Navy,
U. S, 8. l’owhamn, Jlampton Roads, qu@ma.

Order of the Seeretary of the Nmn/ to Rcar Admiral Dahllgren, U, S,
Navy, reqgarding the transjcr of two monitors to the command of Rear-
Admiral Porter.

NAVY DEPARTMENT, February 8, 1865

SIR: RearfAdnm'a,l Porter, oft Fort I'isher, has askvd for two of the
Passaio class of monitors, which you will send to him as soon as positive
operations against Oharleston are finished,

Yery respecttully, etc., GIDEON WEIL LluS,
Seeretary of the Navy.

Rear-Admiral JOoHN A, DANLGREN,

Oommanding South Atlantic Blockading Squmlron, off' Charleston.
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Order of Rear- Admiral Porter, U, 8. Nawy, to Acting Volunteer Iieutenant”
Green, U, 8. Navy, commanding U. 8. 8. Tristram Shandy.

OAPE FEAR RIVER, February 8,1865.
S1r: You will proceed without delay to Norfolk, Va., and have your
vessel repaired as soon as possible. (Get a new outfit and then proceed
to carry out your former orders and report to commanding officer of
Ilast Gult Squadron.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

DAviDp 1. PORTER,
' © Rear-Admiral.

Acting Volunteer Lieutenant I, M, GREEN, .
Uommanding U. 8. 8. Tristram Shandy, Oape Fear River,

Report of Acting Master Barle, U, 8. Navy, of arrival at Beawfort, N, 0.,
of the U, 8. 8. Merrimac, under his command.

U. 8, 8, MERRIMAQ,
: Beaufort, N. C., February 8, 1865.

Sir: I have the honor to report the arrival, after a tempestuous
passage, of this vessel at this port. ' ,

‘I was compelled by stress of weather and a deficiency of coal to carry
me through to touch here. I should have stated that I arrived here
yesterday and I am ordered by Lieutenant-Commander West, com-
manding this station, to report to Admiral Porter in Gape Fear River,
Allow me to state that the veéssel is everything that a man can desire,
except in o heavy seaway, She is at least 2 knots taster than she was

.the last eruise, . -
I am, sir, respectfully, your obedient servant ‘
. ’WM. 1IARLE,
‘ Aeoting Master, Commanding.
Hon, G1nroN WELLES, C
Seeretary of the Navy, Washington, 1), U,

("Lologram,)

NORFOLK NAVY YARD, February 9, 1865,

Acting Master Hyde, of the Morse, arrived here this morning for
coal and says it was reported at the Wolf-trap that one Fitzhugh with
a number of men and boats intended to destroy Wolf-trap and other
light-ships on the Chesapeake. '

' J. M. BERRIEN,
Commandant Naval Station, Norfolk,
Hon, GIDBON WELLES,

Seeretary of the Navy, Washington, D, 0,

[’Boiogriun.]
NAVY DEPARTMENYT, February 9, 1865,
Ascertain correctly the depth of water in the Dutch Gap Canal, and
report to the Department by telegraph,
GInpEON WELLES,
, ‘ Seorctary of the Navy.
Commodore W, RADFORD, T
Commanding James River Klotillay Oity Loint, V.
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['Telegram.]

BERMUDA HUNDRED, VA., February 10, 1865.

Dutch Gap Canal, 3 feet of water at upper end. Nearly low tide when
sounded. Rocks very numerous, Two feet, about, water at upper
end. Water deepens at lower end, 9 feet,

W. RADFORD,
Commodore.

Hon. G, WELLES, y

Secretary Navy.

Order of Rear-Admiral Porter, U. 8. Navy, to Commander Trenchard,
U. 8. Navy, commanding U, S, S. Bhode Islaml to return with that
vessel to lampton Roads.

NORTH ATLANITICO SQUADRON,
U. 8. Flagship Malvern, Cupe Fear Kiver, February 10, 1865.
SirR: As soom as you have discharged all the recruits bx»ought down
in your vessel you will proceed without delay to Hampton Roads,
carrying the mails, and report yourselt to the honvrable Secretary of
the Navy as ready to bring down the War Committee, who propose
visiting this locality,
Respectfully, your obedient servant,
DAvin D, PORTER,
Rear-Admiral,
Oommander 8, D, TRENOHARD, .
Oommanding Rhode Island, off Now Inlet,

Order oJ the Secretary of the Navy to Rear-Admiral Porter,.U, 8. Navy,
in wvicw of consular mfmmatwn received regarding newly purchased
COonfederate ram.

NAVY DEPARTMENT, February 11, 1865,
Sir: The Department hastens to advise you that information has
been received of the transfer to the rebels of the ram built at Bordeaux.
The dispatch from the consul at Nantes, communicating this infor-
mation, is dated the 28th ultimo. T'he ram was then at the island of
Houat and preparing to leave immediately, 1ler destination is doubt-
- less some ponut on our coast, and it behooves you to be prepared
against surprise, as she is mpresented to be for mxduble and capable of
inflicting serious injury.
Very respecttully, ote., GIDEON WLLLL&
Secretary of tfw Navy.
Rear-Admiral D, D, PORTLR
Commanding North A thantio Blockading Squadron, off Fort Fisher,

[Tologram.}

NAVY DEPARIMENT, February 11, 1865,
The officers of the Qalatea may visit the ivonclads. Have the Iwanoke
and Powhatan prepared immediately for service, How long before they
can be made ready? o
GIDEON WELLES, .
Seeretary of the Navy.
Uaptum J. M, BLRnn«,N
Oommanding Ncwal Station, Norfolk,
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Report of Commodore Rudford, U. 8. Navy, regarding the mmal at
Dutch Gap.

U. S. 8. Nw InoNSxm«,s,
Off Bermuda Hundred, February 11, 1865,
Sieg: 1 have the honor to enclose a rough sketch* of the canal at
Dutch Gap and soundings,
At high tide o boat drawing 3 or 4 feet could pass through it ; at low
tide the smallest rowboat could not get through,
' Very respectfully, your most obedient servant,
w. RADFORD,
Oommodore, Commanding Fifth Division,

Hon, GIDEON WELLES,
Seeratary of the Nuvy, Washington, D, 0O,

Order of Bear- Admiral I’urter, U. 8. Navy, to Licutenant-Commander
. Burnes, U, 8, Navy, to assume command of the U. 8. 8. Lenapce.

OAre FEAR RIVER, February 11, 1865,
Sir: You will assume temporary command of the U, S, S, Lenapee.
Yery respectfully,
DAVID D. PORTER,
‘ - Rear-Admiral,
Lieutenant-Commander J. S, BARNES,
COommanding U, 8. S. Bat.

Letier from Rear-Admival Porter, U, S, Navy, to Licutenant-General
- Grant, U, 8, Army, regarding, mcmm o/ defense against Oonfederate ram
at Rainbow Bluff, Roanoke River.

OAPE FEAR RiveR, February 11, 1865,

(GBNERAL: The Secretary of the Navy has referred your letter of the
24th January to ‘me, in relation to the ram said to be building at Rain-
bow Bluffy as it is in my district, Ample precautions have been taken
to meet. uny case of the kind, and more are in progress, No ram can
geb into the sounds if officers do their duty und carry out my orders.
At New Berne there are torpedo boats, also at Plymouth, which are
the best defense against rams,

The obstructions at New Berne, originally very strong, have given
away inone place ; the vessel sunk there has been inoved by the force
of the current, A8 these obstructions are under the charge of the mili-
tary commander, I wonld suggest that the gap be filled up with cob-
work and stone, which are stronger and will stand better than sunken
vessels,

) '%‘ox']i)edoes are ordered to be sunk in both rivers, worked by galvanic
atteries,

The ram Albemarle is béing raised, but could not be made available
in four months, except to sink as an obstruction.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
DAvID D, PORTER,
Rear-Admiral,

Licutenant-General U S, GRANT,

Commanding Armies oj tlw United States, Oity Point, Va.

* Nob nece ssury to publish,
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Instructions Jrom . Rear-Admiral Porter, U, 8. Navy, to Commander
Macomb, U, S Navy, regarding azfaws at New Berne.

NORTH A1LANTIC SQUADRON,
U. 8. Flagship Malvern, Cape Fear River, February 11, 1865,

SIR: Your letter has been received, with the plan of obstr u(,txons ab
Neow Berne

Yon must stop at the gap. Is it not possible to sink cob docks?
Don’t delay it; or if you can’t do that, get a heavy chain from Beautort
and pass it double from wreck to wreck and leave no opening,

You must also plant heavy torpedoes oppomte the opening and across
the river, Have this attended to at once. Let us have no alarms, I
want to wind up all rams that come down, I have sém; you three or
four torpedo boats. If you want more torpedoes, write to the bureau
for them, and send an officer up to Norfolk after them. HHave at least
two torpedo boats at New Berne in case they might be wanted, and
have the gunboats there, and tugs rlg.,ged with a torpedo on a spar
ahead. The T'acony has reached you by this time, and the Agawam will
shortly join you. If I get threugh here soon I will cover the scurds
with vessels, I want to hear from you once a week. There will be a
vessel sent up to Beaufort every Monday. Have your communications
in Beaufort ready to come by her, Tell me all that is going on in Army
and Navy. Don’t forget to obtain all the information you can about
Lane, See that your coal don’t run short. Keep 2,000 tons on hand,
and discharge the schooners as fast as they come, It too much comw,
write to the bureau (by my order) to say when you have enough.
Don’t permit any vessel to go north for repairs without my orders, and
let me know if any of your vessels are absent now. Send me a list of
all you have with you, Watch New Berne and Plymouth attentively,
and carvy out all my instructions to the letter. No rams can do much
if my orders are carried out, 'I'ell me'how the Albemarle is getting on,
and what chance there is of raising her,

Very rcspectlully, your obedient servant,
DAvin D, PORTER,
Rear-Admiral. -

Oommander W. H, MAcOMBE,

Commanding Distriot of the Sounds, U. 8., 8. Shamrock, .

Report of Rear- Admiral Porter, U, 8. Navy, regarding preparations for
JSurther offensive operaiwns in the Oape Iear River.

NORTIH ATLANTIO SQUADRON,
U. 8. Flagship Malvern, Cape Fear River, February 12, 186.).

SIrR: Nothing of importance has occurred since the capture of Kort
Fisher and other works to render it necessary for me to write to the
Department

‘We have been engaged in. mounting XI-. ifch guns in the place of the
100-pounders, It is a slow business, as we have not the facilities here
for doing the work that we would have at a yard. The army have
been strengthening their position, and we are all about ready now to
resume offensive operations,

I believe there is only one important work between us and Wilming-
ton (Iort Anderson, which is very strong), and the army also has heavy
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lines of earthworks in its front. ’1‘hese, I think, will a¥! be taken in
due time, We will be bothered in the river with the obstructions, which
are of no ordinary kind, These seeir to be in keeping with the other
works hereaboute, and answer perfectly the object for which they were
intended, viz, to keep vessels from passing up.

1 sent Lieutena,nt W, B. Cushing up the river in small boats night
before lagt to obtain information, He went within o mile of Wilming-
ton. He found the river obstructed with heavy piles all the way across
abreast of Fort Anderson, but above that to Wilmingtou it seemed to
be clear, The Ohickamauga* has been sunk across one point in the
channel and is under water, the boats passing over her without touch.
ing her. On returning, the water having fallen, the boats had to be
lifted over the obstructions abreast of Ifort Anderson The reconnois-
sance was made without the boats being discovered.

Last night 1 sent Lieutenant Cushing up again with four boats to
make o more thorough examination, He found the obstructions at
Tort Anderson too heavy to attempt to break through them with the
vessels under full headway.

They consist of a double or treble row of piles filled in between, The
boats had barely time to make good observations when they were hailed
and then fired npon with grape and canister from seven or eight guns,
which kept up the fire antil they were out of sight. IFortunately we
met with no loss,

Now, to remove these obqbructions, sir, wo will require the anpamtm
that was carried home in the Vanderbilt and a.competent person to usnit,

"We will also want plenty of powder cans for blowing up the obstruc-
tions, Hven when we do get into I'ort Anderson the smallest steamer,
drawing 3 feet, can not get by until a passage is made by blowmg away
the piles and stonos, which can be done in a day with the fort in our
possession.

It is so important when the army has taken the lines in front of it
and is pushing on, that the light-draft transports should be able to get
up the river and supply them at different points, that 1 respectfully
request that the a.ppmratus may be sent to me,

I keep the monitor and two or three gunboats firing into Fort Ander-
son to annoy the enemy. I don’t know that wé have doneit any serious
damage beyond disabling a gun.

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient ser vsmt, v

DAviD D, PORTER,
, Rear- Admiral,
Hon, GIDEON WELLES,
Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D, 0.

Report of Commodore Radford U. 8. Navy, regarding the sinking of cap-
tured torpedo launoh.

U. 8. IRONOLAD NEW IRONSIDES,
Off Bermuda Hundred, February 13, 1865.
Sir: T ha.Ve to réport to you that the torpedo boat recently taken
from the enemy, which you ordered to report to Commander Macomb,
U. 8. Navy, was sunk while being towed to Norfolk by the U, 8, S,

" *See p. 57
N W R—VvoIL 12—-2
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Pllox, off Jamestown Island. ’I‘lus intelligence was communicated to
me by telegraph.” The following is a copy of the telegram:

The torpedo luunch was ran into and sunk by schooner Sam Rotan. One man
drowned,

I have sent the Cactus down with orders to raise her if possible; if
not, to procure assistance from the Norfolk navy yard, As soon as
further reports are made to me I will send them to you.

I have sent the General Putnam to Mobjack Bay, it bemg reported
that there is a great deal of smuggling and blockade running in those
waters, and no vessel being stationed there. ,

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

WM, RADFORD,
Jommodore, Commanding Fifth Division.

Rear-Admiral D, ]) 1’0R'1‘ER, U. 8. Navy,
Commanding North Atlantic Squadron,

['LCelegram.]

U. 8., S. New IRONSIDES,
Bermuda Hundred, February 14, 1865-—4:15 p. m.
I have made a requisition for 20 torpedoes that wﬂl stand immersion,
Wanted now.
WM. RADFORD,

, Oommodore,
H., A, WIsE,

Chicf Burean of Ordnance, Washington, D, C,

Letter from the Secretary of the Navy to Rear-Admiral Porter, U, 8.
Navy, regarding the amnulling of a portzon of the permit to Messrs.
Steele, Henry & Oo.

NAvy DMPARTMENT February 14, 1865.

Sir: Messrs. Steele, Henry & Oo. have oxhlblted to the Department
the permit given to them by you—on the 5th instant-—to bring stores
to Beaufort, N. 0., or any other point on the coast where the vessels may
chance to be, solely for the use of the squadron,

The Department has annulled the permit go far as it authorizes stores
to be brought to any point on the blockaded coast not opened by proe-
lamation of the President of the United States, Through this whole
war there has been an increasing effort of parties to obtain permits to
carry stores to and to trade with the vessels engaged in blockade at
points not opened by proclamation, and the Department has invariably
refused to grant them,

Very respectfully, ete.,
‘ GIDEON WERLLES,
, : Seoretary of the Navy.
- Rear-Admiral D, D, PORTER,
CUomdg, North Atlantio Blookadm{/ Squadron, off Fort Fisher,
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Report oj Rear-Admiral Porter, U, 8. Navy, forwarding plan of att(wk
on Fort Fisher.

NORTH ATLANTIO SQUADRON
U. 8. Plagship Malvern, Cape Fear River, February 14, 1860.
Sir: 1 send by Mr. Bradford, of the Coast Survey, who goes to
Washington, the plan of the attaok on Iort Fisher, and also the plans
of Torts Fisher and Caswell,
I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
: Davin D, POrRTER,
, Lear-Admiral,
Hon, GIDEON WRLLES,
Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D. O.

Order of Rear-Admiral’ Porter, U, 8, Navy, to Lieutenant-Oommander
Thornton, U. 8. Navy, commtmlhn g U. 8. 8. Tosco, to proceed to duty
in the sounds of North Oarolina,

FuBruAry 14, 18065,

Sir: You will, as soon as the weuther permits, proceed to Plymouth
or mouth of Roanoke River, through the Hatteras Inlet, and report to
Oommander Macomb for duty in the sounds. When you arrive you
will see that your vessel is provided with solid X I-inch shot, and have
torpedo poles rigged out on the bow according to general orders genf;
to Commander Macomb,

Don’t start until this northeasterly and oasterly wind is over, but
cast looso and be ready to go when the wind comes out northwest or
west, or light winds from southwest,

Respecttully, ote.,
DAvID 1, PORTER,
Lear-Admiral,
Lioutenant- bmmnander J. S, THORNTON,
. 00mmomdwu/ Tosco,

Order of Rear-Admiral Porter, U. 8. Navy, to Commander Macomb,
U. 8. Navy, regarding orders for certain vessels mentioned,

NORTII ATLANTIO SQUADRON,
U. 8. Flagship Malvern, February 14, 1865,

SIR: Y(m will sond the Lockwooed to Beautort to take the place of the
bholmkon, which I am going to mount IX-inch guns on, and send her to
you. You will give the enclosed orders to Acting Master Josselyn to
commond the Islian, and put Actmg Volunteor Licutenant Wetmore
in command of the Commodore Hull, * Lot the ensign of the Lookwood
take her to Beaufort.

I have ordered the Zosco, Tacony, Hunchback, Chicopce, Martin, and
Agawam to report to you; also the Henry Brmkw. If, with a torpedo
on the bows of all of these, you can not destroy one mm, I do not know
hovr it can be done,

Respectfully, etcé.,
' ~ DAVID D. PORTER,
Rear-Admiral,
Commander W, I, MACOMB,
Ovimmanding District of the Sounds,
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Order of Rear-Admiral Porter, U, 8. Navy, to Commander Macomb,
U. 8. Navy, regarding loyal citizens carrying jarm products.

Respectfully, your obedient servant,

NORTH ATLANTIC SQUADRON,
U. 8. Flagship Malvern, Cape Fear River, February 14, 1865,
SI1R: Whenever any loyal persons wish to take out farm produce,
you will allow them. to do so.

Commander W, H, MACOMB,
Commanding Distriot of Sounds, New Berne, N. O,

List of vessels composing the North Atlantic

February 15, 1865,
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‘Namao.

A.D. Vanco.......

Agawam .......... reos
ATIOB desestrercoronncnn
Alnbamf,,eereevnaann,
Atlanta...!
Anomono
Arlottn,
Albemarle
Ben Morgan ...........
Bellovsvsivaeaunnninnnn.
Berberr

..............
..............

............

..............

...............

Commodore Hull,......
COres svsivaaepens,
Cambridge,.......
Commodore Barney
Cactus...vveeaan.
Commodore Morr
Crusador ...... .
Chippowa «v.vas
Commadoro Perry .
Clinton ...
Charles Pholps
Cohagsot.
Clomautis

.........

........

...............

Dumbarton .
Delaware
Dawn.coiiieiiviiienans
Davlight..o..oooan. ..
Bolugeueeeneaiiveininn,
Emmao ,
Butaw . oveeinennnaian.
I'ort Donelson ,........
FahKkeo iiveaese eeeees
Gottysburg............
Governor Buckingham
Gonoral Putnam ......
Granito (sloop) ....o...,
GlaNEo, o venvenrans
Howquah.........,
Huron,......
Junchback .
Honry Brinke
Hoyt....
Iotzel ..
Harcourt
Josco ...
I. N.Seymour.
Kansas ......
Lilian...oouveeean.

..........

..............

................

Guns,

......
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Lieut, Com.J, H, Upshur ,

Commander A, D, Harvell,.:...... Ciee

"Koting Mastor G, W,

Tiout. [Chins, L. § Frankiin.

Commanding oflicor,

............

Commander A, C. Rhind....ooeuve,
Aot, Vol, Liout, . M, Willlams..,.....
Act, Yol, Lient, A, R; Langthorne. . ...
Aot, Vol. Lieut, I, J, Woodward ......
Aoting Ensign N, O, Borden..........
Lieut: Com, W. G Wesb. . vveernoanss
Aoting Asslatant Paymaster Mellach,
Aoting Master A, B, Mulford.........
Acting MastorJ. G, Greon..... veideis
Acting Ensign R. W, Rowntree......

Aot, Vol, Lieut, W, ), Roath

teencevareeareans vesn

Aot Vol Liout. I 8, Wetmore........
A(atlng'l\lrpst(}r H, 1, Foster.........

Aot Vol Liout, J. ¥\ Nickels...... Yees
Aot, Vol Lieut, G, B, Livingston......
Aoting Mastor and Pllot J: Evans.. ...
Acting Mastor R, G, Leo.
Aot, Vol, Lieut. I, Hays,
Lieut; Com A, W.Woaver..
Aot, Vol Liout, A, P, Foator
Acting Eusign G, W, Haddon. .
Acting Ensign W, Ottiwell... ..
Aot, ]unslﬁn and Pilot (G, B.] Gyiftin.,
Aot, Vol, Lieut, E, D, Bruner,..... vees

Act, Vol Liout, IT, Brown.,...........
Acting Mastor J. IL, Bldridgo..... vons
Aoting Master J, A, Jackaway
Acting Maater H, A, Pliclon .
Aoting Master )%, 8. Keysor,......... .
Acting Mastor [J. A.) Hamilton......

.o

.......

.........

i \£ O 1)
Acting Maater I, R, Webb...., ...
Lieut, R, H; Lamson covveeevnnnenenas
Act, Vol, LieutJ, MacDiarmid . ......
Aoting Madtor H, I, Savage..........
Aoting Master E Boomer:....vueenens
Aothw]ﬁnaigu Hi Wheelor,..........
Act: Vol, Lieut, J, W. Balch...........
Livut, Com, 1\ O, Solfridge .,.......
Licut:dos, (P Fyflo.. iiovaee..
Aoting Enslgn J, 11, Kerons ;.......
Acting Enslgn I, B, Twambly......
Aoting Master [G. B, ] Thompaon

sesse s

Adting Enalgn I, B, Allen,.
Tdeut, Com, P. G, Watmough.,
Acting Master I, Josselyn .

DAvVID D, PORTER,

Rear- Admiral,

Blockading Syuadron,

Present duty or station,

Hampton Ronda,

Ordered . to . sounds,
North Carolina,

Oft Iort ¥ialior,

Hampton Roads,

James Rivor,

Beairfort, N, C,

0,

Now Berne, N. .
Norfolk, Va,
Sounda;North Carolina,
Capo Fear Rivor,
Hanmpton Roada,

Capo Fear River,
Norfolk Navy Yard, ro.

pnh‘lng;
Soml;la, Jorth Carolina,

0,
Norfolk Navy Yard,
James River,

..| York River,
.] Capo Year River,
.| James Rivor,

Do.
Jranoy Island, Va,
James River,
Norfolk Navy Yard, re-

pairing,
Norfollk Navy Yard,
Jaum)s River,
o,

Do,
Capo Fear Rivor, .
Do, ‘
James River,
Guard ahl‘) Now Inlet.
Hampton Roadas,
Noti’t))lk Navy Yard,

oo,
Jamea River,
Guard ship Hattoras,
James River, Va.,
Off ort Fishor,
Capo Fear River,
Orderod to sounds,

0

Soundt;, North Carolina,
Norfolk Navy Yard,

0, .
Ordored to sounds,
James River, Va.
Capo Foar River.

.| Hampton Roada,
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List of vessels composing the North Ailantie Blockading Squadron, February 15, 1865

Continued.
Name, Gnns.!(}lasn. Commanding officer. Present duty or station.
Lockwood ........e..s 31 4| Acting Ensign M: D, Ames..... «voess] Beaunfort, N, G,
LG ciiiaeeaiinaanas 2 4 | Aoting Enslgn J, A, (badiwick . ...... James River, Va.
Littlo Ada..cooeveeen.s 2 4] Acting Master S; P, Orafts........ y...| Cape Fear River,
LONATHO vevrnrinnnenns 10 3 1 Lieut, ComyJ, S Barnes............... Do,
Monticello.....oveuen.. 6 4| Lieut. W, B/ Cishing. vooonineenn ., L Off Now Inlat,
MAaumee s...vevennrenns 3 4 | Lieut, Com; R, Chandler............... Cape Fear River.
Moceasin’..... veeanens 3 4 1 Acting EnsignJ: Browni.c.......... ! Do.
Maokinaw ..oeveennnn., 10 37 Commandor Ji 0, Beanmont........... 0.k
Massasgoit.............. 10 3 | Commander R. T, Renshaw .......... James River, . . .
Mount Vernon......... 5 4| Act.Vol, Liout, J, Lrathen ............ Nortolk Navy Yard,
Mattabesett ........... 10 3 1 Commandér J. G, Fobjger ............. Sounds, North Carolina,
Montgomery........... ] 31 Act, Vol, Lieut,'T. O, Dunn,...........| Off Now Inlet.
Maratanza . .co.oooeeean. 6 3 | Liout, Com, G W, Young .iecuaneaalt. Capo Fear River.
Miamdoooiiveenannoas, 8 31 Aot, Vol Lieut, G, WW.Qravea......... James River, Va.
Mondot.oeoevnnnrs..o. 10 3 | Commander E. T, Nichiola............. Do,
Mount Washington.... 1 4 | Act, Master und Pilot T, 1L Haynle. .. Do, -
Mystloeeaeiiiioaaaan, 7 4 | Aoting Master Wi Wright............ York River, Va,
Marthniee.ovennioneefoen o] 4| Aoting Ensign ¥, 11, Crandall......... Ordored 1o sounds,
Malvorn....... PO 12 4 Ensign (W, G Y Wige . voveeiinnnn ..] Capo‘Fear River.
Montauk .......oo.s . 2 3 | Liout, Com, K. E, Stone.s....ucvvvnnnn. Do.
Nyack ooeivennnonoie 4 8 4 | Liout. Com, L, H, Newman ............ Do,
New Berno (supply |...... S
stoamor), el .
Nangomond..oeeeseeads 3 4 | Aoting Masater J, II, Porter .c..eev .ot Cape Fear River,
O8C00A v eevrovevsassnsd] 10 41 Commander J, B M. Clitz......... )o,
Onondaga.e..evencesa. 4 3 | Lieut, Com, H. G, Blake ..... pereaiean .| dnmes River, Va.
|1 13 PO L 2 R X7 EESMIP U . o,
Pequot + «vivivnnnnnes . 8 4 | Lieut, Com. D), 1, Braine ........ .eses] Capo Foar River,
Pawtuxeb.........c.eet 10 3| Commandor J, 1, 8pottg,........... e Do,
Pontoosuo «...eeeveenl) 12 3 | Lieut; Com, W, G, Tomple............. Do,
POPPY cevveviinenrneass 2 4 | Acting Ensign W, Clarke..... verenans Jmmnes Rivor.
l’iolke)t bont Mo, 1 (Al 1 4| Acting Insign N, R, Davis ..... ves Do,
Vi),
l’llukotbout. No.3(Gam: |,..... 4 | Aoting Eusign IL F, Curtln. .....o.... Do,
ma),
Pmkgltt boat No. 4 |...... + 4| Aoting Maater's Mate W. ¥, Gragg. ... Do,
(Dolta), *
Plc]lmt" “hoat No, b [|...... 4 | Acting Master 1% [W.] Mintzer....... Do,
(Epailon). .
l’io}(lot b)m\t No, 6]...... 4 | Acting Ensign E, M, Bogga..co.e.. ... Do.
(Zot). o .
Plekot. {mmoh No,3.... 1 4 lieacivasisninavirseviiviiiiiseneaesiass| (Capo Foar River,
kot lnuneh No.4.... 1 4 | Acting Master's Mate W, H: Bolton ..| Sounds, North Carolina.
Pickot laupch No. b, ... 1 4 | Acting Ensign J, 31 Ohapmau,.....onl 0 Do, oo
Pickot launch No.6.... 1 4 | Acting Enaign C. 8, Wlllcox..........| Capo Fear Rivor,
Rhodo Island,......... 12 2 | Commander 8.1 Cronchard.......... ‘Hunnnon Toads,
R.,R.Cuylor ........... 212 3 Comhander C. H, B, Caldwoell........ | Ot Now Inlot, N, C.
RengbAW oovvvenenirea]onnnns 4 | Gunnor E. A, MeDonald ........ .} Sounds, Novth Cavolinn,
ROMIAN. covrrannoianns IS . L B O T e T R R L Lk L LT T T R LT PP .} Norfolk, Va,
Rolenge......ccoivennn . 3 4| Acting MastorJ, Bakor............... Beaufort, N, €,
Ropuble...cvevinene.. 11 4| Aoting Ensign J, W, Bennett... .| Capo Fear River,
NeNCCA. v vssssaierasenns Hi 4 | Lieut, Com, M, Sleard ............. Do,
Santingo de Cuba......[ 11 2 | Capt, 0, 8. GHason w. .. .veeiveneno.....| Hampton Ronds.
Samuel Rotan........., o 4 | Aoting Master W, G. Nutting. ..] York River.
Shamrock.......un.. A ) | 8 | Commander W, H, Macomb..:. .| Sounds, North Caroline,
Shokokonieeverveeenss ] 4 | Aot, Vol Lieut, 8, Huso..... .| Ordered to sounds,
Hpuy]ton Duyvil (tor- 1. oeus .Act, Asst, ¥ng, [J,1.) Lay.... .| James Rivor, Va.
nedo), Sl e
Saflron, . .eeea.. cvvreendliinasd 4] Acting Eiaign XL M, Plshon. . Do,
Sasgacus. .. 12 3 | Lieut, Com,J, L, Davia:...... Jape Fear Rivor,
Shawmut.... 8 3 | Liout, Com, [J. G.) Walker...... Do, -
‘'ncony .... 12} 3| Liout, Com, W, T T'ruxtnn,...........J| Ordered to sounda.
Unndlﬁn... 6; 4| Lieut, Com, F. M, Ramsay....... .| Capo Foar River.
Undb, s esineecneenieannolinanss | 4] Acting Enatgn IL ', Hathaway. .| Norfolk, Va.
Vieksburg.. 6, 3| Aoting Mastor W, U, Grozlor. J O Now Inlet,
Viotoria-,... 3. 4| Acting Enalgn W, Moody..... Sounds, North Cavolina,
Vallay City ... 6. 4| ActingMastor J. A.J, Brooks . Do,
Wostorn World 5. 4| Aoting Ensign K, Iorrick ... .| Janies Rivor, .
Wildornoss ... 4 4| Aoting Master H, Arey....... ..| Cape Fear River,
Wyalusing . 14 . 3| Ldeut: Com, B, English’y..,.... .| Sounds, North Carolina.
Whitehend.. 41 4] Acting Master .YV Barrett . Do, :
Wyandotto . 51 4] Aoting Master T\, Sheor........ .| Norfolk, Va,
Willfam Badgor....%..oe.... ivee.i] Acting Ensign 8, G, Swahie...........| Bonufort, N, G,
ateh .o iig.. 2 4 Acting Ensignd. Bighop:.............}] James River, Va.
Younyg America. 21 . 4 [ Aoting Maator's Mato J, H, Gilloy Do, . i
Yautioe.eoiseasns b 4 | Liout, Com. T. C, Harpla:..............} Capo Fear River,
2 4 James River, Va.

ZOUAYO. e eiveearsrinees

Aoting Ensign J, L, Hayes.cooeovnss
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Report of Commander Macomd, U, 8. Navy, regarding general affuirs in
the sounds of North Carolina.

‘ - U. 8. 8, SHAMROOK,
Dist. of the Sounds of N. 0., New Berne, February 15, 1865.

ADMIRAL: [ expect the Tacony here to-morrow, and shall start for
Plymouth on her arrival, as the most important work in this district is
going on at and about that place. I shall leave instructions with
Lieuntenant-Uommander Truxtun to have the gap in the Neuse obstruc-
tions stopped. . , ,

Commander Febiger has had charge of affairs at Plymouth, and he
writes me that he has completed the chain blockades across the Roa-
noke and Middle rivers, These I have constructed as temporary obstruc-
tions until I could build the cobwork across the Roanoke at a point
above the upper mouth of the Middle, and so shut up both rivers at
once, I have written to Oaptain Berrien at Norfolk for a pile driver,
and he says he can lend me one (I conld not get one here), so 1 shall
sond the Ceres for it to-morrow morning, Commander IFebiger also
informs me that he has tried the box pumps (six of them) cn the Albe-
marle without success, I had 12 more made here and sont them to
Plymouth, The diver states that he has stopped the leaks in the bot-
tom of the ram, made by Oushing’s torpedo, but the casemate, which
is partially submerged, is much shattered by the torpedo which the
rebels exploded in her after she sank, Mr, Underdown, the head of
the submarine party, wrote me yesterday from Norfolk, stating that he
would get his steam pump down on the 11th, and he had no doubt but
that he could raise the Albemarle,

The following is a list of vessels of this district now in the sounds:
Shamrock, Wyalusing, Tacony, Valley Oity, Ceres, Lockwood, Commodsie
-~ Hull, Henry Jancs, and Granite, tugs Belle and Hoyt, and picket boat
No, 5, 'The Tockwood and Colnmodore Hull are unfit for service, The
latter can not now move at all, The Henry Janes and Granite are sail-
ing vessels, o ; ;

The Ohicopee, Whitchead, tug Martin, and the IHetzel, all of this dis-
trict, are at Norfolk for repairs, the last-named being worn out and, I
hear, laid up. The Whitehead and Martin have been theroe for some
time, and I wish you would order them back here again as soon as
possible. , N

I shall have torpedoes put on the vessels’ bows as soon as I can.

I wrote to-day to the Bureau of Ordnance for the torpedoes as yon
directed, I wrote a private note some time ago to Oaptain Wise ask-
ing for some torpedoes like those found in the Roanoke River, vhich
could be constriucted on the pattern of the one I sentr to Washington
by Lieutenant-Commander Arnold, The Bureau answered, however,
that on being referred, the Department had decided that there was no
more necessity for the torpedoes, and refused to authorize their con-
struction, It would perhaps insure my getting the torpedoes for the
river, were you (if you have not already done 8o) to write to the Bureau
on the subject, ’ ,

The torpedo boat you spoke of as being ordered here from Norfolk
has not arrived. o,

In your letter of the 24th January you requested me to ‘“make a
note of it” when the army destroyed the ram in the Roanoke, I have
been waiting pabientlf/ ever since I roported that the expedition had
started in hopes of being able to ‘make the note,” but I have waited in
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vain, The troops left Plymouth and were landed by the stecamers at
Colerain on the Cliowan River. Here one of the boats got on the
stumps and sunk. The troops never marched a foot from the place
" they landed, and only came back a few days ago, having succeeded in
raising their steamer, ¢The expedition,” writes Captain Febiger,
‘seems to have resolved itself into a cotton and tobacco raid.”

In regard to the man Lane, I know nothing, except that he was
once before tried at New Berne by a military commission for contra-
band trading, and was sentenced to pay a heavy penalty, but he got
his trial over again at Norfolk, where General Butler was, and was let
off. That is the only connectionthat I know of between Liane and Gen-
eral Butler, When arrested by me this time Lane was trading under
permits from the President (ree General Order No. 42, Navy Depart-
ment), and the only thing that 1 found wrong about him was that he
was carrying supplies to the rebels which I considered to be contra-
band of war, and as such forbidden by the general order above cited.
The main fault there, however, was that General Shepley should per-
mit him to take such a cargo into the rebel country, which he did, as
shown by his signature in the permits,

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

‘W, H. MAooMB,
; . Oommander, Commanding.
Rear-Admiral DAVID D, PORTER,
Commanding North Atlantic Squadron,

Y

[Tolegram,)

NAVY DEPARTMENT, Fobwuaa{y 16, 1865,
You will remain at the front in command of the James River Division,
GIDEON WELLES,
Seceretary of the Navy.
Commodore WiLLIAM RADFORD, U, 8. Navy, o ‘
Oommanding James River Division, Bermuda Hundred, Va.

-

Joint operations in Oape Fear River, including capture of Fort Anderson,
' February 16-19, 1865.

Lotter from Major-General Schofleld, U, 8, Army, to Rear-Admiral Porter, U, 8, Navy, rogard.
. ing the advance of Federal lines,

HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF NORTH CAROLINA,
' Army of the Ohio, February 9, 1864,

Sir: Preparatory to operations against Wilmington, I desire to
advance General Terry’s line 80 as to threaten the enomy’s position east
of Cape Fear River. It will greatly facilitate the operations to have
for & short time previous to the advanee a strong fire from the gunboats
upon the right of the enemy’s lines, viz, immediately opposite Fort
Anderson, Possibly the effect of this may be so great as to enable the
troops to take possession of Sugar Loaf Hill, and thus obviate the neces-
sity of the proposed operations west of the river, The fleet outside may
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also render some assxstance, though the fire will be at long range and
inaccurate on account of the intervening woods, I.would like to make
the advance to-morrow, or the next day at the latest, if you can be
prepared to cooperate so soon, If this movement results in a decided
success, which 1 do not count upon, I will push for Wilmington at once.
If not, 1 will then be prepmed to trausfer troops to the west bank of the
river, and threaten in like manner Fort Anderson and the adjacent line,
preparatory to the more extended movement to turn the enemy’s posi-
tion, These initiatory movements can'be made while I am getting up
the rest of my troops and maflerials, and preparing for an extended
movement, if that prove to be necessary. I hope thus to save several
days’ tlme, whieh is important. Please be 8o kind as to inform me when
you can cooperate in the movement 1 propose, .-
I am, admiral, very rospecttully, your obedient servant,
J. M, Sonol«‘u«,LD,
Major-General,
Rear-Admiral POrRTER, U. 8. Navy,
Commanding, ete., Cape Fear River,

Letter from Rear-Admiral Porter, U, 8, Navy, to Major-General Schofleld, U. 8, Army, regard-
ing dook for landing troops,

OAPE FEAR RIV}uR, Fabruar Y 10 1865,

GENERAL: 1 hiwe examined the dock running out from the place
spoken of this morning and find that troops can be easily landed there
at halt‘ or full tide; at low water a boat can not get within 60 yards of
it, and the men would have to wade through the mud. The wharf is
aboubJBO feeb long, a strong; substantial work, with one plank rvnning
all the way along through the center; only one man can go at a time,
It wants about 700 feet of plank to be put on each side of the center
piece Lo make it complete. Twenty men would fix it in a couple of
hours,

There will be a good tide there to- night, and boats will be able to go
to the dock up to 12 o ‘clock, midnight; to-morrow night, an hour later,
I think we can get all themen landed there by the time you want them
by commencing a little after sunset.

Very respectfully, your oi. »ilient servant,
‘ I)Avm D. PORTER,
Rcar Admir al,

Major- Geneml J. M, SOHOFIBLD;

Comdg. Department of North Car olina, Federal I’mni N, C.

Order of Rear-Admiral Poxter, U, 8, Navy, to Commander Rolando, U. 8. Navy, in view of pro-
poscd cooperative movement against the enemy in Cape Fear Rivor.

OArE FEAR RIVER, February 10 186%,

Sir: The army expect to make a move along the beach to try and
turn the enemy’s left flank. The enemy are intrenched 2 or 3 miles
below the Half Moon battery at the beginning of that long bayou, The
object will be to get the gunboats in the rear of their intrenchments and
cover the advance of our troops.  'When our troops are eoming up, the
gunboats will ran close in and shell the enemy in front of them, so as
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to enable the troops to turn their flanks, if possible, The intrench-
ments are about 800 yards from the beach and you will make your ele-
vitions dccordingly. © As the army come up, your fire will have to be
very rapid, taking care not to fire into our own men. Go down and
reconnoiter from aloft, so that you will be sure of the enemy’s position,
then send for all the captains and let them understand it. Put your-
self in full communication with the general commanding on shore, and
.conform in all things to his wishes, Make your arrangements complete,
so that there will be no failure,
Respectfully, your obedient servant,
DaAvip D. PORTER, -

: ‘ : Rear-Admiral,

Commander H, ROLANDO,
Oomdg, Keystone State and Senior Naval Oflicer, off New Inlet,

These operations will take placo to-morrow. --

Goneral order of Rear-Admiral Porter, U, 8, Navy, giving instructions for operations against
Wilmington, N, 0.

GENERAL ORDERS,
No. 15,

. NorTH ATLANTIC SQUADRON,
U. 8. IMagship Malvern, Oape Fear River, February 10, 1865,
The following orders will be observed in going up the river and in the -
operations that will be carried on against Wilmington: N
All the vessels will come up their forestays, and have everything
clear for firing over the bows and directly ahea()l; all netting work and
stanchion {rames will be taken down, In commencing operations
against a fort, it is intended to commence at long range and throw in a
quick fire (after the proper elevation is obtained), while the monitor is
getting a close position where she can. fire effectively. As the guns of
the enemy slacken their fire, the vessels will be ordered by signal to
move up close to a point designated, when they will anchor or stop, as
the signal may direct, While going up, the distance moved must be
calculated and the direction of the guns altered accordingly., When it
is no longer possible to fire over the bow with effect, I shall (at the
proper time) direct the headmost vessels to push up within grape and
canister distance. When this order is given, the vessels designated
will push on, but not anchor until ordered. No vessel will pass the
southern face of the fort, but keep 200 yards this side of it; nor will
anyone.go within 300 yards of the docks near the fort, as there the reb-
cls have three torpedoes and obstructions,  'When vessels do get within
grapeshot distance, they will use grape and canister from their broad-
side gung and howitzers and shell or shrapnel from the pivot guns or
~ 30-pounder Parrotts, The guns of the enemy must be the objects fired
at, and the grape and canister are only to be used when the enemny ‘are
firing at us, unless the sharpshooters shonld fire on the vessels, in which
casoe cm'efuily cut shrapnel will be the best thing to burst right over the
parapet. The vessels will move up ia tha following order: Osceola,
Parwtuvet, Mdckinaw, Pontoosuo, Tosco, Sassaous, lenapee, Maratanza,
Yantio, Pequot, Shaiemut, Nyaok, Una(f-illa‘, Ohippewa, Huron, Seneca, -
. 'Mhere will be two orders of attack; the first order will he line abreast,
where as many vessels as can anchor close abreast of each other will do
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go. This applies to double-enders. Order No. 2 is forming line, as per
diagram,

I
i

No. 2.

the leading veasel on the right, and the others coming up and anchor-
ing 8o that their bow will lie nearly in a line with the stern of the ves.
sel ahead. ‘LI'his will enable 4 few more vessels to fire ahead in the
narrow channel, Everyvessel will haveastout hawser and heavykedge
ready to run out, and anchor head and stern, 8o that the vessel will not
swing when the tide turns, as they must be kept bow on all the'time,.
When the pivot guns can i)o used out of their own ports it must be
done, and direct firing commence, Commanders are directed to watch
the tfagship closely for signals, , ,

Boats will be kept in readiness, with grapnels to drag for torpedoes,
and also ready to pick up the crew of any vesscl that might be
blown up. ; : :

The enemy have shifted their flagstaff, Do not fire at that, but only
at the works and guns, )

DAviD D, PORTER,
Rear-Admiral, Commanding North Atlantic Squadron.

8pecial order of Major-General fichofleld, U, 8, Army, regurding movements of troops,

Army of the Ohio, Federal Point, N, O.,
No. 3. February 12, 1865,

I. The following movement will be made with a view to turn the
enemy’s position east of Cape Fear River and open the way to Wil-
mington: ,

One brigade of General Ames’ divisiol of General Terry’s corps will
- embark on light-draft stecamers at the IFederal Poinf wharf and move
outside to a point on the beach about 2 miles south of Masonboro Inlet,
where the troops will land. The remainder of General Ames’ division
and General [J. D.] Cox’s division, of the Twenty-third Corps, will
march along the sea beach to the point of landing, S

The pontoons, thirty in number, and about the same number of navy
boats, will be towed by the steamers to the place of landing, where
they will be landed and hauled across the beach into Masonboro
Sound. . This” being accomplished, the troops will croas in the small
boats to the mainland. , ,

The portion of the expedition which moves by sea is placed under
-the immediate command of Brigadier-General Oomstock, whose orders
will be strictly obeyed by all, The commanding general will accompany
the main body of the troops and will give orders for movements against
the enemy after a landing is effected. The boats will all be at the
wharf at 4 o’clock this p, m. and report to Geheral Comstock for orders.

SPROIAL QRDERS,§ HnQES., DEPT, oF NORTH UAROLINA,
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The troops to move by boat will report at the wharf at dark. The
main body of the froops will march as soon as it is dark enough to eon-
ceal their movements from the enemy. ,

The utmost silence must be preserved by the troops during the
movement, and on no account will fires be made or lights exhibited
either on the boats or ashore by which the enemy might detect the
movements. No straggling must be permitted.

The men will be supplied with three days’ rations and as much
ammunition as they can carry on their persons. The officers should
also carry with them three days’ rations.

General Terry, with the portion of his troops not included in this
expedition, will press the enemy closely, commeneing at daylight in the
morning, and will follow him vigorously it he gives way, or attaek him
if he weakens his line 8o much as to justify it.

The troops will carry with them a good supply of intrenching tools,

By command of Major-General Schofield:

J. A. CAMPBELL,
Major and Assistant Adjutant- General,
Admiral D, DD, PORTER. _—

Letter from Major-General S8chofleld, U, 8, Army, to Rear-Admiral Porter, U, 8, Nav;'r, regavd-
ing measures of cooperation, 5

HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF NORTH OAROLINA,
February 19, 1865,

ApMIRAL: If the wind continue favorable, I intend to turn the
enemy’s position to-night by crossing Masonboro Sound about 2 miles
below the inlet., I propose tosend a brigade of troops outside in small
steamers with my pontoon boats and such small boats as you can fur-
nish me, TLet them land and haul the boats over the beach into the
sound, and thus cross to the mainland. The main portion of the troops
will march up the beach to the point of crossing,

I would like about thirty boats from -the navy, with strong crews;
also the steam tng Wilderness, with the pilot -who went with Generni
Oomstock yesterday. It is also important to have a strong naval
force outside to cover the landing. ,

I would like to have the boats report to General Comstock at-the
wharf at 4 o’clock this p. m. The men should be provisioned with two
or three days’ rations,

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
J. M. SOnOFIELD,
: Major-General,

Rear-Admiral PORTER,

Oommanding North Atlantic Squadron.

-

Ordor of Rear-Admiral Porter, U, 8, Navy, to Commander Rolando, U, 8§, Navy, regarding
measures of cooperation with the army.

, FLAGSHIP MALVERN,
Oape Fear River, North Carolina, Sunday, February 12, 1865,

Sir: You will get all the gunboats outside together, and when the
army is ready and comes out in the transports, yom will proceed on
with them and place your vessels above them to cover the landing and
enfilade the place back when the troops go in.
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Under no circumstdnces fire over the troops. One of your shells yes-
terday came near killing General Terry and staft, and as the fuzes of
1862 are not to be relied on, do not use them if you can bhelp it., You
will have all your boats ready to land the troopq, but do not let the
sailors carry any arms. If the sailors are requu‘ed on shore to assist in
manniifg the boats when they are tuken into the sound, see that the
men have their pea jackets and salt pork and bread enou gh to last them
for three days.

Do whatever the general requires of you, and keep your vessels close
in, so that you can communicate easily, You will lie. (supposing you
are 300 yards from the beach) exactly Ugmlles from the enemy’s artillery
or forces on the opposite side of Myrtle Sound,|North Carolinaj,and you
must elevate your guns and time your fuzes .lc('ordmglv.

There will bo no enemy on the beach. There the troops want no cov-
ering, but the enemy will be across the sound,

Keep near the general or with him while on the water, so that you
can act in accordance with his desires,

You will get all the vessels outside together, nml have a proper under-
standing with the commanders regarding what is requiréd of them.

Do not let any of the gunboats show any lights going down to-night,

Leave one good gunboat to cover onr troops,

Respecttully, your obedient servant, .
DAvID D, PORTER,
Rear- Admiral,
Commander H., ROLANDO,
Commanding U. 8. N. 'Ky ystone State.

Order of Rear-Admiral Porter, U, 8, Navy, designating vessels to assist in moving troops,

FEBRUARY 13, 18G5,

The tngs Nansemond, Kolus, Wilderness, and - Moccasin wul roport
without delay at the wharf near Fort Buchanan to General Schofield,
or the army officer in command, to take on board such troops as may
be thera and obey the orders of ’the military commander., .

Davip D. Porrer,
Rear- Admn al.

Letter from Major-General Schofield, U, 8, Army, to Rear-Admiral Porter, U. 8, Navy, giving
instruotions for the gunboats,

IIIuADQUAR'rmw DEPARTMENT 0F NORTII OAROLINA,
Army of the Ohio, Federal Point, N, O, I sbruary 14, 1865,

ADMIRAL: The movement ordered on the 12th will be made to-night,
except that the pontoon boats will be hauled on wagons. Please orvder
the gunbmts outside to be ready to cover the erossing of the sound at.
daylight in the morning, and to land their small boats at tho pmnt of
crossing about midnight, it the weather will permit,

Yery respectfully, your obedient servant,
J. M, SOHOFIELD,
Major-Qeneral, Commanding.
Rear-Admiral D, D, Por’ I'BR,
Oommanding North Atlantio Squadron,
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Instructions from Rear-Admiral Porter, U, 8. Navy, to Commander Rolando, U, 8, Navy,
commanding U. 8, 8, Keystone Btate.

FLAGSHIP MALVERN,
Oape Fear River, February 14, 1865,

Str: The army will make. its movement by the beach, and will be
near Masonboro Inlet by daylight.

You will take all your vessels oxcepting oue gunboat, Whlch you will
leave to protect General Terry’s flank, to the above-named point, and
be ready to cover the troops as they cross over Myrtle Sound.

You must be at that point before daylight, so that the troops will not
have to wait for you,

One of your vessels will keep along with the troops near the beach,
with the signal officer on board to communicate with the general, 80
that he can inform you at any time of his wishes in relation to your
movements. If the army wishes the use of your boats, and it is pos.
sible to get them on shore, which 1 do not think it will be with this
breeze, give it every aid and assistance; o

It may be possiblo to get some of your best and lightest surfboats
on shore, and, as it is not necessary for them to come back again, you
might po‘asnbly be enabled to succeed.

That, however, depends on the weather, about which, inside here, I
ca,n tell nobhmg. _

I send you the general’s telegram, which will explain to you what
he desires, Attend to his wishes,

Masonboro Inlet is about 10 milés from here, and you must allow
plenty of time to got there, Do not beout of the way.a minute, Remem-
ber not to flre over the troops, but get above and fire ahead of them in
case you are attacked. Watch the army signal officer ashore, 80 that
you can stop firing when told to, '

After the army has landed succosstu]ly and the services of all the
vessels are no longer needed there, send two of them down to cover
General Terry’s troops, in case they should advance,

Respectfuliy, your obedient servant, Lo
DAviD D, PORTER,
Lear- Admiral,
Commander H., RoLANDGC,
. Commanding U. 8. 8. Keystone State,

Letter from Rear-Admiral Porter, U, 8, Navy, to Kajor-ﬁeneml Sohofield, U, 8, Army, regarding
the danger of water cooperatxon

CAPE FEAR RIvER, February 14, 1865,

GENERAL: Your letter has beon received. 1 am sorry to say I fear
you will meet with disappointment in landmg on the outside. The
wind i8 northeast—one of the worst winds for making a surf on the
beach—and 1 doubt if any boat could possibly land there without risk-
ing the loss of all on board, Even with wind at the north, the sea
begins to set in, and the beach is never smooth enough to land in a boat
unloss it is (llrectly oft the iand.

You might send one of our small vessels now with you down to oxam-
ine the place, and you would feel better satisfied; but Iam pretty sure
that if you depend td-night on the water coopemtion you wih be dlsup
pointed and your plans be defeated, ,
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. The gunboats outside are directed to move when you do, and be sub-
ject to your orders. If you conclude io make no movement by water,
will you please let me know?

Yery respectfully, your obedient serviant,

DAVID D. PORTER,
Rear- Admiral.
Md«JOI‘ General J. M, SOIIOFIELD
Comdyg. l)opt. of North Oarolma, Federal Point, N. 0.

[Telegram.)

FEDERAL PoINT, NORTH CAROLINA,
Fe bruary 14, 1865—3:30 p. m.
Our pilots say it is too rongh on the bar to take the small steamers
across now, 1 will send orders to the vessels outside to do as you have
wished.
Co D. D. PORTER,

Rear- Admiral.
Major-General SCHOFIELD, .

Order of Rear-Admiral Porter, U, 8, Navy, to Commander Boltu'ldo, U, 8, Navy, transmitting
dispatoh from Major-General Schofield, U, 8, Army,

FLAGsHIP MALVERN,
Uape ear River, February 14, 18().).

Sir: I enclose you a telegram just received from General Schofield,
which I wish you to have carried out strictly.
Respectfully,
DAvip D. PORTER,
Rear-Admiral,
Oommander H, KOLANDO,
Oommandirg Keystone State.

{Enclosure,—Telegram.]

HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF NORTH CAROLINA,
Army of the Ohio, Federal Point, N. 0., February 15, 1865,

I failed to got my boats up the beach, and shall return to the original
plan. 1 would like to use your tugs bo carry sroops aeross the I‘IVOI‘
to-morrow.

J. M., SCNOFIBLD,
_ Major-General,
Admiral D. D, PorT1ER,

Commanding North Atlantic Squadron.

Letter from Rear-Admiral Porter, U. £. Navy, to Major-General 8chofield, U, 3, Army, requesting
instruot:lom regarding tugs,

FEBRU‘ARY 16 1805,

GENERAL: The tugs are directed to remain at your orders as long as
.you require them., Do you mean to land on the west bank? If so, I
will have all the small boats ready to tale the troops oft, Will you
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plense let me know at what time you waut the small bouts to be ready,
and they will be there. All the tugs are now near your vessel. [ am
going to send them to Western Bar to help get the troops off of a
transport.outside.

Whatever you wish done, please notify me. Two or three tugs might
get the troops oft the transport hefore dark. I think there are about
a thousand. .

Very respectfully,
: DAvID D, PORTER,
Rear-Admiral.
Major-General J. M, SOHOFIELD,
Commanding Dcpartment of North Carolina.

Report of Lieutenant-Commander Braine, U. 8. Navy, regarding casualties on the U, 8. 8, Pequot,

U. 8, S. Pequor,
Cape Fear chr, North Carolina, February 17, 186.».

Sir: I have to report that, in obedience to signal, this afternoon I got
underway and steamed up the river to the attack of Fort Anderson,

A fow minutes after the vessel took position she was struck by a solid
shot, wounding b of the crew, as follows:

William Brian, quartermaster, mnortally; has died of his wounds.

Jer. Lyons, quartermaster, seriously; amputation of left arm.

Oarl Poelstrom, ordmary seaman, seriously; amputation of foot
NECORsary.

Thomas Donelly, landsman, slightly, -

Iidrick Hague, first-class boy, slightly.

The following is the list of ammunition expended:

Nineteen charges 160-pounder rifle, 16-pound; 19 percussion shell,
150-pounder rifle; 16 charges 30-pounder ritle, 3;} -pound; 16 pereussion
shell, 30-pounder ritle,

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
D, L. BRAINE,
Lieutenant- Commander.

Rear-Admiral D, D, PORTER,

(Jommcmdmg North Atla/ntw Blockading Squadron.

" Order of Rear-Admiral Porter, U, 8. Navy, to Lieutenant-Commander Young, U. B. Navy,
aseigning his position for the attack.

OArE FEAR RIVER, February 18, 1865.

Sm: You will proceed up and get in line with the other vessels-
anchor your vessel head and stern, with bow gun pointed at the fort.
Do not fire & gun until you report your vessel by signal, anchored
as I direct, and do not open fire until I direct.

Twice in this river have I been compelled to withdraw you from
action for inattention to my orders and not placing your vessel where
she ought to be. You have another opportunity to remove the impres-
sion made on my mind,

Respectfully, your obedient servant,
' : l)Avm D. PoRTER,
Rear-Admiral,
Lieutenant-Oommander Gio, W, YOUNG,
Uomdg. U. 8. 8, Maratanza, Oape Fear River, North Oarolma.
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Report of Lisutenant-Commander Potter, U, 8, Navy, regurding oasualties on the U. 8, 5,
Chippewa.,

, U. 8, 8, OHIPPEWA,
Oape Fear River, North Carolina, February 18, 1865, -

S1g: I have to report that on board this vessel in the engagement of

to-day, William Wilson, 1st (captain of forecastle), was killed, and

Daniel Lund (ordinary seaman), wounded in left arm (arm since

amputated). _—
I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
EpwaArp B, Porrer,
Lieutenant-Commander, Commanding U, S. 8. Chippeiva

Rear-Admiral DAVID D, PORTER,
Commanding North Atlantic Squadron,
U. 8. Illagship Malvern, Cape Fear River,

Report of Lieutenant-Commander 8tone, UA. 8(.i Navy, regai‘ding the disabling of ‘guns in Fort
. nderson.,

- U, 8, IRONOLAD MONTAUK,
, Off Fort Anderson, February 18, 1865,

S1r: Colonel [O:lando I1.] Moore's note to you has just been received
and contents noted, As the picket boats appear to have orders to
report to me, I shall have the river thoroughly dragged up to some
buoys 1 have perceived about 500 yards above me, They were not
visible yestorday, and I doubt not they were laid by the rebels,

I feel confident that tho Sussacus disabled the gun at the right angle
of the fort, which I call No. 1, and I am equally certain that Acting
Master Orowninshield, of this vessel, performed the same service to the
next gun, which I call No, 2. There remains but one gun to disable,
which points down the river, I will do my best to render it useless by
8 a, m, to-morrow, ' ‘

There are no rifle pits in the open space in front of the fort,

If the gunboats lying near you fire to-morrow from their present
position, they should be cautioned not to pui their shells into the
woods, as they to-day drove back our advance pickets by their shells
falling short, ,

Respecttully, your obedient servant, ' :
, EpwAry I, STONE,
Lieutenant- Commander, U, 8. Navy.

Rear-Admiral D, I, PORTER, ,
Commanding North Atlantic Squadron.

Extraots from journal of Cominander Beaumont, U, 8. Navy, cormmanding U, 8, 8. Mackinaw,

o U. 8. 8, MAOKINAW,
‘ Oape Fear River, North Carolina, February 11, 1865,
Saturday.~—Wind westward, 1; weather, b, Let go forestay, rigged
In anchor davits, and got ready to use X1.inch gun over how. At 8
[a. m,] got Uinderway and steamed up river, Cleared ship for action,
Commenced shelling the rebels on east bank of river; fired 24 rounds
from XI-inch. Fort Anderson opened on us from west side. At 10:20
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steamed down to our position, At 11, Montauk steamed up and opened
fire on Fort Anderson. We steamed up and opened fire on the fort with
our XI-inch, firing 63 rounds, fort replying, At 2 p, m,, having
expended all of our XI-inch ammunition, we dropped down to our sta.
tion. and anchored. We were hit twice by Whitworth bolts; once
through smoke pipe and once in main gaff, At 3:20 got underwuy
and steamed down river to ammunition vessel Received a (quantity of
X1-inch ammunition and proceeded up the river to our position aund.
anchored,

_ U. S, S, MAOKINAW,
Oape Fear River, North Curolina, February 18, 18645,
Saturday—Wind northward and westward, 2; weather,b.c. At8:10

[a. m,) got underwuy and steamed up to within 14 miles of’ Fort Ander-
son. Moored ship ahead and astern and opened fire on the fort wich
XI-ineh pivoty fired 80 rounds, At 9:30 admiral signuled to us, 75:31,
At 12:30 [p,mi) got underway and steamed up toward the fort and
came to anchor,. Opened fire on the fort with our IX-inch guns, doing
splendid execution, the fort occasionally replying, One shot struck
us below-the water line on port side, intlicting no damage, At 6 ceased
firing, excepting once every five minutes, Sent boat on pickef,

U, 8, S, MAOKINAW,
Ouape Fear River, North Carolina, February 19, 1865,

Sunday—Wind northward and eastward, 1; weather, b, ¢, f. Re.
ceived from Wilderness 100 IX-inch shell and 4,000 pounds powder.
Supplied the Sassacus with 40 IX.inch shell and 400 pounds powder,
At 6 a,m, fired oune shot at the fort, when a white flag was displayed,
and we found that our forces were in possession, the enemy having
evacuated during the night. IFlagship got underway and steamed up
the river, making signal tous to follow. Got underway and steamed up
tho river and came to anchor oft Fart Anderson, Sent boats to diag tor
torpedoes; sent'to the Nansemond for fresh provisions. At 12:40 [p. m.|
got underway and proceeded up to Campbell Ishand; eame to anchor
and sent boats to land troops. Sent to Montauk n boat, which was
returned in the night.  Received from Maratanza o quantity of XI-inch
ammunition, -

Reyport of Renr-Admiral Porter, U, 8, Navy, regarding the evacuation of Fort Anderson,

. -~ NORIH ATLANIIC SQUADRON,
U. 8. 8. Flagship Malvern, Cape L'ear River, February 19, 1865,
Sir: I have the honor to report the surrender or evacuation of Fort
Anderson, General Schofield advanced from Smithville with 8,000 men
on the 17th, At the same time [ attacked the works by water, placing
the monitor Montauk close to the works and enfilading them with the
Pawtuxet, Lonapee, Unadilla, and Pequot, the tide and wind not allow-
ing more vessels to get under fire. The fort answered pretty briskly,
but quieted down by sunset. , _
On the 18th at 8 o'clock: moved up closer, with the monitor leading,
followed by Mackindw, Huron, Sassacus, Pontoosuc, Maratanza, Lenapee,
Unadilla, Pawtuaet, Osceola, Shawmut, Seneca, Nyack, Ohippewa, and,
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Little Ada, and kept up a heavy fire through the day until late in the
afternoon, The enemy’s batteries were silenced by 3 o'¢lock, though
we kept up a fire until dark, We also fired through the night, In the
meantime General Schofield was working round to get in the rear of
“the rebels and cut them off, *The latter did not wait for the army to
surround them, but left in the night, taking five or six pieces of light
artillery with them and everything of any value. '

At daylight this morning some of our troops that were near by went
in and hoisted the flag on the ramparts, when the firing from the mon-
itor ceased. There were ten heavy guns in Iort Anderson and & quan-
tity of ammunition,

We lost but 3 killed and 4 wounded,

I am, sir, respecttully,
DAviD D, PORTER,
' Dear-Admiral,

Hon, GIDEON WELLES,

Secrstary of the Navy, Vashington, . 0.

Order of Rear-Admiral Porter, U, 8, Navy, to Licutonant-Commander Harris, U, 8, Navy, com-
raanding U, 8, 8. Yantio, to take position to cover Fort Anderson,

FEBRUARY 20, 1805,

-S1r: As your vessel has no long guns, and as only long guns can be
used to advantage, you will drop down and lie abreast of IMort Ander-
son and cover that place, In case all the soldiers leave there, bring
away the rammers and spongoes, and if necessary spike the guns tempo-
rarily., While there, hunt around and ascertain if there are any
obstructions, and place a spar buoy on them; also hunt for torpednes.

Respectfully, cte., ' '
Davip D, Porrur,
- Rear-Admiral,
Lieutenant-Commander I'. €, THARKIS,
Commanding Yantic.

Unoftiolal lotter of Commander Temple, U, 8, Navy, commanding U, 8. 8, Pontoosus, to Acting
Rear-Admiral Bailoy, U, 8, Navy, regarding affairs in Capo Feay River,

U. 8. 8, PoNroosug,
~ Fowr Miles Below Wilmington, February 21, 1863,

My DEAR ADMIRAL: Your letter of the 4th réached mo yesterday,
and found me leading the squadron up the river, after having got
through a nice little fight at Fort Anderson, Since then we have had
three days more of it,  The rebs stand ap to their work manfully; but
we are too much for them, and hope to drive thom out of Wilmington
before many days, Porter built & bogus monitor out of an old scow
and some canvas and barrel staves, and sent it majestically past IFort
Anderson at midnight on the flood tide, Johnny Reb let off his torpe-
does without effect on it, and the old thing sailed across the river and
grounded in flank and rear of the enemy’s lines on tho eastern bank,
whereupon they fell back in the night. She now occupies the most
.advanced position of the line, and Battery Lee has been banging away
" at her, and probably wondering why she does not answer, Last night,
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aftor half a day’s fighting, the rebs sent down about 50 torpedoes;

but although “Old Bogey?” took no notice of them, they kept the rest of

us pretty lively so long as the ebb tide ran, '
* *

* X * * ¥*

Please give my warmest regards to your family, and beliove me,
Sincerely, yours,
WM, G, TEMPLE,

Letter from the Beoretary of the Navy to Lieutenant-Commander Stone, U, S Navy, transmit-.
ting copy of commendatory letter from Rear-Admiral Porter, U, §. Navy.

_ . NAVY DEPARTMENT, Maroh 9, 1865,
Sir: With great gratification the Department transmits herewith
copy of & communication from Rear-Admiral D. D, Porter, testifying
to your zeal and gallantry whilst in command of the Montauk in the
attack on Fort Anderson, N. O,
Very respectfully,
G, WHLLES,
Neeretary of the Navy.

Lieutonant-Commander HDWARD IS, 810N, _
Oommanding U, S. S, Montauk, near Wilmington, N. 0.

[Enclosura, )

, NorTH AZLANTIO SQUADRON,
U. 8 Iagship Malvern, Cape Fear River, February 24, 1863,

Sir: [ Leg leave to bring to the favorable notice of the Department
Lieutenant:Commander 13, 1%, Stone, commanding the monitor Montauk,

The ofiicer has manifested proper zeal and spiri{ and been veady at
all times to go into action, ,

When ordered to attack IFort Anderson he did it handsomely; laid
within 1,000 yards with the fire of the fort concentrated on him for
over thirty-six hours and convinced the rebels that no work counld be
held where & monitor or monitors were brought against it

I am mueh pleased with Licutenant-Commander B, 13, Stone, and am
sure he will give a good account of himself heroafter,

I am, sir, very respeetfully, your obedient sorvant,
DAvVID D, Por1er,
N . Rear- Admiral,
Hon, Gmuoxy WuLLmes,
Seerctary of Navy, Washington, D. C,

’

Abstract log of the U, 8, 8, Nyaok, Iieutenant-Commander Kewman, U. B, Navy.

February 18, 1865.~1'vomr 8 a, m, to meridian: A portion of the fleot
stood up tho [Cape Fear] River and engaged the rebel works at Ifort
Anderson. At 12 meridian got underway in obedience to signal and
proceeded up the river, At 12:15 p. m, spoke the flagship, called all
hands to quarters, manned the port battery., At 12:30 ¢ame to anchor
with a spring on the port anchor, At 12:40 commenced firing at ort
Anderson, At 2 p.,m, the enemy opencd fire {from a one-gun bhattery at
Sugar Loaf, Brought battery to bear on'it, and at 4 p. in, enemy coased
firing from Sugar Loaf. From 4 to 8 p, m,, continued firing at Fort
Anderson, At 5 p.m,, tide having turned, hove up anchor and kedge
and shifted our position into deeper water, and resumed firing as our,
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guns would bear, At 6:30 ceased fiving, Ilixpended during the
engagement, 63 30-pounder charges, 38 100-pounder charges, 26 IX-inch,
27 12-pounder rifle,

February 19.—At daylight saw our flag hoisted over-Fort Anderson
and our land forces near it. Sent first and second cutters to drag for
torpedoes. At 1:15 p, m, took our positlon in line and stood up the’
river [Cape Fear]. At 2:20 came to anchor 7 miles above Fort Ander-
son, At 9 p, m.,sent lh'st and second cutter in charge of Mr, Hopkins
to land troops, )

February 21—At 3:30p, m, seutlnunoh and second cutter to flag and
duty in charge ot Mr, Jordan, At 4:20 p.m, hove up anchor and stood
up the river; came to anchor near the Hugship, At 5:10 went to quar-
ters and mmmul the 1)01t lmbtery a portion of the flect bemg engaged
with Ifort Strong, At 7:20 sent the first cutter in charge of Mr, Colby
for duty up the river,

February 22—At 5:45 a. m, first eutter reburned in charge of Mr.
Colby, At 10:30 a, m, flag got underway and stood up the PIVLI’ Ifort
Strong apparently evacuated. At 5:35 p. m. came to anchor in Cape
Ifear River, opposite city of Wilmington,

Abstract log of the U, &, 8, Yantlo, Lioutenant-Commander Harris, U, 8, Navy,

February 13, 1865.—At 10:30 p. m, the Quaker monitor was anchored
near us and ])l.wed under charge of the captain, by order of the admiral,

February 18—Several of the fleet moved up the river and engaged
Fort Andorson. At 12:30 p, m. the Nyack steamed up to the fleot.
The fleet engaging FFort Anderson. Ifrom 4 to 6 p. m, lleet engaging
Fort Anderson, Trom 6 to 8 p. m, the ironelad Montauk fiving occa-
sionally at Fort Anderson, From 8 to midnight the Montauk firing
occasionally at Tfort Anderson,

February 19~-Commences and until 4 a. m, the fleot fiving at Ifort
Anderson at intervalg of twenty minutes, At dfmylightdi.s('ovorod that
Fort Anderson had been evacuated by the onemy during the night and
oceupied by our troops. At 7 the fleet moved up the river abreast of
the fort, Got underway and steamed up the river., At 8:30 a.m,
came to anchor with fleet off’ Iort Anderson, At 8:35 seut launch to
drag for torpedoes, At 3 launch returned,

February 20.-—At 8 a, m. sent second launch in ('h.u'gvu ol Acting
InsignDederer to assist in landing troops. At 4:30 ship swung to the
ebb,  The flect engaging the enemy’s batteries up the river. Ifrom
6 to 8 p. m,, tho fleet firing oce asionally at tlm enemy’s batteries up the
river,

February 21,—Of Tfort Amlomon, Cape I*‘vn' River, the flect engag-
ing the batteries up the rviver.

February 22.—At daylight Wilmington was oceupied by our troops,
the enemy having evacuated the city and barrier forts during the night.
The fleet moved up and anchored off Wilimington,

Abstract log of the U. 8. §, Shawmut, Lieutenant-Commander Walker, U. 8. Navy.

February 3, 1865.——At 11 a. m, Admiral Porter cume on board,
3.50 p,om, tho stenmor 7Twcony took her anchor and went up liver
ahoad of us, and at 3:53 engaged the rebel Fort Anderson, and the
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rebels returied the fire, At 4:30 p, m, the flagship made signal. At
4150 went to quarters with 30-pounder gun and fired 12 rounds at the
rebel works; they opened on us and fired 4 vounds, which came over us
and fell a ship's length from us, ; ,

Febrnary 10.—1"rom 4 to 8 u, m,, the flagship proceeded up river 2
miles and anchored, At 11 a, m. proceeded up river to engage the bat-
tories on the east side of the river, At 6 p. n, the Huron opened fire
on the west shore,  Battery Anderson aiiswered with four or five shots,

February 11.-At 9:30 a. m, signal from the tlagship for the surgeon
to repair on bourd. At 10 a, m, the Moitauk, Lenapee, and Mackinaw
went up and engaged the batteries on'the east and west banks of the
river, From 12 to 4 p. m,, the monitor Montank and gunbont Mackinaio
firing occasionally on Fort Anderson, with replies ' from the fort ocon-
sionally, From 8 to 12 midnight, rebel batteries fired on picket boats,

February 17, —At 3:16 po m, the Lenapee, Unadilld, Pequot, Mara-
tanzu, Montank, and DParetuvet engaged the rebel battery., At H p.m,
the Little Ada steamed up within range of the rebel battery and opened
fire,

February 18, —At 9 a, m, the following vessels went into action:
Mackinaio, Lenapee, Maratanzda, Osceola, Pontoosue, Huron, Pawturet,
and Montauk, At 11:50 took up anchor and went up and engaged the
Fort Anderson with 100-pounder, 30-pounder, and LX-inch gun, At 12
meridian, engagement going on,  From 12 to 4 p, m,, continued in
action on rebel I'ort Anderson, the whole fleet being engaged, At 12:30
p.m, the flagship made signal,  Got our anchor and retired from action,
914d pom,  Ammunition expended: 36 100-pounder charges, 29 30-
pounder charges, and 2 IX-inch charges, Ifrom 8 to 12 midnight: All
this four hours there has been occasional firing,

February 19,—At 3 p, m, anchored 5 miles above Fort Anderson, *

Pebruary 20,.—'The launch transporting troops, At 11:30 a, m. the
FKolus steamed toward the rebel batteries, At 3:45 general signals {from
flagship. At 3:30 p, m, Admiral Porter came on board, We hove
up anchor and proceeded up the river about 2 miles and came to
anchor, At 4:15 admiral left the ship, All the double-ond vessels are
lying above usin line of battle engaging the rebel fort. Coming up
thariver we struck the bottom several times, Ifrom 4 to 8 p,m,: Fleet
living at rebel battery on starboard hand. Sent dingey and gig sound-
ing about the ship. At 4: 45 got our anchor and, Admiral Porter being
on board, steamed ahead and c¢ame to anchor at 5 p. m.in 3 fathoms of
water and 10 fathoms chain, port. anchor. Called to quarters anil
engaged rebel battery. Stopped firing at 5:456. At 10 loeckout for-
ward saw something floating down, it being ebb tide; all hands called
to quarters by order of the captain. Saw other vessels ahead of us
firing, Oalled away tho fivst cutter; Acting Ensign Willinm B, Tru-
fant went in her and examitied the objects, there being a large number
in sight, The gig was called away., Mr, Davis wont in her and cap-
tured five of them, which proved to be torpedoes; hauled them up to
the vessel and made them fust agtern,  In trying to sink one of them by
o shot from a pistol, firing into it from the first cutter, exploded it and
killed 2 men and wounded Mr, Trufant in the head and arm. All boats
were called awny to pick up and save what we could, The coxswain
of the gig wus lost overboard and a seaman, James Cobb, killed in the
bout, At 12 midnight hoisted all boats and piped down,
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Abstract, log of the U, 8, 8, Koystone State, Commander Rolando, U. 8. Navy, commanding,

February 11, 1865, —At8: 20 a. m. made army signal to station ashore:
“At what time will the troops be ready for moving.” Was answered:
“The troops will moveimmediately,” Steamed alongside the Aries and
ordered her to follow us along the beach, At 9 we commenced firing
in over the beach at the enemy’s intrenchments abreast and south of
Half Moon battery; also the Aries, Montgomery, Howquah, Enmd, and
Vicksburg. At 9:25 made general signal, and we stopped flring for a
few minutes, At 10:45 Lieutenant James P, Robertson went on shore
with orders to communicate with the commanding general; returned at
11:50 with answer from General Abbott that the firing had been all
right, and that he would send for & signal ofticer to open communication
with us, whieh had been the desire of Commander Rolando, During
the time of action kept the ship underway, sounding from 3, 4,56
fathoms water. At 2:25 p, m, made general gignal: ¢ Ocased firing on
board thisg ship.,” At 12:20 p. m, opened communication with the troops
ashore through army signals, aid from that until 2:20 the following
communications were made from shore: “ I'ire with fuze shell to your loft
over me at o distance of 1,800 yards.” (Irom this ship:) ¢“IHave the
shells been thrown as you directed?”  (IFrom ghore:) ¢ Stop the fire of
the Imma, as ghe does no good; the other vessels are firing all right.
(From thig ship:) ¢Is the fiving good?” (I'rom shore:) “All right.”
At 2:20 p;m, (from shore:) “General Torry requests you to fire no
more over the troops,” -

Kebruary 17.~At 1 p, m, sent fourth eutter, in charge of Mr, Conger,
to land one of the Signal Corps, U, 8, Army, and 2 of our men on the
beach, At 2 bout veturned. At 2:35 heavy fiving up the river, From
4 to 6 p. m,, heavy firing in the river. At 8:1H wind hauled to the
N.W, with very heavy squall and continued in the same direetion with
heavy tlaws at times during the wateh,  Large five on shorve,

Tebruary 18.~IFvom meridian to 4 p, m,, heavy firing by fleet in the
river on IFort Anderson.  IFrom 4 to 8 p. m,, heavy firing from gun-
boats in the river,

February 19.-——Commences and until 4 a, m,, the vessels in the river
firing slowly, At 2 a, m, heard the report of musketry ashore, At’
11 a. m. the army advanced up the beach and wont into the woods out
of sight. At 7:30 p.m, the Monticello came alongside; sent on board
two torpedoes and a circular regarding the rebel ram.  Also a man to -
be sent to the . R. Quyler. :

February 20,—At 11 a. m, heard the report of heavy guns in the
direction of Wilmington during the watch, At 2 p. m. got underway
and stood N, 15, Heavy firing up the river. At 11 p. m, heard a heavy
report bearing S, W, ; ; v

February 21,—A6 2 p. m, heard heavy firing up the river in the direc-
tion of Wilmington. At 6 p, m, quarters to muster. During the watch
heavy firing up the river,

Report of Acting Master Earle, U, 8, Navy, transmitting reports of the
logs of the U, S. S, Mervimae, Felruary 14, 18675,

U, 8, 8, QUEEN,
Port Royal, S. C., February 17, 1865,
S It becomes my painful duty to report the loss of the U, S, 8,
Merrimao, abandoned at sea in o sinking condition in latitude 290 11/
N,, longitude 79° 12’ W,, on the evening of the 15th instant, after a
suceession of violent gules from the northeast to southeast,
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After being exposed to the heavy seas of the Gulf Stream for thirty
hours, I deemed it my duty on the atternoon of the 14th, for the safety
of the ship, to bear up for nearest port to the north of us, for I was sure
if the gale continued the vessel could last but a few hours longer, and
that our coal was being rapidly consumed to keep her in any way man-
ageable. At 5 p. m, one of the boilers becaime useless; remainder of
the day steeved to northward, shipping much water. .

At twenty minutes past midnight, on the morning of the 15th, the
tiller broke and the ship became perfectly unmanageable;. hooked
tackles to relieving chains, but they parted, We were now at the
mercy of the heavy cross seas running, and being boarded by them in
all divections, Drags were resortéd to, to get ship before the wind,
but failed, The steam pumps failed to keep the vessel {ree of water;
all the hand pumps were manned, but it soon became evident that she
had sprang o leak,  Gangs of men were detailed to bail the ship with
buckets, but the water stoadily gained on us,  About 9 n, m, another
boiler gave out. At 10:30 communicated with the U, 8. mail steamer
Morning Star,  She laid by us for several hours, while our exertions
were unremitting to free the ship, but the water still gained,

At 4 p,m, I'deemed it my duty for the preservation of the lives of
those on board to abandon the vessel, It was night before the transfer
of the ofifcers and crew was completed, at which time the ship was fast
settling, .

[ can not mention any particular ofilcer or man who did his duty
best, when all performed it so cheerfally and so well,

I would respectfully refer you to the reports of Acting Master Wil-
linm Hedger, executive officer (marked “A”), Acting Iirst Assistant
Ingineer D, 8, Roberts (“B”), and Acting Second Assistant Engineer
W, I, Goff' (¢C”), as to the canses that led to the loss of the vessel,
and to Aeting Assistant Surgeon J, J. Sowerby (“ D7) in regard to the
casualties on board. 1 would likewise refer you to the latter part of
my letter (No. 2), dated at Beaufort, N, C., February 8, 1865, as to my
opinion in regard to the qualities of the Merrimace in a seaway.

The Morning Star called in at Port Royal, when I was ordered by
Commander William Reynolds, in command of station, to report to the
commander of the U, 8, 8, .Queen for passage north, and on arriving
thero to report to you by letter,

There was nothing saved besides four boats and the chronometer;
the boats were turned over to the naval anthorities at Baypoint, 8. C,,
taking a receipt therefor. ,

I would, sir, most respectfully, request a court of enquiry in rogard
to the loss of the Merrimac.

I am, sir, respeetfully, your obedient servant,
WM, KARLE,
Aecting Master, Late Commander U, S, S, Merrimae,

Hon. GinroN WELLES, .
AS'(}(n'ct(l,ry Q/‘NIO JV(lrU!I, Wlmlringt(m,, . .

{ Enelosure AL}

U, 8. MAIL SBPRAMER MORNING STAR,
Lrebruary 16, 1865,
Str: By your request T have the honor to report the condition and
loss of the U, 8, 8. Merrimac, On the 13th instant, at 12 m,, the gale
commenced from the eastward; we were steering to the southward the
remainder of the day, the gale gradually inereasing with a very heavy
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cross sea, ship laboring and working heavily and shipping much water,
On the 14th instant, gale increasing and hauling to thasouthward, Atl
p. m, very heavy cross sea, ship laboring heavily; we had to bear up and
run to the northward. At 5 p, m, the starboard forward boiler became
useless; made all sail possible and steamed ahead with three boilers,
At 11 p, m, the ship commenceil to leal; opened the gates, manned all
pumps; the carpenter’s mate reported to me the ship making much
water, On the 15th instant, 12:15 a. m,, the tiller broke off from the
rudderhead and the s8hip came to the wind; called all hands and made
avery exertion to get the ship before the wind, but could not; we
hooked preventer tackles on the rudder c¢hains, but the heavy sea broke
them immediately; the carpenter’s mate reports the water gaining in
the hold; the engineer on watch reports the fire room fast flooding; all
hands pumping and bailing and employed making a drag; the ship
entirely at the mercy of the waves, making very bad weather; gun deck
full of water and finding its way below by various ways, At 5 p. m, got
the drag overboard, but could not get hieadway enough on the ship to
steer her, At 8:30 a, m, the chief engineer had his shoulder dislocated
(by a heavy sea boarding her) while endeavoring to cut away the rud-
derhead to fit n temporary tiller; the carpenter’s mate reports to me the
water gaining in the hold, the engineer on watch the water rising in
the fire room, and that the fires would soon be put out; all hands
pumping and bailing ship, At 9 a, m. lengthened the drag rope, but
could not get her before the wind, At 9:15 a, m. the port forward boiler
gave out, At 9:30 a, m, saw a sail bearing SSW,; set a signal of dis-
tresg and fired a gun, and she bore down for us, At 10:30 a. m, I
bearded her and she proved to be the U. S, mail steamer Morning Star,
Captain Nelson, from New Orleans, bound to New York, By Captain
Earle’s request, I asked him to lay by us until the next morning; he
said he could not, as he was short of coal, hut he would render us- all
the assistance in his power, At 11:30 a, m, Captain Barle boarded her,
At 12:10 p, m, the water put all fires out in the fire room, all hands
pumping and bailing; the carpenter’s mate reports the water gaining
rapidly, 3 feet water in the hold., A6 3:50 p, n,, as the Morning Star
could not render us the assistance we needed, Oaptain I3arle called a
consultation with his officers, and under the circumstances concluded
to abandon her, At 4 p, m, we commenced to abandon her, which was
done in good order, saving all hands and four boats, At 4:40 p, m,
there were 4 feet water in the hold; OCaptain Karle was the last man to
leave the ship,  The Morning Star lay by the Merrimae until 6 p, m,,
when she was low in the water and fast settling down by the head,

1 am happy to state that every officer and man was cool, and did
his duty in a most cheerful and faithful manner, without noise or
confusion, o ,

Yery respectfully, your obedient servant,
WiLLiAM HEDGER,
Acting Master, Late Eyecutive Officer of U, 8, S. Merrimac,

Acting Master WILLIAM EARLE,
Late Commanding U, S, S, Merrimae.

- { Encloaure B,)

U, S, MAIL STEAMER MORNING STAR,
February 16, 1865,
Sir: The following is a report ot the condition of the engines, Hoil:

ers, and pumps connected with the engineer’s department of the late
U. 8. 8. Merrimac:
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At 11 o'clock a, mi, February 14, I was notified that there was an
increase of water in the fire room, I immediately went into the engine
room and ordered all pumps examined and put in use, which was
immediately done, and for & while the water appeared to be less in the
fire rooin and remained so through the afternoon, At 5 p. m, the for-
ward starboard boiler gave out. 1 ordered the fires hauled immedi-
ately, and depended on the other three boilers to make steam, 1 often
examined the water in the fire room, and found it to remain about the
same until about 6 a, m,; I'ebruary 15, when the water increased very
fast, the pump still working; the bilge injection was then put in use,
but the water still increased. At 6:30 1 stationed a gang of men at
bailing water from the fire room, and continued so, but the water
gained fast; at 7:30 a, m. the water was up in the ash pits, and increas-
ing rapidly; kept the pumps at work, and bailing as fast as possible,
At 8:30 I got hurt, so 1 could not take any further charge of the engi-
neer’s department,

Very respectfully, .
D, 8, RoBuRTS,
Acting First Assistant Engineer, in Charge,
Acting Master Wi, NARLE,
Commanding,

[Enelosnre 1))

U, S, Marn STPEAMER MORNING STAR,
At Sea, February 13, 18075,

Sk I respectfully report the following aceidents on board the
U. 3, 8. Merrtmae during a galo at sea in the Gulf of Flovida [Straits
of I'loridal]. . ,

Irebruary 14, 3 o'clock p. m,; Edward Burke, captain after gnard, was
sent into the engine room to clear the gates and limber chains; wasg
struck by the erank, receiving a contused wound of the head, dotach-
ing the right ear, and fracturing the zygomatic process of the temporal
bone,

Ifebruary 135, 8:30 a. m., Acbing Assistant Eugincer David S, Rob.
erts, while engaged in fitting o tiller, was struck by o sea which dislo.
cated his left shoulder,

Vory respectfully, ete,, h
, Jod. Sowerny,
; Assistant Surgeon, Uy S, Navy.
Acting Master Wn, BARLE, U, S. Navy,
Commanding late U, S, S, Mervimae,

['T'elogram.)

: JoNES LANDING, VA, February 18, 1867,
The I'ronsides 1oft for Norfolk early this morning., The rebel (lag-of-
truace boat Willicm Allison was blown up yesterday oft' Cox’s IFerry by
one of their own torpedos.
WILLIAM RADFORD,
; Commodore,
Hon, G, WELLES,
[Neeretary of' the Navy.|
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Report of qun Admiral Porter, U, S. Nary, regarding the legality of
pm'omis

NORTH ATLANTIO SQUADRON,
U. 8. Flagship Malvorn, Cape Fear River, February 19, 1863,
SIR: Your communication in relation to a permit given tn Steele,
Henry & Co. has been received. The perlmtwas given with the under-
standing that it was to be in strict conformity to law, and so are per-
mits to all others, These people can not obtain Treasury permits
without an ¢endorsement from me, and it is always understood that they
are to conform to all the requirements of law., We are very glad to get
sutler’s stores here, for we have been for some time past living on ship’s
stores,
I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
Davin D. PORTER,
Rear-Admiral,
Hon, GInEON WELLRES,
Secretary of Navy, Washington,

Report of Lieutenant-Commander Braine, U, 8. Navy, regarding the
wqmuo of" « boat containing two afficers and four men of the (Jon/u(
erate Navy.

U, 8, S. PrqQuot,
Cape Fear River, Novth Curolina, February 19, 18(;.9.
Sir: I have to report that a boat from this ship, in charge ot Acting

Ensign Geonge Lab, while dragging for torpedoes to-day, surprised

and captured a boat with 2 oflicers and 4 men, as follows: O, L. Jen-

kins, acting master’s mate; W, R, Howle, acting master’s mate; John

IY, Henry, seaman; Wlllium Wilson, seaman; O, Waters, seaman, and

James Iasters, e u‘pvn(el"s mate, all of Uon(edemte States Navy.

Very respectiully, your obedient servant,
© D, L, BRAINE,
Licutenant- Commander,
Rear-Admiral DAvip D, Porrng,
- Commanding North Atlantic Squadron,

Report of Rear-Adwmiral Porter, U. N. Navy, acknowledging consular
mformation received from the I)n))(tr tment regarding (,(m}('((mvdo ram,

NORTH A'TLANTIC SQUAI)RON, :
[. N Flagship Malvern, Cape Fear River, February 19, 1865,

Sir: I have the honor to .wknow]ulge the receipt of the Depart-
ment’s letter, giving me information in relation to the rebel ram shortly
expected on this coast,

I have notitied the vessels outside of the fact, and send Lieutenant.
Commander W, B, Cushing, commanding the Mnn(acello, to Nortolk to
havo a torpedo flitted to his ship, -

I have several torpodo boats here, and I think that no apprehension
need be felt,

I am, sir, very reﬂpu't,f‘ullv, your obedient servaut,
DAvID D, I’()R’I‘ER
Lear-A (lnm'al
Hon, GivroN WELLES,
Secretary of' the Navy, Washington, . C.
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|"lelegram.)

U. 8. 8. Ruoni ISLAND,
) Hampton Roads, February 19, 1865,
The steamer Aorning Star, froin New Orleans, bound to New York,
- while on the passage picked up the officers and crew of the U, 8. gun-
boat Merrimae, which foundered at sea, and carried them into Port
Royal; consequently she is short of coal.  Will the Department author-
ize the yard to furnish coal enough, about 80 tons, to reach New York?
There was no one lost belonging to the Merrimac when she foundered
on the 15th instant. '
STEPHEN 1., TRENCHARD,
Jommodore and Senior Officer Present.
Hon, (i, WELLRES,
{ Endorsement., |

Tell Commodore Trenchard Morning Star can have the coal; let
officers and crew of Merrimae go to New York in steamer Queen,

Report of Commander Trenchard, U, 8, Navy, regarding disaster to the
U. 8. 8. Merrimac,

U, 8, 8, Ruonk ISLAND,
- Hampton Roads, Virginia, February 19, 1865,

Sir: Since dispatching the telegram to the Department this morning,
I have questioned two men belonging to the Merrimae, John MeBride,
seaman, and John Murphy, seaman, who had secroted themselves on
board the Morning Star, and from their statement it; would appear that
the disaster ocecurred during a gale from the northeast, about forty-
cight hours after leaving Port Royal on her passage to Key West,
causing the loss of her rudder, and to leak to such an extent as to
extinguish the fires, thereby reli(lorh‘\% the steam pumps useless,

The Merrimae, while in this condition, was fallen in with by the
Morning Star, and her officers and crew taken to Port Royal after that
vessdl was abandoned, L . -

MceBride and Murphy were found seereted on board the Morning Star
after that vessel had left Port Royal, and it is evident they intended
to desert. They wore direeted to be brought on board of this vessel,
where they will be retained in confinement until the wishes of the
Department are known, ,

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, ,
S1TEPHEN D, TRENCIARD,
S Commander and Senior Officer Present,

[Ton, GIDEON WELLES, , '

Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D, C.

|"Cotogram.) .

HAMPTON ROADS, VIRGINIA,
4 ‘ February 19, 1865.
Arrived here this day in the U, S, 8, Queen, with officers and crew of
the late U, S, 8. Merrimae, which foundered at sea on the 15th instant,
Will send detailed report by mail, No lives lost. ,
o Wi, FARLE
Aecting Master, late in command of Merrimac,

HHon, GIDEON WELLES, ‘
Secretary of Navy, Washington, D, €,
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prm‘t of Commander Macomb, U, 8. Navy, regarding the drafting of
negroes into ihe Oonfederate Army. :

; U. 8. 8 bnA\moox ;
Dist, of the Sounds of' N, ., Plymouth, February 20, 1865,

ADMIRAL: Since the rebel Congress has decided to draft the negroes
into their Army, the contrabands have been pouring into our lines at
such a rate that there will be very few left to cultivate the crops next
year.

I received information yeqter(l.wy that a number of negroes ran away
from their masters, were waiting a short distance up the river for a
chance to veach Plymouth, I sent up six boats from this ship and the
Mattabesett and brought them all off. There were about 120 or 130 of
them, i

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
W, H, MAcoun,
Commander, Commanding,
Rear-Admiral D. D, PORTER,
Communding North ‘lilanm, b’qumh on,

hepurf of the commandant navy yard, Norfolk, regarding the dispatehing
of vessels Jor the sounds of North Curolina,

COMMANDANTS OFFICK,
W 8. Navy Yard, Novfolk, February 21, 1863,
ADMIRAL: I have tho honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter
of the 14th instant, in relation to vessels tor the sounds, and would
respectfully state that the Martin reached Plymouth some days since,
leaving the pile-driving machine at that place, and the Whitehead will
sail to-day for the sounds with orders to report to Commander Macomb.
The Brinker and Chicopee will be dispatched with as littlo delay as
possible, though the latter 1'equires very oxtensive repairs,
Very respectfully, I am, sir, your obedient servant,
J. M. BERRIEN,
Commandant Naval Station, Novfolk,

Rear- Admnul D. D, Porrig, U, 8. Navy,
Commanding North Atlantic Squadron, Cape Fear Riger,

Report of Reur- ,lrlmwal Porter, U, S, N ary, regar ding casualties result-
ing from the mplosmn of « impu?o.

NORTIH ATLANTIC SQUADRON,
U. S S. Flayship Malvern, Cape Fear River, February 91, 1865, -

Sir: 1 have the honor tv inform the ])epm‘bment that by thc explo-
sion of a torpedo under the bow of a boat belouging to the U, 8, 8.
Shawmut last night, the tollowmg casualties occurred: James Cobb,
seaman, killed; James Hayes, seaman, drowned; Acting Ensign W, B
’1‘1~umnt, eeverely wounded; Martin Wall seanmn, slightly wounded,

The above all belong to the Shawemut, I enclose mporb of surgeon,

1 am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
DAvinp D. PORT]uR
o Rear- A(lmn'ul
Hon, GIDEON WELLES,
Seorctary of Navy, Washington, D, (),
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Report of Rear-Admirval Porter, U, S, Navy, regarding the evacuation of'
Wilmington, N. O,

NORTIT ATLANITC &QUADRON,
U. S. Flagship Malvern, Gupe Fear River, February 28, 1865,

Sir: 1 have the honor to inform you that Wllmmgton has been evac.
uated and is in possession of our troops. After the evacuation of Ifort
Anderson I pushed the gunboats up ax far as the water would permit,
the army pushing up at the same time on (;he right and left banks of
the river.

After sounding and Duoying out, the middlc ground at Big Island I
succeeded in getting the gunboats overy and opened fire on Ifort Strong;
the work commuunding the principal ub\%tl'u(,tionq where the rebels lmd
also sunk a large stuuner the North Haster, ()ur fire soon drove the
rebels away {rom the (ont;. Now and then they would tire a shot, one
of which struck the Sussacus below the water line and set her to lumk
ing badly. She was struck once or twice more, but with no loss in men,
Phiat night (the 20th) the rebels sent down 200 Hoating torpedoes, but
1 had a strong force of picket boats out, and the tovpedoe% were sunk
with musketry. One got in the wheel of the Osceola and blew her
wheelhouse to pieces, and knocked down her bulkheads inboard, but
there was no damage to the hull, Some of the voqsels picked. up the
torpedoes with their torpedo nets, The next morning I spread two
fishing nets Qerosy tho river,

Yestorday evomng General Ames, with his division, moved up within
a short distance of the fort and had a sharp encounter with the rabels,
On hearing the musketry and sceing where our tmops were T opened
a rapid fire on the fort and all along the enemy’s line. The fort
xwpond(,d with three or four shot, but was soon silenced.  This morn-
ing we heard that Goneral Terry was within their wor ks, and the road
was clear to Wilmington.

The Montauk could not get across the shoals without hghtemug.which
wius o work of some labor,  As L. shall not need her here I will xend
her up James River, where her services are required.

I 'had the pleasure "of placing the flag on Fort Strong, and at 12 o'eclock
noon to-day shall fire & salute of thirty-flve guns, this being the anni.
versary of Wn%lnng‘ton 8 birthday.

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
: Davin D, l’ommt,
Rear-Ldmiral,

Hon, GIDION WELLLH, '

Seeretary of the Nuvy, W ashington,

Order of Rear- Admival Porter, U, 8. Navy, to Lieutenant-Commander
Stone, U, 8. Navy, to proceed to dnty ':'n the James River,

OAPE FFEAR l\:IVIuR, February 22, 1865,

Sir: You will proceed without delay, with your vessel in tow of the
Keystone State, to Hampton Roads, and then proceed up James River
and report to Commodore Radford for duty,

Respectfully,
DAvin D, PORTER,
. Rear- Admiral,

Lientenant-Oommander 14, B, STONE,

Commanding Montauk,
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Order of Rear-Admiral Porter, U, 8. Navy, to Lieutenant-Commander
Parker, U. 8. Navy, to proceed to duty in the James River,

OFy WILMINGTON, February 22, 1865,
Sik: You will-proceed with your vessel up James River and report

to Commodore William Radford for duty in his district. ‘

Respectfully, S ‘
DAviD D, PORTER,
. Rear-Admiral.
Lieutenant-Commander, JAs. PARKER,

Commanding Mawmee, off Wilmington, N, C.

['Felegram.)

Orry Point, February 22, [1865),
I will be up to.-night. It is thought an attack will be made in a few
days, or’at any time, ' ;
W. RADFORD,
, : Commodore,
Oaptain NioHOLS,
U. 8. 8. Mendota, Atken’s Landing.

Orvder of Rear-Admival DPorter, U. S, Navy, to Acting Master Grozier,
U. 8. Navy, Oommanding U. 8. 8, Vicksburg.

Orr WILMINGTON, February 22, 1865,
SIr: You will proceed to Hampton Roads, Virginia, and await fur-
ther orders from me.
Respectfully, DAvID D, PORIER,
‘ Lear-Admiral,
Acting Master W..U, GROZIER, ,
Oommanding Vickshurg, off New Inlet, North Curolina,

[Order of same date and like tenor to Acting Mastor Honry Aroy,
commanding U, S, 8. Wilderness, and Acting Master J, 11, Porter, com-
manding U. 8. 8. Nansemond,)

Order of Rear-Admiral Porter, U. 8. Nawy, to Lieutenant-Commandey
Young, U. S. Navy, to cooperate with the army authorities in the pro.
tection of" Wilmington, N, O.

Orr WILMINGTON, N, C. February 22, 1865,

BIr: You will remain off' this place in charge nntil further orders,
and will cooporate with the army authorities in protecting the town.
You will take on board 100 XI.inch shells from the Bat at once.

The Nyaok end Lenapec will stay here under your cosnmand; also the
~Holus, You will gend at once to the Sew Foam and get all the provis-
ions the three vensels can stow. You will send down for two coal vos-
sols t;md. discharge their cargoes on a dock and then discharge the
vessels,
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As soon as possible you will go down yourself and vemove enough of
the obstructions to make a wide passage for vessels, and you will keep
your boats employed removi: y torpedoes, which are indicated by a num-
ber of buoys on or near the obstructions.

You will also take charge of the vessels at the Mound and at Smith-
ville, One tug will be left (the Moccasin) to take out pilots at the bar.

The Mound will be no longer aeeded for naval purposes, and the sml
ors will be withdrawn,

You will visit the different posts yourself frequently and keep matt/ers
straight.

Report to me once a week.

Respecttully, your obedient servant,
DAvID D, PORTER,
Rear-Admiral,
Lieutenant-Commander Gro, W, YOUNG
Uommanding Mar atan za, off W zlmmr/t(m, N

Order of Rcar Admiral Porter, U, 8, Navy,to Lieutenant-Commander
Temple, U, 8. Navy, commanding U, S, 8. Pontoosuo,

UAPE FEAR RIVER, February 22, 1865,

Sir: You will proceed with your vessel to the sounds of North Caro-
lina and report to Commander W, H, Macomb for duty in his district.
" Respectfully, your obedient servant,
DAvip D, PORTER,
: Rear- Admwul
Lieuténant-Commander W, G, TEMPLE,
Commanding U, 8. S, Pontocsue.

Order of Iwm Addmiral Porter, U, S, Navy, to commanding officers who
have been anqagod on court-martial.

OFrF WILMINGTON, Felruary 23, 1865,

Sm Alter the court-martial, of which you are a member udionrns,
you will proceod with your voswel, in company with tho' Shawmut,
HTwron, Unadilla, Seneca, and Ohippewa, to Hampton Roads, and wmt
further orders,

Respectiully,
DAvib D, PORTER,
. , Rear-Admiral,
Lieutenant-Commander D. I, BRAINE,
Commanding Pequot.,

[Ordors of same dato and like tenor to Lieittenant.-Commander J, G.
Walker, commanding U, 3, 8. Skawmut; Lieutenant-Commander T. O,
Solfridgo, commanding U S. 8. Iuron; Lientenant Commander T, M,
Ramsay, commanding U. 8. 8. Unadilla; Lieutenant-Commander M.
Sieard, commanding U, 8, 8, Sencca; Licutenant-Commander 1, 1,
Potter, commanding U, 8, 8, Chippewa.)
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Report oj Commodore Radford, U, 8. Navy, giving information of «
grand dattack proposed by the Confederates. :

U. 8. S. DUMBARTON,
Of Aiken's Landing, February 23, 1865,

SIr: In obedience to your orders I have sent the Hunohback to the
sounds, directing the commanding officer to fill up at Norfolk with solid
shot as required. I also caused to be placed on board of her befire
leaving three torpedoes, suitable for the uses to which they will prob-
ably be subjected,

In obedience to an order from the h()nm'able bo('letary of tho Navy
I sent the Ironsides to Norvlolk for repairs nearly a week since, an
have been using the Dumbarton trom that time, she being the most
suitable and conveniont vessel for that purpose.

In an interview I had with General Grant yesterday he informed me
that ho had received information from Richmond which indicated that
the rebels propose making w grand attack on his intrenchments; at
the san e time the rebel navy (consisting of three vessels of the A llunm
class ready for action, and one of the monitor class that will be ready
in a few days) will attack us, and if successful will get possession of
the rivers, ete. I am in readiness, and have no fears ot their success
ngainst us,

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

Wi, RADFORD,
Commodore, Commanding James River Flotilla,

Rear- Admiral 1, D, PORIER, U S. Navy,

Commanding Nor!h Atlantic Squadron,

Order of Rear-Addmiral Porter, U. 8. Navy, to Commander Clitz, U, 8,
Navy, cmnnumdm(/ U, 8. 8. Osceolu.,

NoOR#"H ATLANTIO SQUA])RON .
U, 8. Flagship Malvern, Oaps Fear River, February 23, 1865,
SirR: Your orders of yesterday are hereby revoked and you will
proceed up James River, and report to Commodore Radford for duty
in his distriet,
Respectfully, your obediont servant,
. Davin D, l’on'n.,n,
’ . . Rear- Admiral,
Commander J. M, B, OL11%,
()onmumdm(/ Osceola, Cape Fear River,

“Order of Rear-Admival Dorter, U. S, Navy, to Licutenant-Commander
Harris, U. 8. Navy, (o/nmanqu U, 8. 8. Yantio, to perform temporary
(/uard duty at Fort If'wlu,r

Orr WILMINGTON, February 23, 1863,
SIR: You will proceed down to Iort Fisher and relieve the Fort
Donelson and carry out all unexeeuted orders. You will be guand
vesiel until the I ort Donelson veturng, When she does return, she will
relieve you, and you will then proceed to Hampton Roads,
Respestfully,
Daviv D, Por1TER,
Itear-A dmmol
Licutenant. Commander I, 0, HARRIS,
Commanding Yantio,
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Order of Rear-Admiral ‘Porter, U, 8. Navy, to Qommander Beawmont,
U. 8. Navy, commanding U. S, S. Mackinaw.

CAPE FEAR RIVER, February 23, 1865,
S1r: You will procced with your vessel to the sounds of North Oaro-
lina and report to Commander W, H. Macomb for duty in kis district.

Respectfully, your obedient servant,
DAvip 1), PORTER,
. , Rear-Admiral,
Commander J, C. BEAUMONT,
Commanding Mackinaw, Cape Fear River,

Order. of Rear-Admiral Porter, U, S. Navy, to Acting FEnsign Willcow,
U. 8. Navy, to proceed to duty in the sounds of North Carolina.
Orr WILMINGTON, February 23, 1865,
Sir: You will proceed down to New Inlet and there await the arri-
val ot the Alabama; when she comes she will take you to Boaufort, N, O,
You will then take command of the picket launch and proceed to the
sounds of North Caroling and report to Commander V. H, Macomb,
for duty in the sounds, :
Your accounts will be taken up on the Shamrock,
Respectfully, _
DAvip D, PORTER,
Rear-Admiral,
Acting-Ensign CALVIN' WILLOOX,
Commanding Picket Launch No, 6.

Order of Rewr-Admiral Porter, U, 8, Navy, to Acting Volunteer Licu-
tenant Langthorne, U, 8, Navy, commanding U, 8. 8, Alabama.,

OArr FEAR Rivew, February 24, 1865,

+S1r: You will proceed to Beaufort, N, O., with the vessel under your
command, and deliver tho ordnance 'auppiies you have on board to
Licutenant-Commander West, commanding that station, If the picket
launch No, 6 has not arrived at Beaufort, you will proceed here and
take her with you to that place and leave her thore, -

- After performing the above duty, procead to Hampton Roads and
await orders, '

Respectfully, DaAvin D, POR1IER,
: N Rear Admiral,
Acting Volunteer Lieutenant A. R, LANGTHORNE,

OJommanding Alabama,

Report of Iear-Admiral Porter, U, 8, Navy, regarding orders issued to
the U. 8. steamers dries and Howquah.
, NorTH ATLANTIC SQUADRON,
U. 8. Flagship Malvern, Cape Fear River, Kebruary 24, 1865,
Sir: I have the honor to inform the Department that I have ordered
the Aries and Howquah to proceed to Koy West, I'la,, and report to

N W R—VOL 12-——4
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the commanding officer of the Bast Gulf Squadron, in place of the
Lilian and ’l‘mstram ‘Shandy, which vessels are repairing,
I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
Davin D. Por1ER,
Bear- Admiral,
Hon, GIprEoN WELLES,
Seerctary of the Navy, Washington, D. C.

Order of Rear-Admiral Porter, U. 8. Navy, (o Aeting Ve olunteer Iieu-
tenant Dunn, U, S. Navy, cmnmandtnq U. 8 8. Montr/omery, regarding
the cruising ground of that vessel,

OArE TEAR RIVER, February 24, 1865,

Sir: Until further orders you will eruise with your vessel up and
down the coast from the Western Bar of thisriver to Georgetown, S, C,,
and keep on the lookout for blockade runners,

Whon you get short of coal, go in to Beaufort, N, O, If another mon-
itor comes here after I am gone you will tow: her to Hampton Roads,

Respectfully,
DAVID D, PORIER,
: , Rear-Admiral,

Acting Yolunteer Lientenant ‘I', G, DUNN,

Commanding Montgomery.,

Report of Rear- Admiral Por tery U, 8. Nawvy J, transmitting information
regarding the (Jon/ed('rate rams in the sounds.

NORTH ATLANTIO SQUADRON,
U. S, Flagship Malvern, Cape Fear River, February 24, 1865,
Sir: I enclose original of letter from Oommundar J. O, Febig.,er, com-
muanding Mattabesett, giving latest information received in regard to
the rebel rams in the sounds of North Qarolina.
I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
. DAvip D, Puwm«‘,n,
Rear-Admiral,
Hon. (mmou W}«JLLI«JS,
Secretary of the Navy, W(mlun(mm, h, G,

[Enclosnre.|

U, 8, 8, MATTABESIIT,
Plymouth, N, (;., February 19, 1865,

" 8ir: In reply to your note of this morning in rognrd to the last
information 1 had as to the rebel ram building up the river, I have tho
honor to state that it was received from n negro and was to the offect
that the frame of the ram was not yet entirely up. ']‘hiq corresponds
with all my previous information,

One small stenmer had been lannched at what they call the navy
yard, near Bdwards Ferry, and had been taken to Halifax, [N, G.), for
completion, This and wnother, still unflnished, were intended as tor
pedo boats and tenders to the Albnmm'ln.

All therumors and information Thaveobtained during the past month
amount to the {4 of the rams not being near complution, and that the
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rebels despair of ever being able to finish both from want of material
and proper workmen. o
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
JOHN O. FEBIGER,
' Commander,
Commander W, H, MAcOMB,
Oomdyg. Division Sounds North Ourolina, U. S, 8. Shamrock.

['I‘olagrmu.]

NAVY DEPARTMENT, February 25, 1865,
Monadnock on her way from Charleston. Montauk from Cape IMear

River,
G. V. Iox,
v Aseistant Secretary of the Navy.
Commodore WM, RADFORD, . '
‘ Yty Point, Va.

['T'elegram.) T
Oy PoiNt, VA, February 25, 1865,

I think it not impossible that the enemy may send their rams down
to-night or during present high water. I have directed vigilance on
the part of pickets, to notice and report any such movements.

' U. 8. GRrRANT,
Lieutenant-General,

Oommodore RADFORD, .
Oommanding James River Squadron, Jones' Landing, Va,

-~

Special order of Rear-Admival Porter, U, S. Navy, for the James River
Divigion, :

, NORTH ATLANTIC SQUADRON,
UL 8. Flagship Malvern, Cape Fear Rivor, February 25, 1865,

The James River fleet will observe the following plan in case of a
threatoned attack from the rams up the river: The picket boats will
take their stations at dusk uear the obstructions, and permit no -
enemy’s boats to approach for the purpose of sounding, - Steam will be
kept at all times on all the vessels, and.at night steam enough to move,
livery night at sunset the torpedo boats will bo prepared, with steam up,
ready to attack anything they areordered to,and, when the opportunity
oceurs, must not hesitate to sacrifice their boats if necessary,

'The Onondega and Saugus will lie as ¢lose to the obstructions as they
can without being fired on by Howlett’s battery, and have the range of
Lthe obstructions with their guns, Solid shot must be used altogether,
and full charges of powder, The Montauk and Atlanta will lie on each
(uarter of the Onondage and Saugus, as follows:

Onondaga Saugus

Montauk ‘ Atlanta

It necessary to keep the bows upstream, the before-mentioned ves-
sels will get out stern hawsers, In case the rebel rams force the
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obstructions, the Miami, Western World, Butaw, and Daylight will run
in between the Montauk and Atlanta, let go both anchors, and let the
rams sink them rather than they should pass. . , -

The Hunchback, Oommodore Morris, Mendota, Osceola, Pawtuxet,
Pontoosuo, Massasoit, and Sassacus will form a line astern, close together,
and get in water shoal enough to prevent the rams reaching them. The
headmost vessel will lie 30 yards below the Atlanta, on the side where
the vessels will be enabled to be in shoal water. The distance between
each vessel will be 40 feet. The Huron, Pequot, and Kansas will form a
line across the channel 100 yards below these last-mentioned vessels,
with kedge astern and with springs from their quarters. They will
also have their chain cables ready to pass from one to the other, to
prevent the rams from passing, The Seneca, Shawmut, and Unadilla
will form a line abreast 100 yards below the three last mentioned and
observe the same precautions. All guns will be loaded with solid shot
and full charges of powder, and trained forwdrd ready for use, All
~ other vessels not mentioned will be thrawn across the channel, and the
cocks turned to let them go on the bottom and obstruct the passage
before and behind the ramns, so that they can not get away again, To
avoid floating torpedoes, tho ironclads will carry a torpedo catcher
ahead, With these instructions carried out, no ram will ever go back
to Richmond, - ;

Anyone who has a large boat will have her rigged with a spar and
a torpedo, which will never be put on the spar until there is a certainty
of these rams coming. I am confident there is pluck enough in this
squadron to make a dash with their boats rigged with torpedoes, The
officers and men will be instructed in.the use of them, Boats will also
be kept ready with poles with nets on them to ¢log the rams’ propellers,
The enemy’s smokestacks must be shot away if possible, and shell
thrown down, liveryone must set his wits to work, and have no such
word as fail,

The following is the order in which the vessels must lio:

Torpedo boats,

I
|
|l

Onondaga. Saugus,
M(mmulk. ' -Ltlantu.
1 Miami, |
| Western World, A
| Butaw. | Hunchback.
| Daylight. | Commodore Morris,
| Mendota.
| Osceola,
| Pawtuxet,
| Massasoit,
| Sassacus,
Huron. Pequot, I(arfsas.
| | ~
- Seneca, Shawmut, Unadilla,

The commanding officer atthe [ Duteh] Gap willsend to Norfolk and pro-
vide a heavy chuin to streteh ncross the river 200 yards above the place
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where the monitors will lie, A couple of flats will aljo be necessary to
hold the ¢hains up ; the ends must be secured tirmly to each side of
the bank, and one end kept ready for letting go at a moment’s notice,
so that in case the rebels run ashore betore getting that far down our
vessels ¢an go by and attack them,
, DAvID D, PORTER,
Rear-Admiral, Commanding North Atlantic Squadron,

Order of Rear-Admiral Porter, U, 8. Navy, to Licutenant-Commander
Young, U.8. Navy, to proceed above Wilmington in searoh of the O, 8, 8.
Ohickamauga,

OAPE FEAR RIVER, February 25, 1865,
SIr: You must obtain all the information you can about the Ohicka-
mauge, 1 am told that she is only 16 miles above Wilmington stuck
hard .and fast and water enough to get to her, If that is the case let
the Lenapee go up, taking all preesutions against torpedoes, and cap-
ture her or destroy her, Get your pilots and do not send the vessel
until you know all about her, Be careful this pirate does not slip past
you and get to sea, i
Respecttully, your obedient servant, .
DAvID D, PORTER,
Rear- Admiral,
Lientenant-Commander G, W, YoUNd,
Commanding U, S, 8. Maratanza,

Report of Rear-Admiral Porter, U, S, Navy, regarding affairs in the
Cape Fear River, ‘ '

) Nor11I ATLANTIO SQUADRON,
U. 8. Flagship Malvern, Oape Fear River, February 25, 1865,

Sir: The retrecat of the enemy from Wilmington has left o large
naval forco freo to act elsewlhore, ; -

I have heavily reinforced the squadrons up the James and in the
sounds of North Oaroling, & sufficient number being kept in Cape Fear
River to protect transports going up and down. I have also detailed a
suflicient number to ¢ruise along the coast to prevent the rebels from-
communicating with the outside world, .

I send you a plan of the enemy’s works from Iort Anderson up
to Wilmington. These mounted in all 26 heavy guns, and in a good
position, s

The upper one, Iort Strong, was not very aceessible to naval attack,
except at long range, but was of no further use to the rebels after the
division of General Terry had turned it on the rightand the division of
(ieneral Cox had obtained o footing on the island above it, The rebels
left to avoid being cut off, ; ,

liverything +in the shape of naval material was-destroyed by the
rebels, except the pirate Chickamanga, which, at a high stage of water,
woent up to }“nyettuvillo, where she will full into the hands of our Army
bofore long,

1 have left all-the necessary orders heroe to remove the obstructions
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and torpedoes and render navigation safe. At present it is rather
dangerous. ;
Enclosed is a list of vessels and their present stations.
I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
DAvID D, PORTER,
; Rear-Admiral,
Hon. GIpEON WELLES,
Secretary of Navy, Washington, D, O,

Ligt of vessels composing the North Atlantic Blockading Squadron IFeb
. ruary 25, 1865,

A, D, Vance,

Norfolk Navy Yard.
Henry Brinker.

Alpha, Harcourt,

Bignonia, - Lilac,

Olematis. ' Monticello.
Ohicopee. Mount Vernon,
Oactus, Mount Washington,

Dumbarton (ready).

New Ironsides,

Delta, Poppy.
Dictator, , Samuel Rotan,
Governor Buckingham, Victoria,

Glance, Wyandotte (guaard ship).
General Putnam, Watch,
Hoatzel. Zionave,

Atlanta,

Miami,

Chippewa, Mendota.,
Commodore Barney. Montauk,
Commodore Morris, Onondanga,
(‘ommodore Perry. Osceola.
Delaware. Phlox.
Dawn, Pequot,
Daylight, Pawtuxet,
Eutaw, Pontoosue,
Hunchbacek, Seneeq.
Huron, Spuyten Duyvil,
I, N, Seymounr, Saffron,
Kansas, Sussacus.
Mackinaw, Unadilla,
Maumee, Western World,
Massasojt,

Sounds of North Carolina,
Agawam, Martin, -
Belle, Mattabesett.
OCommodore Hull, Shamrock,
Oeres, - Shokokon,
Fort Donelson (temporary), Tacony.

Giranite (guard ship).
Hoyt,

Tosco.

Lockwood,

James River,

Valley Uity.
Whitehead.
Wyalusing,



NORTH ATLANTIC BLOCKADING SQUADRON. b5

Caye Fear River.

Berberry, Nyack.

Iolus. Republie.
Emma, - Lenapee.
Moccasin (temporary), Yantic (temporary).
Maratanza.
Hamplon Roads,
Keystone State, Santiago de Cuba,
Nansemond. Vicksburg.
Rhods Island. Wilderness.
R. R. Ouyler. Young America.
York River.
Orusader, Mystic,
Dispalch veasels, _
Bat. Little Ada,
Fahkee. Alabama(carrying ordnancestores),
Beauwfort,
Release. Arletta,
Anemone.

Cruising between Georgetown, S, ., und Western Bar,

Montgomery,

o s et et

Report of Commander Frailey, U, 8. Navy, of arrival from Ohavleston,
N O, towdny the U, 8. 8, Sangamon,

U, 8, 8., EMMA,
_ OfF Smithville, N, Ci, February 26, 18645,
SIr: I respectfully report my having arrived oft the western bar of
Cape Tear River on Saturday afternoon from Charleston, 8, U,, in the
U, 8. 8, Tusearora; having in tow the U, 8, 8, Sangumon, with direc.
tions from Admiva.i Dahlgren to take her off Wilmington and then
return with the Tuscarora and report to him at that place.
I am, sir, very respecttully, ete,,
JAS, MADISON FRAILEY,
Commander, U, 8. Navy,
Rear-Admiral D, D, PorRTER, :
Comdg. North Atlantic Squadron, of)' New Inlet, North Ourolina,

Letter from Rear- Admiral Povter, U, S. Navy, to Rear-Admirval Dahlgren,
U, S. Navy, proposing to send the U, S. 8. Sangamon tnto the James
Eiver, o

CArE I'mAR RIVER, February 27, 1865.
ADMIRAL: The Sangamon arrived here this morning too late to beof
any service, as the works on the river had been rendered untenable by
the Montauk and gunboats, and Wilmiygton is now in our' possession,

Six earthworks nnd 26 heavy guns fell into our hands. From informa.

tion I have received I deom it of great importance to get the Sangamon
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to Dutch Gap, James River, as soon as possible, and I suppose she is
of no longer any use to you, : _

Semmes is going to make a last effort with his rams, and may suc-
ceed if not prevented. I have ordered 1,000 tons ot coal sent you from
here, ) - o

Uongratulating you on getting into Charleston, 1 remain,

Very truly and sincerely,
~  DaAviD D. PORIER,
: Rear-Admiral,

Rear-Admiral J. A, DAHLGREN, :

Oomdg. South Atlantic Squadron, off Port Royal, 8, C.

Report of Rear-Admiral Porter, U. 8. Navy, transmitting list of the guns
Jound in the evacuated Confederate works,

NORTH ATLANTIC SQUADRON,
U. S. Flagship Malvern, Cape Feuar River, February 27, 1865,
Sir: Knclosed I send a list of the guns found in the forts evacuated
by the rebels as the army and navy moved up on them, They are all
good gnns, and mostly have new carriages, The number captured in
the works at the mouth of the river and near Wilmington amounts to
212, There are likely more which 1 know nothing about.
I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
. DAvID D, PORTER,
- Rear=Admiral,
Hon, GinEON WELLES,
Seoretary of Navy, Washington, D. C.

[ Enclosure,)
Defenses of Cape Fear River,

Fort Anderson,—Three rifled 32-pounders, (i smoothbore 32-poundors,
3 xmoothbore 24.pounders, ;

Barrier on Fort Strong-—One rifled 32.pounder, banded; 1 rvifled
32-pounder, 1 smoothbore 32-pcunder, 1 IX-.inch gun, 1 VI1Linch gun,

No. 2 (above barrier), Fort Lee~Two 24-pounders, 1 30-pounder Par-
rott, 1 IX-inch gun, 1 42-pounder, 1 32-pounder smoothboie,

No, 8 (above No, 2).—Three 6-.inch rifles,'1 IX-inch gun,

Order of Rear-Admiral Porter, U, 8. Navy, to Acting Volunteer Licuten-
ant Williams, U, 8, Navy, commanding U, 8, 8. Arics,

OAPE I'BAR R1VER, NORTH OAROLINA, February 27, 1865,
SIR: Proceed to Hampton Roads and deliver the stores you have on
board to the vossels as they arrive, after which you will proceed to Key
West, Fla., and report to Acting Rear- Admiral Stribling for duty in his
squadron.
Respectfully, yours, ' -
' DAvVID D, PORIER,
Rear-Admiral, Commanding North Atlantio Squadron.

Aocting Volunteer liontenant J, M, WILLIAMS, ;
' Uommanding U, 8. S, Aries,
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Order of Rear-Admiral Porter; U, 8. Ncwy. to Lieutenant-Commander
Young, U, 8. Navy, for the destruction of the traverses in the captured
works in Cape Fear River,

OAPE FEAR RIVER, February 27, 1865,
StR: If the army has not taken charge of those forts on the river,
you will move the gun carriages out of the way and burn up all the
traverses. If there is any powder in the magazines, beware of wires
or hidden torpedoes. The best plan will be to have the powder thrown
overboard and then burn the traverses,
Respectfully,
DAVID D, PORTER,
Rear-Admiral,
Lieutenant-Commander GEorcE W, YOUNG,
. Commanding Maratanza

{'I'elogram.)

U. 8. FLAGsHIP DUMBARTON, February 28, 1865,
The barges were sunk as soon as they arrived at the place designated,

WM, RADFORD,,
Commodore, Commanding Naval Forces,

Lieutenant- (:aneml GrANT, U: 8. Army,
dity Poml, Va.

Report of Lieutenant-Commander Young, U, S. Navy, regarqu the
destruction by fire of the O, S, 8. Chiockamauga.

U. 8. 8, MARATANZA, February 28, 1865,
SIR From information obtained at General Schofield’s headquarters
and by the report of a river pilot whom I sent up to Indian Wells, on
the North West Branch of this river [Oape ear], night before last. "the
Chickamauga has been destroyed by fire, and I am positive that %b is
the case, :

Yery respectfully, your obediont; servant,
GHORGE W, YOUNG
Lieutenant- Gmmnandm‘

Rear-Admiral D. D, 1’ou'1\mt
Comuranding Nor th Atlantic Squadron,

Order of Rcm' Admiral Porter, U, S. Navy, to Acoting Volunteer ILieu-
tenant Balehy, U, S Navy, to scarch jm blockade runner,

MAROH. 1, 1865,

SIR: On your way down to Key West you will stop at l.uttle River)
where, I understand, there is a blockade ranner reloading, Make
enquiries concerning {mr whereabouts, and capture her if possible,

Respectfully,
. " DAavid D, PORTER,
' Rear-Admiral,
Acting Volunteer Lmutmmnt J. W, Baron,
‘ Commanding Howquah,



58 NORTH ATLANTIC BLOCKADING SQUADRON.

Report of Licutenant-Commander Young, U. S. Navy, regarding guns
dismounted, powder destroyed, and preparations for the removal of
obstructions in Cupe Fear River.

U. S. S. MARATANZA, March 1, 1865,
SIR: I have the honor to report that on the 26th of I*ebruary I sent
a party to the forts on the eastern bank and dismounted some 17
guns and threw all the .powder found in the maguzine overboard.
The names of forts and numbers and description ot guns I will forward
by the next mail. We are now preparing a heavy lighter to lift the
obstructions, and as soon as the coal can be got alongside the dock,
the Kolus will be put at the work. ,
Your general orders and instructions will be carried out, if it is in
my power to do so. *
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
Gro. W, Youna,
‘ Lieutenant-Commander,
Rear-Admiral 1, D. PORTER, ,
Commanding North Atlantic Squadron,

Report of Commander Macomb, U, 8, Navy, regarding the U, S. steamers
' Shokokon and Agacam, '

U, S. S, SHAMROCK,
Dist. of the Sounds of N, C., Plymouth, March 1, 1865,
ADMIRAL: 1 have the honor to report the arrival of the U, 8, 8.
Shokokon at this place. She arrived yesterday and 1 sent her to New
Berne to have her decks shorved up and breeching bolts fitted for her
IX-inch guns,
The Agawam has also got over the Hatteras Swash,
There is no news to report.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, .
- W. . MAcoms,
; , Commander, Commanding,
Rear-Admiral D, D, PORTER,
Commanding North Atlantic Squadron,

P, 8.—I am working hard at thoe obstractions to be placed in the
river, and making good headway. In the meantime, I have chaing
stretched across,

W. I, M,

{"T'elegram,)
NORFOLK, March 2, 1865,
General Grant would like to sce you and I shall be in Washington
to-morrow morning with this vessel, the Bat, in which you can leave in
the afternoon, She is a regular armed man-of-war, and the fastest
vessel on the river, I think it would be best for you to use her.
G, V. llox,
Assistant Secretury.
Pregident LINCOLN,
Washington, D, C.
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['Telogram.)

NAVY DEPARTMENT, March 2, 1865,

You may cruise about the bay and vicinity ot Hampton Roads until
the machinery is in pertect working order, not to be absent from the
telegraph more than twenty-four hours.

- G1DEON WELLES,
; ; Se crot(uy of the Navy.
Commodore JOHAN RODGERS,
Commanding U. 8. 8. Dictator, Point Lookout, Md,

. ’ ["T'elegram.) - .

NAvVY DEPARTMENT, Maroch 3, 1865,

- Have the ironclads Montauk and Monadnock arrived? When they
arrive send them up James River immediately.,
GIDEON WELLES
' ; Sceretary of the Navy.
Captain O, S, GLISSON,
Senior Naval Officer, Hampton Roads, Virginia.

Report of Lieutenant-Commander Chandler, U, 8, Navy, regarding an expe-
dition up the Cape K aar River, ‘

. ' U, 8. 8, LENAVPER,
Wilmington, N, C., March 3, 18(;5.

Sir: 1nobedience to your orderof the 1st instant, [ got underway with
this vessel on the 2d instant and proceeded up the Novth West Branch
to a point where the Oape Fear River forms a junction with the Black
River. The bends in the river I found too short to attempt to get the
vessel higher without carrying away the wheclhouses and otherwise
damaging the ship. 1 remained there until 1 o’clock p, m, to-dany. Dur-
in% r the night some negroes came down, and, on questioning them, they
informed me that they lsad been told’ t,lmt (teneral Sherman’s forces
were at a town called Robeson, 20 miles from Fayettaville, 1 gained
no further intelligence of importance,

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
: ‘ R, OHANDLER,
qutvnam Commander, U, S, Nam/.

Lieutenant-Commander Gro, W, Youna, U, 8, Navy,
. Senior Naval Oficer at Wmnmg{on, N, 0

[ET——

["T'elogram.)

()1'1‘\' Point, VA, March 4, 1865.—7 p. .
o (Received 8:20 p, m,)
The James River is very high, and will continue so as long as the
weather of the past week lasts,
It would be well to have at once all the ironclads that it is intended
should c¢ome here,
U, 8, GRANT,
qutcmmt General,
Hon, G, V. Tox,
Assistant Neeretary Nawy,
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['Polograr. |
NAVY DEPARTMENT,
Washington, D. C., March {4, 1865—8 : 50 p. m.,

Send oﬁ a steamer to Oape FFear River to bring the Montauk, ironclad,
to James River immediately, and let the same steamer go with grmt
dispateh to Oharleston to bring up two ironclads from there; all for
James River, Answer what steamer leaves, and when,

’ GIDEON WELLES
Secretary of t;:e N(wy
Captain GLISSON, U, S, Navy,
Senior Naval Officer, Hampion Roads.

{‘Pologram.]

]«‘owr MONROE, VA., March 5, 1865—10 «, m.
(Received 10:4b a. m,)

Your telegram was received this morning at fifteen minntes after
midnight; blowing a gale of wind at the time,

U, 8. 8, Aries sailed at daylight this morning,

The monitors are expected every moment from Cape Fear, and I
shall send them up the river immediately.

, 0. 8, GLISSON,
Oaptain and Senior Oflicer.
Hon, GibrEoN WELLES,
Seeretary of' Navy.

["I'elogram.)

FortT MONROR, VA, March 5, 1865-—2: 30 p, m.,
(Received 2: 45 p. m.)

The monitor Sangamon. is now in and is on her way up the James
River,
0. 5, GLISKON,
Gaptam ete.
Hon, GIDEON WELLES,
Seeretory of the Nawvy,

b et st et st

Report of Acting Enmmz Spencer U, 8. wa, w(/ardm(/ the arrest, by
military authority, of the ('omm(mdm(/ officer of the 'U. 8. schooner
Samuel Rotan,

U, 8. SOHOONER SAMUEL ROTAN,
Gosport [ Norfolk| Navy Yard, March 6, 1865,

Sir: I very respectfully report that on Saturday, the 4th instant, at
1 p. m., two soiwuers of the provost-guard and a civilian ¢ame on board
of this vessel, arrested the commanding officer, Acting Master William
G, Nutting, searched his stateroom, and took him -from the vessel,
refusing to show written authority. The guard stated that they made,
the arrcst by the order of Major Cunningham, provost-marshal of
Portsmouth, Va,
Yery rospecttnlly, your obedient servant,
T ., SPENOLR,
Aocting B msign.
DAvID D, PORTER,
Rear-Admiral, Commianding North Atlantic Squadron.
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[Fndoraement,|

I don’t think Oaptain Berrien should recognize military authority on
board a naval vessel.
Flox].
[Endorsement.]

Military arrest of naval officer on his vessel should not have been
permitted. '
[WELLES.]

Letter Srom the Assistant Secretary of the Navy to Acting Ensign Pratt,
U. 8. Navy, transwmitting létter of commendation from Commander
Trenchard, U, S. Navy.

. NAVY DEPARTMENT, March 8, 1865,
S1r: By direction of the Secretary of the Navy, T herewitli transmit
you & copy of a letter from Commander Stephen i). Trenchard, of the
3d instant, commending the skillful manner in which you handled the
boat sent to rescue the crow of the wrecked schooner Spray, and also
the officient services rendered by you in the embarkation of troops after
the first bombardment of Ifort Fisher,
Veory respectfully, G, V. I'ox,
: Assistant Seerctary of the Navy,
Acting Ensign Nicnorns PrA1T,
U. S. 8. Rhode Island, Hampton Roads, Virginia,

[Knelosuro,)

~ U.8. 8, BHODE [SLAND,
Ilampton Roads, Virginia, March 3, 1863,

Sir: I have the honor to report that on the morning of the 2d instant,
while on the passage up from Beaufort to ITampton Roads, discovered
n schooner flying signal of distress on the shoals about 11 miles' S, S. I3,
from Oape Lookout. Stood in and dispatehed boat to her agsistance,

The vessel proved te be the schooner Spray, of Bgg Harbor, N, J.
Israel G, Adams, master, from Fortress Monroe for Beaufort, with coa‘i
for the Army, and had been on shore since Monday night, the 27th
ultimo, her stern washed in, and she was going to pieces very fast,
Iler crew had taken refuge upon the bowsprit and jib boom, from which
they were rescued by our boat and brought to this port by the Rhode
Island, . ‘

The master reports that during the time the schooner was on shore
soveral vessels passed so near that he could see their signal for pilots
and without rendering any assistance,.

I take this opportunity to bring to your favorible notice Acting
Ensign Nichols Pratt, for the skillful manner in which the boat was
handled on this occasion, and also for ths efilcient service rendered by
him after the flrst bombardment of Fort Fisher in the embarkation of
troops.

P Vory respectfully, your obedient servant, , ,
STEPHEN D). TRENOHARD,
: ' : Commander.,

Rear-Admiral DAVID D), PORTER, U. §, Navy,

' Commanding North Atlantio Squadron,
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["Pelogram,|

, Ciry Point, VA, March 9, 1865—8:30 p. m,
Naval force along the Virginia shore of the Chesapeake will be
increased. Is the James high enough to make an attempt to go up ?
We have a very large naval force released, and the sacrifice of some of
them might open the way for others to get through.
G. V., Fox,
Assistunt Secretary of the Navy,
Lieutenant-General GRANT,

[Telogram.]
Crry Point, VA, March 9, 1865.
The James River is high enough for gunboats to ascend, except in
cooperation with the army, However, [ do not think any practical
results could come from sending them up., If Admiral Porter comes
down here, as I expect in o tew days, I will consult with him on the
gubject and let you know the conclusion,
U. S, GRANT,
Lieutenant-General,
G. V., Fox, ‘
Assistant Seoretary Navy.

['Tolegeam.)

NAVY DErARIMENY, Harch 10, 1865,

Have the Rhode Islahd ready for sea,
GiproN WELLES,

’ , Seeretary of the Navy.
Oommodore JOUUN RODGIRS,

Oommanding U, 8. 8, Dictator,

or the Senior Commanding Oficer, Hampton Roads.

Report of Lieutenant-Commander Young, U. 8." Nawvy, regarding an expe-
dition into the North West Branoh of the Cape Fear River,
U, 8. 8. MARATANZA,
Off Wilmington, N. C., March 10, 1865,
Sir: I have to report that since the first of this month the steamer
Bolus, with a boat and crew from the Maratanza and Lenapee, boats’
crews and officers under the command of Lieutenant-Commander 1., I,
Newman, of the Nyack, ascended the North West Branch as far as the
steamer could go without knocking oftf' wheelhouses and injuring the
vessels materially, but sufficiently far enough to prove to my entire sat-
isfaction that the river is obstructed above that point, and we will be
compelled to employ smatler, and if they can be, steain launches, for
up-river service, The gate obstructions are all clear, 8o that three or
four vessels can pass abreast, The pbstructions on the line of the two:
sunken steamers, where the buoy flags were planted, it will be neces-
sary to tuke great pains to raise carefully., We have succeeded in
destroying some four torpedoes which were found lodged in the logs of
the obstructions,
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T have thought proper to have all the traverses of all the forts on the
east bank of Cape Fear River removed and destroyed by the axe than
by fire,as I found the powder spread all along over the ground. I
would reqpecbfully request instructions in regard to the disposition of
the guns in the ferts, and get permission to mount one of the IX-inch
guns, captured at oneof the naval batteries, on board this ship to com-
plete my complement,

I hawe not been enabled to get the ordnance schooners along as
fast as might be had the weather been better. It has been such that
ammunition of all kinds would have been ruined, as it has rained the
greater part of the time,

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

(ﬂuOR(r}u W. Yound,
Lieutenant- Commander,
Rear- Admiral D. D, PorRTER, '

Commanding North Atlantic Nquadron,

{Enelosure.|
U, 8. 8, NYAUK,
Wilmington, N. €., March 9, 1865,

Sir; In obodienca to your ovders 1 proceeded wnth the Kolus up tho
Cape Fear River on the 7th instant as far as the mouth of Wood’s
Creck, about 28 miles from here.  After passing the mouth of Black
River the stream is very narrow and tortuoug, with a strong current,
Finding that 1 could not make the turns wit baut using hawsers, and then
fouling puldle boxes and smokestack in thé-branches of large trees, I
conclnded to return.  T'he people, white and black, whom I questioned,
stato that the Chickamaunga is sunk across the stream at (ndian W olls,
with o chain just below., Her two guns are on a bluft on the western
bank of the river, ‘

Very respectfully, ete,,
L., H. NEWMAN,
Lieutenant-Commander,

Licutenant-Commander Grorar W, YOUNG,
NSenvor Oflicer Present, Commanding U, S, S, Maratanza,

(ieneral order of Commodore Radford, U. N. Navy, commanding James
River Fotilla, regarding picket duty.

JAMES RIVER FLOTILLA,
. Flagship Dumbarton, March 11, 1865,

Lieutenant-Cemmander Homer O, Blake will hereafter have control
of the naval picket lines,

No boat will be allowed to pass the Onondage during the night on
any pretense whatever, without first reporting on board the Onondaga
and obtmmng Lientenant-Commander Blake’s permission, or the per-
mission of the senior officer of theironclad division,

The followmg arrangement will be observed with regard to picket
boats, commencing Saturday evening the 11th instant, Lach vessel
named will send & boat with o full crew, armed and equipped for the
night, with an officer in charge.

Saturday, Mareh 11, 1865, —Mackinaw, Acting \hv«ter J, A. Bullard
(in charge of picket line); Mussasoit, Eutaw Chippewea, Umuhlla, Sas-
sucus, Maumee,
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Sunday evening, the 12th.~~Mendota, Acting Master Digard (in ohargev
(‘)lf picket line); Commodore Perry, Pontoosuo, Osceola, Shawmut, Huron,
Miami,

These boats, with the officers in charge as assigned, w:]l do pwket
duty, alternating each night, as observed in this order.

The tugs Alert, Olinton, and launch No. 4 will report for duty every
night, )

Respecttully, ‘
. Wo, RADFORD,
Commodore, Commanding James River Flotilla.

Reportof Omnmander Rhind, U, 8. Navy, regarding the expedition into the
Neuse River,

U, 8. S, AGAWAM,
New Berne, March 11, 1865,

SIrR: On the 9th I received a dispatch from General Palmer urging
me to send. a force up the Neuse, as the enemy wero reported as putting
a pontoon over, 11 miles below Kinston. 1 sent Lieutenant-Comman-
der Thornton, of the Tosco, up yesterday with eight boats’ crews and
officers, in the army steamers Shra]mcl and Flla May; the latter was
armed with our howitzers, Lientenant-Commander Thornton had
received orders from you to go to Plymouth, but as there seems somo
- important movement going on, and I am mfox med by the general that
the enemy have been largely reinforced at Kinston, I have detained
the fosco until this expedition returns.

The acting master of the Jommodore Hull showed mo his ordols to
take command of the Shokokon,

The (Oeres takes up some men from the hospital belonging to the
Wyalusing, ‘There is one schooner here under charter, and she will be
sent to Roanoke Island after coaling the Taecony, unloss you direct oth-
erwiso, Wo have been using her to coal our vessels, the lighter having
sunk at the wharf of the storehouse,

Respectfully, your obedient servant, .
A. C. RHIND,
Commander,
Commander W, H, MAcOMB,
Senior Officer, Sounds North Carolina,

[Telogram,)

NAvY DEPARTMENT, March 12 186.)
Beport to Rear-Admiral Porter, at Hampton Roads, for commdud of
the Monadnock.
GIDEON WELLES,
Seoretary of the Navy.

Oommander Wx., RONOKENDORFF, U. 8. Navy,
No. 2031 Pine street, l’hzladelphm, Pa,
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[Tolegram.]

ForT MONROE, March 12, 1865—1: 30 p, m.
(Received 2 p. m.)
Mahopao is in from Charleston, and the Oasco from New York, and
both are on their way up the James River. We have no news of the
Hontauk,
0. S. GLISSON,

‘ Oaptain,
Hon. GIDEON WELLES,

Secretary of Navy.

[Teolegram.)

" WASHINGTON, March 13, 1865.

Send Montauk to Washington navy yard as soon as she arrives.
G, WELLES,
Secretary Navy.
Oommanding OrricER,
Hampton Roads.

[ ——

Report of Commander Rhind, U, S. Navy, regarding the return of expedi-
- tion up the Neuse Eiver,

U. 8. S. Acawan, New Berne, March 13, 1865,

Sir: Lientenant Commander Thornton returned last night with the
expedition he took up the Neuse River. The Hlla May and Shrapnel,
army steamers, were not sufliciently supplied with coal to make o longer
stay. The boats reached a point about 3 miles below Kinston, Gen-
cral OCox advised that they should return and patiol the river,

A deserter from a \Iorth Carolina regiment came on board “the Ella
May yesterday morning, He states that the whole rebel force under
Bragg (estimated by him at 40,000) had evacuated Kinston, moving
toward Goldsboro, but that IIoke’s (llvxsmn returned whon he left. The
ironelad is afloat and ready for service; has two guns, draws 9 feet.
No pontoon was found in the Neuse,

It you can send me a torpedo launch at once Lie may have an oppor
tunity of destroying the ironclad. 'The bridge (railroad) at Kinston has
been destroyed by the enemy, ,

We are, unfortunately, dependent on the army for light-draft steam-
ers, If I had the proper vessels I should be able to act. I shall keep
the Tosco for a few days, as we may require her boats and men,

1 sm making an effort to- day to have the Kll« May fitted with a tor-
pedo to send her up again, as General Cox telegraphs mo that he would
like to have the boats up again, -

8 p.m.—1I have received o note from an aid-de camp of General Scho-
ficld (commanding department), informing me that he will be unable to
place the steamers at my dlsposm Nothing can be done, therefore, by
us, There i8 a chance of using the picket launch if she can be gmt. hereo
without delay.

Respectfully, your obedient servant
A, O, RHIND,
Oommander,
Oommander W. H, M. OOMB,
Oommanding Distriot of bozmda.

N W R—VOL 12-—-5
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[‘Telegram.]

NAVY DEPARTMENT, March 14, 1865,

Have the Malvern at Hammpton Roads Friday morning, ready to go up
James River with the admiral and friends, .
. V. Fox,

Assistant Seoretary of the Navy.
Oaptain J. M, BERRIEN,
Oommandant Naval Station, Norfolk, Va.

[‘L'elegram.)

ForT MONROE, VA,, March 14, 1865—7 p. m.
(Recelved 7:30 p. m,)

Mounitor Lehigh in from Oharleston and will go up the James River
immediately. No news of the Montauk, Our troops in possession of
Kinston, N. O,

: 0. 8. GLIES8ON,
Oaptain and Senior Oflicer.
Hon, G1pEON WELLES,

Seoretary of Navy, -

{'I'elegram.)

Oy PoIine, VA, March 14, 1865,

Will you please have a fow gunboats, say six, including four already
gone, sent into the York and Pamunkey rivers to keep open free navi.
gation between White House and the mouth of York River. [ havea
large force now on ita way to White House. When it is withdrawn the
navy can withiraw also,

U. 8. GRANT,
Licutenant-General,
Oommodore RADFORD, U, 8, Navy,
Oare of Mcgor General Ord.

{"T'elegram.)

FrLAGsHIP DUMBARTON, March 14, 1865-—-1,9:50 p. M,

Telegram received. Will send vessels required immedmmly.

WM. RADFORD;

. Commodore,

Lieutenant-General U, 8. GRANT,
OOmmumdmg Armies of the United States, Oity Point, Va,

[ lelogmm ]

JONES' LANDING, March 14, 18(‘.).

The Mahopao and Casco have arrived, At the special request of
General Grant, I have sent two vessels from here to York River to
cooperate WIth the army.

‘ W RADFORD,
» . Qommaodore,
Hon, GIDEON WELLES,
Secretary Navy.
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Report of Oommander Rhind, U. 8. Navy, regarding the destruction of
the O. S, ram Neuse,

U. 8, S: A¢AWAM, New Berne, March 14, 1865

SIR: The Wh@tehead arrived here at 8 a, m. I found her uot ready
for immediate service, but shall have her ready by & a. m. to-morrow,
[ intend sending her up to Kinston, I had a torpedo fitted to her, and
after I had the works started 1 received a telegram from General Cox
at the bridge Kinston stating, “The ram is burnod her wreck is in

.sight; the torpedo will not be needled n

his evening I have another dispatch, dat«,d ab Kmston. As there
seems to be no doubt of the destruction of the ram, there is no longer
a necessity for the picket launch, The Tosco will go to Plymouth
immediately on Oaptain Thornton’s return, He goes up on the White-
head., If the services of the Whitehead should be required here on her
return, I will inform you and will vetain her till farther orders,

Respectfully, your obedient servant,
A, 0, RHIND,
; - Commander,
Commander W, H. MAcoMB, :

('l‘eleérum.]
NAVY DEPARITMENT, March 15, 1865.
Send Monadnock up James River,
GIDEON WRLLES,
_ . Secretary of the Navy.
Captain O, S, GLISSON,
Senior Officer, Hampton Roads, Virginia,

[ —

Order of Captain Glisson, U. S. Navy, to Commander Parrott, 17, 8.
ll\efavy, commanding U, 8!8, Monadnock, to proceed to duty in the James
iver,
U. 8. 8, BANTIAGO DF QUBA,
Hampton Roads, Marech 15, 1865,

SIr: You will proceed with the U. 8.8, Monadnock, under your com-
mand, up the James River and roport to Commodore R adford for duty.
Use evexy exertion to reach your destination as soon as possible.

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
0. 8, GLI38ON,
Oaptain and Senior Officer in Hampton Roads.
Oommander B, G, PARROTT,
Commanding U, 8. 8. Monadnock.
C [El:(l()rselilent-.]

Reported March 20.

W. RADFORD,
Oommodore, Oommanding James River Flotilla,

Report of Oommodore Radford, U. 8. Ncwy, rcoardmg cooperation with
the army in Rappahannook and York rivers,

JAMES RIVER FLOTILLA,
U. 8. Plagship Dumbarton, March 15, 1865,

Str: I have the honor to acknowledge the recepr of the Depart-
ment’s communication of the 7th instant.
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I would respe(,tfnlly state that I was requested by Lieutenant-General
Grant, to whom I was ordered to report when ordered -to the command
of t;lus flotilla, to send two or more gunboats up the Rappahannock. 1
telegraphed to General Girant that Commander Parker was in command
of that district, and that he had gunboats better adapted for those
waters, In reply the general stated that he wished me to send them,
as they were to o on a specinl expedition, and to go immediately.

Supposing Commander Parker to be up the Potomuc, and the gen.
eral’s dispatch indicating an emergency, 1 directed two gunboats to
proceed immediately up the Rappabannock and cooperate with the
army, Had I directed them to report to Commander Parker I could
not have complied with General Grant’s request, which was in substance
an order,

In obedience to a telegram received from General Grant I yesterday
sent the U, 8. 8, Shaiwmut and U, 8, S, Commodore Morris up the York
River, "This telegram stated that a naval cooperation was required
immediately.

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
WM. RADFORD,
Commodore, Commanding James Itiver Flotzlla.

Hou. GIDEON WELLES,
Seoretary of the Navy, Washington Oity, D, C.

["Lologram. ]

FLAGSHIP DUMBARTON,
Jones’ Landing, March 15, 1.‘1‘60.
I recoived an order last night to send this vessel to W(Hhmgton. I
should like to keep her until replaced,
YWr. RADFORD,
Commodore.
Hon, G, WELLES,

['Pologenm. |

NAVY DEPARTMENT, March 16, 1865,
Proceed a8 soon a8 practicable to New York with thc Dictator, taking
the Rhode Island with you, when she can proceed to Maine,
G, WELLES,
Secretary of the Navy J.
Commodore JOHN ROI)GERS
- Qommanding 1, 8. 8. Dictator , Hampton Roads, Virginia.

['Tolegram.]
NAVY DEPARTMENT, March 16, 1865,
Shall not be with you until Saturday. Notify Lieutenant-General

Grant,
G. V. Iox,
Assistant Swrotary.
Major-General J. (. BARNARD, U. 8, Army,
Oity Point, Va.
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{'Lelegram.|
NAVY DEPARITMENT, March 10, 1865.
When you can spare the Mahopae and Saugus, or either o' them, send
them to Washington, Withdraw neitherexceptapproved by liieutenant-
General Grant,.
G. WELLES,
' Secretary of Navy.,
Commodore WM, RADFORD, ,
Oommanding James River Flotilla, Jones’ Landing, Va.

["Lelogram.)

NAVY DEPARTMENT, March 16, 1865,

Retain Dumbarton while you are living on board,
' G. WELLES,
Secretary of the Navy.,
Cominodore WM., RADFORD, ‘
Oommanding James River Flotilla, Jones’ Landing, Va.

Instructions of Lieutenant-Commander Blake, U. 8. Navy, regurding picket
duty in James River,

U. S, IRONOLAD ONONDAGA,
James River, Virginia, March 16, 1865,

The picket boats doing duty at Duteh Gap will, in case of torpedo
boats or fire rafts passing down the river, give the alarm by firing a
rocket., Should the rebel fleot pass the gap, they will, in addition to
the rocket, burn a red Coston light in such a position that it will be
seen by the upper and lower fleets, Should torpedo boats come to the
obrtructions, they must be captured or destroyed. Should they, how-
ever, succeed in passing the obstructions, a rocket will be fired as a
warning to thoe fleet; our picket boats will pursue them, showing a red
light toward the Qommiodore Ierry, that we may distinguish between
friend and foe, care being taken that the light is not seen from up the
river,

The fiving of & musket from one of the picket hoats will indicate dan-
ger.  All boats will immediately get: underway to be ready to execute
any orders received from the officer in charge of the picket line, One
long whistle will eall the boats from the north channel to the assistance
of those in the south channel; two long whistles will call. the boats in
south channel to the assistance of those in the north channel.

Picket boats will not leave their stations on any proetense whatever,
except in case of an attack or by order of the officer in charge of the -
picket line, .

No boat will be allowed to pass up to the obstructions after dark
without the order of the officer in ¢harge of the ironclad division, nor
znl[)'()iva the obstructions without the sanction of the commander of the
division,

A white light shown by one of the picket boats will indicate that the
officer in charge of the pickets is wanted.

The officers in charge of picket boats will see that their respective
boats are provided with the following articles:

A red and white lantern, '
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Rocket and grapnel, with at least 3 fathoms of chain attached to it,
to bo used in case of fire rafts, .

The officers in charge of the picket boats are charged with a most
important duty; the strictest vigilance is required at all times; they
will avoid all unnecessary noise and be careful that no lights are shown
from their bonts unless absolutely necessary. ;

The officer in charge of the picket line will report in writing the
slightest dereliction of duty on the part of any one on the picket line.
» Respectfully, ete., ' .

IHomMER O, BLAKBE,
Treutenant-Commander, U. S, Navy,
In charge of Naval Picket Line, Trent's Reach.

Report of Lieutenant-Commander Young, U, S. Navy, senior officer off
Wilmington, regarding general affairs of his command.

U. 8. 8. MARATANZA, Maroh 16, 1865,

SIR: Since my last report of the 5th instant I have examined the
forts ou the east bank of the river, and, as reported before, find my
orders have been carried out stribtly, On tho 7th instant Lieutenant-
- Qommander Nowman, commanding the Nyack, made an examination of
the North West Branch of the[Capo Fear) River as farasthe Devil’s Bend,
but returned on the Hth instant, finding the river to he very circuitous,
and not wishing to damage the Folus, he returned at the expiration of
forty-oight hours. Ineclosed please find Lieutenant-Commander New-
man’s report.* : ;

On the 11th instant, in an interview with Major-General Scofield, he
mentioned that he was anxious to open communication with Major-
General Sherman,  Acting Master 11, W, Grinnell and Acting Ensign
H. B, Colby, of the Nyack, volunteered to convey any communication
to the army that the general might have to send, and &8 their com-
manding officer had no objections, 1 gave the permission to undertake
the service., 1 am happy to state they were in time to mect (leneral
Sherman just outside of IMayetteville, 1 respectfully call your atton-
tiolx)l t;) Acting Master Grinnell’s report,t a copy of which I respectfully
suabmit,

On the morning of the 11th instant, Major-General Perry, in an inter-
view, stated that he was about starting an expedition up the North
‘West Branch for the purpose of clearing the way to Fayetteville, and
wished to have one of the gunboats, as a support, to follow. I imme.
diately propared the Holus, and with one boat’s crew from each of the
vessels (Maratanza, Lenapee, and Nyack) I followed the army tug, but,
owing to the circuitous nuture of the river, the Holus was compelled to
anchor in what is called the Devil's Bend forthe night; but the next
morning we made our way through the difficulties and reached Fayette-
ville at 9:30 the evening of the 12th instant, Oun my arrival I found
General Sherman’s army making preparation for crossing, I ealled
upon General Sherman, tendering my services, and he requested that
I would leave the Kolus in the river until his army had left Fayette.
ville, which I have done. The obstructions in the upper part of Cape
Fear River, owing to the heavy freshets, have been swept away, and
with screw steamers of 100 or 130 feet in length, with 3 feet draft of

*Ree p. 62, e 1 8¢e p, 80,
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water, Fayetteville can be reached at any season. The Okickamauga
was sunk across the narrow part of the channel, but the current has
swept her alongside the bank,
Yery respectfully, your obedient, sorvant,
GEORGE W, YOUNG,
Lieutenant-Commander, U, 8. Navy
Senior Officer present off Wummgton.
Rear-Admiral D. D, PORTER, '
Commanding North Atlantw Squadron, Flagship Malvern,

Report of Commander Rhind, U. 8. Navy, regarding the disposition of
the U, 8. steamers Hunohbaok and Whitehead. -

U, 8. 8, AGAWAM,
New Berne, March 17, 1865,

Sir: The Hunohback arrived here this afternoon. I have directed
Oaptain Fyffe to proceed to Plymouth as soon as he coals hlB vessel,
The Iosco left this morning,

''he Whitehead is in the river above the obstructions, being unable to
proceed farther on account of the low stage of water. As she draws too
much to navigate the Neuse, she is of no use here. [Please inform me
what disposition you wish made of her. I have sent orders to her com.
manding officer to remain above the obstructions till her coal gave out,
She has but four or five days’ supply.

I have no further infelligence ifrom the army,

Respectfully, your obediont servant, _
A. O, RIMIND,
: UJommander,

Commander W, H, MAcoMB,

.

1dst of vessels composmg the North A tlantw Blockading S8quadron, Maroh

18, 1865,
» !
Namo. Guns, Class, Commanding ofticer. I “’“"" u]c‘ulx'{y or ata.
A!D. Vance......... [ I’addle........ Lieut. Com,J, H, Upshur ......, Detached,
Agawaxn ............ 10 |..... do........ Commander A.C. Rhind........ Sonndn, North Caro.
Alabama .ovvninns.n, Act. Vol. Lt. A, R, bu thomo. Hampwn Roada,
Atlanta.. . ..] Aot. Vol, Lt."1J, \ ward ...| James Rtiver, Va,
Anemono ..| Aoting Fnsign N‘O Borden. .. Beaufort. N.C.
Arletta .. .| Lisut, Commander W, Q. Woot.. Do, ...
Albemarle . . ..} Aot Asst. Paymaster Mellaoh ..| New Berne, N, C.
Alpha....voeeinins S PR Sorew Actiug Ensign No R, Davis ..... Jamos tiver,
Bon Morgan..coovaaifonnans Hulk ......... Aoting Maater A, B, Mulford...] Norfolk, Va.
Bello covveiiaiiaiian,s 2| Borew ........ Acting Hutord &, Greon..... Sol"mda, North Curo.
na,
Borberry ...... cieaes N PR A0 vivienns Aotiv Fnsign R, W, Rowntroe Beaufort,
l!ignonla . . o Lieut, W. D, Roath....| Norfolk Navy erd
.. Lieut, Com.J, 8. Barnea......... Washi m& n, D
..| Commander A, D, Harrell...... .| Norfolk Navy Yard
.} Aot. Vol, Lieut, H. 8. _Wot.more. Sol?nda. North Caro-
i . na,
2 Act. Mas, Mate H, H, Foster...
0 Aot, Vol, Lisut.J. ¥, Nickels.. Nor{olk Navy Yard,
Commodoro Barney .. 7 J Act, Vol It. G, B, Livin wn Jamee River.
CaOtUB. spraevravianas 3 | Act. Mas, and Pilot d.
Commodore Morris.. 7 ..| Acting Master R Lee White House, Va.
Oruuder cerennies g 0T .| Act. Vol. Lieut. Peter Hnyl .| Detachedl,
Chippe 8 Liout. Com, A. W. Weaver......| Jamea River,
Commodore Perry ) Act. Vol, Livut, A. P. Foster .. Do,
Olinto Citessrsensnfrecaen Berew .ouvveen Aoting En.“n G w, H&dm
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List of vessels composing the North Atlantie Blockading Squadron, Maroch 18, 1865--~

Continued,
b ]

Name, Guns, Clasgs, Commanding ofticer, ¥ mwntt(}(‘)ln'ﬁ' or nta;
Charles Phelpa......J...... Hulk ......... Acting Ensign W, Ottiwell.....| Craney Island.
Cohpsset............. 1{ Sorew ........ Acg, Ens, and Pilot Griitin,.... James River,
Olemantis...ooiienn. $lodo ..., Aoct, Vol, Lieut. G. H, Gooding..] Norfolk:Navy Yard,
Dumbarton.......... 4 | Paddle........ Aot, Vol, Lieut; H, Brown.,.....| James River.
Delaware........o... T R do........ Aoting Master J, H. Eldridge. .. Do.
Dawniiceeeiiennnne. 31 Serew ........ Acting Master J. A. Jackaway. Do.

Daylight «c.o..ooo.t 8 ... do........ Acting Maater H, A. Phoel¢w. ... Do, : :

)17 SOPPURORRTNON PR R [ R Act, Mas, Mate W. F. Gragg....| Norfolk Navy Yard.
Eolustocoovoianan..., 4] Paddle........ Aoting Master E, S, Keysor. ...| Cape Fear River.
Emma...ooonaa.... 8| Serew ........ Acting Master [J. A\ ] Hamilten do,
Butaw...ooenennnne.. 10 | Paddle........ ceseisebesesdariiiensecuisseaseasa| JAMeEs River,
Epsilon...ooeenen.nn, ceeni] Sorow ..., Acting Ensign [F. W,] Mintzer. 0,

Fort Donelson ....... 1| Paddle........ Aoting Master G. W, Froat..... Hampton Roads,
Fahkoo ..ooovoreonnn. b | Serow ...... Aoting Master ¥, R, Webb......| Whito Houase.
(}('weruor Bueking-. 6f..... do........ Act, Vol, Lieut. J. MacDfarmid.} Norfolk Navy Yaud.
am, . .
Genoral I'utnam..... 4| Paddle........ Acting Master I, I, Savage....| Dotached.
Granite...... NP PR Sloop eeeeones Acting Master K. Boomoer,...... Sollimds, North Caro.
, na,
Glanee......cooveaiifonann. Sorew ........ Aoting Fnaign H. Wheelor .....; James River,
[E 151111 RN PN KR do........ Aoting Ensign H, ¥, Qurtis..... Do.
Huron............ ... 5 ..... do........ Liout, Commander '), 0, Selfridge Do.
Hunehbuek.....o..e 7| Paddle.... .. Lioutonant J. [P.]Fyile......... Soltimds. North Caro-
na.
Henry Brinkoer ...... 3 | Sorow ........ Aoting Ensign J, H. Kerena..... '
Hoyt seviiiiiiiiiii ovenen]oeans A0 ........ Acting Ensign H. B, I'wambly..{ Do,
1 1 277) N P $orvacsnnan Aocting Master [G, B.)'I'hompsou] Norfolk Navy Yard.
Harcourt coocoveinfoena. Serew ... Cheessbanninas vetsinsecenoen James River.
I0BCO covviriennnsinas 10 | Paddle....... Lieut.Commanderd, 8. ‘Thornton Solllmdﬂ' North  Caro-
: .. na,
I, N, Ssymour........ 2o, Acting Ensign F. I, Allen...... Detaohed,
Kanans .cocovennnen.. 8 | Soerow ........ Liout, Com,; P, G. Watmough.. | James Rivor,
Keyantano State ......f...... Paddle........ Commauder I, Rolando, ........ Ordered to Baltimore,
Lilan.cioiiveeeennn 210 do........ Act, Vol, Iieut, JX. D, Brumnor...| Detnched,
Lookweod ........... [ 38 P Ao ........ Acting Eusign M. D, Ames,.... Soltim(la, North Caro.
: na,
Lilae seveveiiiannn.., 2| Sorew ........ Aoting EusignJ. A, Chndlwick..! Norfolk Navy Yarad,
Little Ada..o........ P2 P do........ Acting Master S, 1, Crafts...... Do.
Lonapes ......ovenen, 10 | Paddle........ Liout, Commander R, Chandlor..] Cape Fear Rivor.
Monticollo........... 6 | Serow ........ Livut.Comimnuider W, B.Cushing; Norfollk Navy Yard.
Manmeo ....oo...... . 8 ..., do........ Liout, Commnander J, Parker.... James Rivor,
Moccasin c......o..L 3l.odo ..., Aoting Enaign J. Brown..,....." Undor orders North.
Mackinaw ........... 10 | Paddle........} Comwmaiider J.C. Boauniont.....: Jimes Rivor,
Masaagolt ........... 10 i..... do......., Commander R. T. Ronshaw ..... Do.
Monadnook.......... 4 | Sevew ........ Commander W, Ronckendorft’. . .! Do,
Mount Vernon....... 2 | ) SR Act. Vol. Liout, J. ‘I'rathen..... i Norfolk Navy Yard.
Mattabeaott ......... 10 { Paddle........ Commander J. ., Febigor....... Sl)]l‘lllllﬂ. North Caro.
na.
Montgomory......... 6| Sorow ........ Act. Vol Ldeut, 't ¢, Dunn ..... (;'l"l;iﬂhlg oft' Cape Fear
. T wver,
Maratanza........... 6 | Paddle........ Lisut. Commandor (1, W.Young.! Cape Fear River,
Miami...... Veeveeens 8l..... do... ... Aot. Vol Lieut, G. W, Graves...| Jumes Rivor,
Mendota....... N 10 ]..... | (SR Commander E, I, Nichola....... Do,
Mount Washington.. | N A do........ Act. Mas, and Pllot H, H, Haynie Norfolk Navy Yurd.
Mystio.....oooiennnn. T |- BOrew .oee.... Aoting Mastér W, Wright......! Dotached,
Martin............... veeen.| Serew wig . ...| Aoting Ensign ¥\ H, Crandall...| Sounds, North Cavo.
LT
Malvern cooovenennn.. 12 | Paddlo........ Ensign W, G, Wia6..0..s00ve0...| Hampton Roads.
Monteul oo, 2| Sorew ........ Iieut, Commander I, ¥, Stone...| James River.
Nyaoek . ooorvciinnn..n 8 ... do........ Liout, Commander L, If, Newman Capo Féar River.
Now Borno eevvennoidaeaninen, Wdo........| Act, Vol. Lt. (8, B.]) Washburn..| New York,
Navgenond .......... 4| Paddle........ Aoting Master J. H, Porter...... James River, Va,
Oaceoln.oovenn... .. 10 ....do.ea.... Commander J, M, B, Clitz....... Do.
Onondaga............ 4| Sorew ........ Lisut, Commandor H, O, Blake., Do,
Phlox. oo viireniidinin., Paddle........ Acting Ensign D. T, O'Brien.... Do,
Pequot veeeinnann... 81..... [ Lieut. Commander D, L. Braine .| Norfolk Navy Yard.
Pawtuxet...... ceress Wleodo....... Commander J, H, S{mtts oevevossy James River,
Pontoosuo ...........0 12}, ..do........ Lieut. Commander W, G, Temple D,
gf]ip'\;, Sheadieies e . ‘iz ?:rew ........ Aoting Ensign W, Clarke....... }‘Iorfo\lﬁ}‘{avy Yard.
oket lmunch No. 4..! SOFeW +overeeifeernenemnsrivenaes Ceerencaes veeses! James River.
Picket launch No.b... 1 }..... O veriveifononone Wedireesiisiiibinennitenes Sm‘méls.jNorth Curo-.
! ; LT o uK, t
Pioket launch No,6..0 1 [.....do........[ Aoting Busig £C.’ 8.1 Willcox..| James River, .
Rhode Island....... J 12| Paddle........! Conmandoer S, D, Lrenchand ....| Hampton Roads.
R, R.Cuyler .........] 12| Sorew ........ Cotamander G, H. B, Caldwell...| Norfolk Navy Yard.
RODBIAW ovvvenneans vevess| Hulk c0srene. | Gunner K, A, MoDonald ........| Sounds, North Caro-

: na.

Release ....coecvennan . 3| 8all........0 Acting Master J, Baker ........! Beaufort, N.C.
ROMAD eveevrrarnsnrfoncens Hulk....... TS LAY ++o Norfolk, Va,
Republie..... censesas 11 Sorow ....... J Actlng Enaign J. W, Bennett...' Cape Fear Rlver.
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List of veasels composing the North Atlantto Blookading Squadron,

3

March 18, 1865--

Continued.
Name. Guus, Class Commanding ofticor. 1 ““90"";}(‘,"}-‘ or st
Suugns .oaeeieee.en 2 | Sorew . ..} Commander E. R. Colhoun ......| James River,
SONECR. cevevnsaairnss 6].....do. .} Lisut. Commander M, Sicard.... (}1’1{:mli ship, Hampton
8 i ) oads,’
Santiago de Cuba....! 11 | Paddle. Captain O, S, Glfsson J.......... Hampton Roada,
Samuel Rotan ....... i b Schooner ..... Acting Muster W, G, Nutting ..| Norfolk Navy Yard.
shamrock ...cooueee. | Paddle........ Commander W, H, Macomb..... So)\fmds. North Caro.
: , o na,
Shokokon ........... 6 .. Ao .....ea0 Aot Vol Liout: | F.) Jossolyn... 0, .
Spuyten Duyvil . ._..l...... Torpedo boat .} Firat Asat, Engineor(J, Li) Tay .| Jamea River,
Saflron ... P I 5Orew ........ Acting Enaign H, M., Pishon.."..[ Norfolk Navy Yard.
SASSRCUH . eevenvrnnnn Lisut, Commander J. L., Davis ..} Janies River.
SANgAIMON «.ovvvennns Lieut, Commander J. Yonng. ... Do,
Shawmut............ .} Lieut, Commander J, G, Walker.| White House,
Tacony ...oovnvneenns Iieut, Commander W,T. Truxtun Sol\ilmls. North Caro-
' . . na.
Unadilla....... .| Lient, Commander ¥, M; Ramaay | Jamva River.
Unit.oeoees .1 Actlug Ensign H, P, Hathaway.] Norfolk, Va,
Viokaburg . .} Aoting Masater W, U, Grozier...I White House,
Vietoria ccoeeevvnnnsn Acting Enslgn W, Moody ...... S()‘t;i)ds, North Caro-
: , : ni. '
Valloy City.....coon] O liiiiiiivennnn. Aocting Mastor . A, J. Brooks .. Do,
Weatern World...... 6 | Paddle........ Aoting Ensfgn E. Herrfck ...... Whito Houae,
Wilderness .......... 41..... do........ Aoting Master I, Aroy.........}] James River.
Wyalusing .......... 4. do........ Lisut, Commaunder E, English .. Suﬁmda. North Cero-
i ' g : na,
Whitehead .......... S Aoting Master (}. W Barrett. .. Do,
Wyandotte .. ........ b | Sorew ........ Acting Maator 1. W, Shoor...... Norfolk (;'Nnard).
William Badger .....! Hulk Aoting Ensign 8. 0. 8wain...... Boaufort, N, G,
Watoh....... chieaney i J\ Acting Ensiyin J, Blshop ....... Jamea River,
Young Amerlca ..... d ... Aot M. Mate J. M, Gillay ....... Hampton Roada,
Yantife....... | Liout. Commmander ', G, Harris .| Capo Foar River.
Zonave ... b Acting Ensign J. T, Hayes ..... Jamos River,
2011 2 S U P «..] Acting Ensign E. M, Boggs...., Do,

Report of Liewtenant- Commander Hinglish, U. 8. Navy, regarding expedi-
tions in Scuppernong and Alligator rivers, North Caroling,

bridge at that place to enable me to proceed on,
Landing, 10 miles above Columbia, )
schooner, and up to now have taken nearly sixty nets,

U, 8. 8. WYALUSING,

Off Oroatan Light-House, March 19, 1865,
Sir: In consequence of the prevailing bad weather I have been

unable to get down any farther than Alligator River, which I reached

yesterday afternoon. On Friday I went up the Scuppernoung in the Qeres

- to Columbia, | N. C.], where I drew up sufficient of the piles of the burned

~ I went on to Cross
In the Scauppernong I captured a

This morning

I dispatched the Oeres and a party up the Alligator, and in the mean-

time have run down to the island for my wmail,
here 1T discovered a party hauling a seine near the light-house,

Upon my arrival

I have

had some correspondence with Colonel Lehmann on the subject, and
send you the permit given by him, ’
Very respectfully, yours, ete.,

EARL ENGLISH,

K Taeutenant- Commander.
Commander W, H, MAoOMB, o
OJommanding District of Sounds of North Carolina.
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Order of Rear-Admiral Porter, U, 8. Navy, to Lieutenant-Commander
Walker, U. S. Navy, commanding g U. 8. 8. Shawomut,

~ JAMES RI1VER, VIRGINIA, March 20, 1865.
Sir: You will proceed with the Shawmut to New York navy yard
and report to Secretary of the Navy by letter on your arrival.
Respectfully,
Davip D. PORTER,
| Rear-Admiral.|
Lieutenant-Commander J. G, WALKER,
Commanding Shawmut,

Order of Rear-Admiral Porter, U. S. Navy, to Acting Master Frost, U. S.
Navy, commanding U, 8. 8. Fort Donelson, regarding duties to be per-
Jormed by that vessel, . -

NORTH ATLANTIO SQUADRON,
U. 8. Flagship Mulvern, James River, March 20, 1865,

Sir: Proceed with the Fort Donelson under your command to Beau-

fort, N, O., and deliver the mail; then proceed to New Lnlet, deliver the

mail, and resume your duties ns guard ship until you are relleved

when you will return to Beaufort and carry out your previous mstruc

tions in vegard to the court-martial case of Acting Volunteer Lieutenant

T, Pickering; after accomplishing which return to me at Hamuton
Roads,

Respectfully, yours,

. DAviD D, PORTER,
Rear-Admiral, Commanding North Aﬂann(' Squadron.

Acting Master GrorG1l W, IFRosT, ;
Commanding Fort Donelson.

S

()rdor of Rear-Admiral Porter, U. 8. Navy, to Acting Master Porter, U. 8.
Navy, commanding g U. 8. S Nansemond.

JAMES RIVER, VIRGINIA, March 20, 1865,
SiR: Proceed with the Nunsemond under your command to St
Inigoes, Md., and report to Commander . A, Parker for duty.
Respectfully, yours,
DAvVID D, PORTER,
Rear- Admiral, Commanding North Atlantic Squ(uh'on.

Acting Master J, H., PORTER,
Comma ndmg Nansemond.

(Orders of same date and tenor to Acting Ensign Jameq Brown,
commanding U. 8. 8, Moccasin, and Acting Master 5. . Craftts, com-
manding U, 8. 8. Little Ada. |
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Order of Rear- Admiral Porter, U. 8. Navy, to Acting Master Keyser,
U, S. Navy, commanding U, S. 8. Holus.

JAMES RIVER, VIRGINIA, March 20, 1865,

S1R: Proceed with the Folus under your command to the sounds of
North Carolina and report to Commander W. H, Macomb for duty.
Respectfully, yours,
\DAVID D, PORTER,
Rear-Admiral, Qommanding North Atlantic Squadron,

Acting Master 14, S. KEYSER,
Commanding U. S. S. Holus.

[Orders of same date and tenor to commanding officers of the U. 8.
steamers Delaware and Dawn. | ’

Report of Jommander Macomb, U. 8. Navy, regarding the successful rais-
ing of the C. 8. S, Albemarle,

U. 8. 8, SHAMROUK,
Plymouth, [N. C.]), March 20, 1865.

ADMIRAL: The submarine operators have succeeded in raising the
ironclad ram Albemarle, and have kept her afloat for two days; but it
hag been necessary to kecp the powerful pumps going continuously to
do 8o, - The diver has not been able to stop all the leaks so far. Mr.
Brown, the chief of the party, thinks he will have to strip off all the
iron on the casemate, in order to lighten her up sufficiently to stop the
leaks near the overhang.

The rebels exploded a torpedo inside the casemate, which opened her
planking and angles of the casemate very seriously.  Mr, Brown informs
me that he had a conversation with Mr, Lenthall, chief naval con.
structor, also the constructor at Norfolk, who gave flim to understand
that t;he casemate would have to be taken off when being repaired at
the navy yard, so I see no objection to the armor being stripped from
her casemate now,

It is very doubtful whether she could be taken thmugh the canal
without relieving her of this great weight,

Very respectfully,
W. H. MAcoMB,
: Commander, Commanding.,

Rear-Admiral D, D, PORTER,

Commanding North Atlantic Squadron.

——

Order of Rear-Admiral Porter, U, S, Nmn/, to Acting Ensign Herrick,
U. 8. Navy, commanding U. S. 8. Western” World,

JAMES RWEB, VIRGINIA, March 21, 1865,

SIR: Proceed with the Western World under your command to St.
Inigoes, Md., and report to Commander F. A, Parker for duty.
Respectfully, yours,
DAvVID D, PORTER,
Rear- Admiral, Commanding North Atlantic Squadron,

Acting Ensign B, HERRICK, U. 8, Navy,
Oonwnandmg U. 8. S Westem World,
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Order of Rear-Admival Porter, U. 8. Navy, to the commandant navy yard,
Norfolk, to send certain vessels without delay.

Ciry PoinNt, VA, March 21, 18065,

OAPTAIN: Please send the Clematis to me withiout delay and direct
the_Hount Washington to report to Commodore Radford with as little
delay as possible,

Send all the tugs to me as soon as their machinery will permit them
to move, and do not let them wait for repairs on their hulls.

Respectfully, ete.,
- - DAvID D. PORTER,
Rear-Admiral,
Captain J. M. BERRIEN,
Jommanding Naval Station, Norfolk, Va.

-

Report of Rear- Admwal Por{e), U. 8, Navy, forwarding a desarzph(m of
vessels to be disposed. of.

NORTH ATLANTIO SQUADRON,
U. S. Flagship Malvern, City Point, Va., March 21, 1865,
Srr: Enclosed I have the honor to send you o partial description of
the vessels of this squadron that I deem uecessary for the interests of
the Department to dispose of. They all require more repairs than is
expressed, and can well be dlqpensed with, I propose the Dumbarton
and Tdlian as vessels answering the wants of the Army, and that they
be turned over to them,
Respectfully, your obedient servant, -
l)Avm D. PORTER,
Iwar-AdmwaI Commanding North Atlantic Squadron,

Hon, GIDEON WELLES,
Necretary of the N(wy, Washington, D. C.

Report of Commander Macomb, U, 8. Navy, /m warding information of
the destruction of the Ounlule; ate ram in the Neuse River,

U, 8. 8. SHAMROOK,
Dist. of the Sounds of' N. C., Plymouth, March 21, 1865.

ADMIRAL: T am informed by (Jomman(lel A, O, Rhind, from New
Berne, under date of the 14th instant, of the gratifying news of the
destruction of _the rebel ironclad ram in the Neuse River, near Kins.
ton, N, G,

'l‘,lu' mtelligon(-e is conveyed to Commander Rhmd from General Cox
at the bridge near Kinston, stating ¢ 'he ram is burned; lier wreck
is in sight; the torpedo will not be needed.”

The Whitehead and Hunchback arrived at New Berne; the latter is
here,

The former was started up the Neuse, and is now a short distance
above the obstructions,

The water is very low, and we will not be able to go up or down until
high water,

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
W. II. MAcous,
' , ; Commander, Commanding.

Rear-Admiral D, ). PORTER, :
Commanding North Atlantic Squadron,
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{ Tolegram:)

NAVY DEPARTMENT, March 22, 1865,
When the Santiago de Cuba arrvives, give her dlspwtch in mwh matters
as are required by Captain Glisson,
GIDEON WELLES,
Secretary.
Commodore T. A. DORNIN,
Commandant Naval Station, Baltimore, Md.

Order of the Sceretary of the Navy to the commandant navy yard, New
York, regarding the U, 8. 8. Chimo.

NAVY DEPARIMENT, March 23, 1865,
Sir: Send the Chimo to Hampton Roads in tow of the Huntsville,
Very respectiully, ete.,
G. WELLES,
Secretary of the Navy.
Rear-Admiral HIRAM PAULDING,
Commandant Navy Yard, New York,

['I'elogram, ]

7 NAVY DEPARIMENT, March 22, 1865,

Ifave the Bat le.uly to convoy the River Queen to-morrow, noon. The
President will be in the River Queen, bound to City Point,
By order of Secretary of Navy:
G. V., Fox,
, Assistant Secretary of Navy.,
Commodore J. B, MONTGOMERY,
Commandant Navy Y mI Washington, D, O.

Order of Rear-Admiral Porter, U, S, Navy, to Commander Nwlmls, U. 8.
Navy, ()ommandm(/ u. s. b’ Mendota,

JAMES RIVER, V IRGINIA, March 22, 1865,

Sir: Proceed with the Mendota, under your command, to Hampton
Roads and resume your duties as senior oflicer.
Respectfully, yours,
DAviD D, PORTER,
Rear- Admiral, Commanding Novth Atlantic Squadron.

Commander. E, T. NICHOLS,
Commanding Mendota.

Order of Rear-Admiral Porter, U, 8. Navy, to Lieutenant-Commander
Selfridge, U. S, Navy, ('(nnmandin(] U. 8. 8. Huron,

JAMES RIVLR, VIRGINIA, March 22, 1865,
Sir: Proceed with the Huroh, uuder your command, to Pagan Creek,
Virginia,
Respectfully, yours, DAvID D. PORTER,
Reayr- Admzml, Commanding North Atlantic Squadron,

Lieutenant-Commander T. O. SELFRIDGE, ‘
Commanding U, 8. 8. Huron,
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[Telogram.] -

NAVY DEPARTMENT, March 23, 1865,

The River Queen leaves the Sixth street wharf about 1 p. m,, with the
President. Have the Bat accompany her to Oity I’oint and back.
By order Secretary Navy:
G. V. Fox,
Assistant Secretary of Navy.
Oommodore J. B, MONTGOMERY,
Commandant Navy Yard, Washinglon.

[Telegram.]
NorroLxk, March 23, 1865.
I have ordered the men transferred from the Wuabash to this ship for

the James River Flotilla on board the Constellation. George Beardslee
is ordered by Admiral Gregory to inspect torpedoes.

WM. RADFORD,
Commodore.
Rear-Admiral D, D, PORTER,
Flagship Malvern, o{f Aikews Landing.

Order of the commandant navy-yard, Norfolk, to Lieutenant-Commander
Braine, U. 8, Navy, commanding U. 8. 8. Pequot.

COMMANDANT’S OFFICE, U, 8, NAVY YARD,
Norfolk, March 23, 18()0.
Sir: Proceed forthwith with the vessel under your command to ull,y
Point, and on arrival there report to Admiral D. D, Porter,
Very respectfully, ;
J. M, BERRIEN,
Commandant Naval Station, Norfoll.

Lieutenant-Oommander 1. L. BRAINE, or
COMMANDING OFFICER, U, 8. 8. Pequot,
Navy Yard, Norfolk, Vu.

Order of Rear-Admiral Porter, U. 8. Navy, to Commander Macom,
U. 8. Navy, regarding the restriotion of trade in the sounds of North
Carolina,

NORTH ATLANTIO SQUADRON
U. 8. Flagship Malvern, Aikew's Landing, James River, March 23, 16()0.

Sir: It seems to be the policy now to break up all trade, especially
that which may benefit therebels,and you will dispose your vessels about
the sounds to capture all contraband of war going into the enemy’s
lines, You will stop all supplies of clothing that can by any possibility
benefit a soldier; seize all vessels afloat that carry provisions to any
place not held by our troops and send them into court for adjudication,
Recognize no permits where there is a prospect of stores of any kind
going into rebel hands. T enclose you General Grant's order on the
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subject. For any capture, send in prize lists and make full reports.
You will see by the law (examine it carvefully) thut an officer is author-
ized to send all property ‘“not abandoned” into court, especially prop-
erty afloat. I hope you succeeded in getting the /I’hiladelphia again
into your possession. Send her to Washington it you do. "

Respecttully, yours, : ,
DaAvID D, PORTER,
Rear-Admiral, Commandwng North Atlantic Squadron,

Commander W, H. MAcoMB,
Commanding District of the Sounds, North Carolinu.

['T'elegram. ]

Crry Poinv, Marech 24, 1865—3:40 p. m,

1 spoke to Oommodore Radford about sending gunboats up the
Chickahominy when Sheridan started to cross. I believe he made all
the preparations to doso, 1t can havenospecial protecting advantage

“to'have the navy go up, as they can not ascend to the pointof crossing,
but it may be desirable to make a reconnoissance there to see what is
going on, and whilst the troops are crossing it will be safe to make it.
Sheridan will be in camp to-morrow night on the Chickahominy,

Send this to Admiral Porter.

U. 8. GRANT,
Lieutenant-General,
Major-General ORD.

[Tolegram.]

Crry PoiNt, March 25, 1865--8 a, m,
The enemy have attacked and broken through the right of our line at
Potersburg, If they ure permitted to get through they may march
toward City Point, 1 would suggest putting one or two gunboats on
the Appomattox up as high as the pontoon bridge.
U. S. GRANT,
, Licutenant-General,
Aduwiral D, D, PORTER,
Jones’ Landing.

{"Tolegram.)

- MARrcH 25, 1865,

T sent one or two gunboats down the river to Oity Point yesterday.
Others ave on their way now., Will you please direct any commander
of gunboats there to proceed to any point you wish to protect. I am
ready to send light-draft gunboats up the Chickahominy. Do you wish
them sent?

DAvID D, PORTER.
‘ Rear-Admiral,

Lieutenant-General U, 8, GRANT,

Oity Point, [ Va.).
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['Telegram. )

U. 8. S. MALVERN, March 25, 1865,

Move up at once, if not already there, and protect pontoon lmd geand
Appomattox. Keep gunboats there all the time, night and day.
- DAviD D, Porrer,
Rear-Admiral,
Commanding NAVAL OFFICER, ‘
Appomattox River.

["Telegram.]-

JAMES RIVER, March 25, 1865,
Send the Alabame and picket boat to Oity ’oint immediately, to report
to me on her arrival there.
DAvip D, PORTER,
LRear- Admiral,
Senior NAVAL OFFICER,
Hampton Roads,

Order of Rear Admiral-Porter, U, S, N(mn/, to Acting Master Avey, U, 8.
Navy, to proceed up the Gluckahomnu River for communication with
General Sheridan, U. S, drmy. ‘

AIKEN'S LANDING,
James River, March 25, 1865,
Sir: Proceed up the Ohl(,kuhonuny and try and communicate w1th

General Sheridan, Gain all the iutomn(\tlon you can about the river

and enemy and return here when there is no use for your services,

Report to General Sheridan if he comes in, and bring his dispatches if

necessary.

Respectfully, yours, ‘
DAvip D, PORTER,
Rear- A dmiral.
Commanding Officer U, 8, 8. WILDERNESS,.

Order of Rear-Admiral Porter, U. 8. Navy, to Commander Beaumont,
U. 8. Navy, commanding U, 8. 'S, Mackinauw,

MARCH 25, 1865,

Sir: You will move the Mackinarw up the Appomattox as far as the
pontoon bridge, which place must be guarded at all times,
Respectfully,
DAVID D. PORTER,
Rear-Admiral,
Commander J, G, BEAUMONT,
Commanding Mackinaw,
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Order of Rear-Admiral Porter, U. 8. Navy, to Commander Clitz, U, S.
Navy, commanding U, S, 8. Osceolu.

NORTH ATLANTIO SQUADRON,
. U. 8. Flagship Malvern, March 25, 1865.
Sir: You will proceed with the vessel under your command up the
Appomattox River as tar as the pontoon bridge.
When your services are no longer required, return to this place.
Respectfully, ete.,
DAvID D, PORTER,

Rear-Admiral,
Commanding Ofticer U. S, S. OSCEOLA,

[Telegram:} -

Crry Point, March 25, 1865,

I have just returned from the Army Potomac front, and find your
dispatches of this morning, Quiet is entirely restored and there is
now no necessity of sending boats up the Appomattox. Sheridan will
leave the Chickahominy to-morrow morning, so that it boats have not
gone up it will be too late. Everything went oft well. We captured
about 2,000 prisoners and Kkilled and wounded « large number ol the
enemy,

U. S. GRAN1,
Lieutenant-General,
Admiral D, D, PORTER,

Report of Commander Beawmont, U, S, Navy, regarding the disposition
of vessels near Point of Rocks, Appomattor River,

PoiNT orF Rooks, VA,

SIR: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your orders by
telegraph and Osceole of the 25th instant, directing me to move the
Mackinaw up the Appomattox as high as the pontoon bridge.

At the time of the receipt of these orders the Mackinaw was at Port
Walthall, a position about a halt mile above the Point of Rocks, a posi-
tion I had taken on the morning of the 23d instant., A

The following is the present disposition of the vessels here: The
Sussacus, Osceola, and “Mackinaw in line between the pontoon bridge
and Point of Rocks; the Miami and Commodore Barney above the
Point of Rocks, at Port Walthall, About 200 tons of' coal are required
for the Miami, Commodore Barney, and Mackinaw,

There are two cases on board the Miemi for trial by court-martial,

J, C. BEAUMONT,
Commander.

y T e

Rear-Admiral D. D. PORTER,

Report of Communder Nichols, U. 8, Namy, regarding the movements of
vessels to and from Hampton Roads.

‘ U. 8. 8. MENDOTA,
Hampton Roads, March 25, 1865,

ADMIRAL: I have the honor to report my arrival at the roads at noon
yesterday, in obediehco to your order of the 22d instant. I found here

N W R--voL 1%——6
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the Sabine, Alabama, Seneca, and Semuel Rotan, The Bat had arrived
but & few minutes before, and after a delay of about an hour proceeded
up the river, convoying the River Queen, with his Iixcellency the Presi-
dent of the United States on board, Lieutenant-Commander Lowry
informed me that he had permitted the commanding officer of the Ala-
bama to go up the river to report to you in person, Lieutenant Com-
mander II, K, Owen reported for the command of the Sencca., Orders
had been given by Captuin 0. 8. Glisson for the Sencen to go to the
yard for repairs, She went up yesterday, and 1 ordered Lieutenant-
Commander Owen to report to you in writing from the yard. The
schooner Samuel Kotan is guard vessel at present. T'he equot came
down yesterday ufternoon, and after remaining about an hour left
again in the direction of James River. Last evening the Shawmut
arrived from White House under orders for New York, She will pro-
ceed as soon as she procures sowme provisions, I this morning received
your telegrams of yesterday to send certain men to St, Inigoes, Md,,
by the Dumbarton, and to send Acting Master Crafts, of the Liftle Ada, -
to report to you. I sent copies at once to Captain Berrien, with a
request to have them complicd with, but about an hour after [ sent
them the Dumbarton passed out, towing the Lilian.
H. B..M. S, Styx is anchored here, The Banshee, from the Rappa-
hannock, arrived list evening and proceeded to the yard this morning,
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
Ep. I Ni¢nows,
_ Commander, U, S, Navy.
Rear-Admiral D. D. POR1ER, '
Commanding North Atlantic Squadron,

Eeport of Rear-Admiral Porter, U. S, Navy, reqarding the transmission
of important army dispatches by naval officers,

) NORTH ATLANTIO SQUADRON,
U. 8. Flagship Malvern, James Itiver, March 25, 1865,
SIR: Lieutenant-Commander Chandler, recently arvived from Wil-
mington, informs me that two of General Sherman’s scouts canie in, in
full rebel uniform, and stated that (eneral Sherman wished to com.
municate with General Terry, Acting Master H, W, Grinnell, Acting
Eusign H, B. Colby, and two men from the Nyuck volunteered, and by
permission, carrying dispatches from «General Terry, undertook and
sneceeded in communicating with General Sherman 15 miles sonth of
Fayetteville, They had many adventures and narrow escapes. As
soon as the official report arrives, I will forward it.* They were (uite
twenty-four hours in advauce of any other communication and deserve
much credit,
1 have the honor to be, sir, very respectfully, yours,
, DAVID D), PORTER,
Rear-Admiral, Commanding North Atlantic Squadron.
Hon, GInEoN WELLES,
Neevetary of the Navy, Washington, D. C.

* Sce p. 90.
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Report of Licutenant-Commander Phelps, U. 8. Navy, regarding an cxpe-
dition above Wilmington in search of Confederate cavalry.

U. 8. 8. LENAPEE,
Wilmington, N, C., March 25, 1865,
Sir: I have respectfully to report that on the evening of the 24th
instant Brigadier-General Hawley informed me that there was a report
in circulation that some of Wheeler’s cavalry were a fow miles above
this pl‘we. I immediately dispatehed the Republie, Acting Insign
J. W. Bennett, commanding, to look after them. After proceeding
cautiously about 6 miles up the river he dixcovered at 7 p. m. a squad
of twelve of the nbove cavalry and immediately opened fire and drove
them away. He then landed aund réconnoitered the country, and about
2 miles back encountered a party of from two to three hundred of Gen-
eral Sherman’s men on their way to join the main body of the army,
The negroes reported that Wieeler's cavalry are in small squads,
sceourin g and plundering the country.

Oaptain Bennett appears to have acted with judgment and diseretion,
I have the honor to be, very respectlully, your obedient servant,

T, 8. PUBLPS,

Lieutenant-Commander, Commanding.
Rear-Admiral DAVID D, PORTER,
Commanding North Atlantic Squadron.,

[Telegram.]

Oorry PoiNt, VA, March 26, 1865,
The President will start up the river about l() a, m, this morning.
U, 5. GrANT,
Licutenant-General,
Admiral D, D, PORTER.

["lelegram.]
NAVY DEPARTMENT, March 26, 18065,
Let the K. R, Cuyler be ready to take the committeo on Thursday
morning,
The Sergeant.at- Arms of the House will be down previously to pro-
vide stores and supplies.
T.et some other vessel or vessels go with the /ronsides to Philadelphia.
By order of the Secretary of the Navy:
G, 'V, T'ox,
Assistant Secretary.
b.mpt(un J. M, BERRILN, U. 8. Navy,
Commandant Naval Station, Novfolk, Vit

Ovder of Rear-Admiral Povter, U. 8. Navy, to Acting Master Webb, U, S.
Navy, commandm(/ U. 8. 8. Fahkec.

JAmus RiveEwr, March 26, 1865,
SIR: Ag soon as your services can possibly be dispensed with in York
River return to Hampton Roads, coal, and report to me,
Respectfully, yours, DAvip D. PORTER,
Rear- Admiral, Qommanding North Atlantio Squadron,
Acting Master I, R, WEBB,
Commanding Fahlkee,
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Order of Rear- A(lmh‘al Porter, U, 8. Navy, to Acting Volunteer Licuten.
ant Gorringe, U. S. Navy, commnmlm(/ U. 8. 8. Commodore Morris.

JAMES RIVER, March 26, 1865,
SIR: As sooi as your SGI‘VI( ies can possibly be spared you will return
without deluy and report to I,teu(mmnt. Commander Selfridge, U. S, S,
Huron, Pagan Oreek, Virginia,
Respecttully, yours,
DAVID D. PORTER,
Rear-Admiral, Commaending North Atlantic Squadron.

Acting Volunteer Lieutenant 11, H, GORRING,
Commanding U, N, N, Commodore Morris,

Report of Rear- Admival Povter, U, S. Navy, regarding the disposition of
three pwlm{ launches.

NorTH ATLANTIO SQUADKON,
U. 8. Flagship Malvern, March 26, 1863,

Sir: In answer to your letfer of the 22d relative to picket boats, I
have to report that there ave in this squadron picket launches No. 4,
No. 5, and No, 0,

No. 1 is in the advance, Jiames Riv er; No, 5 is at New Berne, N, U.,
and No. 6 has just arvived from Cape l«‘c'uv River, much out of repair,
I will have her repaired at once at the Norfolk n.wy yvard, and send
her to report to Commander Parker, commanding I otomae Ilotilla,

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
DAvID D, PORTER,
Rewr- Adinirval,
Hon, GIDEON WELLES,
Secretary of the Navy, Washington, 1. C.

Order of Rear-Admiral Porter, U, S, Navy, to commanding officers,
regarding Mr, Beardslee, appointed to take charye of torpedoes,

JAMES RIVER,
Near Aiken’s Landing, March 27, 1865,

The bhearer, Mr..G. W. Beardslee, is hereby appointed to take churge
of all torpedoes and their fixtures on shore, in the water, on l)(mnl
ship, or elsewhere, and all commanders ave hmeby required to give
him all assistance in ¢areying out his wishes and in making sueh exper-
iments as he may desire.

Respectfully, ete.,
’ DAvVID D, PORTER,
Rear- Adwiral, Commanding North Atlantic Squadron,

['Pelegram:)
Crry Point, VA, Muroh 27, 1865,
General Sherman lms left Ifortress Monroe on his way up here, and
will probably arrive about ¢ p.m. Can not you come down and sce
him? He will probably return to-night, and I know will be disap-
pointed il" he does not meet you, ;
lJ- ‘3‘. (}I{AN,J.‘,
Lieutenunt-General,
Admiral D, D, PORTER,
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Report of Commander Kd. T. Nichols, U. 8. Navy, regarding affairs at
Hampton Roads,
U. 8. S, MENDOTA,
Hampton RO(L([S‘, Mareh 27, 1865,

ADMIRAL: The Shawniut sailed yesterday morning for New York.
During yesterday torenoon the Vieksburg, Fahlkee, Delaware, and Com-
modore Morrms arrived from York River. Our tl()Opb Thaving all left
White House and-the transports all out ot the river, I have directed
the commanding officers to report to you in writing from the yard, where
I have sent the vessels for coal, ete., and such repairs on bmlels as the
fleet enginecr may doem necessary, They all, except the Delaware,
report boilers in very had condition, L have ordered the Delwvareas soon
as coaled to resume her station and dutiex in the lower part of the
James.  Will you be pleased to instrucet me as to the disposition of the
others?  The Queen also arvived yester(l‘u, and [ have sent her to the
ordnance oflicer at Norfolk. She has on board a large amonnt of ord-
nauce stores for the North Atlantic quulron. Her arrival has been
telegr: whe(l fo thie Bureau, An acting master ordered by you to take
command of the Youny America reported to me day before yesterday,
and T divectéd him to assime command: \e%crdwy, and while the tug
was af the yard hereceived the acceptance of his resignation from Cap-
tain Berrien, and left by the Baltimore boat on the same evening. I
found on the arvival of the Commodare Morris that Acting Volunteer
Lientenant Gorringe had not yet taken command, though he was on
board. I ordered him te take the command at once, Acting Master
Lee to report to yoa in wrjting after he had turned the command over,

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
lun. T, NicioLs,
Commander and Sewior Officery Haompton Roads.

Rear-Admiral D. D, Porrenr,
Commanding Novth Atlantic Squadron,

["Telegram. |
MARc 27, 1865,
Send the Gettyshirg or Tristram Shandy to report to me at Aiken’s
Landing as sopn as possible, o
Davip D. PorrTig,
Rear- Admiral,
faptain J. M, BERRIRN,
(,um'ma)u(mz! Nary Yard, Novfolk, Va.

Order of Rear-Admirval Povter, U, S. Navy, to Aeting Master Arey, U. S.
Navy, 'ommmuhn(/ 7. 8. N, Wilderness.

JAMES RIVER, VIRGINIA, March 27, 1865,
Sir: Proceed without delay to New Berne, N. O., with the Wildcrness
under your command, and report to the senior officer there for duty.
Respectiully, yOlllh,
DAvID D. PORTER,
Rear-Admiral, Commanding North Atlantic Squadron,

Acting Master H, ARrny,
Commanding Wilderness.
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Order of Rear-Admiral Porter, U. S. Navy, to the senior officer at New
Berne for the removal of obstructions at that place. ,

JAMES RIVER, March 27, 1865,

Sir: You will have the obstructions in the Neuse River at New
Berne, N, C., removed sufficiently so as to allow gunboats to go up.
Very respectfully,
I)AVII) D. PORTER,
Rear- Admiral, Commanding North Atlantic Squadren.

SENIOR NAVAL OFFIOER,
New Berne, N. C.

Order of Rear-Admiral Porter, U. S. Navy, to Lieutenant- Commander
Barnes, U. 8. Navy, for the transportation of Major-General Sher man,
U. 8. Army, and staff.

O1TYy IOINT,
James River, March 28, 1863,
SIR: You will wait the pleasure of Major-General W, T, Shemmm
at this place and when ready will convey him, with staff, either to
New Berne, Beaufort, or such place as he may indicate. Return here
as soon as possible.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
Davip D, PORTER,
. Rear-Admiral,

Lieutenant-Commander J. S, BARNES,
Commanding U, 8. 8. Bat.

Order of Rear-Admiral Porter, U, S, Navy, to Acti-ﬁg Iingign Ourtis, U/, S,
Navy, commanding U, S. 8. Gamma.

Crry PoiInT, VA., March 28, 1865.
Srr: Proceed without delay with the Gamma, in company with the
Delta, to New Berne, N, (., by the way of canal, and on arrival report to
the senior naval officer there for duty. Procure a pilot at Norfolk,
Respectfully, yours,
' DAviD D, l’bRTER,
Rear-Admiral, Commanding North Atlantic Squadiron.

Acting Insign H. IV, Curris,
Commanding Officer U, S 8. Gamma.

[Order of same date and like tenor to Acting Master’s Mate Gragg,
commanding U. 8. 8. Delta.| .

['Pelegram.]

For1r MONROE, March 28, 1865.

The Falkee has been ordered by Oaptain Berrien to convoy New
Ironsides to Philadelphia. Both vessels are now in the roads. Fahkee
will return from gDel.tware] Breakwater.

Respectfully,
E.T. NI(,HOLS,
Senior Officer.
Rear-Admiral D, D, PORTER.
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Order of Rear- Admiral Porter, U. S. Navy, to Commander Macomb, U. S,
A(lz*z/, Jor a cooperative movement up the Chowan River to Winton,
N, (.

NORTH ATLANTIC SQUADRON,
U. S. If'lagsth Malverng James River, March 28, 1865,

S1r: Operations are soon about to be commenced on a large scale in
your (llhtl ict, and I want you to cooperate with General Sherman to the
fullest extent, They will want all your tugs, particularly, to tow ves-
sels or canal boats up to Kinston, [N, C.]. T have ordered the Kolus and
Wilderness to report to you for th.xt purpose, and will send other tugs
there to méet the demand. It will be absolntely necessary to supply
(teneral Sherman by the way of Kinston.

There will also be a movement made from Winton after a while, 1t
is necessary for us to get possession of everything up the Chowan River,
so that Sherman ean obtain his forage up there. General Ord proposes
to me to make an attack on that quarter frequently, and you will at
once prepare the two ferry-built boats Commodore Hull and —— for.
service as far as their boilers can be repaired. Send one of these boats,
in company with the Hunchback, under the command of Lieutenant
Fyfle, up the Chowan River as far as Winton, and hold that place.
Dow't forget all the pvecf\utlons I have given in relation to torpedoes.
The most particular attention must be paid to this matter, and if any

vessel is lost I shall attribute it to want of proper lookout and not

dragging the river sufficiently.,  When the ferry built boats get to Win-
ton they will be required to transport the troops acrvoss, being well
adapted for that purpose. If you have & couple of good flats at New
Berne or Plymouth, send them up with the ferr yboats,

I trust to Captain Rhind to remove the obstructions at New Berno
and to tow up rapidly all the provisions, and General Sherman can sap-
ply his'army for daily use by the railroad, and you can get up the stutt
required for the march, All this must be done in four days after the
receipt of' this,

Very respectfully, Davip D, PORIER, -
Rear- Admiral, Commanding North Atlantic .S'quadr(m.

Commander W, H, MAcoMs,
Commanding District of the Sounds.

(tef vessels to Winton at once.

Report of Commander Macomb, U, S. Nuavy, giving information regarding
Confederate ram under congtruction in the Roanoke River.

U. 8. S, TAcoONY,
New Berne, N. O., March 28, 1865,

ADMIRAL: On the 24th instant two escaped prisoners, a ¢ nptuun and
lieutenant in the Army, who were captured by the rebels at Kinston,
arrived at Plymouth from Halifax, [N. C.]. During their journey they
conversed with numerous people, one a negrn who had worked on the

am building at IKdwards Ferry, Roanoke River, and the information
gained was that she was planked, with no iron on her, and they(the
rebels) did not know.where they would get any. They did not ascer-
tain if there was an engine in her or not. ©

Very 1'(,spu'tfully, your obuhent servant,
W. H. MAcoMB,
Commander, U, 8. Navy.
Rear-Admiral DAvID D, PORTER,
Uommanding North Atlantic Squadron.
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Letter from Licutenant-General Grant, U. S. Army, to Rear- Admiral
Porter, U. 8. Navy, requesting that gunboats be ordered to the Appo-

mattox and James Rivers,

HEADQUARTERS ARMIES OF THE UNITED STATES,
City Point, Va.,, Mareh 29, 1865 ot

ADMIRAL: In view of the ])()‘%‘-llblllty of the enemy attemptmg to come
to City Point or, by crossing the Appomattox at Broadway Landing,
getting to Bermuda H undred during the absence of the greater part of
the army, I would respecttully request that you direct one or two gun-
boats to lay in the Appomattox, near the pontoon bridge, and two in
the James River, near the mouth of Bailey’s Ureek, the first stream
below City PPoint emptying into the mees.

Very respecttully, your obedient servant,

U, S, GRANT,
Lieutenant-General,

Admiral D, D, PORTER,
Commanding North Atlantic Blockading Squadron,

{"l'elegram.}

FrLAGsHIP MALVERN,
City Pointy Mareh 29, 1865,
Bring the Sassacus and Osceola here without delay,
DAVID D, PORTER,
Rear- Admiral,
Commanding Ofticer U, S, 8, SASSACUS,
Jones' Landing, below Pile Bridye.

['I'elegram,)

ILAGsnir MALVERN,
City Point, Mareh ,‘.’!) 1864,

Keep all the vessels elose up to the pontoon bridges and report to me

by telegraph how your vessels are placed.  Keep the Miami,
DAvin . PORTER,

Rear-Admiral,

Commander BEAUMONT,
Commanding Mackinaw, Point of Rocks, Appomattow.

('Telegram.)
Oy Poin?,
James River, March 29, 1865,

Allow no repairs on Gettysburg, Send her to Pagan Oreek to report

to Lieutenant-Commander Selfridge as soon as possible,
DAVID D, PORTER,

Rear-Admiral..

OCaptain J. M, BERRIEN,
Commanding Naval Station, Norfolk, Va.
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{Telegram.)

FLAGSHIP MALVERN,
City Pointy, Va., March 29, 1865,
Order Acting Volunteer Lieutenant Gorringe, commanding Commo-
dore Morris, to proceed to this place without delay and take command
ol the Monticello, reporting to me,
DAvID D. PORTER,
‘ , Reawr- Admiral,
Captain J. M. BERRIEN, ,
Uommanding Nuaval Station, Norfolk, Va.

[Telegram. )

Porrsyouvri, [ VAL, Mareh 29, 1865,
S1r: Telegram received, The Monticello is now on her way to Gity

Point, ,
J. M. BERRIEN,
; ; Commandant,
Rear- Admiral D, D, PORTER,
Flagship Malvern,

Order of Rear-Admiral Porter, U, S, Nuvy, to the commandant navy yard,
Norjolk.

Crry PoinNe, VA, March 29, 1865,
Send the Delaware to report to me at this place,
DAviD D, PORTER,
. ; Rewr-Admiral,
Captain J, M. BERRIEN,
Commanding Naval Station, Norfolk, Va.

['Telegram.)
U. 8, 8. MACKINAW,
. Point of' Rocks, Va., dlarch 29, 1865,
Proceed immediately with the Miemi up the Appomattox River and
anchor near the pontoon bridge. B
J. €, BEAuMONT,
Commander, Sentor Officer Present, Appomattox River,
Acting Lientenant-Commander (i, W, GRAVES, _
U. 8. 8. Miami, City Poind,

Report of Acting Volunteer Lieutenant Dunn, U. 8. Navy, regarding
blockade duty performed by the U, S. 8. Montgomery, under his com-
mand,

U, 8. 8. MONTGOMERY,
, Beaufort, N. C., March 25, 1865,
S1r: T beg leave to report that since leaving Norfolk on the 12th
instant 1 bave been engaged (in obedience to your order of the 24th
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ultnno) in blockading the coast from Western Bar [Cape Fear Rwer] to
Georgetown, 1 have as yet seen nothing to indicate the presence of
any blockade runners-on this pamt of the coast, with the exveption of
tnding an- Knglish life preserver, painted white, anchored about 200
yards oft the bar channel of Little River, 'l‘hmking from this that
thefe might be a vessel up there, T went up on the night of the 18th
instant as far as the town, but not finding anything I returned with-

out landing or giving the inhabitants any notice of our presence, as I
wished to répeat iy visit as often as practicable until I satisty myself
as to the fact whether there is any blockade running at that point.

Ou the 26th instant I eame into this port for coal (not having taken
any at Norfolk, on account of the scureity at that place), al<o to have
my decks ctlked which were leaking very badly. 1 have only been
able to obtain 60 ‘tons of coal here, which will nnly laxt me about eight
days, I shall sail again for my stntum to morrow.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
Tiog, G, DUNN,
; Acting Volunteer Iieuwtenant,

Rear-Admiral DAviID D, PORTER, N '

T T Commanding North Atlantic Bloekading Squadvon,

Report of Rear-Admival Porter, U, S, Navy transmitling report of
Acting Master Grinnell, U0 S, Navy, regarding suecessful delivery of
dispateh to Major-General Sherman, U, 8. Army,

-~ NortTH ATLANTIO SQUADR()N,
1. S Flagship Malvern, City Point, Va., Mareh 29, 1865,

Sir: I beg leave to eall your attention to the report of A(,tmg Maxster
H. Walton (nmnell of the Nyack,

The necessity of (onnnumcahng with General Sherman was apparent,
These officers and men volunteercd for the service, and most hand-
somely performed it, retlecting credit upon themselves and the Navy,

Respectfully, your obedient servant,
, DAVID D, PORTER,
Rear-Admiral, Commanding North Atlantic Squadron,

Hon, GIDEON WELLES,
Seeretary of the Navy, Wmhlnqhm, I) C.

{Enc l(mun- ]

HEADQUARTERS SUERMAN'S ARMY
Fayetteville, N, C., March 1 18('6’.

" StRr: 1 have the honor to veport that I have this day mu,cwded in.

handing to M«l]()l’(l(‘il(‘l'll Sherman the cipher dlspat(,h intrusted to
me by Brigadier-General Schotleld at Wilmington, N, O., on the 4th
instant,
1 lett the Nyack on the (‘vemng of the 4th in a small dugout with a
party cousisting of Acting lunmgn H. B. Colby, Thomas (xxlle‘spm, seq-
man, and Joseph - Williams, ship’s painter, armed with Sharps rilles
and revolvers, and taking two days’ ratlous. After proceeding up the
river lbout 12 miles [ met the enemy’s advance pu,ket post, which I
\m,cce(led inpassing without discovery; butat a point near Livingston’s
Creek I found the picket so strongly posted that I deemed it the more
prudent course to ah‘mdon my boat and to attempt to communicate
with General Sherman’s forces near the Pedec River,
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I left my boat on thie morning of the 5ith instant and struck for the
Wilmington and White Hall road. On my way I passed through the
village of bummervnlle, where I destroyed some arms, which I found

in the possession of the citizens. Here 1 got information that a party

of cavalry were endeavoring to cut me oft' at megston’s bridge, and
I was reluctantly compelled to secrete myseif’ and party in a negro hut
near by, Here I remained two days, when [ recelved information that
the enemy, tired of waiting, had recrossed the rlver, thus leaving me
free to advance. At dark on the 7th instant, having secured the serv-
ices of a negro guide, 1 started in the dn'e(,mon of Whiteville, advanc-
ing with caution and moving only by night.

After much tedious and difficult marching through the swamps, 1
reached a point near Whiteville on the morning ot the Hth instant.

The town was held by the enemy in strong torce, and finding travel-
ing on foot consumed too much time, I determined to impress horses,
and by a bold dash break through the pickets on the Lumberton 1'0ud
With this purpose in view 1 left my bivouae in the swamps and suc-
ceeded in passing unobserved until 1 reached the crossroads to Wlute
Hall, which I found picketed. After satisfying myself that the picket

had no reserve, we made a quick dash and captared two men without

alarm, and before they became aware of our purpose I disarmed them,
and after compelling them to follow me for about 6 miles [ paroled
thein, leaving them apparently much satisfied at' their capture, They
were members of Company A, Fifty-fivst North Carolina Intantry, and
represented their regiment as being much demoralized, After hard
r.ding night and day I reached Drowning Oreek, at a point near the
town of Lumberton, on the afternoon of the 1ltb. Here I first learned
definitely of the whereabouts ot (feneral Sherman’s forces,

1 met @ small scouting party near the creeks, but they fled to the
woods at our approm'h. On the morning of to-day 1 had the great

satisfaction of meeting the rear scouts of General Sherman’s forces

on the Lumber Bridge road, about 2 miles from this place. The several
roads being biocked up by wagons, artillery, ete,, and our horses being
quite worn out by hard riding, I did not reach these headquarters
until 1 p. m, this afternoon, (zeneml Sherman received the dispatch
and expressed himself much surprised at receiving it through the
Navy and by such a route,

In parts of Robeson (}ounty I found a very large number ot deserters
from the rebel Avmy and quite i strong Union feeling

I can not spenk too highly of the ('nndu(,t of Acting Eneign Oolby,
also of the two men, Thomas Gillespie and Joseph Williams, who were
ever ready to encounter any dangers or hardships that came in their
way.

General Sherman wishing me to communicate with you as soon as
possible, I leave to-night by the army tug, hoping to meet you on my
way to Wilmington,

In conclusion, allow me to thank you for giving me permission to
undertake this rather novel naval scout.

I am, sir, your obedient servant,
i, WALTON GRINNELL
Acting Master, U, S. Navy, Commanding Expedwion.

Lieutenant-Commander GEORGE W. YOUNG,
Senior Officer offf Wzlmmgton, N. C.
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Report of Captain Worden, U. S. Navy, regarding the torpedo arrange
ments of the U, S. S, Chimo,

NEW YORK, March 30, 1863,

ADMIRAL: T have the honor to report that the torpedo arr nw,em(,ntb
of the U. S, S, U/umo are completed, that her gun has been changed,
and that she is now in all respects ready for service.

I have had placed on board of her 3 ‘obstruction and 3 buoyant tor-
pedoes, and have shipped to lLunpton Roads for her, by the U. 8. S,
H: untsville, 12 obstruction and 7 buoyant torpedoes, -

With 50 tons of coal on board her draft is, forward, 6 feet. 7 inches;
amidships, 6 feet 9 inches; aft, 7 feet 5 inches, Out of water, forward,
13 inches; amidships, 11 mches, aft, 43 inches,

Respm-tlully, your obedient sm‘vzwt
Jonn L. WORDEN,
Cuptain,
Rear-Admiral F, H, GrEGORY,

[ Telegram. )

Porrsyouvri, [VA,] March 30, 1865,
S1r: Telegram in reference to Delaware just received.  Will send the

vessel Lo you.
Very respu'ttullv, ‘
J. M. BERRIRN,
, ; Commandant Nuval Station,

Admiral Por1eR. :

Report of Oommander Macomb, U. S. Nuvy, requrding the evceution of
orders relative to the holding of Winton, in the Chowan River,

U. S 8 VALLEY Ciry,
Roanoke Tsland, Marveh 31, 1865.

ADMIRAL Yom' letter of the 28th mst.mt relating to my Loopcmtlon‘
with General bhorm.ln, was received yestu'day per U. 8. 8. Bat, Lieu-
tenant-Commander J, 3, Barnes, [ mnnuli.wt(,ly had an mtervnew with
the general and arranged that Captuin Rhind would attend to every-
thing relating to the Navy in the Neuse, 1 amon my way to Plymouth
to carry out your orders as regards sending vessels to Winton, on the
Chowan, and holding thie same, The Shokokon and Gmnmodorv Iull
areon their way up from New Derne. As soon as possible after my
arrival at Plymouth I shall proceed up the Chowan, dragging ahead for
torpedoes.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
W, I, MAcomB,
Commander, Comdgy. 1ist, bounds, N, Atlantic S(/mulron.

Rear-Admiral DAvID D, PORTER,
(Jmnwum(lmr/ North Atlantic ;Sqmulr(m

Report of Rear-Admiral Porter, U, 8. Navy, requesting leave of absence
Jor a few days,
FrLAdsHI? MALVERN, March 31, 1865,
SIR: Business of importance l‘('(]ll]l()% my presence in the N orth, and

1 rospu'ti ully request that 1 may leave the station for a few days when
I feel that I can go with perfect satety, 1 would be much gratified if
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Commodore Radford could be ordered to command the James River
division, as I can not well leave here under present circumstances,
His being here will allow me to move

e is ona week’s leave now.

about more,

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

Hon. GIDEON WHELLES, 7
Neeretary of the Navy, Washington, D, C.

DAvVID D

. PORTER,
Rear- Admiral.

List of vessels composing the Novth Atlantic Blockading Squadron, April

Namo,

.............

Agitwiin

Alabama

Atlanta. ..oy,
Anvinons
Arletta
Albemarle

Alpha
Bon Morgan
Bolls

...........

...............
.........
...............

Borberey oooiiie..
Bignonin
b
Chicopeo. ... Cideees
Commuodoro Hull

..................

-----

COres o coveeeiiienns
Commodore Barney ..

Caotus ... ooveinnas.
Commodore Morrls ..
Chippewa
Commodore Perry ...

CHuton ooovivieen.n.,
Charles Phelpa ......
Cohassel ooenneeinan,
Clematis.ooovennn..,
CRSCO . coveniivnnnnss

...........

Delawaroe

................

Dauylight,
Delta
Bolog......ooooiae..

Emwma - oLl
Butaw
Lipsilon
Fort Donelson

..............

.......
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184,

(hlna.‘E Ch
. B .
10 1 Paddle........
10 do

2 Nerow

'
i

t

.......

......

......

Fhkeo oo v oo,
Gioltysbury
(iranite
GHNCO. v eeevnnennn
Gamma
Huron

..........

...........

Henry Brinker
L N i
Harcomrt ...eeeenn s !

Tosco

................

......

1
1

|
!

PSerew

.....

Serow
Hutk

.

.....

.....

.....

Serew
Paddle

.....

Serow
Hulk
Serew
Paddle
sSerew

o o
Paddle

Paddle
Sereiy
Paddle

Sloop
Scrow
veasndo

ceesdo
Paddle

Serow

...... IR RY

10

........

........

........

........

........

........

........

........

........

........

........

........

........

........

........

........

vee

........

1, 1865,

Conmmanding ofteor,

Commander A, ¢. Rhind

Aot, Vol, Lient.
thorio,
Act, Vol Licut. 'I', J. Wood.
wird, ,
Aoting Enslgn P, . Assorson ..
Lieut, Com. W, C, West ...
Aet, Asst, Paymastor G, RoWat.

king, . .

Aoting Ensign dno, [S.] Blake..
Acting Master A, B Mnltord ...
Acthig Mastor J, (3. Greon.,....
Acting Ensign R W, Rowntroo
Aoting Euslj;n H/D, ot
Lieut, Con. J5 8. Barnes,........
Commander H, N.'l'. Arnold ...
Acet.Vol, Liot, H. 8, Wetmoro..

Aoting Master H, H, Fostor ....

Acty Vol, Liout, G, B, Livings.
Lo, e

Acting Master and Pilot 7, Evans

Actiug Master H. Binighan

Licut, Com. 4, K, Potter,........

Act, Vol, Liout, A, P, Fostor ....

Acting Ensign G, W.Hadden. ..
Acting-Ensign W, Ottiwell.....
Acting Ensign and Pilot Gritiin.
Aeting Mastor 5, P, Crafts
Acting Master C. A, Crooker ...

......

Acting Master J. H, BEldridge...
Aot Vol, Lisut. T, K. Smith
Acting Mustor H, W, Wells ...

Act, Master's Mato W.F.Gragg.
Acting Master I, S, Koysor

.....

Act:-Vol; Lisit, J. Wi Sinnmons .
Acting Eusign C, F, Rurscell
Acting Master G. W. Frost

Acting Mastor F. R: Webh.i....
Act, Vol Liout, 5. B, Washburn.
Acting Master I, Boomor,
Acting Ensigi H, Wheelor
Acting Ensign H, IV Curtls
I Tieut. Com. ‘I’ O, Selfridge ......
i Liout.Jos, [P, Fyffo...........

Acting Enslgn Kerena..... ...
Aoting Enslgn H., B, Twambly..
Acting Master's Mute 8,

Eldvidge, .
Lieut, Com, Thornton

.....

.....

...........

A, R, Lang-

Acting Master J. A, Hamilton.

‘Pregont.duty or htation,

Smuitla.' North Caro-
lina,
City Point.

T'rent’'s Reach, James
Rivor,

Beaufort,

! 0,

~ Sounds, North Caro-
lina;: .

James River.,

. Norfolk,

i Sounds, North
ling,

Benufort,

. Norfolk Navy Yard,

James River, )

i Norfolk Navy Yard,

! Sonnids, North Caro.

{  lina,

l

|

i

Caro-

i
!
i
i

Do,
Appomattox River,

Pagan Creok,

Norfolk Navy Yurd.

Jamoes River,

T'rent's Rench, James
River,

Janmes River,

Nor{())lk, Virginia,

Do,

James River.

Trent's Reach, James
River, .

James River;ordered
to Sounds,
sounds, North Caro-

na,.
Jmnga River, Virginia. -
- Do. -
Sounds, North Caro-

nn,

Ordered  to Hampton
Roads,

James River.

0. )
Ordered . to- Hampton
Roads, = .
Hampton‘Roada.
Ordered to City Point.
Guard ship, Sounds.
Jamea-River,

Do.
Pagan Creck.
Snllilmls. North Caro-
na.

I)o:
Jomes River,

Sounds, North Caro.
lina,
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List of veasels composing the North Atlantic Blockading Squadron, April 1, 1565—(Cont’d,

Unfteioooaiie,
Valley City..........

Willerness ......... .
Wf"sllusln L verneenaes
Whiteliead ......
Wyandotte ..........
William Badger......
Watch..oovovviaina.,
Young America......
Yantio..........
ZOUAYVE . vveevennrson,s

Zetn oo,

Name Guns, Clasa.
Kangas .....oooeveast 8 | Serew ........
Lockwood ........... 3 | Paddle........
) 9% 1 1 S A 2 | Sorew .......
Lehigh .............. 2., do ...,
Leuapee ............ 4 10! Paddle........
Montank ............ 2| Serew ........
Monadnock .......... $i00do e
Monticello........... R do......
Maumee ............. B..... do........
Maokinaw........... 10 | Paddle........
Massasoit..... R J WoLdo...,....
Mattabesstt ........ d o do..ovaen.
Montgomery......... 6 Screw ...,
Maratanza........... 6 ‘ Paddle... ....
Minmd ool & ..., do........
Mendota........... P R [ A do........
Mount Washington.. oo cane.

1
“Martin ... cedfoeeenst Serew ...
Malvern........ ceeed 12 : Paddle........
Mahopao ............ 2 Serow ........
Neow Borne,or Floridal...... "Scerow and
o i paddle,
Oaceola.ooeen.vannes 10 . Paddle........
Onondagi. .o.veeens.. 4 Herew ........
Phlox........... ... P RN : Paddle........
Pequob vovuevennran.. 8! ..... do.......
Pawtuxet........... g 10 do....... .
Pontoosue ., ......... 12 edo e,
POPPY voverenisiinnn, 2 | Serew ....... .
Picket launch No. 4.. | RN 1 I
Picket launch No.b.. | S TN do ..oiieen
Pleket lyunch No.6..)  1l...do........
Renshaw ......oooodaiee. ,;,...;dn ........
Reloase..oievivnnnsn. :s?Saililig.......
Romun .ooen oninn eeeesy Hulk ooanel .
Ropublic... 1| Serew ........
Senecn e Hlooedo i, ...
Santingo de Cuba... 11} Paddle........
Samuael Rotan .. ... 51 Safling .......
Shamrock...... verese 11 | Paddle .......
shokokon............ [\ PREOY | [/ PPRRUR
Spiiyten Duyvil......}... .. Topedo boat ..
SAHTON. covvviienn i an... Sorew ...,
SHEBACUB. .. i, 12 | Paddle...... ..
SHUENB ovnnninnnn..s 2 | Serew o.......
Sangamon ........... 2idoa..,
TACONY eirrnennnans 12§ Paddle .......
Tristram Shandy ....| 4 |...odo . ooneny
Unadilla....oootaaen, 6| Serew ........

[N PPN [ I

-

| Liout. Comi, 1. L, liraine ..

¢ i Paddle........
4 l.ndo.a......
4i....do.... ...
6| Sorew ........
veiews ] HilK oeveansn,
1| Screw ........
Hiee. doul.....
P do........

‘ommanding oflicer. ‘Present duty or station,

Lient, Com. P. G. Watmough.... James River.
Acting Ensign J, C, Greeno..... Sounds, North Caro-

. Jina,
A(]:llng Master's Mate (. W.  James River,
YT

Lieut. Coni. A A. Semmes ...... ’ Trent's Reach, James
. | River, i
Liout, Com, T\ §. Phelps......... Cape Feqr. River,
Lisut, Com. E. K, Stone, ......... Washington, D, (.
Commander W, Ronckendorll. .. ''rent's Rénch, James
iy ST o Rivor, - s
Act. Vol Lieut, H: H: Gorringe. . Ordered-to sei,

Lisut. ComiJas, Parker... ]

Commander J. C. Beaumuont.. © Appomatiox River,

Commander R. I\ Renshaw ..., . 'l‘lio‘nt.‘s Reach, James
i tivor,

 T'ender to President.

Commander J. . Fehiger....... i Sollmdu, North Caro-
DR
Act, Vol. Lieut, I C. Dunn...... O Little River, North
: Carolina, .

Lieut. Commandor G, W. Young

Capo Fear River,
Act, Vol, Lieut, (. W, Graves.. ..

City Point,

Commander E,'I', Nichols....... l[mn‘)tml Roauls.
Acting Master H, H, Haynie.. ..} S“I’C'P y  vessel, James
; ver,
. Acting Ensign ¥, H. Crandall. . Snllimds, North Caro-
na,
Ensign W, C, Wise..eeoooooo.... Jamea River,
Lient, Com, A. W, Weaver...... J 'l‘gt{);ut"a Reanel, James
: ver,
...................... cereenne Supply vessel,
Commander J, M, B, Clitz....... Janies River.
Lient, Com, H.C. Blake ......... 'I‘|'|L£;|t‘s Reuch, James
ver.

Commodore Radford’s
Hagahip,
James River, -

Acting Ensign[D. 1,) O0'Brien..

Cesene

Commandor J. H, Spotta........ Do,
Commander W, GG, Temple...... Do,
Acting Ensign W, Olarke....... Norfolk navy yard,

James River,
Soumds, North Coro-

"Acting Ensign (5, TL) Chiapinan “
TV,

Acting Ensign 0,8, Willeox ....; Norfolk, Va,
Gunner E, A, MceDonald ........ sSounds, North Caro-

: NA,

Guardsliip, New Inlet.

Norfolk,Va,.

Capo Fear Rivor,. "

A Jmnes RiversVirginia,

On detachied sarvies,

Guard ship, Smith.
ville, N. C.

Sounds, North Ciro.

Acting Mustor J. Bakori.......
Acting Enslin R, Movchant . ...
Acting Ensign J. W, Bennett. ..
Liout, Com, K. K, Owens ....
Capt, 0.8, GHa80N ... vvnrenninn
Aocting Master W, G, Nutting. ..

Commander W, H. Macomh. ...

s ; i na.

Aot Vol Liout; F;Josselyn..... Diy, -

Acting KuslgniJ, Brenion...... Jumes River.
Acting Kusign H. M, Pishon. ... Do,

Laont: Com J, LoDivis oo Appiimattox River,
Lieat, Com, . R, Colloun ...... ‘Trent'a Reaeh.
Lieut. Com. &, Chandler.........

0; .

Sounds, North Caro.
LT

City Polnt,

James: River,

« Fleat engineer's tug.
© Soumds, North' Caro-

Lieut, Com, W, L, Truxtun ..,..

Act. Vol, Lieut, ¥, M, (ireon.., ...
Tdeut. Com, F, M, Ranigay ......j
Aocting Ensign H. P, Hathaway .
Acting Mastor J, A, J, Brooks..

. b Huoa,
Acting Master 11 Aroy....c..... Do.
Lisut. Com/ K. Englisli’......... Do.
Acting Master G, W, Barrett...] = Do, -
Acting Master E. W, White....! Norfolk (guard).

Acting Ensign 8. G, Swaiu ..., Beauforl,
Acting Ensign J, Bishop........" James River,
Acting Mastor's Mato J, 1L Gil- | Norfolk navy yard,

ley, . - i
Lieut, Com.'T. C; Ilarris . Cape Fear River,
Acting EnsigndJ, L, Hayes i Norfolk navy yard,
Acting Ensign F, Mintzer,.....| James Rivor,
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Order of Rear-. Ldneiral Por ter, U. 8. Navy, to Chief Engineer Henderson,
[, S. Navy, to pmcw(l to Norfolk for torpedo Jiztures,

FrAasur MALVERN,
City Point,Va., April 1, 1865,

Sir: Proceed to Norfolk and procure all artw]es required for the
torpedo fixtures according to my instructions given yon. Bring what
you can in the barges, which you will see Captain Berrien ab(mt and
request him to send up the rest to you in the Mount Washington. Also
obtain the neeessary blacksmiths from Captain Berrien to earry on the
work now going on here,

R("spe( tfully, ete., your obedient servant,
DAVID D. PORTER,
' Rear- Admiral.

Chief lingineer ALBX, HENDERSON,

In charge of torpedoes, ete.

()I(’b?’ of Rear- Admiral Porter, U. 8. Navy, to Commander Ronckendorff
U. 8. Navy, to make a feint al)ovc Howlett's battery.

Orry Point, VA, April 1, 1865,

SIR: You will o up to the monitors wnd divect the (~omm.mdu'.s of

them to turn their turrets on the line of rebel works above Howlett's

lmttery across the island, and to give the guns their extreme elevation.
You wlll do the same \\'1th your vessel, and point the guns through or
over Duteh Gap when the moon is up. All the gunboats below the gap
will move up above yonr vessel and below the upper monitors, and get
their broadsides to.Lear on the rtbcl works above Howlett’s battery,
giving the guns an elevation of' 2,400 yards.

You will'have an officer and men stationed on the bend of the river
above Dutch (mp, or through it, witli about half a dozen rockets and
three Coston signals,  As soon as the moon goes down (you will have
everything ready to open fire) send oft the rockets, burn the blue lights,
and open fire, at the same time keoping up a bri .sk cannonade with all
the guns, loaded with 10. second shells,  Keep this up for half an hour,
fiving rapidly; thenload up again with solid shot, When the firing has
censed, let the wooden gunboats drop down to their old positions or
there: ll)()lltB. The ohject is merely to make the rebels think that we are
about to muke an attack. They are prepared to sink their gunboats at
the first sign of one,

Understand perfeobly what I want d(me, and let each commander
understand what is required of him. It is not, necessary forany one of
the monitors to make any changes in their positions, The only object
is to make a noise. '

Respecttully,
' [Davin D, l’OR'l‘hR,
, , Rear- Admiral, |

Commander W, RONOKENDORFYF,

Oommanding Monadnock,

['I'elogram. |

~ Fortr MONROE, April 2, 1865,
The Tristram Shandy is down from the yard and awaits orders. 1
am informed that the Clematisis broken down at the yard, Your mails
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were sent up thm . m. by the Bat. The Falhkee is still in the roads
waiting your orders, ‘
Respectfully, _
1. T. Nicnous,
, Senior Officer.
Rear-Admiral D, D, PORTER.

Report of Commander Macomb, U, S. Navy, regarding expedition in
Chowan River,

1, 8. 8. SHAMROCK, D1, oF SOUNDS 0F NORTH CAROLINA,
Chowan River, off' Win t(m, April 2, G,

ADMIRAL: In obedience to dim,ct;mns contained in your letter of the
28th ultimo, I started yesterday evening from Plymouth with the Sham-
rock, . yoming, H unchback, Valley City, and Whitehead and proceeded
up this river as far as the Stumpy Reach (about 10 miles from the motith),
where we came to anchor for the night. We had proceeded this far
without dragging for torpedoes, in order to make quicker time (the river
being broad and not suitable for t(n'pe(locs) but on starting this morn-
ing we dragged the echannel ahead of us, in which manner we advanced
all day, and reached this })lace about H p,m, without having encoun-
tered any resistance or finding any torpedoes.

On our arrival here we found a picket of the First New York Mounted
Rifles, which ugnnenb way encamped a few miles back {rom the river,
having reached it this morning, They said they had seen a few wbols
on the opposite (western) shore and had exchanged a few shots with
them just as we came up, when they left, We sent a few shells after
them,

I have brought up with me threo large flats, with which [ can forry
the regiment over, 1 left orders at New Berne for the Commodore Hull
and ‘S’hol.o/.on to join me as soon as possible.

On our way up the river this mot‘nmg we were‘overtaken by three

snal boats loaded with troops (which liad come from Norfolk, 1 believe),
wlm'h followed us up and are now lying along the western shore, the
troops having debarked on that side.

I have not, yut had an interview with the u)l(mcl vmmndndmg but
expect to see him shortly, In the meantime L am getting the ferry
rigged,

10 p. m.—Colonel [B, V.] Sumner has just been aboard and informed
me of his plans and the ohject of the .\pedltlon.

The ferry works beautifully, and his regiment, will soon be across.

He intends m: wehing on Murfreesboro to-night to get there to-morr ow
morning, it possible. T have started the dragging boats ahead again,
and shall try to be there as soon as he,

L am a little anxious about my supply of coal. Several monthy ugo
the shipment from Philadclphm was discontinued on account of th(-
aceumulation at New Berne of alarge amount, cansed by the withdrawal
of several vessels from this district. In February the superfluons
amount had been consumed, and I wrote to Commodore Adams (by your
direction) to resumo the slnpment and I have written many times since
then, but as yet no coal arrived, and the Toal at New Berne is run-
ning short. I wrote two days ago to Captain [J. M.] Berrien and
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Lmutumnt Commander [W, C.] West asking each of them to send me
500 tons, Will you please see that coal is sent here?
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, ,
"W H. MAcoms,
Commander, Comdy. District Sounds, North Atlantic Squadron.

Rear-Admiral D, D, PORTER,
Commanding North Atlantic Squadron.

Order of Rear-Admirval Porter, U, 8. Navy, to Commander honck(’n(lnrﬁ',
U. 8. Navy, Jor the removal of obstructions in view of the reported
evacuation of Petersburg and Kichmond.

FrAasiip MALVERN,
Oity Point, Va., April 8, 1865,

OAPPAIN: The admiral directs me to inform you that Petusbmg was
evacuated last mght that General Grant is in pursuit of the rebel
army, and that it is generally supposed that Richmond has been evac.
uated. As this latter is not certain as yet, the admiral says be careful
how you proceed until assured how far you may go. There must be no
aceident happen, Remove all our torpedoes carefully and such of the
obgtructions as may prevent the free navigation of the river, using our
torpedoes for this purpose ift necessary, Be caveful and thorough in
dragging the river for torpedoes and send men along the banks to cut
the wires, Keep tho Unadilla and Chippewa and Commodore Perry to
assist you, Use all dlspat('h consistent with thorough work, letting the
Commodore Perry cover the boats in their operations, The admiral
also says he wishes you to be impressed with the necessity of ‘driving
ahead, but to have no aceidents happen.

Please send me any reliable information you may have—what the
explosions in your direction were.

Respectfully, your obedient servant,
K. R, BREESE,
IMleet Captain,
Commander WM, RONCKENDORFEF,
Commanding Onondaga,

{'Lelegram,)
FLAGSHIP MALVERN,

Oity Pointy, April ‘? 1865,

Send the Tristram Shandy here immediately, and the Fahkee to Pagan
Creek to report to Lieutenant- Commander Selfridge. .
DAvVID D. PORTER,
Rear-Admiral,
Commander 14, T, Nicnowns,
Senior Navy Officer, Fortress Monroe, Va,

[Telegram.}
0)0 ' POIN'P, April 3, 1865,
Send the Miami and Commodore Barney here without delay.
DAvVID D, PORTER,
Rear-Admiral,
Commander J. C. B}uAU\r()N'l'
Gomnmn(lmq U b' H M(«Immw Appomattor River,
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Report of Licutenant- Commander Ohandler, U7, 8. Navy, regarding the
remorul of obstructions in the James River, April 3, 1865, trans-
mitting instructions given for the same.

U. S. IRONCLAD SANGAMON,
) Hampton Roads, May 24, 1865,

Str: I have the honor to forward to the Department a prize list for
rebel naval property ¢aptured at Richmond, On the afternoon of the
3d of April a telegram from Admiral Porter to Commander William
Ronckondorft was shown me, ordering the river to be at once cleared
of torpedoes as far up as Riclimond, and Cominander Ronckendorff
ordered me to take charge (with the assistance of Lieutenant-Com-
manders Potter and Ramsay) of that duty and organize the party. The
work commenced on the evening of the 3d, and was carried on until
the wharves of Richmond were reached, The tugboats Alpha, Wateh,
and Safron accompanied the expedition,and on the way back towed
the rebel ram Teras down the river, Boats from the Saugus, Sanga-
mon, Atlanta, Lehigh, Onondaga, Mahopas, Ohippcwa, Unadilla, Ousco,
and Monadnock were at Richmond when the rebel property named in
the prize list was taken possession of, The work, instead of commene-
ing bt 6 o’clock on the morning of the 4th, commenced on the morning
of the 3d. I have the honor to enclose the order sanctioned by Gom.
mander Ronckendorft' for the organization and carrying out the duty
assigned me, As a portion of the fleet at times was close astern of the
boats, other boats may have been sent toassist. 'I'he steamer Commo-
dore Perry accompanied as far as the Rocketts, and served rations to
the crews of the boats, On my return from leave of absence I was
informed that Rear-Admiral Porter directed prize lists to be made out
for the capture of this property.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
R, CHANDLER,
Licutenant-Commander.

[Enolosures.)

e U, 8, 8. MONADNOCK,
) OF Dutch Gap, Jwmes River, Virginia, April 3, 1865,
Licutenant-Commander Chandler will, with Lieutenant-Commanders
Ramsay and Potter, take charge of a party detailed for the purpose,of
removing torpedoes from the James River. . ‘ ’
You will be careful and thorough in dragging the river for torpedoes
and send men along the banks to cut the wire, The Qommodore Perry
will assist you,  Useall dispateh consistent with thorough work, letting
the Commodore Perry cover the boats in their operations, Let this
work he pushed ahead, but be careful that no accidents happen.
Boats and men will be furnished you from the different vessels.
Respecttully, your obedient servant,
Wi, RONOKENDORYY,
Commander,
) U. 8. 8. SANGAMON,
, James River, April 8, 1865,
At 6 o’clock to-morrow morning the vessels, viz, the Saugus, Atlanta,
Lehigh, Onondaga, Mahopae, Chippeica, Unadilla, and Casco will send
two boats to the Sangamon equipped for dragging for torpedoes, The
boats should be armed and will take position in the following order,
heads upstream:
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. Saugus. 00
Sangamon, 0o°
~ Atlanta. 0
Lehigh. oV

0

Onondaga. 0
Mahopac. Y
Chippewa. o?
Unadilla. 0

0

Casco. 0

0
Monadnock. 0()

Iach boat’s bow laps the port qu.u ter of the boat just ahead and will
lap within 2 or 3 feet of hu Each vessel will send an ofticer to take
charge of the two boats." Lieutenant Gillett, of the Sangamon, and
Lieutenant Reed, of the Leligh, will have blmrgu of shore parties to
keep ahead of the boats and cut all torpedo wires, The ‘wires should
be cut in two places, - Lieutenant Gillett will take the right bank going
up and Lieutenant Reed the left, Twenty men from the Monadnock
will be detailed for this service and will be arnmed as skirmishers with
at least twenty rounds of ammunition. Two pairs of shears should be
furnished the shore parties, Theofficer in charge will throw out the pick-
ots, leaving two men to follow the beach to cut the wires, Lieutenant-
Commander Potter, of the. Chippewa, or myself, will superintend the
work,

The parbiec; will be detailed and placed under their respective officers
on their arrival at the Sangamon, The steamer Commodore Perry will
follow the boats to protect them.

Commander William Ronckendortt, of the Monadnock, has sanctioned
the above plan of operations,

Very respectfully,
' R, CHANDLER,
Lieutenant- Commander, U, S. Navy.

Report of Commander Rhind, U, 8. Navy, regarding tugs placed at the
disposal oj the army authorities.

U. 8. 8. AGAWAM,
New Berne, April 3, 186.).

StR: The tugs ‘QGamma and Delta (T-foot propellers) arrived this morn-
ing and the Wilderness yesterday afternoon., The latter draws 6 feet
and is a fine vessel when in good order. I had a telegram through
(ieneral Palmer, asking that five of the fugs be pla(,ed at the disposal
of Shermair's quartermaster, and I went ashore, notified Colonel Conk-
lin that the vessels were here and ready for service. He asked that
they be turned over to Uaptain Kimball, quartermaster here. I have
given the commanding officers orders to report to Captain Kimball.

It scems to me they don’t know what to do with them, now that they
have them.

Two coal sehooners from Philadelphia amved yesterday; one will go
to you after I take out a little, I hear there are two others ut Hatteras



100 NORTH ATLANIIC BLOCDADING SQUADRON.

Inlet, deep aded. . had better stay there., The Nyack, being
partly loade’g) w 111 led and sent up also.

respes; .
Q> A. O. RHIND,

Commander.
man&,é? V. 1. MACOME.

L dr g, 11 feet or over, one of the vessels mentloned in
the li mftq, is at Hatteras Inlet. I sent word to Captain
r to t er commanding officer to await orders from you. She

ot cros t)he Swash,

B \\. e

Repor( of Commander Rhind, U, 8. Navy, reqardiug the condition of the
Ncuse River as to obstructions.

U. S, 8. AGAWAM,
New Berne, April 3, 1865.

Sir: I received yesterday by the Wilderness your order of Mfu(,h 21,
ordering the obstructions in the Neuse “removed sufficicntly so as to
allow gunboats to go up.” Vessels drawing over 4 to 44 feet can not
navigate the river above this. -'When the army under General [J. D.]
Oox moved on Kinston I had the obstructions examined, and found a
sufficient passago through for boats that could ascend the river. I then
sent up an expedition in two light-draft steamers, borrowed for the
occasion from the Quartermaster’s Department,

On the arrival of the Whitehead I tried to get her up, but she could
o’}ﬂfy a%dvance about 12 miles above the obstructions, owing to her draft

ee
( Smc)e then the hght draft. steamers of the Quartermwster’s Depart-
ment have been using the river, finding no difficulty in getting through
the obstructions, I offered to blow up a wreck to widen the passage
(now about 70 feet), but it was not thought necessary or advisable,
Respecbfully, your obedient servant
. A, C. RoIND,

Oommander,
Rear-Admiral D, D, PORTER, .
Commanding North Atlantw Squadron.

Report of Commander Nichols, U, 8. Navy, regarding affairs at Hampton
Roads,

U. 8. 8. MENDOTA,
 Hampton Roads, April 4, 4865.

ADMIRAL Upon the reeeipt of tln, glorous news yesterday all the
naval vessels in the roads dressed with flags, and a salute fired from
the Sabine. I had hoped, atter watching and waiting eleven months
in the James River, that I should have been at the front when the move
was made, and am nnu,h disappointed not.to be able to move up with
you, even though the passage to Richmond is probably a peacetul one,
Your telegram giving me permission to come up, provided I could leave
any one in my place, was received last mght, but the only vessel here,
the Sabine, is under orders from the Department to go to Phlladelphm.
The Fahkca and Tristram Shandy had been dispatched in accordance
with your telegraphic order; so here 1 am, with small prospect of get-
ting up unless somo vessel from above can take my place. The light-
. draft Ohimo arrived during the night wnder convoy of the Huntz rlllo
I have sent her to Oraney Island for coal, she having less than a day’s
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supply on board. The Trench steam advice boat I’ Estaing arrived
night before last from New York. [ offered the usual civiiities, etc,
Yesterday morning the English y acht Octavia came in with her own
colors flying, and also an American flag at the fore, As she passed
~ the Styx she salutcd by dipping her ﬁ.lgs, and also dipped the American
flag. When passing this vessel she did not salute, I mlmedlately sent
an officer on board to demand an explanation of the dipping of our flag
to o foreign vessel of war, . The explanation given was that everybody
vas green on board and our flag had been dipped once by mistalke, for

whmh profuse apologies were made, and any intent of disrespect dls-
claimed, Subsequently the owner came on board, and in person made,
ample apologies,

Yery respectfully, your obedient servant,
Iip. I\ NICHOLS,
. Commander,
Rear-Admiral D, D, PORTER,

Commanding North Atlantic Squadron,

Report of Rear-Admiral Porter, U, S. Navy, regarding operations follow-
ing the evacuation of Kichmond,

NORTH ATLANTIC SOUADRON,
U. 8. Flagship Malvern, April 5, 1865,

Sir: As the'movements here have beon of a military character, and
have been regularly reported to the War Department, I have not
deemed it nececsary to report anything to the Department*

After I was satisfied that the rebels were about to evacuate Rich-
mond, I commenced removmg the obstructions below Howlett’s battery,
and in the course of the night after succeeded in getting a channel
through and removed the torpedoes.

The gunboats moved up to Drewry’s, where the obstmctlous again
presented a bar to further progress. ;
On the +4th of April I accompanied the Presulent up to Rl(,hmond
‘where he was received with the strongest demonstrations of joy. We
found that the rebel rams and gunboats had all been blown up, with
the exception of an unfinished ram, the J exas, and a small tug gunboat,

the Beaufort, mountmg one gun,

The following is a list of the VObSOlS destrnyod Virginia, ﬂagslnp,
4 guns, ironclad; Richmond, 4 guns, ironclad; l're(?orwksbur(/, 4 guns,
ironclad ; N(msemon(l 2 guns wooden ; Ilampton, 2 guns, wooden;
Iwanoake, 1 gun, wooden- Torpedo, tender; Shrapnel; Patrick T[mw,
school ship. L

Some ot them are in sight above wuter and may be raised, They
partly obstruct the channel where they are nov, and will either have
to be raised or blown up.

The Beaufort and Teras I have taken for the use of the Navy.

Tredegar Works and the naval ordnance depot remain untouched,

Very respectfully, your obedxent servant,
DAVID D, PORTER,
Rear- Admiral,

Hon, GIDEON WELLES,
Secretary of the Nwm/, Wa shzn(/(on, D, O.

*See Oﬁ‘i(,iul Records of tl)e Union und (,(mlc(lcmto Armies in the War of the
Rebellion, Vol. XLVI, Parta I and III.
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Order of ]xear-Admn al Porter, U. 8. Navy, to the commanding o_ﬂ‘icer of
the U. S. forces at Drewry’s Bla {1, regar ding g the clearing of torpedoes
Srom the James River.

OFF RIOCHMOND, VA., April 5, 1865.

Sir: I send you two gentlemen (Mr, R, O. Orowley and Mr, I,
Moore) who will point out to you where the torpedoes are located in
your vicinity, also where the electric batteries are situated. You will
have these torpedoes exploded, taken up, or destroyed as soon as
possible.

Have ¢ll places pointed out thoroughly examined, Save the batteriex
after you have used them. Use the utmost dispateh in carrying out
this order.

Respectfnlly, ete,,
DAvID D, PORTER,

Rear-Admiral,

(JOM‘\IAND]NG Orricer U, S, NAVAL Forcms, .

Drewry's Bluff, James Ri ver, Virginia.

P. S.—P'lant buoys with a red flag on them in any suspicious places.

Order of Rear- Admiral Porter, U, S. Navy, to Commander Weaver, U, S,
Nmu, commandnu/ U. 8. 8. Mahopae,

OFF RICHMOND, VA,, April 5, 1865.

SIr: Proceed with the Mahopac under your command to Washington
nNzwy yard and report your arrival to the honorable Secretary of the
avy.
Respectfully, your obedient servant,
: DAvip D, PorTER,
‘ , Rear-Admiral,
Commander A, W, WEAVER,
U, 8. 8. Mahopac,

Order of Rear-Admiral Porter, U, 8. Navy, to Lieutenant 7)(11/, U. S.
Navy, ('ommamlm g U. 8. 8. Saugus.

. NORTH ATLANTIC SQUADRON
U. 8. Flagship Malvern, Off Richmond, Va., April 5, 186‘5.‘
Sir: Proceed with the Swugus under your command to Washington
navy yard and report your arrival to the honorable Secretary of the
Navy.
Respectfully, your obedient servant,
Davin D. I ORTER,
Lear-Admiral,
Ineubemmt; B I*. DAY,
()mnmcmqu Saugus.,

Report of Commander Macomb, U. 8. Navy, regarding expedition in the
Chowan and Meherrin rivers,

U. 8. 8. bIIAMROOK,
Mcherrin River, near Murfreeshoro, N. C., April 5, 1863,

ADMIRAL: We arrvived hu-e on the 3d, still encountering no opposi-
tion. No torpedoes have been found, though we have been up the
Ohowan as far as the Black water,
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There are about 100 rebel cavalry hanging about here, but they do
not attempt to attack us,.although we have marched our men through
§he (t]own. This seems to be all the troops they have in this neighbor-

100d.

I left the Wyalusing to hold Winton, and there are also at that
place some 200 United States infantry. Oolonel [l V.| Sumner did
not pass through this place as he had intended, on account of the
bridge over the Potecasi Oreek and other small rivers being burned,
I learn from negroes (whom I consider more reliable than the white
men) that Colonel Sumner is pushing on toward Weldon, having passed
through St. John and Jackson, [N, C.]. The other force which Colouel
Sumner told me was moving in the same direction along the Seaboard
and Roanoke Railroad, is reported to be at Boykin’s Depot.

The steamer Shokokon arvived at Winton yesterday, and I have
stationed her a short distance below liere near an ugly blufl’ some. 60
or 80 feet high, on which L thought the rebels might give us somo
trouble on our return, “L'here were some rifle pits on the brow of this
blufl, but [ sent a party down there and had them filled uyr.  Thereis also
an old earthwork, made to mount six guns, a short distance below here, |
which T have had partially destroyed, The river is rather narrower
than the Roanoke, but not quite so crooked. I got 50 men (soldiers)
from Winton to hold the bluft till we have passed, the river being very
crooked and narrow at this point, so. much so that we are unable to
steam by, but wili have to warp the ship round. ' :

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, )
' W. H, MAcoMB,
Oommander, Commanding District Sounds,

Rear-Admiral D, D, PORTER, :
Commanding North Atlantic Squadron.

Report of Licutenant-Commander English, U. 8. Navy, forwarding letter
Srom Colonel Sumner, U, S, Army.

U. 8, 8. WYALUSING,
Of Winton, April 5, 1865,

Sir: I send you the note just brought in by an officer of Colonel
Sumner’s command, I presume before this reaches you he will have
arrived at Murfreesboro, I will hold on here till further orders, I send
the scows up by the traugports in case they should be wanted by the
colonel. ;

1 am, yours, respectfully, EARL IENGLISH,
Licutenant-Commander, Commanving U, 8. 8. Wyalusing.

Commander W, H, MAcdoMs,
Commanding District of' Sounds, North Carolina.

{Enclosure.]

- Firgr NEW YORK MOUNTED RIFLES,
Rich Square, Va. [N. C.), {April 5], 1865.—7 o’clock a. m.
Oommodore MAcoMs: I have returned to this place, Will march
to-day for Murfreesboro, and would like to see you there this evening
on a matter of importance. 1 will arrive there probably about 2 o’clock
p. m, : ~
The bearer will tell you what T want done,
, 1, V. SUMNER,
Oolonel New York Mounted Rifles, Commanding.
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[ Telegram.)

; RionMoND, April 6, 1865,
The tug Zeta has been sent to the-Potomac IMlotilla to report to Com-
mander Parker,
D. D. PORTER,
' LRear-Admiral,
-Hon. GIDEON WELLES,
" Secretary of the Navy.

Report of Lieutenant-Commander Ramsay, U, S, Navy, regarding expe-
dition for the clearing of torpedoes from the James River,

U. 8. S. UNADILLA,
James: River, April 6, 1865,
Sir: I have the honor to report that in obedience to your order of
the 6th instant, I endeavored to recover the torpedoes in the river, but
could not find them, Near Battery Semmes sixteen torpedoes (friction)
were planted. I dragged there tor several hours, but failed to find
them., When they were planted a channel way more than 100 feet
wide was left on the right side of' the river, [ placed four buoys, with
red flags on them, to show the clear channel, T'hese buoys must be left -
on the starboard hand going up the river,
Just above Iowlett’s battery is a nést of fourteen friction torpedoes,
which | have buoyed in the same manner, , - L
All galvanic batteries were carried off or destroyed. At Chaflin’s
Bluft there was a torpedo containing 1,700 pounds of powder, At Bat-
tery Semmes there were two, containing 850 pounds each, and at Tow-
lett’s one containing 1,400 pounds., 1 cut the wires of them all close
down, so that they are now perfectly harmless, I attempted to raise
ong; but could not. As soon as the work was finished I allowed Mr,
Moore and Mr. Crowley to return to Richmond,
I was obliged to bring my vessel down to do the work, and came
through the obstructions to get a better anchorage.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
FrANK M, RAMSAY,
Ficutenant- Commander, Commanding.

Rear-Admiral D. D, PORTER, ,
Commanding North Atlantic Squadron,

Order of Rear-Admiral Porter, U, S. Navy, to Commander Renshaw,
U. 8. Navy, to proceed with dispatches for General Sherman to Beau-
Jort, N, O, :
‘ FrAcsair MALVERN,

~ Off City Point, Va., April 6, 1865,
Sm: You will proceed without delay to Beaufort, N, C., carrying the

accompanying dispatches, and have them telegraphed at onde to Gen-

eral Sherman, after which you will proceed through Hatteras Inlet to
the sounds of North Carolina and report to Commander Macomb for

duty. .

Use all the haste you can, as these dispatches arve very important,
Respectiully, your obedient servant, —
DAvin D, PORTER,

S Ju’car-Adm'i?'_al. :

Commander R, T, RENSHAW,
Oommanding U, 8, 8, Massasoit, City Point, Va,



NORTH ATLANTIC BLOCKADING SQUADRON. 105

[Lelegram.) :
City Point, April 7, 1865.
Leave this evening as convoy to President to Washington. Can
you have Potomac River pilot and any mail for me on board the Mendota
as I pass?
. JNO. S. BARNES,
_ , Tdeutenant-Commander, Commanding Bat.
Commander NIOHOLS, ~
U. 8. 8. Mendota, Senior Naval Officer,

{"Lelegram.j

COMMANDANT'S OFFICE, U, S, NAVY YARD,
Norjolk, April 7, 1863,
SIR: The steamers Commiodore Morris and Aries were dispatched
from this yard yesterday to assist Commander Nichols in the effort to
retake the steamer recently captured by rebels.
. Respectfully, . J. M. BERRIEN,
Oommandant. -

.

Hon, GIDEON WELLES,
Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D. C.

RIS

Report of Commander Nichols, U. S. Navy, regarding measures for the
recapture of the army steamer Harriet De Ford. '

U. 8, 8. MENDOTA,
City Point, April 7, 1865,

ADMIRAL: [ had the honor on the 6th instant to inform you by tele-
graph that 1 had received a telegram from the honorable Secretary of
the Navy, directing me to use my best ecxertions to recapture the
steamor Hurriet De Ford from a gang of rebel maraunders, ete, 1 had
previously received the news of her capture and at once telegraphed it
to the commander of Potomac Flotilla, and also sent oft the armed tug
Young America to nofify the gunboats in the Rappahannock River and
to guard the Wolt I'rap light vessel,  Upon receiving the telegram
from the Department, I determined to go myself in search, but before
doing so, wrote to Captain Berrien requesting him to send on this serv-
ice any vessels at the yard that were available. 1 procecded to Point
- Lookout that night and communicated with the commander of the
Potomac IFlotilla. Finding that he had ample force and was prose-
cuting the search, [ returned on the 6th to my station' in Hampton Roads
and reported my return to you by telegraph and to the Department by
letter, Tinding the Morris in the roads (sent down by Captain Ber-
rien), I sent her to Cherrystone and Back River, to return to-day.
About an hour after my return the Young America came in with. the
information that the Harriet De Ford was in Indian Oreek and gun-
boats had gone up after her, The Morris returned. this morning from
Oherrystone with information that the Stepping Stones had been sent
into Indian Oreek to- recapbure the steamer, 1 this morning turned
over the command in the roads to Commander Temple and procecded
to this place, where I arrived at about 8 p. m. this day.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
En, T, NI¢HOLS,
s o Commander. -

Rear-Admiral D, D, PORTER, ‘

Commanding North Atlantic Squadron,
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Report of Commander Beaumont, U, 8. Navy, regarding un examination
. of Appomattoa; River,

. U, S, 8. MAOKINAW,
‘ Appomattox River, April 7, 1863,

Sir: I have the honor to inform you that in obedxence to your order
of this date I immediately dispatched two boats in charge of Mr, [A. J.]
Louch, executive officer of this vessel, to examine the obstructions in
this nver and drag for torpedoes,

Mr. Louch has just returued, and reports that he has dragged the
river as high as PeterSburg and examined its banks for conducting
wires, and feels assured that aside from the difficulty in passing through
the obstructions at Fort Olifton, where the passage is but about 256
feet wide, vessels drawing not more than b feet may navigate the river
in- safety, The passage through these obstructions can easily be
enlarged. I shall continuethe examination of the 1'1vu' to-morrow, and,
if possible, engage a tug for that purpose.

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
J. O, BBAUMONT,
Commander.
Rear-Admiral DAVID D, PORTER, .
Commanding North Atlantic Squadron,

EReport of Commander Macomd, U. S. Navy, regarding the return to
Winton, of expedition into Meherrin River,

U. 8. 8. SHAMROUK,
Dist, o/ the Sounds of N. C., Winton, N. 0., April 7, 1865.

ADMIRAL: We arrived here from Murfreesboro last night without
accident, The army force has returned and are going back to Suffolk.
They found Weldon too strong for them; but succeeded in cutting the
Seaboard Railroad near Seaboard for about a mile,

I shall lie here some time longer in order to be ready for any more
troops that may wish to cross.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, .
"W, L MAcowmn,
: Commander, Commanding.
Rear-Admiral D. D, PORTER,
Commanding North Atlantic Squadron,

Report of Tideutenant-Commander Dhelps, U.-S. Navy, regarding a{]'(mrs
at Wilmington, and the proposed celebratioi of the ecvacuation of Rich-
mond,

U. 8. 8. LENAPEE,
Wilming Jton, N. 0., April 8, 1865.

Sir: I have the honor to report all quiet in this section, there hav-
ing been no appearance or information of rebel soldlers in tlus vicinity
since my last report,

I have kept a large gang of men and the hepubho, when she could
be spared from other duty and the weather permitted, employed in -
rgmovul)g obstructions, and hnvc been very successful in widening the
channe
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The rebels executed their work so well that it is slow business, but
I hope in two weeks more to finish, when 1 shall endeavor to recover
the rebel torpedo boat.
. Ihave had the Armstrong gun at Fort Caswell moved to the wharf
ready for shipment, but as yet hzwe been unable to find a vessel to
take it.

The prevailing epidemic in Wlhmngton—-typhmd fever—-—appears to-
be about the same, without any perceptible increase or decrease. -
On yesterday an official dispatch was received from General Sher-
man, conveying the glorlous news of the occupation of Richmond by
our troops, and in conjunction with the army I have directed the naval
vessels here to set apart this day to celebrate the great event with

appropriate ceremonies, which I trust will meet with your approval.
Since my last report "the Nyack, Holus, and Fort Donelson have left
these waters, in obedience to your orders, and the bark Release arvived.
T am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
. THOS. S PuBLPSs,
Lieutenant-Commander, Sewior Officer in Cape Fear River.

Rear-Admiral DAVID D. PorTER, U. 8, Navy,
Comdg. North Atlantic Squadron, I[mnpton Roads, Virginia,

Report of Commander Macomb, U, 8. Navy, regarding the prize steamer
Philadelphia.

U. 8, S. SHAMROOK,
Dist. of the Sounds of N. 0., Winton, N, 0., April 8, 1865,

Sir: Enclosed please find receipts for the steamer Philadelphia and
cargo, from D, Heaton, Treasury agent at New Berne, N, O,

This vessel was ﬂ)uud transporting contraband of war into places
under control of the rebels, and was seized by me and held till 1 was
directed by Admiral Portu‘ to turn her over to the Treasury agents
and forward a receipt to the Department.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
W. H. MAcoMB,
Commander, Commandiny.
Hon. GInFON WELLES,
Secretary of the Navy.

Report-of Qommander Febiger, U, 8. Navy, regarding « reconnoissance in
search of Confederate floating battery reported to be in the Roanoke
River.

U, 8. 8. MATTABESETT, .
Plymouth, N. 0., April 9, 1865

Sir: I yesterday received information that a floating battery 1 nac
been seen some 8 or 10 miles up the river last night. I sent the launch
of this vessel to make a reconnoissance, they proceedmg to Jamesyville
and returning without seeing the battery, having passed it, supposing
it to be the wreck of fhe Otsego, To-day the launch of the Tosco and
firs cutter of this vessel, under command of Lieutenant Franklin, went
up the river and found the battery sunk about 8 miies-above this piace.
The affair is in a dismantled state, and at present shows between 2 and
3 feet of the top of the casemates above water. -

I suppose the advance of our troops toward Weldon caused its being
set adrift, and in all probability it was sunk by one of the torpedoes
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planted in the river near where it now lies, The statement of a fisher-
man, residing near the locality, is that it came down on the night of the
Hth nmtfmt at which time one or two supposed guns were heard up the
river by the Cer es, stationed at the obstructions.
Enclosed is the report of Lieutenant Franklin.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
J No, C, I'EBIGER,
Commander.
Commander W, II. MAcoMB,
Comdy. Sounds of North Carolina, U, 8. S. Shamrock, Winton.

[Enclosure,)

U. 8, 8. Tosco,
DPlymouth, N. C., April 9, 1865.

Sir: In obedience to your verbal orders of 8th mstant I took charge
of the boats, bound up the Roanoke, for the purpose of reconnmtemng
the rebel floating battery, reported to be somewlere below Jamesyille,
I found the object sought, about 9 miles above here sunk on a sand bar,
nearly in the middle of the river, in the depth of 24 or 3 fathoms wmter
only about 2 fect of the casemates being visible, 1 found. it to bea four
sided box, 20 feet square on top, with sides sloping at an angle of about
4560, Height between decks, 8 feet, the box composed of heavy tim-
ber frames with a layer of yellow pme 14 feet thick, On two of the
sides this pine had been covered with 6-inch oak, bolted afhw(u't%lups.
I found two ports on either side. Sounded wwh oars and boat hooks
over her floor, but could discover no ovidence of scuttling, ITished up
several plece% of chmn iron rods, and an old hand pump from her floor,
To complete her ruin T cut in the pine end three beds for seating fires,
and after filling them with combustibles and pitch wood, fired tlie work
myself, withdrew my men, and started on the return. So long as the
battery was in sight, 1 ‘could see with my glass, my fires blazing
brightly, and think that the destruction of that portion above water
may be agsumed as complete.

Vely respectfully, your obedient servant,

UIIA&.. L, 'RANKLIN, .
Licutenant, U. S. Nuvy.
Commander Joun C. FEBIGER, : .

Senior Officer Present.

Order of Rear-Admirval Porter, U. S. Navy, to Licutenant-Commander
Braine, U. 8. N(wy, defining eruising ground.

Orry Point, VA., Apr il 10, 1865.

S1r: Cruise between Cape Henlopen and Wllloughby 83 plbhght boat,
Permit no vessel or steamer to go out unless strictly examined and her-
character thoroughly ascertained. Efforts are being made on the part
of rebels to capture, plll.lgo, and destroy everything they can, and they
may attempt to get to sea

Lieutenant-Commander W atmough will assign the limits of your
cruising ground,

Very respectfully, DAvIn D, PORTER,
Rear-Admiral,
Lieutenant-Commander D, I, BRAINL
Commanding U, 8. 8. LPequot,

[Order of samo date and like tenor to Acting Volunteer Lieutenant
H. H. Gorringe, commanding U, 8, 8, Monticello,)
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Order of Iwar Admzral Porter, U. S. Navy, to Licutenant- Commander
Watmough, U, 8. N(wy, defining eruising ground.

Crry PoiNt, VA, April 10 1865,

SIR: The Pequot, Monticello, and Delaware w111 with your vessel,
cruise between Cape Henlopen and Willoughby’s: Splt light-boat, and
you will assign the beat of each vessel. Permit nothing to go out of‘ the
bay without being examined and her character thoroughly ascertained.
I enclose you a copy of a letter* from Commander Parker, showing the
objects of the rebels,

Very respectfully, DAvVID D. PORTER,
Rear-Admiral.

Lieutenant-Commander P, G, WATMOUGH,

Commanding U. S. 8. Kansas,

.

Report of Rear-Admiral Porter, U, 8. Navy, naming ’l’(‘.‘:‘SbL’S‘ to be trans-
Jerred to Potomae Flotilla.

NorTII ATLANTIC SQUADRON,
U. 8. I"l(r(/slup Malvern, City Point, Va., April 10, 18635,

Sm: Agreeable to your order, I have sent the following vessu]s to
1(*])01‘(; to Commander Parker: I)olawme, Commodore Barney, Cactus,.
Wateh, Casco, Chimo.

These are the lightest draft and best vessels here; the two latter are
Aron and carry heavy guns and can lie in shoal water at any point
where it is desirable to have a gunboat There are other vessels on
the list 1 forwarded o few days since, which will do for service on the
Chesapeake if they are needed.

I have the honor to be, very respectfully,
DAvID D, PORTER,
. Eear- Admiral,

Hon. GIDEON WELLES,

Secretary Navy.

["Telogram,)
FrLAGsHIP I\IALVERN
Oity Point, Va., April 10, 186

The Committeeon the Conductof the War contemplate visiting T[fmmp
ton Roads, If they want to come up here, place a vessel at their dis-
posal to do so.

The Alabama will be there this evening to take them to Wlhmngton, :
if they wish to go there,

[DAvID D. PORTER],
Rear-Admiral,

Commander WM. RONUKENDORFF, ;

Commanding Monadnock, Ilampton Rouds, Virginia.

Report of Commander I'ehiger, U, S. Navy, reyar ding the progress of the
C. 8. 8. Albemarle under convoy of U. S. vessels to Norfolk,

' U. 8. S. MATTABESETT,
’ Plymouth, N, C., April 10, 18(“).
SIR: A provision schooner in tow of the Folus arrived thisnfternoou,
and 1 shall have her ready to send up to you to-morrow by the
Sholokon,

"f;(‘v Serlw I vn]ume b, p 547,
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~ The Albemarle left this afternoon, accompanied by the Ceres, Martin,
and Belle, the latter to return here after the Albemarle is across North
River Bar, the two former to continue with her to Norfolk.

I have kept the FEolus here to picket the obstructions,; as we hear a
rumor that the enemy sent down the floating battery to clear the river
for some future movemerit, '

* * * * * * *
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
JNo. G, FEBIGER,

_ Commander,
Commander W, I, MAcoMEB,

Oommanding Sounds of North Carolina, Winton, N. O.

["Pelegram.)

S1ry PoiNt, VA, April 11, 1865,
(Received 6:30 p. m.)
The Committee on the Conduet of the War have arrived and want to
go to Charleston. 1 have ordered the Alabama fixed up for them,
Has the Department any orders to give?
DAvin D. PORTER,
. Rear-Admiral.
Hon., GInEON WRLLES, '
Secretary of the Navy.

Order of Rear-Admiral Porter, U, S, Navy, to Acting Volunteer Licuten-
ant Ioster, U. 8. Navy, commanding U, 8. 8. Commodore Perry.

Orry PoiNT, VA, April 11, 1865,
Sir: Take your station at 3 miles below Rocketts as guard ship.
Examine all vessels not in the quartermaster’s employ, such as sutlers’,
ete,, and permit none to proceed to Richmond unless they have a regu-

lar permit from General Patrick, provost-marshal-general,
Respectfully, o
DAvID D, PORTER,
Rear-Admiral, Commanding North Atlantic Squadron.

Acting Volunteer Lieutenant A, P, FOSTER,
Commanding Commodore Perry.

Order of Rear-Admiral Porter, U, 8. Navy, to Commander Spotts, U. 8.
Navy, commanding U. 8. 8. Pawtuvet.

| - Orry PoINT, VA., April 11, 1865,
SIR: Procced up James River to a position 1 mile above Falling
Creek until further orders, exercising due vigilance in the protection of
vessels navigating the river. .
Yery respectfully, '
) DAvip D. PORTER,
Rear-Admiral, Commanding North Atlantic Squadron,
Commander J. 1, Sro11s, '
Jommanding U, S, 8, Pawtuxet,



NORTH ATLANTIC. BLOCKADING SQUADRON. 111

Order of Rear-Admiral Porter, U, S. Navy, to Commander Nichols, U, §.
Navy, commanding U. 8. 8. Mendota.

Ciry PoIinNt, VA, April 11, 1865.
S1r: You will take your station at Drewry’s Bluft until further orders.
Iixercise due vigilance for the protection of vessels navigating the
river.
Very respectfully, :
. DAviD D. PORTER,
Rear-Admiral, Commanding North Atlantic Squadron,

Commander E. T. N1cHoLs, A
Commanding U. 8. 8. Mendota.

Order of Rear-:Admival Porter, U, 8. Navy, to Lieutenant-Commander
Blake, U. 8. Navy, commanding U. S. 8. Onondaga.

Crry Poinw, VA, April 11, 1865,
SIir: Take your station just above Howlett’s battery until further
orders, Exercise due vigilance for the protection of vessels navigating
the river,
Very respectfully,
DAvVID D, PORTER,
Rear-Admiral, Commanding North Atlantic Squadron.,

Lieutenant-Commander 11. O. BLAKE,
Commanding U, S. S. Onondaga.,

Order of Real-Admiral Porter, U, 8. Navy, to Acting Volunteer Licu-
tenant Graves, U, 8. Navy, commanding U. 8. S, Miami,

Or1ry PoInT, VA,, April 11, 1865,

S1r: Take your station at Oity Point, at the junction of the Appo-
mattox, until further orders, Iixercise due vigilance for the protection
of vessels navigating the river,

Permit no vessels, such as sutlers’ ete., to go up the Appomattox,
unless regularly permitted by the provost-marshal-general, General
Patrick, except those in the army employ.

Very respectfully, ,
DAvID D, PORTER,
Rear- Admiral, Commanding North Atlantic Squadron,

Acting Volunteer Licutenant G, W, GRAVES, .
‘Commanding U. S. 8. Miami.

Order of Rear-Admiral Porter, U, 8. Navy, to Ticutenant-Commander
Ohandler, U, 8. Navy, commanding U, 8. 8. Sangamon.

. Omry PoInt, VA, April 11, 1865,
Sir: Take your station in Chippoak Creek until further orders,
exercising due vigilance for the protection of vessels navigating the
river, B :
Very respectfully, - DAvip D. PORTER,
Rear-Admiral, Commanding North Atlantio Squadron,

Lientenant-Commander R. CIVANDLER, -
Commanding U, 8, 8. Sangamon.
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Order of Rear-Admiral Porter, U. S. Navy, to Liczt(a);ctﬂt-Oonnn(mder
Semmes, U. S. Navy, commanding U. S. S. Lehigh.

‘ 1Y POINT, VA, April 11, 1863,
Sir: Take your station at Windmill Point, [James River], until fur-
ther orders. Hixercise due vigilance for the protection of vessels navi-
gating the river.
Yery respectfully,
DAVID D. PORTER,
Rear- Admiral, Commanding North :Ltlantic Squadron.

Lieutenant-Commander A, A. SEMMES,
Commanding U, 8. 8. Lehigh.

Order of Rear-Admiral Povter, U. S. Navy, to Lieutenant-Commander
' Bamsay, U. S, Navy, commanding U. S. 8. Unadilla.

Ciry Point, VA., April 11, 1863,
Sir: Take your station until further orders at Chickahominy River,
exereising due vigilance for the protection of vessels navigating the
.river,
Very respectfully, ) -
DAVID D. PORTER,
Rear-Admiral, Commanding North Atlantic Squadron,
Lieutenant-Commander RAMSAY, _
Commanding U. S. 8. Unadilla.

Order of" Rear-Admiral Porter, U, 8. Navy, to Commander Beaumont,
U. 8. Navy, commanding U, S. 8. Mackinaw.,

Ciry PoINT, VA, April 11, 1865.
Sir: Take your station at Hog Point until further orders, exercising
due vigilance for the protection of vessels navigating the river,
. Very respectfully,
DAvip 1), PORTER,
Rear-Admiral, Commanding North Atlantic Squadron.

Commander J, G, BEAUMONT,
Commanding U. S. S. Mackinaw.

Order of Eear-Admiral Povter, U. S. Navy, to Licutenant-Commander
' Lavlding, U. S, Navy, commanding U. 8. 8. Hutaw.

, Crry PoINT, VA., April 11, 1865.

Sir: Take your station at Swan’s Point until further orders, exer-
cising due vigilance for the protection of vessels navigating the river.

: VYery respectfully, , .

DAvVID D, PORTER,
Rear-Admiral, Commanding North Atlantic Squadron,
 Lieutenant-Commander T., PAULDING,
Commanding U. N. 8. Jytauw,
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Order of Rear-Admiral Porter, U. S. Navy, to Lieutenant-Commander
Davis, U, 8. Navy, commandmg U. 8. 8. Sassacus.

Ciry PoiNt, VA, April 11, 1865,
SIR: Take your station halfway between Hog Point and D&y s Point,
c}umsmg due vigilance for the protection of vessels navigating the
river,
Very respectfully,
DAvID D, PORTER,
Rear-Admiral, Commanding North Atlantic Squadron.,

Lieutenant-Commander J. 1., DAVIS,
Commanding-U. 8. S. Sagsacus.

Order of Rear-Admiral Porter, U, 8. Navy, to Licutenant-Commander
Wells, U. S. Navy, cmmnandmg U. 8. 8. Galena.

Crry Yoint, VA, April 11, 1865,
Sir: Take your station in the mouth of the Nansemond River until
further orders,
Very respectfully,
DAvID D, PORTER,
Rear- Admiral, Commanding North Atlantic Squadron,

Lieutenant-Commander C, H, WELLS,
Commanding U, S..8. Galena.

Order of Rear-Admiral Porter, U. S. Navy, to Licutenant-Commander
Dotter, U. 8. Navy, commanding U. 8. S, Chippewa.

Crry PoiNn, VA, April 11, 1865,
Sir: Take your station at Aiken’s Landing until ﬁuthu' orders,
lixercise due vigilance for the protection of vessels navigating the
river, ,
Very respectfully, :
DAVID D, PORTER,
Rear-Admiral, Commanding North Atlantic b’qua(h o,

Lieutenant-Commander I, B, PoT1rER,
Commanding U. 8. 8. Chippewa.

()rdc) of Rear-Admiral Porter, U. 8. Navy, to Acting Voluntcer Licu.
tenant Woodwardy U, S. Navy, oomman(lzn(/ U. 8. 5. Atlanta,

Crry PoinNt, VA, April 11, 1865,
Sir: Take your station in Turkey Bend until further ordu'.s, and
exercise due vigilance for the protection of vessels navigating the
river,
Yery 1'e81)cctt'l111y,
DAVID D, PORTER,
Rear- Admiral, Commanding North Atlantic Squadron.

Acting V o]untccr Lieutenant T, J. WOODWARD,
Commanding U. S, 8. :Atlanta,

N W R—voL 12
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Order of Rear-Admiral Porter, U, S. Navy, (o Commander Clitz, U. S,
Navy, commandmg U. S. 8. Osceola.,

Ciry PoIinNt, VA., April 11, 1865.
SIr: Take your station just above Wilson'’s wharf until further
orders, exercising due vigilance for the protection of vessels navigating
the river,
Yery respectfully,
DAvip D, PORTER,
Rear-Admiral, Commanding Novth Atlantic Sqnwadron,

Commander J. M. B. CL11%,
v Commanding U. N. S. Osceola.

Order o/ the Seeretary of the Navy to Rear-Admiral Porter, U. N, Nary,

- regarding the l/. S8 A Tabama,

NAVY DEPARTMBENT, April 12, 1865,
Sir: Orvder the U, 8. S, Alabama to proceed off Mobile and report to
Acting Rear-Admirval 11, K. Thatcher tor duty in the West Gulf Block-
ading Squadron,
Very respectiully, ete.,
G, \V]uLleS,
, Seerctary of the Navy.
Rear-Admiral . D, PORTER,
Commanding North Atlantic Blockading Squadron, City Point, Va.

Reportof Licutenant-Commander Blake, U, S. Navy, regarding progress in
removal of obstruotums in James River,

U. 8, IRONCLAD ONONDAGA,
James Bivery Virginia, April 12, 1865,

Sir: I find that Warwick Bar has a lme of obstructions, extending
across the river, of vessels filled with sand and stones, Two of them
were removed yesterday, leaving a clear passage 200 feet wide and 16
feet deep.

To-day 1 am in hopes to remove suflicient of the piling of the bridge
to admit of a free passage up the nv('r, after which all of the force will
be put to work at Drewry’s Bluff, and then up and down the river,
tnereasing the channel to the extent thut the material 1 have at com-
mand will admit of,

The most water that L have been able to find at any time at Trent’s
Reach Bar is 12 feet 6 inches, The depth of water can, however, be
increased by the use of torpedoes, should you be pleased to dlru,t it
and give the necessary order to supply the materials,

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
HomERr C. BLAKE, ;
Lieutenant-Commander, U, 8. Navy.

Rear-Admiral DAVID D, PORTER,
Commanding North Atlantic Squadron, City Point, Va,
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Instructions from Rear-Admiral Porter, U. 8. Nuvy, to Commodore Rad-
Jord, U, 8. Navy, for the guidance of the latter in temporary command
of the squadron.

FrAGgsuir MALVERN,
City Point, Va., April 12 J.%‘).

CoMMODORE: As I am about to leave the 9quadrou for a short tinie,
I wish you to carry out the followmg instructions, and, for your guul
ance in the management of the fleet in my absence, [ .suul you a list of
vessels, with their present stations, duties, ete. :

You will open all official letters addressed to me, and act at your dis-
eretion concerning the matter contained therein,

Collect everything belonging to the rebol Navy at or near Richmond,
and appoint boards to examine and appraise each vessel or dI‘tlLlG
including the 7eras at Norfolk navy yard, whither everything must be
sent, and requesting Captain Berrien to 'LﬁOl'd proper storage or pro-
tection from the weather, IIa,ve duplicate invoices of appraisement
made out, signed by the appraisers.

Licutenant-Commander Parker, commanding U, 8. S, Maumec, has
been instructed by me to procure .\ll the information possible in these
matters and report to you,

It is said there are cngines, boilers, ete., at Richmond for the Texas,
as also for the two torpedo boats building. ' These must be obtained,
with the iron plating, ete., belonging to the Teras.

[ enclose you general orders on the subject of trade in oystering, ete.,
along the river, tog(,ther with General Grant’s orders on the subject,
which [ wish earried out,

Acting Bhnsign Ottiwell, on board the Charles Phelps, a hulk at Or: mey

Island, has charge of all coal matters about here, I have directed him
to send 500 tons”to Beaufort, N, C.,, New Inlet, and New Berne,
respectively, The coal should bc discharged as rapidly as possible, to
prevent demurrage dues, keeping only enough afloat for immediate
wants, Commander M acomb, by my dircetion, regulates coal matters
in the sounds [of] North Carolina, corresponding with Commodore
Adams direct,

Stores, etc., wanted in the sounds should be procured from Beaufort
as’ fur as possible, and the Secretary of the Navy wishes everythmg
sent north that can be spared, and great care to be exercised in the
approval of requisitions.

The vessels in the Cape Fear River procure their supplies from Beau-
fort as required. I have requested the Chiet of Bureau of Kquipment,
ete., to send 500 tons coal to Beaufort and New Inlet, which, with what I
have already ordered, will answer all probable vmts.

The Secretary of tho Navy has ordered three vessels to be kept
between Cape Charles and Hampton Roads (to board any vessels going
out of the bay, to see that no improper persons are on board or other
than proper ones in possession), the Kansas, Pequot, and Monticello,

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
DAvn) D. PORTER,
LRear- Admiral, Commanding North Atlantic bquadron.

Commodore W, RADFORD,
Comdy, Jumes Liver ])w., North Atlantic Blockading Squddron,
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Report of Commander Macomb, U. 8. Navy, reg Jardmg the rumored
evacuation of Weldon, x. 0

U. 8. 8. MATTABESETT,
Dist. Sounds of N. C., Plymouth, N. O., April 13, 1865.

ADMIRAL: [ have the honor to report that I have mformatnon from
many different sources, which seems too strongly corroborated to Dbe
false, that the rebels have evacuated Weldon, burning the bridge,
destroying the ram at Bdwards Ferry, and throwmg the guns at Rain-
bow Bluff into the river.

Iixcept for torpedoes the river is-therefore c]ear for navigation. The
floating battery, as I informed you in my No, 144, has got adrift from
Halifax and been blown up by one of their own torpedoes. She now
lies between here and Jamesville.

Very respectfully,
W. H. MAOOMB,
Commander, 00mm¢mdmg.
Rear-Admiral D. D. PORTER,
Commanding N orth Atlantioc Squadron.

Letter from )’war Admwal 1’07‘tcr U. 8. Navy, to Brigadier-General
Gordon, U, 8. Army, regardmg the prohzbztzon of oystering.

Cr1ry PoINT, VA, April 14, 1865.

GBNERAL: 1 have Just received your communication, on the eve of
departure, and you will excuse the liberty of my letter. I have
directed all officers on the different boats to allow no oystermg, unless
the persons wishing to oyster or fish bring a permit from you or some
provost-marshal, This rule was established to prevent improper per-
sons from moving about the river and communicating with the enemy.
All passes of whatever kind emanating from you will be recognized at
once by the officers commanding the different vessels, and any of them
will gladly give you any information that may enable you to regulate
these fishing matters,

Very respectfully, your obedient servwnt
DAvn) D. POR'rLR
Rear-Admiral,

Brigadiér-General GrorGE I, GORDON, U, 8. Army,

Oommanding ]baatern District Virginia,

-
o s e o oo e iy

List of vessels compoam ¢ the North Atlantic Blockading Squadron, Apml

1‘), 18(100

Name, Guns. lasgs, . Commanding ofilcor, . Proaent,dubyorhtatlon.
AZaWAM (iiieeennn.. 10 | Paddle........ Commander A, C. Rhind ........ Sollixndn, North * Caro-
Alabama...c.co....... 10 {..... do..eaan. Act. Vol. Lieut, A, R, Lang. 'Ordered to West Gulf

thornoe, uadron,
Atlanta..ooeeneannn.. 3] Serow....oa... Act \]’ol Liout T. J, Wood. rkey Bend,
ANGIMONG euvnnnrannns S 0 A(\ting Lusign P, 0 AsSeraon . Beani‘on,N c.
ArlettR.seeeneieann.. 3 | 8chooner ..... Liout, Com, W, ¢, Wesb. . aeans ... Da. o
Albomarlo....ocevenefennn.. Hulk ......... Acting Asst, Paymaster G, R, | Sounds, North Caros
. R Watkina, lina,
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Vessels composing the North Atlantio Blockading Squadron, April 15, 1865—Continued,

Name. Guns, Clasa. Commauding ofticer. Presont duty or statiou.
Alpha cevevennineccaifienass Sorew......... Acting Fnsign Jolin Blake ,
Belle..oolienesnaanaan 21.... do........ Aocting MasterJ, G, Green ...... Sounds,N C.
Borlu,rry ............ 3 P do........ Acting Ensign R, W. Rowntree.| Boaufort; .
Bignonia ............ 3. do........ Acting Ensign-H. D, Trott......| Norfolk (re} airln ).
Bat.oooeerennainnnns 21 Paddle........ Lisut. Com.J.S. Barnes ........ Carrying dispatches.
Chicopeo.....oo..... 104{..... [} 1 I Commander H N. 1" Arnold ....| Nortolk (ro&airlng)
Cormamodore Hull . 8l..... do ........] Act. Vol, Lieut. H. S, Wctmore. Sounds, N
COTCR vvvnverenancsens 2| Scrow...... ... Aoting Master 11, H, Foster ... 'l‘%wlnglmbel ram Al-
emar
Commodore Morris . 71 Paddle,....... Acting Mastor H. Bingham..... Ordered to Chickahom.
Chippewa..cceernn... 6| Serew......... Liout. Com. E, E, Potter ........ Ordered toormse Ches-
Commodors Porry ... 5| Paddle........ Act. Vol. Lient, A, P. Foster.... GuurdshipbelowRich
mon
Clinton ...veeeeveennifonann. Screw ........ Aoting Ensign G. W. Hadden. ., Cluaring obstructions,
Lo . James Rivor,
Cl;m'}ﬁs Phelps (coal |......leceiiiiaaen..., Acting Ensign W, Ottiwell..... Craney Island.
mlk), - .
Cohasn)ot ............. 1| 8crew......... Acting Ensignand Pilot Grlﬂln '1‘0win§ coal.
ClomatiB. vveeneeeennn 31..... do . ..| Act. Vol, Liocut, S. P, Crafts ..... Norfolk (repairing).
CHYC0 ceeerirconans 1]..... do...... ..| Acting Mnater(, A, CrooLel Orl(}l‘)ttcl(ll to Potomac
) otilla,
Delaware ....ocvuene. 4 | PPaddle....... .| Actin MaaterJ H, Fldridpo Do,
Diawn,sieeeeeiinnanas 3| Seraw........ J Act. Vol. Lieut, T, B, Smith . .... Douulort N.C.
Daylight............. 8leeeeslovinnnen, ‘Acting Master 1. W, Wells..... l)elg Boitom, James
ver, .
| 5711 1 ¥ RN AR FN o ........ Mate W. F, Gragg «ceeveevnenn.. Su]ximds, North Caro.
na,
oluB.saienunaannnas 4 | Paddle........ Actlug Master E.S. KOysor Do,
Entaw...ee.. eenivens] 10 [iasn. do...uvenn " Lieut, Com, I, Paulding ...:... .| Jamos mver.
Emma'. aereaiaea, 8 | Scrow......... Acting Master J. A. Hmnlltou Smithville, N, C
Iupallon ............ Y A {1 S Aoting Ensign C. I*, Russeéll ....] James River,
Foltl)onelson ....... 1| Paddle........| Aoting Maater G. W, Frost..... Beaufort, N, C,. .
Pahkeo .eovvrinvnnns 6| Scrow......... Aocting Master F. R, Webb...... Order'ad to South At-
lantio Sqnadrun.
Galena..cveeeneena.. B PP PP [ SO Lieut. Com, C. H. Wells......... Naungemond River.
Gettysburg.......... i I’addle veeessd] Act. Vol, Liout. S. B, Washburn . Nci)rn;lk Va. (repair.
Granite.......... P P Sloop .........| Acting Master T, Boomer ...... G|Imfdt ship, Hattoras
! nlet,
(ilance........... 1] Sorew..... ....| Acting Ensign H. Wheeler .....| James River,
GAMINA . vovveeosreveifesinn. Sorew ........| Acting Ensign H, F, Curtis..... Soumls. North Caro.
Huron....eeeveaiaas, 6{..... do...veen. Lieut, Com, I’ O, Selfridge...... Pli lan - Creek, James
ver.
Hunchback ......... 7 | Paddle........ Lieut. J.(I’ ] Fyffe...ccouvu.:| Sounds, North Caro-
DA, .
Henry Brinker ...... SOrew .veueees Aotlng Fnsign J.H, Korons ; Do.
loyt...oooviuiininns Heveerofeines do ........ Aoting Ensign’ll, B, '1‘wmnbl5 Do,
Harcourt ........ voerfecaadiviido oanne. ..| Mate 8, Eldr (1 ro- ............... James River, -
OBCO veuu.s eivanes 10 Paddle veeres.| Lisut. Com. J.[S.) Lhornton.. hm‘uuls, North Caro-
DA
Knuaus ......... 8| BOrew ...v.... Lieut, Com.I’ (r.Watmou;,h (,lmsapoako ‘Bay.
Loockwood .....ee.... 3 | Paddle....... - Acoting Enaign'd, C. Greone..... Somnds; N, 0.
LAlAG: i vesnereraanean . 2 Sorow N Mate GG, WoLane ci.oiivee... ., James Riv er, .
Lehigh ooeeiiiin., 2 ...0d0 .00 Liout, (mm. AL A Sommes...... Do, :
mepce Gibsdeeiiseses 10 | Paddle........] Commandor. . S. Pholps. . ...... Capo Fear River,
Monadniock.......... 4| Serew ........ Commnmler W Rnnckmulorﬂ | -Hamptou Roads,
Muonticello..... veeian 61, (lo ........ Act. Vol, Lient, H. 11, Gnrrinyc Chesapenke Bay,
Maumee.,......... . 8 leeiindo suony.n. Lieut. Com, J, Parker.ii..0iv.. Richmond; Va.
\hu‘kinnw. .......... 10 Pnddla ...... ..] Commander J. ¢, Beaumont....| Jamos River,
Massasoit . ...o0000 0 10000 do oues..s | Comtnandor R, T, Renshaw . ..., bo]\’luds. North Caro-
. na
Mattabesett . 10kl do veai | Commander J, G, I“oblgd'r ...... Doy ;
angomary......... 6 | Scrow ..... .o Aot Vol, Liou( T.C; Dunn ...\, Lléﬂum River, - North
. : arolina, .
Maratinza., ... Vieees 8 | Paddle..... Liont, Com. G. W, Young ....... Cape Fear River,
Miami ool W 8 feeadocaaiil, Act. Vol. Liout, G. W, (xmves .| Olty Point, Va.
Moendota,.,...... ceee 10 Jooee 0 cenisesn Lonnwnndur E. 1\ Nichols....... l)relwry 8 Bluﬂ Jameos
: ver,
Mounthahihgtqn;. 1[0 e, Acting Master 111, Havnie.... Su}gply vessel, James
Martin ..o, BCIOW ........ ‘Acting Ensign F. H. Crandall. .. Sounds. North Caro-
Malvern.............| 12| Paddle........| Tdeut. Gt. M, Baoho. ... eevens.n| aits ¢ Bolnt,
MahOpRC vevevevonsss 2 | BOrew i..iees. Lieut Com. G. E. Belkunp ..... . area to Waah!ng
) 10 | Paddle........| Commander J. M. B, Clitz....... James River,
4| Sorew .......: Llaut. Com.H C. Blalte eisvivess Do,
Paddle...... i Savennvis Do,
CPequotie.iicaidedia 8 Cedeeees Lia-ut (,om.D L. Bralno PRy Oheupeake Bay.
PAWtUXe...,..0iered] 10 Pudd le..o.....l Commander J. H.Spotts ........ James River.
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. _Fessels composing the North Atlantio Blockading Squadron, April 15, 1865—Continued.

Name, Guns. Class. Commanding officer, Present duty or station.
Pontoosuc . ceess| 10| Paddle....... .| Commander W. G. Tomple...... Hmnpton Roads,
Poppy ioiiinnennn... 2 | Serew ........ Acting Ensign V., Clarko....... Ordnance tug.

Pickat Launoh No. 4. 1]..... [ JPORPPOEIN PN eeiesenecneiaaaataaanes Cieanes OTer?lll to  Potomac
. a,

Picket Lannch No, 5 1..... do........ Acting Ensign (J.11.] Chapman. bol|lmd5, North™ Caro-

na

Picket Launch No. 6. 11l.... do........ Acting Ensign C. S, Willcox.... Ox‘I(“llela(lil ‘to Potomao

Ronshaw .occeecacenafinnans Schooneor ..... Guuner E; A, McDonald ........| Sounds, N: O,

Release........cueeen 3| Salling . ...... Acting Master J, Baker ........ Guardship, New Inlet.

Republio ............ 1| Sorew ........ Acting Ensign'J. W, Bennett...! Cape Fear River,

Seneca. . i.iiiuiie..- bl..... do.ieiaans Lieut. Com. E, K Owen ......... Norfolk (repairing).

Santiago de Cuba .. 11 | Paddle........| Capt.0.8,Glsson .............. Cruising.

Samuel Rotan ....... & | Schooner...... Actiug LnsignJ W Willard .. Guard ahlp, Hampton

Shamrook ..
ghokokonD. i

Spuyton Duyv
Safiron
Sassacus
_ SaULUS .iasriienens.

..........

.............

Sangamon
Tacony

-----------

Tristram Shandy ....

Unadilla
Unit

.............

Valloy (,lty
Wll(lornoss .
Yalnsln%
tohead ..........
vaulotto Virareeees
Willjam Badgor ... ..
Young Awmerica
Yantic ..
Zouave ..... ..
Governor Buoking
ham,
Victorin ..oivanacann.
Watceh.ooean..

.........

----------

........

csssese

.......

do. Act. Vol. Lieut, ¥, Josselyn .....
Torpedo boat . Acting hualgn J. Brennon......
..... lo........| Acting Ensign [{. M, Pishon..
Paddle........ Lieut, Com.J. L. Davis..........
Serew ........ Lioutenant B, ¥, Day ..........
............. Tieut, Com, R, Chandlor........
1’mldlo ........ Liout, Com, W, I Fruxtun .....
..... do........| Act, Vol Lieut. ¥, M, Green....
Serew ........ Liout. Com. F, M. Ramsay.......
..... do ........| Acting Ensign IL P, Hathaway.
........ Acﬂng Mastor J, A Ji Brooks. .
l’adtlla .| Aoting Master H, Arey ........
ceenallo oot Liont, Com, E. hug’hsh....,....
Acting Master G, W Bnrrott
Actlug Master E. W. White
. Aotins. ¥nsi ‘3 G: Swain .
.| Mated, H, Gilley........
.| Lieut. Com '1 O Harrlu
. Aotine}FnalgnJ L.Hayes .....
..| Act, Vol, Lieut, Commander
. Maol)larmid
..... L S R T
P (R, Aotlug Ensign J, Bishop

Commander W. H. Macomb ....

Roads,
Sounds, N. C.
Do

James River.
Do.

Do,
Ordered to Washing-
ton.
Jameos River.
Sounds. North Caro-

lina

(Jity Point, dispatch
vesssl,

James River,

Fleet e ghxeern tug,
Norfol

Sounds, N.C.

Gmml Bhi;

& Norfolk
.| Beaufort,

.| Norfolk: (w{miring)
.| Cape Fear Ri

vor

Norfolk, Va,

At Norf'olk Va,, with-
out oﬂlcors or orew.

Do,
Ordered to Potomao
Flotilla,

Report of Iieutenant-Commander Phelps, U, S. Navy, regurding conditions
in and about demgt(m, N. 0.

U. 8. 8. LENAPEE,
Wzlmm(/ton, N. 0., April 15, 1865.

Sir: I have respecbfully to report that affairs in this section remain
quiet. A few days since about thirty rebel cavalry appearul at a place
on Broad River, 256 miles from this place; their business seems te have
been confined to the capture of horses.

The fever which has been so fatal here is at last rapidly dlsappearmg
and the sickness on the vessels decreasing.

The removal of obstructions has progressed slowly the past week on
account of high winds, and the Lepublic becoming disabled by striking
on the logs, bending the shoe and loosening the rudderpost I have
had her taken out on the army ways and the necessary repairs executed,

-We have succceded in raising the hull of the small steamer General
Whiting. The hull is badly burned amidships, and the machinery has

never been set

up..

I am, very re%pectfully, your obedient servant,

THOS, 8,
Lieutenant- Commander,

Rear-Admiral I)Avm D. Ponmmn, U, 8. Navy,
Commending North Atlantie Squadron, James chr, Virginia,

PHELPS,
Jommanding.
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['Telegratn. ]

W ASHINGTON, April 16, 1865.
Sir: To prevent the escape of the assassin who killed the President
and attempted the life of Secretary of State, search every vessel that
arrives down the bay. Permit no vessel to go to sea without such

‘search, and arrest and send to Washington any suspicious persons,

GIDEON WELLES,
Secretary of the Navy.

Rear-Admiral PORTER, or SENIOR OFFICER, at Hampton Roads.

[Endorsement.)
FrAGsHir PHLOX, April 17, 1865.
Any vessel that has been searched by one of the three stewmcrs
now guarding the bay will not be detained by the others.
By order of ;
' WM. RADFORD,
Commodore, Commanding James River Flotilla.

iy

[Yelegram.)
NAVY DEPARTMENT, April 16, 1865,
On Monday fire a gun in honor of the late President each halt hour
from sunrise to sunset.. Keep all flags at half-mast until after the
funeral, Ofﬁcem will wear crape. General order* by mail.
G. WELLES,
Secretary of the Navy.,
Rear-Admiral D D. PORTER,
Hampton /foads, Virginia.

[Tnloérnm i

U, 8, PrAasmie PHLOX,
Off Fortress Monroe, April 17, 1(,(’.".
SIr: I have the lionor to acknowledge the receipt of your telegram,
antl have stationed vessels on the coast of Maryland and Virginia, as
you ordered,
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, ,
- WM. RADFORD,
Commodore, Commanding James River Blotilla,
HoN. GriprEoN WELLES,
- Seeretary of the Navy.

Ovder of C 'mnmodorc Radford, U, 8. Navy, to Acting Master I'rost; U. 8.
Navy, commamhnq U. 8. 8. Fort Donelson,

. NORTH ATLANTIO SQUADRON,
U. 8, ]f’laqsmp Malvern, off Uity Point, V., April 18, 1865,
Sir: Proceed with the vessel under your command to Mobile, and oh
-your arrival report to Acting Rear-Admiral H, K. Thatcher, for duty in
the West Gulf Squadron, -
Respectfully, your obedient servant;
‘ WM. RAprorD, Commodore.
Acting Master (}monam W. Fros, o
‘ Uommandmg U. 8. 8, Fort ])onelaon.

* Seo 5mius I, vuluuw b, puge b53.
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Report of Captain Slaght U. 8. Army, regarding the scizure, by the U, 8.
. Na/vy, of C. 8. vessels,

DEPOT QUARTERMASTER’S OFFIOE.
Richmond, Va., April 19, 1865,

OoLONEL: I have the honor to report that the tugboat Beaufort,
belongmg‘ to the rebel (Jrovernment was, at the time of occupation of
this city by our forces, on the 1 marme railways, having been hauled up
by the rebels for repairs. -On assuming the duties of my office, under
your orders, I took possession of this steam tug but subsequently the
Navy seized the vessel, lannched her, and have her now in their hands
alongside the gunboat 'Maumee.

In my opinion the Navy had no right to this vessel whatever, but that
she'is clearly the property of the Army and should be turned in to the
Qui:lrtgrmaster 8 Department, her services being at this time very much
neede

I would also report that the steam tug Seaboard (after having been
taken charge of by an army officer at T'ree Hill Bridge and ordered up
to this city some thirty hours after its surrender) was stopped while on
its route here in the river by one of our gunboats and taken possession
of, a prize crew being pluced on board, On their endeavoring to take
her to Norfolk they ran her agxound near the obstruetlons, where
she now lies sunk, I regard this boat as a proper prize to the Army,
by right of capture, and she can be raised with little expense. She is
very valuable as a towboat and greatly needed here for service.

1 um, colonel, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
JAs. C, SLAGHT,
- Oaptain and Assistant Quartermaster,

Colonel J, B, HOWARD., :

Chief" Quartermaster, Army of the James.

[ Firat endorsement.}

- OFFICE UHIEF QUARTERMASTER,
Army of the James, Rickmond, April 20, 1865,

Respectfully forwarded and the attention of the major-general com-
manding called to the fact that the Navy have, without authority or
right, seized and taken possession of vessels which properly belong to
the quartermaster’s department of this army.

I would respecttully request that such action be taken as will enable
the Quartermaster’s Department to regmu possession of these boats, in
wluch case means will be taken to raise the sunken boat,

JonN B, HOWARD,
Colonel and Chief Quartermaster, Army of the James,

{Sccoml endorsement, )

HbQRH., BEPARTMENT OF VIRGINIA, Apml 22, 1865,
Respectfully forwarded to Commodore Radford for such report or
-remarks as he may have to make in theé matter. As this place was
taken possession of entirely and exclusively by the Army, and my
orders in regard to public property are peremptory, I most respecttul]y
ask if this report is correct.

E, 0.0, ORD,

Major- Goneml Commanding.
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EBaplanatory report of Lieutenant-Commander Parker, U. 8. Navy, regard-
' ing the seizure of the late 0, S. 8. Beaufort,

U, S. 8. MAUMEE,
Richmond, April 24, 1865.

SiR: Inregard to the letter of James O. Slaght, captain and assistant
quartermaster, referred to you by Major-General Ord, I have respect-
tully to state that I took possession of the Oontederate naval steamer
Beaufort by order of Rear-Admiral Porter, and under an order of Major-
General Weitzel, at that time commaudxng Richmond.

Captain and Assistant Quartermaster Slaght was fully informed of
the facts and the order of General Weitzel was by me exhibiteil to him
personally at the time. ‘I'he machinery of the Beaufort has been over-
hauled by the engineers of the Maumee, and the vessel and ways were
put in order under my directions. The Beaufort was launched and is
now in my keepmg alongside of the vessel, as stated, As to the other
matters set forth in the letter of Captain and Assistant Quartermast;er
Slaght, above referred to, I know nothing,

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
JAMES PARKER,
Lieutenant-Commander, Commanding Maumee.

Commodore WM, RADFORD,
Oommamding James River Flotilla.

Report of Oaptain Breese, U, 8. N(Wl/, regarding the seizure of the Con
Sederate tug in the James River,

U. 8. 8, PHLOX,
Richmond, Va., April 24, 1865. ‘

Sir: In obeduam,e to your order, I have the honor to report that
being in advance of the fleet asconding James River, on board the
Iilao, I-discovered a tug ahead,near the upper bridge below Richmond,
and on boarding her found that she was in possession of a crew from
the Engineer Oorps, rebel Army. I therefore took possession of her,
I was careful to ask if any army officers or soldiers had been on board,
or given any orders in reference to her, and was told there had been
none on board, and no orders received from anyone.

Respectfully, ete.,
K. R. BREESE,
' Fleet Uaptain,

Commodore WM. RADFORD,

Jommanding North Atl(mtw Squadron, pro tem.

[’leleéram ]
NAVY DEPARTMENT, April 20, 1865,
Order Roanoke to New York to anchor oft battery. Oaptam Kilty
will apply to commanding officer of station for suitable convoy.
G. WELLES, .
Secretary of Navy.
Rear-Admiral D, D, POR’I‘EB
Oomdg. North Atlantio Biockadmg Squadron, IIampton Roads,
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['Lelogram.|

Navy DLI’ARTMEN'I‘, April 20, 1865,

Order Alabama to convoy Koanoke to New York, atter Whlbh she will
proceed to obey her orders
GIDEON WELLES,
Secretary of the Navy.
Rear Admiral D, D. PORTER,
Oomdg. North Atlantic Blockadmg Squadron, Hampton Roads.

Repo:rt of Oommodore Radford U. 8. Navy, regarding the transfcr to
Potomac Flotilla of picket launches Nos, 4 and 6.

U, 8. FLAGSHIP PHLOX,
Off Norfolk Navy Yard, April 20, 1865,

'Sir: I have the honor to report that picket launches Nos. 4 and 6
have been ordered to report to Oommander Foxhall A, Parker, com-
manding Potomac River Flotilla, for duty, in obedience to an order
received from the Department,

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
Wo. RADFORI)
Commodore, Commanding James River Flotilla,

Hon. GipEoN WELLES,
Secretary Navy.

Report of Commodore Radford, U, S. Navy, acknowledging Department's
orders regarding the disposition of certain vessels,

U, 8, FLAagsnIp PHLOX,
oy Novfolk Navy Yar d, April 20, 1860.

Sir: I have the honor to acknowledge the recelpt of the Depart-
ment’s communications addressed to Rear-Admiral D, D, Porter, order-
ing several vessels of this squadron to other squadrons, ete, The
Kineo had entered the bay and was on her way to Baltimore before the
order dlrectmg her to’ proceed to Philadelphia was received, The Ala-
bama is now lying at this yard undergoing repairs before proceeding to
her destination, as is also the Fahkee, Bignonia, and Olematis. The
Fort Donelson and Hmma are at present stationed in the Oape Fear
River. Orders will be forwarded there without delay. The Lockwood
is now 1ying completely broken down at the entrance of the Dismal
Swamp Oanal, [ will have her towed up to this yard as soon as possi-
Hle, and if practicable to have her sold to an advantage, it shall be

Onel
I am, sxr, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
Wi, RADFom)
Oommodore, Commanding J James River Flot@lla.

Hon, GIDEON WELLES .
Secretary of the Navy.,
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Report of Commander Febiger, U. 8. Navy, regarding the presence of two
steamers loaded with cotton and staves in the Roanoke River.

U. 8. S, MATTABESETT,
Plymouth, N. C., April 20, 1865,

Str: The coal sehooner U. Moore, with 170-0dd tons of coal, arrived
here last mght As another arrived at the entrance of the mver this
evening, I shall discharge the Moore here and order the Belle to- morrow
fo take the other up to you.

I received information soine days since that two steamers were up
the river, some distance below Halifax, loaded with cotton and staves,
and that it was the intention to attempt to run them through Mlddle
River or the Oashie, and if possible get to the sea. [ have picketed
both places since receiving the veport, — Yesterday I was informed that
they had gone farther up the river and had planted fresh torpedoes
below them,

Both of these vessels are said to belong to the rebel Government, and
that they were ordered fo be destroyed at the time the ram was burned,
but that they were taken possession of-by the persons now on l)mrd
with the intention of getting the cotton out if possible,

I enclose o letter from Cplonel Frankle in regard to some cotton and
horses he is desirous of getting possession of. As I have no scow, I
can not assist him. '

Very respecttully, your obedient servant,
JNo. G, IF EBIGER,
_ Commanden,

Commander Wu. H, MACOMB,

Commanding Sounds of North Caroling,
U. 8. 8. ;S'hmnrock Winton, N. 0.

{ 'l‘olegmm:]
NAVY DEPARTMENT, April 23, 1865,

Continue to exercise the utmost vigilance over all vessels departmg
from the limits of your command. Booth is endeavormg to escape by
water, Send a gunboat or some tugs to examine the shores and islands
of the eastern shore of Virginia and all vessels in that direction, and
arrest and seize all suspicious parties, If you have any tugs to spm o,
send them into the Potomac.

Gin1koN WELLES,
b’ccretary

Rear- Adnnml D. D, PORTER,

Oomdy. North Atluntio Blookmlmg Squadron, Hampton Roads,

[Tologram |

: - Orry PoINT, VA, April 23, 1865,
‘I have ordered the Pontoosuc and Osceola to eastern sliore to carry

out your instructions, There are three vessels in addition between

Old Point and Oape Oharles,
WM., RADFORD,
Uommodore.

Hon. G, WELLES e
[;Searetary of the way]
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Order of Commander Temple, U. S. Navy, to Lieutenant Wmdman, U. 8.
Navy, to proceed to the eastern shore of Virginia, in search of the Pres-
ident’s assassin.

U.8. 8. PONTOOSUO
Hampton Roads, Virginia, April 24, 1865.

SIr: You will proceed to Pocomoke Sound, on the eastern shore of
Virginia, with the vessel under your command, and institute as thorough
a search as is practicable, using your boats When necessary, thronghout
‘all the'shoals and islands and on board all vessels between that place
and Ohmcoteagna Inlet, for the purpose of preventing the escape of
Booth by water in that dlrectlou You will arrest and seize all suspi- .
cious parties. KFrom Ohincoteague, you will return over the sawme
ground, using the utmost vigilance, and in the meantime you will
receive further orders, or, if not, you will return to this place for them.
Respectfully,
WM. G. TEMPLE,
: . Oommander.
Lleutenant JOHN WEID\IAN, U. S. Navy,
In Qommand of Steamer Osceola.

[Telegram.]

NAVY DEPARTMENT, April 04 1865,

Forward to the Department a list of the vessels in the North Atlmxtic
Blockading Squadron, including sounds of North Carolina, ete., with
their present positions,

G. WELLES,
Seeretary of the Navy.
~Commodore WM, RADFORD,
Jommanding James Ri ver Iotilla, James River, Virginia.

Report of Commodore Radford, U, 8. ‘Navy, wgardmr} the raising of Con-
' Jederate vessels in the James River.

U. 8. FrAasuIr PHLOX,
Off. Richmond, Apml 25, 1865,

SIR. Your communications regarding the raising of sunken vessels
~in the James River have been received.
The rebel steamers Shrapnel, Nansemond, and Patrick IIenry lie near
Richmond, having been burned by the enemy
They. are searcely worth raising, The iron hull and machinery of the
rebel steamer Zorpedo, lying near Richmond, will be raised and sent to
Norfolk by the thmee
The ironclad Riokmond lies sunk abreast- of Chapin’s | Olmﬂin’s] Bluﬂ‘
_She has been scuttled and blown up, and probably can be casily raised.
There are several schooners at various pomts to whlch the 8ame
remark can be applied. - :
~ Very respectfully, ete.,
WM. RA.DFORD,
Commodore, OJmmandmg James River If’lotzlla

JOHN LFNTIIALL,
Chi¢ yf of Burcau of Oonsthzon.
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Report of Ocimmodore Radford, U. S. Navy, regarding vessels ordered to
navy yards,

U. 8. FLAGSHIP PHLOX,

. Off Richmond, April 25, 1865,
Sir: I have_the honor to inform the Department that I have, in
accordance with the order received from the honorable Secretary of
the Navy, ordered the U. 8. steamers Futaw, Osceola, Mendota, and

Mackinaw to the respective navy yards as directed.
I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
WM. RADFORD,
Commodore, Commanding James River Flotilla.

Hon. GIDEON WELLES,
Secretary Navy.

[Telegram.)

NAVY DEPARTMENT, April 25, 1865,
Send a gunboat to the mouth of the Delaware for one week to exam-
ine and arrest all suspicious characters and vessels,
GipEON WELLES,
Secretary.
Commodore WM. RADFORD, U. 8. Navy, '
Hampton Roads, Virginia.

Report of Lieutenant-Commander English, U, 8. Navy, regarding orders
issued to the U. N. 8. Shokokon.

U. S. 8. WYALUSING,
| off. Winton, N. O., April 25, 1865,

Str: I send up in the’Sﬁokokon the troops (60 men) with instructions
to land at the bIyff which you mentioned. As you said nothing about
how long they were to stay, they have only one day’s rations, If more
are required, I presume they can be sent for. Captain |George W.]
Barrett will explain the reason of the long delay. .

I am, respectfully, your obedient servant, .
, ~ BEARL ENGLISH,
Lieutenant-Commander, Commanding U, 8. . Wyalusing.,
Commander W, H, MACOMB, ‘ :
Oommanding District of Sounds of North Oarolina,

List of vesscls composing the North Atlantic Blotkading Squadron, April

26, 1865,
Namo !Gnna. Olass, * - Commanding ofticor, I’resentdutyobstatldn.
- : i ‘
AAWAM . veiniansen 10 | Paddle........ Commander A, C. Rhind........ Solii\iﬁda', North Caro-
= ; . na;. o
Atlanta.............. 4 | Borew ...... ..| Act. Vol. Lieut, L', J . Woodward. ’.l;n{lirkey‘Bend. James
: 1 ‘ & ) : -River, :
ANOMONG .. vvvssaasee blooaen [ 1) R Acting Eusign P, C. Agseraon..| Beaufort, N.C,
Arletta ..o.....o.e. 3| Sohooner .....| Lieut. Com. W.C, West ......... - Do, , ‘
Albemarie.,..... T S Hulk i..0,000 Act, Asst, Paymaster G. R. | Sounds, North Caro.
, ‘Watkins. : lina. .
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Vessels composing the North Atlantio Blockading Squadron, April 26, 1866—Continued,

Name. Guna.! “ Class, Commanding officer. Present duty orstation.

Alpha .iceiennniiiaadieann. Sorew ... .... Acting EnsignJ; Blake......... Jamée River.

Belle .....c.ooieeneis 2 loees do..ceenns Acting Master J, G, Green ..... Sollimds. North Caro-

: R T8

Berberry ,.eevceei.ns 4....s do........ Acting Ensign R. W. Rowntree.| Beatifort.. -

Bat.......ccoooiiee 2 | Paddle..---- ‘| Lieut, Com,J, 8, Barnes......... Hampton Roads, -

Bignonia ............ 3| Screw ........| Acting Ensign H, D, Trott...... Orsdqare(% to West Gulf

. : Squadron, - .

Chicopee ............ 10 | Paddle........| Commander H. N, T'. Arnold....| Norfolk (repairing)

Commodore Hull .... 6].....do ....essn Act, Yol, Lieut. H, . Wetmore..| Sounds, North Caro.

] lina, towing rebel

ram - Albemarle to

. the canal,
Cere8..ccouvevuinnnn. 2| Screw ........ Acting Master H, H. Foster .... Sollimds. North Caro-
: i DR
Commodore Morris .. 7 | Paddle........ Acting Master H. Bingham.....| Chickahominy River.
Chippewa ........... 8 | Screw ........ Lieut, Com. E, E. Potter..... Cruiu{‘ngi;nouth(}hesa-
. peake Bay.
Commodore Perry... 5 | Paddle....... .| Aet. Vol. Lieut. A. P, Foster ....! Glll)ardﬂbip ge]ow Rich-
; mond. .. .

Clinton ..c.c.eeavviiifennn.. Serew ........ Acting Ensign G. W, Hadden...{ Ordered to tow rebel
ram i through the
canal, -

Charles Phelps ......|...... Hulk .........| Acting Ensign W.W, Ottiwell..! CraneyIsland;ordered
to. South Atlantic

Cohasset 1] 8 Aocting Ensign Grifi 18“}'“‘”"’1'}: folk

ohasset....... PR Sorew ........| Acting Ensign Grifin.......... Towing coal, Norfolk,
& ¢ Ordo_rgéd to Wost Gulf
S : . Squadron,

Clematis....... PR 31..... do........ Act. Vol Liout, 8. P, Crafts .. ... ! Norfolk (rl?mlring).

Dawn.oeeeeiiinaa .. 31..... do ...uu.nn Act. Vol, Lieut. I’ E, Smith ..... Beaufort, N, C.

Daylight ............ - IR [ Aoting Mastor . H. Wells ...,.| Deep. Bottom, James

: ver,

b §7:) 141 SN R M do....... J Mate W, F.Gragg..ovviveeinn.. Sonlmds, North Caro-

na,

Kolua.......... Aoting Master K. S, Keyser .... Do, .

Eutaw..covveneans Lisutenant L, Paulding.........| Ordered north to Bos:

N . ton; near Whito
Shoals, - ...

Emma ........ .| Acting Masier J, A, Hamilton..] Ordered to South At.
lantlo Squadron,

Epsilon.............. Aoting Enaign C. I. Russell....| Mail tug to City Point;

: ordered to West Gulf

) Sqiuiadron,
Forv Donelson,...... .| Aoting Master G, W, Frost..... Beaufort (court-mar.
G tial). :
Gettyshurg. . Act..'Vol.Lieut..S.I.l. Washburn.| Norfolk (repairing).
Granite.... Aoting Mastor E, Boomer ...... thmgdghip. Hatteras
: R : nlet,
Glance... . Acting Ensign H, Wheeler..... Clty Point,
Gamma........ .| Aoting Ensign IL, ¥, Curtis.....| Sounds, North Caro.
: ng. ,
Galena ..oo.oveennasn Lieut. Com. O, I, Wells ......... Mouth Nansemond
' vor,

Huron..... Cieesres . |13 PR do...eneen Lieut, Com. T, O, 8elfridge...... Pxi ‘an’ Creek, Jumes

ver,

Hunghback.......... 7| Paddle........ Lieut, J, [P Fyfle.....ccouunnnn So]l'mds, North Caro.

; L . i na,

Henry Hrinker...... 3| Sorew ........[ Aoting Ensign J, IL. Kerens. ... Do,

Hogt....ioooiinio o veeedosiidi, Acting Ensign H, B, T'wambly .. Do. .

Henry Janes........ 1 Sohooner .....le..eieues. Jismasessuniraserersiaas Ordnance vessel.

Haroourt............[......{ Scerew ........ Mate S. Eldridge ......... ’l‘?wlng]x‘ebel ram Al

; c iomarle,.
10860 4euieniananiains 10 | Paddle........| Lieut. Com. J. [8.]'Chornton ....| New Berne, N, C:; or-
. ] dered to be sold.
Lookwood.... ...t 3|..-.udo...... 0] Acting Ensign J. C. Groene..... So"t‘mds, North Caro-
; ' . i Nhe oo
IAIAG vocvveinsinnns 2| Sorew ........| Mate G, W, Lane ..ueveinnnnnn, James River, Towing,
o : i g huttinflt to go tosea.
Lehigh .oeiveiinenn] 2o aee..., Lieut, Com, A, A, Sommes...... W}l‘;}d mill Point,James
L B : i <L ver,: oo

Lonapee ... 10 | Paddle........| Commandor I8, Phelps .. ......| Cape Féar River,

Monadnook 4 | Sorew ........| Commandér W, Ronckendorff ..| Hampton Roads,

Monticello. 6.....do .oieva ot Act Vol Lieut. H, H, Gorriuge. . ()rqlall‘ngﬁmonth Chesa.

: Sl . peake Bay.

Maumee....... 8 |ieai.doii...v.. | Lieat. Com.J: Parkor..........| Richmond,

Mackinaw... cess| 107] Paddle,.......| CommanderJ,C. Beaumont..... Ordered to Portsmouth,

Massasolt ...... veend) 10 [iiiido ven s .| Commander R, T, Reénshaw-....| Sounds; North Caro-

LT ; SN Ry . na,
Mattabesett ........ol 10 [...ovdo oo, | Commander J, C. Fobiger,...... Do, s
Moutgomery ....... 61 Sorew ........| Act.Vol, Lieut, T, C. Dunn...... Gzl’{uulng‘ off Little
: i i e L e e s River, . oo

Maratanzn. ..o o 8 Paddle........| Tiont, Com, G;W, Young....,...| Cape Fear River,

aml..oioviiiinnned B liciiidoaaa Aot Vol Lieut, G, W, Gravea...| Guardship,City Point,.
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Vessels compivsing the North .tlantic Blockading Squadron, April 26, 1865—Continued.

Namo. Guns. Class. Commanding officer. " |Present duty or atation.
Mendota..... . iaman 10 | Paddle........ Commander E, T, Nichols....... Drewrg' eBlnﬂ‘;ordered
‘ Philadelphla; one
week in aware
Mount Washington.. 1{e.ee. [ 1 SO Acting Master H. H. Haynie.... Suﬁ)})ly vesse] James
L . VT,
Malveriteeseeeveenas ) L PN { Lieutenant G. M, Bache ........ City Point.
Ouvndagh ...... ceans 4| Sorew ........ Lieat. Com, H. C. Blake......... '.l‘rent'a Reach, James
L) 115 SN UL Paddle.......\|..-..us B R S Flagal;jp. Commodore
Pequot ........ wriues 8| Sorew ........ Lieut, Com. D, L, Braine ...,.... Cruisikng, mqu[hoh%a.
peake
Pawtuxet...... 10 | Paddle....... .| Commander J, H, Spotts ... .... James’ R&er, above
) Drowry's Bluff,
Pontoosuc.....veen.. 10 looovidoeenenn . Commander W. G. ’l‘ample ...... Gm(js‘l’!;g, ea;atern shore
of Virginia,
POPPY veerevsvesannss 2| Serew ........ Acting Ensign'W, Clarke. ..... .} Ordnancetug, Norfolk,
-Picket Launch No, 6. 1}..0:do.ee..... Aoting Ensign[J, H, ]bhapman Sounds‘
Renshaw eoveeeeneaadoaian Schoouner ..... Gunner E. A. MoeDonald........
Releaso..oveeerronnes 3| Sailing..,..... Acting Master J. Baker ........ Guard ahip, New Iu.
Republic ....ooonnn.. 1| Screw ........ Aocting Ensign J. W, Bennett... C?e ¥ear River; or-
b d red to Mariguana
. asﬂt .
SeNOCA. < vvranaiareass 5..sv.d0 cou.....] Liout.Com, E. K. Owen .........} Norfolk (repairing).
Suutin 0 de Guba 11 | Paddle....... . Capt. 0. S.Glisson .............. Crulsf! ngh
Samuel Rotan ....... 5 | Schooner ..... Acting Ensign J.W. \Vmard G‘i{r;ld ip, Hampton
Shamrook......... ...] 11 ] Paddle........ Commander W, H. Macomb..... Sol\‘mds, North Caro-
na,
Shokokon.:.eevvencefe” 6 1.t do .aens. Act, Vol, Lieut. ¥. Josselyn .. Do, ‘
Spuyten Duyvil .....]...... 'l‘orpedo boat . Aotlng ImslgnJ Brennon...... Hampton TRoads: ~
Saflron ..oeeeniieneanfanaans PR 1 R Acting Ensign H. M, Pishon....| Olearing obstructions,
James River, -
$088ACUB.,cvrennns aesl 12 Ps,ddle....,... Liout. Com.J. T, Davis.......... Chesapeake Bay,
Sangamon ........... 2 | Sorow ........ Lieut. Com, R. Chandler ........ Hampton Roads, Claro.
mont, James Kiver.
TREONY vvverernnnnnns 12 | Paddle........ Lieut. Com,W. T, Truxtun...... New Berne, Bounds,
North Carolina.
Tristram Shandy . ... [ PR do......., Act, Vol, Lieut, F. M. (neeu ..... Off capes, Virginia, dis.
{)aloln vessel, Hamp
on KRoads,
L85 11 {7 P Sorow ..ce.... Acting Ensign I, P, Hathaway . Fl&et relnglneer 8 tug,
orfolk
Valley City.......... 6 lieee.do .., Acting Master J. A.J, Brooks .. ‘wol\:nds, North Caro-
L na,
Wilderness ceeeee. .. 4 | Paddle.......:| ‘Acting Master I, ‘Arey:. Do.
Vyalusing'v.e.eo.n.. 14 ]..... do..... .. Lieut. Com. E. Engliah,vees. . I)o.
Vhitehead ....... seel A liiadoa.., Acting Master G,”W. Barrett ..
Wyandette .......... b | Serew ........] Acting Master I, W, White .. Guard sh ip. 1 mile
ahove Norfolk,Kliza-
Willfam Tad Hulk Acting Ensign 8. G, Swai B‘ml“‘ Hiver.
am Badgor .....0..... ! [ 1] PP oting Ena wain . eaunfor
Young Amerlca ..... 2| Sorew ........ Mnte§ H. ﬂ\ Norfo!k (repalring).
Yantio..oooaoaoniin, [ PO A0 veen.n.. Lieut. Com, T\ C HATTIS ooven e COapo Fear River,
ZOUAYE cvvvenrniinans 2 I 1 SO Acting Ensignd. L. Hayes,.....| James River, without
: oﬁicem and orew.
Governor Bucking- 6 ... do........ Act, Vol, Liout. Com, MacDiar- | Norfolk
ham, mid,
Vietoria........iaa. F S DR 1 R P . Do,
: [Telegram,]
U. 8. 8. LENAPEE,
Wzlmmgton, N. 0., April 26, 1865,

Your telegram* of yesterday is this instant received.

The dis-

‘patches * for Admiral Dahlgren and General Gillmore will be lmmedl—
ately forwarded by gunboat.

Major-General W, T, SHERMAN

THOS. 8. PuELPs,

U. s Army, R(dezgh N. O,

Senior Oﬁwer, Oape 1' ear River. .

" See Omoial Reoords of Union and Confederate Armies in the War of tho Rebellion,
Series I, Volume XLVII, Part 111, page 810.
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Order of Commodore Radford, U. 8. Navy, to Lieutenant- Commander
Braine, U. 8. Navy, to station the U. 8. 8. Tristram Shandy as o look-
out for the 0. 8. ram Stonewall. ,

 U.8.FLAGSHIP PaLOX,
Off Fortress Monroé, Va., April 27, 186’).

SIR. You will instruct the commanding officer of the Tristram Shandy
to lie off Cape Henry until further orders, .

" Inform Acting Volunteer Lieutenant Green that the object of giving
him this order is to have a vessel stationed at the mouth of the bay to
give information concermng the rebel ram Stonewall., She may possibly
attempt to enter this port. '

Should such an attempt be made, she will make every exertion to
inform the senior officer in the roads in the shortest possible time, If
at night, rockets should be thrown up and one or more guns fired, as
may he deemed necessary.

Respectfully, ete., WM. RADFOPD,
Jommodore, Commanding James River Flotilla.

Lieutenant-Commander D. I.. BRAINE,
Commanding U. 8. 8. Pequot,

[Telegram.] *
NAVY DEPARTMENT, April 27, 1865.
Booth having been killed and his body brought: up’ to Washington,
special orders about searching and detaining vessels are revoked.
GIDEON WELLES,
[Seoretary of the Navy.]
Uommodore WM. RADFORD,
Uomnmndant pro tem. oj North Atlantioc Squadron,
Hampton Roads,

Report of Captain Kilty, U. S. Navy commanding U. 8. 8. Roanoke, of
arrival in New York.

U. 8. IRONCLAD ROANOKE,
New York, April 27, 1865.
Sir: I have the honor to report the arrival of the Iwanoke at this
port, in company with the Alabama, after a passage of thirty-six hours
from Oape Henry to Sandy Hook.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, : v
' A, H. K1nry, Captain,
Hon, GIDEON WELLES, '
Secretary of the Navy, Washing gton, D, 0.

Report of Captain Berrwn, U. 8. Navy, of the arrwal at Norfolk of the
0. 8. 8. Albemarle.

' U. 8. NAVY YARD, Norfolk, April 27, 1865,
Sir: I have the honor to inform the Department that the Albemarle,
late rebel ram, arrived at this yard to-day in tow of the U. S. 8, Oeres.
Very respecttully, I am, sir, your obedient servant,
J. M, BERRIEN,
Oaptam, Oommanding Naval Station, Norfolk.

Hon. GIDEON WELLES,
Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D, 0.



NORTH ATLANTIC BLOCKADING S8QUADRON, 129

Order of the Secretary of the Navy to Rear-Admiral Porter, U. 8. Navy,
detaching. him from the North Atlantic Blockading Squadron.

NAvVY DEPARTMENT, April 28, 1865,

Sm° You are hereby detached from the command of the North
Atlantic Blockading Squadron, and you will regard yourself as waiting
orders.

Keep the Department advised of your address.

Very respectfully,
G. WELLES,

Rear-Admiral D. D. PORTER, U. S. Navy,

Georgetoum D. C.

Order of the Secretary of the Navy to Commodore Radford, U. S, Navy,
to guard against surprise from the approach of the 0. 8. 8. Stonewall,

NAvY DEPARTMENT, April 28, 1865,

SIr: Information has been received from the U. 8. consul at Teneriffe
to the effect that the rebel ram Stonewall left thal place, where she
obtained a supply of coal, April 1, at 6 p. m., and steamed rapldly
away to the 'south, Her deqtlmtlon is believed to be some point on
our coast, and every precaution should be taken to guard against sur-
prise and prevent her inflicting serious injury should she make her
appearance anywhere within the limits of your command, and the best
means in your power used to capture or desbroy her,

Yery respectfully, b
‘ G. WELLES,
Secretary of the Navy.
Commodore Wi, RADFORD
Oomdy. North Atlantic ,iilockadving Squadron, pro tem.,
Old Point, Va.

()rdrr of the Secretary of the Navy to Acting Rear-Admiral Radford,
U. 8. Navy, to assume command of the North Atlantio Blookadmg
Squadron.

NAVY DEPARTMENT, April 28, 1865,
SIR: You are hereby appointed to command the North Atlimtic
Squadron and will hoist your flag as acting rear-admiral, commanding
that squadron.
Very respectfully,
G. WELLES,
Acting Rear-Admiral WILLIAM RADFORD,
Comdy, North Atlantio Blockading Squadron, City Pomt Va.

Order of Lieutenant-Commander Braine, U, 8. Nam;, to Aoting Volunteer
Lieutenant Green, U. 8. Navy, commanding U. 8. 8. Tristram Shandy,
to assume a station as lookout agamst the 0. 8. 8. Stonewall,

‘ : U, 8. 8. PE(VUOT ‘
Ohesapeake Bay, April 28, 186.).

SR : Until further orders you will lay off Oape Henry, Vlrglma. The
object in giving you this order is to have a fast vessel stationed at the

N W R—VOL 12—9
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mouth of' the bay for observation, and to give immediate information
concerning the rebel ram Stonewall, as she may possibly attempt to
enter this port. )

Should such an attempt be made, you will make every exertion to
inform the senior officer at IFortress Monroe in the shortest possible
time; if at night, rockets should be thyown up. and Coston signals
burned, indicating an enemy, and one or two guns fired so as to attract
attention, , ‘ o

Be certain your Coston signals are correct for the last changes,

I will inform the senior officer of the signals day and night you will
{;mke, should you have cause to indicate the rebel ram is entering the

ay'
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, ;
D, I, BRAINE,
Licutenant-Commander,
Acting Volunteer Licutenant F'RANCIS M, GRIEN,
Commanding U. 8, S, Tristram Shandy,

['T'elogran, |

TrorT MonNroB, April 28, 1863,
Proceed with the Malvern to Washington and report to Rear- Admiral
D. D. Porter.
Wit. RADFORD,
Commodore,
Fleet-Captain K. R, BREESE,
U. 8. S, Malvern,

Beport of Commander Nichols, U, 8. Navy, commanding U. S. S, Men-
dota, of arrival for duty at the mouth of Delaicare Bay.

U, 8, S, MENDOT'A,

Mouth of Delawware Bay, April 25, 1865,
Sir: Tn obedience to orders from Commodore William Radford, com-
manding James River Flotilla (a copy of which is herewith enclosed
marked “A”), 1 have the honor to report that I left IFortress Monroo at

7 a. m, yesterday and arrived here at 10p, m.
Very respectfully, your obediont servant, .

: Ko, T, NICHOLS,
Jommander, U, N, Nuvy.
Hon. GipeEoN WRLLEY,
Seeretary of the Navy.

[Iindorsement.]
Ask whether she requires any repairs; if so, make them at once.

[Enclosuro. ]

A,

U. 8. FLAdgsmr PHLOX,
O Richmond, Va., April 26, 1865,
Sir: Proceed with your vessel to the mouth of the Delaware, where
you. will remain one weck after your arrival, examining and arresting
all suspicious characters and vessels,
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Upon the completlon of this duty, you will proceed up the river to
Philadelphia, reporting upon your arrival to the commandant of the
navy yard and the honorable Secretary of the Navy.

Very respectfully, ete., o
WM. RADFORD,
Commodore, Gomm(mdm(/ James h’wor Flotilla.

Commander H, T\ Nicnowrs, U. S. Navy, ..

Commanding U. S. S, Mendota.

Order of the Seeretary of the Navy to Acting Rear-Admiral Radjord,
U. S. Navy, to make a seleotion of vessels to be retained under his
command,

NAvY DEPARIMENT, April 29, 1865,

Sir: There is nothmg to interfere now with h considerable reduction
of the North Atlantic Blockading Squadron, which must be done as
early as practicable, Tho Departnmnb will allow thirty vessels for
service in the squadron Mld gives you the privilego ot selecting that
number from those now in the squadron, relyino on your judgment
to choose such as are best adapted to the service and can be employed
with tho greatest advantage. Make the selection as soon as you can
and furnish the Department with o list of them, 8o that 1n<3truotions
may be munuliately given as to the (hspoqitmn of’ those remaining,

Be economical in all matters pertaining to the squadron, especially
in the use of fuel, keeping the vessels under steam only wheun absolutely
important or necessary.

Very respectfully,
GIpLEON WELLES,
Secretary of the Navy,

Acting Rear-Admiral Wi, RADFORD,

Commanding North Atlantic Squadron, City Point, Va.

["Pelogrm, }

NAVY DEpARTMENT, April 29, 18675,
You need not gond oft any of the tugs m-dnred to the southern
squadrons.  So advise Captain Berrien,
G. WELLES,
Seeretary of the Navy.
Acting Rear- Adminr Wl WM., RADP ORD,
Commanding North Atlantic ;S'quadum, Hampton Roads.

Report of Rear- Admiral DPorter, U, 8. Nuvy, acknowledging order of
detachment.

WAsHINGTON C11y, May 1, 1865,

Stre: T have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of my (lct'u,hmont
from the command of the North Atlantic Squadron.
Very respectfully, your obediont servant,
DAvib D. PORTER,
; Rear-Admiral,
Hon, GinproN WELLES,
Secretary of the Navy,
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Letter from Rear-Admiral Porter, U, 8.-Navy, to Acting Rewr-Admiral
Radford, transferring his command.

FrAasiir MALVERN,
Navy Yard, Washington, D. 0., May 1, 1865,

ADMIRAL: By direction of the honorable Secretary of the Navy, I
hereby turn over to you the command of the North Atlantic Squadron.

The limits of the command ave comprised between the mouth of the
York River, Virginia, and Little River, North Carolina, including the
sounds and 1‘1vers within,

I return various papers submitted to me for your action, as they
refer to the future,

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
Davip D, PORIER,
, , Rear-Admiral,
Acting Rear-Admiral WILLIAM RADFORD,
Commanding North Atlantic Squadron, City Point, Va.

Report of Acting Bear-Admiral Radford, U, 8. Navy, naming certain
vessels that can be de.spmw‘d u*aih.

U, 8. PLAGSHIP PHLOX,
OfF Fortress Monroe, May 1, 18(;0.

Sir: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of the Department’s
communication of the 29th ultlmo, oontmnmg, instructions with regard to
this squadron, 1 have written to Commander W, H, Macomb (com-
manding distriet of the sounds) for the desired information concerning
the vessels of his division, and, as soon as practicable, will report to
the I)epnrtment the names of tho% vessels whose-services can be dis-
pensed with in the sounds,

The gervices of tho t()llm\'m" vossels can bo dispensed with ut onceo:
DBat, Commodore Mory 18, D r/Iu/hi, Bu/nonm, Wyandotte, Miami, and
Samuel Rotan, The Ononday g« (monitor) requires very extensive repairs,
one of her propellers being broken, These vepairs might be made ab
Norfolk navy yard, should the Department be pleased to deem it advis.
able, The names of other vessels will bo forwarded as rapidly as pos-
gible, until the number of vessels within my command is reduced to the
1'equlred number,

I am, sir, very respectiully, your obedient servant,
W, l\A])l«ORl).
Acting Bear-Admiral, Commanding North Atlantic Squadron.,

l{on. GIDEON WRLLES,
Seeretary of the Navy.



NORTH ATLANTIC BLOCKADING SQUADRON,

Iiist of vessels composing the Noy

Name,

Agawain

.............

Atlanta,ooeeaie., i

Anemono
Arletta

.....

...........

...............
...........

.....

Chicopeo......oyunen.
Commodare Hall ...

(611 J11; A vene
Commodore Morrls ..
Chippowa............
Commodoro Vorry ...
Clinton .ovvvvuinn,
Chas, Phelps
Cohasdot
Dawn........

Dayiight
Delta

........

.............

.............

................

Bolug.oooooiaonn..
Epsflon. . ooooaoaae,

Guttysburg..........
Grandto.c....o.ones,
Glanco....viueeen
Cinmmn
Galena
Huron .. oooveeiueas
Hunohback..........
Hemry Brinker
Hoyt
Henry Janes.........

...............

......

................

Harcourt
losco

Lockwood ...........
Lilnei.... eaerseinans
Lebigh o..oooLi.
Lenapeo ..oo.oiiae,
Monadnock
Monticello

..........

Maumeoco
Massagolt ...........
Mattabesott .. .......
Mortgomery.........

Mavatanza...........
Minmi

...............

..............

.............

Onondaga,
Phlox......

...........

Pequot ............ .

Pawtuxet............
Pontoosue
Poppy oo, i
Pieket Launch No, 5.,

Renshaw

.............

1, 1865,
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‘th Atlantic Blockading Squadron, May

NorTH ATLANTIO SQUADRON,

(iuns, Class, Commanding oflicer.
o . — —
10 Paddle........ Commander A, C, Rhind........
PSerow. ...l Act.Vol Lient. T, J, Wood ward.
4., Ao ....... Aeting Eilai;zil P, (8 Asseraon. .
31 Salling ... Liout, Com. W, C, Wost.........
...... Hulk, sailing. | Acl, Asst. Paymastor G, R,
Watkins, 0o i
e Sorow......... Aoting EnslgnJiBlake ...,
2l...0do., . Aeting Mastor J, GoGreon .. ...
4 1.....do. Aoting Ensign R W, Rowntree.
2| Paddle.. Liout. Com.J. 8. Barnes....,....
10 |.....do . Commander IL N.'IY Arnolid....
6. .do.,ol i Act Vol, Lieut, 11,8, Wetmore. .
2 | Sorow......... Acting Maator . 1T, Toalor....
7 | Bido wheel....; Aeting Mastor 1L Bhighow ...,
6 Sorew.,....... Lieut::Com, I, K, Pofter ;v......
b | Paddle........} Act, Vol Tiout: A, P, Foatoer ...
...... Sorew.. < Aoting Bugign (WL Hndden. .
...... Hulk ... I Acting Ensign W, Otuiwoll.....
11 Serew.. . Aoting Ensign G, B, Gripin.....
4o, Act, Vol, Lieut, ', K. Smith.....
B1..... do ... oo Acting Master H, W, Weolls. ..,
........ o] A Master's Mate W, T Gragy. .
¢ Paadle... .... Aeting Mastor 1, Koysor ......
...... Serow.........| Acting Nnaign C. I8 Russoll., ..
7 Paddlo........ A(ls)lr. Yol. Liout, 8, {Bi] Wash.
urn, o
e Slaop .........] Acting Master' K, Boower ......
14 Serew....... Acting Ensign 11 Whaeoler. . ...
.......... do .. ... Acting Ensl(gu‘ll. 1, Curtig ...
........... do ... Ldout. Cony CoIL:Wells. ... e,
i doa.., Licut. Com. 'L, (). Selfridgo......
71 Paddle........ Liout. J, [P} Fyffe ...,
31 Serow....... Aoting Ensign J, I, Korons. ...
........... do oo Acting Ensign H. B, F'wambly .
...... R T T R G
...... Serow.........| Mato 8. Eldiddgo ,..............
10§ Paddle. ....... Lieut, Com. J. 8. ) Thornton....
3 do .o, Aceting Tnalgn J.C. Greeno ...,
2 Serew. ..., Mato G W, Lano....ovvvvueian,
2o, Liout. Com, A, A, Sommes ......
10 ] Paddle........ Communder 1% S, Phelps . .eau..
4| Serow......... Commander W, Roneliendortt..
(| IR do ........} Act.Vol. Lieut. H. II. Gorringo..
8..... do...ouie Liout. Com. J. Parkor:.......oun
101 Paddle..i..... Commandor R, '’ Ronghaw .. ...
10 ]..... do........ CommanderJ, G, Fobiger.......
_ 6| Serow ........ Aet.Vol, Liout, I, G, Dunu......
6 | Paddlo........ Liout. Com, G, W. Young .......
8lo.... Ao ........ Act, Vol Liout, G, W, (iraves ...
| N PR do ..o, Acting Master IL H, Haynfe. ...
...... Serow oL...cll] Acting Bnsign 1,11 Crandall, ..
12} Paddle ,...... Lieut. G. M, Bacho..o.vo. ... Sea
4 | Serow ..., Liont. Com. I, C. Blnko..........
...... Paddlo........[ Aetiug Master 1L North........
8 | Serow L....... Tient, Com, D, L, Braine ........
10 | Paddle........ Commander J; 11, .‘,l)ait't;; ........
10 {0, do ........ Commandter W, (+, Temple..... :
2| Serew ... Aotlug Ensign W, Clarke.......
1l....do........ Acthig Eusign [J, 1, ] Chapman
Jooedd Schooner,. ... Guoner 1, AL MeDonald .,......

Flagship Phlox, May 1, 1865.

Presentduty or station,

Smimds of North Caro-,
na,
Ordered to Newport
Nows,
Beaufort, N, C.
Do,
Sounds,

Jamos River,

Sounds.

Boaufort,

Hampton Roads, .

Naovy yard (repairing),

Sounds (ordered
north),

Sounds, ..

Chickahominy,

Hampton Roads,

James River,

Navy:-yard,

Norfolk, Va,

Navy.ynrd. .

Guard ship, Bodufort,

I)uo‘r 'l!ottom. James
Rivor

Su\m(la,' North Cavo.

James River, .

Navy yard (m‘mlrln;g)
(Hatteras Inlut).

Chiard ship, sownils,

James River,

Sounds, -

James Rivor,

Navy yard (repafring),

.1 Sounds,

Do,
Do,
Sounds (ovdnance ves.
sol),
Navy yard,
Sounds, oxdored north
tobe solds
Dismal Swamp Canal,
broken down,
James River, -
Hampton Roads,
Wilimington, N, C,
Hampton Roads.
Near Willoughby's
SYSL light.ship,
Richmond,
Sounda,
Do, :
()ruiain%‘ off Liittlo
River, NorthCarolina,
Capo Fear Rivor,
Guardship, Oty Point,
Jamoes River (supply
vessel).,
Sounds,
Washington (Qag.
ship).

James River, }
Acting Roar-Admiral
Rudford’s lagahip,
Navy yard, temporary

ropaira, :
Jamos River.
Hampton Roads,
Orduaunce tug, Norfolk,
SOlll]l;‘ﬂ-
0,
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Listof vessels composing the North Atlantic Blockading Syuadron, May 1, 1865-—Continued,
Name, Guns, Class. Commanding ofticer. Present duty or station,
Reloaso....c.oenvenn. 3 | Sailing Aoting Maater J, Baker ........ Guard ship;Now Tnlet.
Republie ....ooooien. 1| Scerow Acting EnsignJ. W, Bennett...| Capoe Fear River, |
SOHECH . v vevervanurans [ do Lisut, Com, E, K. Owen ......... Navy yard (ordered to
- e Mariguana Pasa).
Santingo de Cuba ....] 11 [ Paddle........| Capt. O,S, Glisson .............. Cruising,
Samuel Rotan........ 6| Sailing ....... Acting Ensign J, W, Willard. .. (h]léli‘(l]&l\ip (tmpton
. o Rt oads), ---
Shamrook..e.oevnn..s 1t | Paddle........ Commander W, H; Macomb..... Soumls.)
Shokokon,........... 61..... (117 SR Act, Vol Lient, ¥, Jossolyn..... Do,
Spuyten Duyvil ... . .. Torpedo boat .| Acting Knsign J, Brennon...... Hampton Roeads,
Saffron coiiioiiiiniadoal., Serew ... ... Acting Ensign H, Mo Pishon. ...} James River,:
SABSAOUB. . everanenns 12 | Paddle........ Lieut, Com J, LiDavis.......... Jhosapealko Bay,
Sangamon ........... 21 Serow ........ Liout, Com, R, Chandler ....... Hampton Roadas,
Tacony ..o vueivonans 12 ! Paddle........ Lieut, Com, W, I\ T'ruxtun ..... New Berne, N, C,
Tristram Shandy ... 4l.....d0 Aoty Vol Lisut, FU M Groen. ... O Cape Honry,
Unfbyivissaeeierenas]eannns Serow Aoting Ensign 11 P, Tlathaway .| Norfolk,
Valloy City.......... 6l....do Aoting MastorJ.A.J, Brooks'..| Sounds,
Wilderness,......... 4 | Paddle. ..| Acting Mastor H. Aroy........ . Do,
Wi alusing ... 4.0 do . .| Liout, Coin K. English, ., ... Do,
Whitehiead ... 41 Serow . Acting Master G W, Barvett . .. Do. .
Wyandotta..... bl.... do Acting Magtor 15, W, White . ...} Elizabeth River,
Young Amoriea 2. .0do Matod, M Gilloy o 0ooiiinnnn... Navy yard (repalring).
Willlam Badger .....}...... Hulk . J Acting Tnsign S.(H Swain...... Beaufort.,
Yantio.......ooounn 6 | Serew Liout. Com, . C. Harrls ....... Capo Fear River,
ZOUAYO voveeivnananan 20.... do Acting Inusign J. L. Hayes...... James River,
Bignonia .vevvennnnn. 3., do ....| Acting Ensign IL, D, Trott,.,...| Navy yard (repairing),

Yery respectfully, ‘
Wi, RADIORD,
Acting Rear- Admiral, Commanding.

Order of the Secrctary of the Navy to Aecting Rear-Admiral Radford,
U. 8. Navy, regarding the disposition of certain vessels of his command.

NAVY DEPARTMENT, May 2, 1865,
SIr: Your No, 2 has been received. 1'or the present keep the Bat at
Hampton Roads ready for sea. Send the .Daylight, Bignonia, Wyan-
dotte, and Samuel Rotun to Now York to be sold, and the AMiami to
Philadelphia, Keep the ironclads in the roads with proper vessels to
tow them until the rebel ironclad-ram Stonewall is disposed of.
Very respectiully, -
G, WELLLS,
Secretary of' the Navy,
Acting Rear-Admiral Wi, RADFORD,
Comdg, North Atlantic Blockading Squadron, off Fortress Monroe.

i

Eeport of Acting Rear-Admiral Rtulr/"ord, U. 8. Navy, regarding the
condition of the U, S, S. Sassacus,

U, 8, 'LAasnIip PHLOX,
Hampton Roads, May 2, 1865,
Sir: I have the honor to report to the Department that the U. S, S,
Sassacus arrived here this morning from the upper part of the bay,
where she had been cruising in obedience to orders. '
Lieutenant-Commander John Lee Davis, commanding the Sussacus,
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reports to me that she requires very extensive repairs. I would there-
fore respectfully recommend that she be detached from this squadron,
[ am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
) WM. RADFORD,
Acting Rear- Admiral, Commanding North Atlantic Squadron,
Hon, GIDEON WELLES,
Secretary of the Navy.

Report of Commander Renshww, U, S, Navy, transmitting report regurding
the condition of the inhabitants of Washington, N, O,

U, 8. 8. MAssAsoIT,
Oy’ New Berne, N. C., May 3, 1865,
Sir: The Henry Brinker was about to start for Plymouth when the
- Holus arrived from Hatteras Inlet, [ thought it better that the Folus
should obey her orders, N B

It appears that the presence of a naval vessel near Little Washing-
ton, N, 0,, is really necessary. The Brinker will return to that place.

I have the honor to enclose you a report from Acting Ensign Kerens,
the substance of which T have made known to Brigadier-General Palmer,
commanding the district. ; , .

The letter to you from the judge-advocate of the court-martial now
gitting at Plymouth, N, C,, and forwarded to me, has been fully com-
plied with, Acting Volunteer Licutenant Wetmore will return it to you,

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
R, "I RENSITAW,
Commander and Senior Officer Present.

Commander W, I, MAcoMB,
Comdyg. Dist. of the Sounds, U. S. S. Shamrock, Plymouth, N. O,

{Enclosuro.)

U, 8. 8. HENRY BRINKER,
= Off New Berney, N. C., May 3, 1865,
Sir: I have the honor to report as follows on the condition of the
inhabitants of Washington, N. C.: o
On my arrival there 1 found great animosity existing bétween the
loyal inhabitants and those who had evacuated previous to the capture
of the place by our forces in 1862, but who have since returned, open-
ing stores and trading under the guise of loyalty. I closed their stores
and found great quantities of cotton stowed away, belonging to unloyal
people, Thomas Myers, a strong sccessionist, who assisted in carrying
off Hatteras light, returned during my stay there with cotton and fur-
niture, As it was landed without my permission, I immediately seized
the cotton, ‘
I am, sir; very réspectfully, yours, -
JAmrg H, KERBNS,
, - Iinsign, Commanding.
Commander R, T, RENSHAW,
Senior Officer, Commanding U, S. S, Massasoit.
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Report of Commander Macomb, U, 8. Navy, regurding the digposition of
the prize steamer Philadelphia.

U. S. S. SHAMROCK,
District of the Sounds of North Oarolina, I’lymouth, May 4, 1865,
Sir: In obedience to orders from Rear-Admiral Porter, I have
ordered a prize master and crew to the steamer Philadelphia, and shall
send her to Washington, D. (., to report to the United States district
judge, i , ,
I enclose duplicate prize list of the steamer Valley City (the captor).
I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
W. H. MAoowms,
Commander, Commanding.

Hon, GIDEON WELLES,
Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D. O,

['T'olegram.)

HAMPTON ROADS, VIRGINIA, May 5, 1865,
The Sassacus left last evening for Philadelphia, in obedience to orders
received by telegraph from the Department,
Wi, RADFORD,
Acting Rear-Admiral,
Ion, (. WELLLS,

{"l'elegram.)

NAVY DEPARIMENT, May 5, 1865,
Can you procure any of the torpedoes made at Richmond inimitation
of pieces of coal? Youn may also find documents or reports touching
rebel naval matters, which we would like, to make up & correct history
of the times, We have the proof that the coal shells were made at

Richmond,
G. V., IYox,
Assistant Secretary,

Major-General H. W, HALLECK, U, 8. Army,
Comdyg. Mil, Div. Virginta and North Carolina, Richmond, V.

['Pelegram,]

‘ NAVY DEPARTMENT, May 6, 1865,
Send the Bat to Washington,
GIDEON WELLES,
- Secretary of the Navy.
Acting Rear-Admiral WM. RADFORD,
Comdyg. North Atlantic Blockading Squadron, Hampton Roads.
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Order of Acting Rea¥-Admiral Radford; U. S. Navy, to Licutenant-
Commander Braine, U. S. Navy, Commanding U. S, S. Pequot, to pro-
ceed to duty in the James River,

NORTH ATLANTIO SQUADRON,
. Flagship Phlox, Hampton Roads, May 7, 1865,
S1R: Proceed with your vessel up the James River to the mouth of
Pagan COreek, where you will remain until further orders, exercising
due vigilauce in the passage of vessels at that point.
Very respectfully, etc.,
Wi RADFORD,
Ac¢ting Rear-Admiral,
Lieutenant-Commander D, L. BRAINI, :
Commanding U, S, 8. Pequol.

Order of the Seorctary of the Navy to Acting Rear-Admival Radford,
U. 8. Navy, regarding the reduction of the force on the coast.

NAVY DEPARTMENT, May 9, 1865,

S1r: Your No. 156 has been received. 'The Alabama, at New York,
has been ordered to procced to Hampton Roads and report to you for
towing purposes. You can use ler in towing disabled vessels, to be
sent to the North, in the process of reducing your squadron,

The disabled vessels may be sent to Philadelphia, Those that can
take care of themselves can go to New York; the most efficient of them
to Boston, ,

The Department is anxious that its instructions for reducing the
force on the coast may be carried out as early as practicable, and that
the present large number of vessols in the sounds may be speedily
reduced to the lowest necessary standard.

Very respectfully, ete.,
G. WELLES,
Seeretary of the Navy.

Acting Rear-Admiral WILLIAM RADFORD,
Jommanding North Atlantic Squadron, Hampton Roads.

Order of the Seeretary of the Navy to Acting Rear-Admiral Radford,U. S.
Navy, regurding the disabled condition of the U, S. 8. Onondaga, and
the expected arrival of the C. S, 8. Columbia at Norfolk, Va.

; NAvY DEPARTMENT, May 9, 1865,
Str: Your No. 10, relative to the disabled condition of the Onondaga,
has been received, The Vanderdilt has gone to Charleston to tow the
ironclad Columbia, captured at that place, to Norfolk, On her deliver-
ing the Oolumbie at Norfolk, direct her to tow the Onondage to
New York.
Very respectfully, ete.,
G. WELLES,
: Secretary of' the Navy.
Acting Rear-Admiral WM, RADFORD,
Comdg, North Atlantio Blockading Squadron, Hampton Roads.
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Report of Submarine Hngincer J[mllojert regarding work performed in
clearing « passage in the James River.

NORFoLK, [VA.|, May 10, 1865

SIr: I have the honor to submlt to you the following rc,port; of the
amount of work performed by me in the clearing of a channel 200 feet
wide from Trent’s Reach to Richmond, in the James River:

At Trent’s Reach I destroyed and 1'emoved b schooners, 2 of which
were loaded with coal also 1 bark, 3 barges.

At Warwick Bar, b ‘whooners, 2 of which were loaded with coal; also
2 barges. -

At Fort D'lrlmg, 9 large stone cribwork, strong framed; 1 iron-hull
gunboat rebel rams Virginia and Richmond, or what port;lom of them
as were in my way; also quite a quantity of p\lmg

Just below Ru,hmoml, a scetion of a bridge, its draw, and 3 stone
cribworks,

At Richmond, demolished and removed alarge portion ot the wrecked
steamer Patrick Henry. ;

1 have also destroyed 12 rebel torpedoes, some of which contained
2,000 pounds powder.

In the performance of this work T prepared and fired 100 submarine
charges of 120 pounds each, using mostly rebel gunpowder taken from
captured forts, Began on the 4th of April and concluded on the 28th
same month, Nineteen working days only were used, employing 1
gteam tug with its crew and my own assistant as help.

All of which is respectfully submitted.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
B, \IAILLE]‘ER'J‘
Submarine Iwu/m(’cr
Acting Rear-Admiral W, RADFORD,
Commanding James River Fleet, etc,

Letter from Colonel IPrankle, U, S, Adrmy, to Commander Macomd, U, 8.
Navy, submitting the claim of ownership of the steamers Cotton Plant
and Fisher, ,

IHIBADQUARTERS, STATION 01" Pr.ymouTi,
Plymouth, N. C., May 10, 1865,

Sir: I have the honor to inform you that the steamers Cotton Plant
and Fishery now at or near Halifax, N, O,, have this day been surren-
dered to me by parties who ¢laim to be the owners thereof, the boats
having been taken from them by the Confederate authorities, as will
more lully appear by the enclosed letter from the owner’s agent, this
day received.

In accordance w1th this surrender, 1 send a party of (,.wah'y and
infantry this evening, who will procced at once to Hamilton or vicinity,
where the boats are to be delivered up to the officer in charge of my
party and brought to Plymouth for settlement of claim of ownership, ete.

My party will endeavor to communicate with Commander Thornton,
on the Romloke, and inform him of the surrender, Will you favor me
by issuing instructions that your officers should permit the passage of
these boats down the viver?

I have the honor to be, sir, very respectfully, yours,
JONES I'RANKLE,
Jolonel Second Massachusetts Artillery, Commanding Station.,

Commander W, II, MAcoms, U, S, Navy,
Jommanding District of the Sounds.
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P, 8.—If you desire to make any suggestions concerning this matter,
please let me have them as soon as possible. I shall be within cavalry
communication of Plymouth,

{Enclosure.}

STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA,
County of Haltfax, May 10, 1865.
CorLoNiL: Having been but recently placed in possession of the
steamboats Cotton Plant, I'isher; and two lighters, my private property,
which have been used by the Confederate authorities contrary to my
desire, 1 take this opportunity of making a formal surrender of said
boats to the United States authorities, subjceet to their decision, laws,
ete. I will have said boats at Hamilton, on Roanoke River, subject to
your orders, on or by next Saturday.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, ete.
M. Mo Amon,
Per J. OL1rroN MosFs,
Agent,
Colonel JONES I'RANKLE,
Commandant Post, Plymouth, N, U.

Order of Licutenant-Commander West, U. S. Navy, to Acting Master
Frost, U. 8. Navy, commanding U, S, 8. Fort Donelson, to proceed in
obedience to orders to the West Gulf Squadron,

Brauvvort, N. G, May 11, 1865,
Sir: The U, 8, S. Dawn will relieve you on picket duty. You will
proceed at once to obey your orders of the 18th April from Commodore
Radford, Should it be necessary, you can touch ut Port Royal, S, C,,
or Key West, Ila,, for supplies or repairs, Your communications to
Commodore Radford and the tender of resignation of sceveral officers
have been received and will be forwarded by to-day’s mail,
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
War, C, WrsT,
Lieutenant-Commander, Commanding Naval Station.
Acting Master G. WV, I'rosr,
Commanding U, 8. 8. Fort Donelson, of)" Beaufort, N, O,

[Telogram.)

NAvyYy DurArTMENT, May 11, 1865,
Send any vessels you may have ready for immediate service, not
exceeding six, to Key West, to report to Acting Rear- Admiral Stribling
to assist in patrolling the coast, so that Jefferson Davis and his party
shall not escape.
G, WELLES,
Seeretary of the Navy.

Acting Rear-Admiral WILLIAMNW RADIFORD
& ’ ey
: Iampton Roads, Virginia,
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[Telegram,)

NORFOLK, [VA.], May 11, 1865,
S1R: Telegram received. Tive vessels, including Muscoota, will be
dispatched immediately,
WM, RADFORD,
Acting Rem -Admiral.
Hon, GIDEON WELLES.

["Pelegram.)

NAVY DEPARTMENY, May 12, 1865.
Adwse the vessels going south that the rebel ram b’lmwwall has
arrived at Nassau,
G. WELLES,
» Secretary of the Navy.
Acting Rear-Admiral WILLIAM RADFORD,
Oomdg. North Atlantic Blockading Squadron, Hampton Roads,

["Pelegram.)

NAVY DEPARTMENT, May 12, 1865,
Sond only two instead of six vessels to Key West. Retain tho
Monticello under orders for special duty until arvival by mail of special
instructions issued this day. ,
G, WELLES,
Seeretary of the Navy.
Acting Rear-Admiral WILLIAM RADFORD,
Comdg. North Atlantic Blockading Squadron, Hampton Roads.

["Tologram,)

I'orTRESS MONROE, VA, May 13, 1865,
Sir: The Monticello has been reached by a telogram, Is here now.
Instructions relative to her not received.
WM, RADFORD,
Aeting lwm -Admiral,
Hon, GG, WErLLES,

["Velogram.]

NAVY DEPARTMENT, May 13, 1865,
Instructions for Monticello not yot issued. They may be by Monday.
Keep her prepared for soa.
. WELLES,
Seeretary of the Navy.
Acting Rear-Admiral WiLLIAM RADrORD,
Oomdg. North Atlantic Blockading Squadron, Hampton Roads,
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Report of Aoting Rear- Admiral Radford, U. 8. Navy, reqarqu orders
issued to various vessels, and roduatwn of the force in the sounds.

FrAcsiIr PHLOY,
Hampton Roads, Virginia, May 15, 1865,

Sir: I have the honor to ucknow]edge the receipt of the Depart-
ment’s communications of the 9th instant. Instructions have been
issued for the Onondage to be in readiness to be towed to New York by
the Vanderbilt,

Orders have Dbeen sent to Commander Macomb to hasten the reduc-
tion of the force now employed in the sounds.

I have sent the Daylight to New York in tow of the Gettysburg; the
latter is ordered to proceed to Boston, The Governor Buckingham left
this morning with the Miami in tow for Philadelphia.

The only vessel in this division of the squadron unable to take care
of herself is the Wyandotte.

I will send her by the first opportunity that ofters,

Very respectfnlly, your obedient servant,
Wi, RADFORD,
; Oommanding North Atlantic Squadron,

Hon, GIDEON WELLES,

Secretary of the Navy.

Order of the commandant, navy-yard, Waslme(/ton, to Acting Master North,
U, 8, Nav Y, wmm(uulm(/ U. 8. 8. Malvern,

COMMANDANT’S OrrIoE, NAVY YARD,
Washington,May 13, 1865,
Sir: Proceed with the U, 8, 8, Malvern to Hampton Roads, and on
your arrival there report to Acting Rear- Admiral Radford,
Resgpectfully,
J. B, MONTGOMERY,
Commandant,
Acting Master H. [H.} NorTH,
Commanding U. 8. 8. Malvern,

{Tolegram.]

NAVY DEvARTMENT, May 15, 1865.
Have the Monadnock ready to sail by to-morrow evening or the fol.
lowing morning; also the donticello and two other gunboats of the
P’equot or Sencea class.
. G. WELLES,
- Secretary of the Navy.
Acting Roar-Admiral WILLIAM RADFORD,
Communding North Atlantic Squadron, Hampton Roads.
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{Telegram,)

HAMPrTON ROADS, VIRGINIA, May 15, 1865,
Sir: Pequot and Clhipperca [are] the only vessels of their class here,
Pequol’s engines broken down. Chippewa and the other vessels will be
1eady,
WM., RADFORD,
Acting Rear- Admiral, Commanding.
Hon, G, WELLES,

['T'elegram. |

FrLAgsHI? MALVERN,
Hampton Roads, May 15, 1865—10:30 p, m.
Will the Quartermaster-Gieneral please forward to commanding officer
[Lieutenant-Commander James Parker] U. 8, S, Mawmee, Drewry’s
Bluffy James River, Virginia:

Proceed with the Maumee immedintely to Hampton Roads,

, o WM, RADFORD,
Aoting Rear- Admiral, Commanding North Atlantic Sqmuhon.

QUARTERMASTHR-GENERAL,
' City Point, Va,

Beport of (Jonmmndar Ronckendorfl, U, S, Navy, namzm/ vessels entitled
to share in prizes consequent on the capture of' Richmond,

~U. 8, 8, MONADNOOK,
]fampion Iwads, Virginia, May 15, 1865,

© 8my: In forwarding the accompanying prize lists of this vessel ¢ at
the time of the capture of Richmond, Va., and the destruction of the
rebel rams in Jumes River, on or about April 2, 18065,” it becomes my
duty to present the lollowmg statement of the pomtlon of this vessel at
that time:

At the tmm of the blowing up o( the rebel ironclads the Monadnock
was lying in Trent’s Reacl, opposite Dutch Gap, James River, The
explosions were distinetly visible from this ship, and so powerful at
this distance as to perceptibly jar the vessel, T was next to Admiral
Porter in command up James River, and at the time in charge of the
ironelads in Trent's Reach, I was tllus senior ofticor in charge of the
torpedo party, in which two of my boats, under Acting Il insign W, B,
Mix, of this ship, were engaged in clearing tho torpedoes out of the
river between Trent’s Reach and Richmond, The ofticers on this duty
were Lieutenant-Commanders R. Chandler, I, M, R'unsay, and .17,
Potter, I followed the party up to Rlclnnond in person in & naval tug.

In my opinion, the following vessels are entitled to share in these
rams, etc., and the other prizes consequent to the capture of Richmond,

viz, Monadnock, Saugus, Sangamon, Atlanta, Lehigh, Onondaga, Maho:
pae, Chippewd, Unadilla, and Casco.
Respectfully,etc., WM, RONCKENDORFYF,
Uommander.
IIon, GiIpEON WELLES,
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List of vessels composing the North Atlantic Blockading Squadron, May

Name.
Agawim ce..ooaa.,

Atlanta.......
Anemone...
Arletta...
Albemarle.,

Alpha
Bello

................

............

RBerberry
Chicopeo

Commodore Hull . ...

Commodore Morris..
Chippewa
Commodore Perry ...

...........

..............

Chas, Phelps ........
Cohassob vouvnennn...

Dawn

Delta
B D) (1

...............

................

............

Tipsilon

Granite +.o.oenveanns |

Glance
Gamma

..............

..............

Galena vo...oo.oiiie,
Huron.,e..oovioeann,
Hunchback...ooo. ...
Honry Brinker ......
Hoyt',
Henry Janes
Harcourt........

..............

.............

Mattabeaott
Montgomery

.........

Muaratanza..........,
Mount Washington..

Martin ......... venen

Malvern vooeveiennnn,
Onondaga.....eu.n.

Phlox...... Ceereeeen

Pequot ......
Pawtuxet..eeeeooanes

Poppys.veaniiiiiins,
Ploket launch No,b..

Renshaw ..ocvvvevenn

...........

................

15, 1865,

(uns. Claas, Commanding ofticer,

10 | Paddle ....... Commander A, C. Rhind........

3 | Sorew .. .| Aet,Vol, Liout, T.J. Woodward.

11...,.do Acting Ensi%n P, C. Asacrson ..

3| Sailing Livut, Com: W, C. West.........

....... Hulk ... Aocting - Agsistant Paymastor
G. R, Watking,

...... Serow .. Aoting EnsignJ, Blake ........
28 P do........ Acting Mastoer J. G, Green .....
4. do Acting Euui%n R. W, Rowntree.

10 | Paddle Commander I, N, I Arnold. ...
61..... do Act. Vol Lieut. H, 8, Wotmore.
2| Serow ... Acting Master 1L H, Fostor....

i S R

i 7| Stde wheel....| Aeting Mastor H, Blugham.....
6 | Serew ........] Liout, Com. I, I, Potter.,.......
5 Paddlo........ Act. Vol, Licut, A, P, Foster. ...

...... Serew ........] Acting Ensigu G, W, Hadden ..

...... Halk .........| Acting Ensign W, Ottiwoll,....

; 1| Serow ........| Acting Enusigi Geo, B, Griflin...

i

RIS ISR [ (R Act. Vol. Liout, T\ E. Smith. ....

i

- c.odo ] Act, Master's Mate W, I, Gragg.
. 4] Paddle....... | Acting Master II, Keyser ......
! :

fveaees] Sorew ........ Aecting Enaign ¢, I', Russell....
fvvveesf SlOOp civniaae Acting Master 15, Boomer.......
| . s :

i 1] Serow ........} Acting Enslgn I, Whoeelor.....

........ cotlo coaaa Acting Enslgn HLUIY Cuartds,....

......... oo e Tdeut, Com, COHL, Wellaoan.., o
i3 PR do...oon Lieut, Gow, ‘1.0, Selfridge. ...
71 Paddle..... oon, Lleuti P Fyfloa. oo
31 Sorew ..., Acting Ensign J. 1. Korens, ...

........... do ...c..o Acting Ensign H. B 'I'wambly .

...... E T 1011 1T ) R R O

...... serew ....euend Mate S, Fldreidge..oooonianili.

10} Paddle........ l Lient, Com.J.[S.] Thoruton. ...

i Boondo ., ' Acthm Enslgn 7., Groeno ...
D} OROTOW eeaesn. Mato G, W Lano coooveia oo,
2. do.ooieas Liout. Com, A, A, Sommes ......

10| Paddle........ Commander I, 8, Phelps........
4 | Serew ...l C Comminder W, Ronckendorft,
0. do.oeeeen Act, Vol, Licut, H, 1L Gorringe.

P do..... oo Liout, Com. J. Parker .. ..., .

10 Paddle........ Commander R, T, Renshaw.....
10 |..... 11 Y ! Commandoer J. G, Feblger ......
6| Serow ........ Act. Vol Liout, 'I. C. Dunn......

t
6 | Paddle........ Liout. Com. G. W, Young........
1].... do........ Acting Mastor 1L, IL Haynie. ...
censes] Sorow ...u..l » Acting Lnsign I I Crandall...
i

12 | Paddlo........ ¢ Acting Mastor ILNorth,protom.
4 | Serow ........" Liont, Com. H.C. Blako .........

...... Paddle........| Actin insign H. 8. Livormoro,

I pro %o’m. S0
8 | Sorow ... .... Lisut. Com, D, L. Braine.........

10 | Paddle........ Commnnder J, I, Spotta....... .
10§,..0d0.une.al. | Commander W, G, Tomplio.eaee.
21 50rew ........ i Acting Ensign W, Clarke.......
1] Serew ....... .\ Acoting Ensign {J. 1,] Chiapiuan.

reeer.l Sohoonor ....." Guuner X, A, MoDonald ........

Sounds, North Caro-

Presont duty oratation.

noye
Hampton Roads.
chll)i'm‘t. N.C.

0,

Norfolk, Va,, eaptured
robel ram raised,

James River.

Sounds, North Caro-

lina;:
Boaiifort, [N, C.).
Norfolk  mnavy
(repairing).
Plymonth, N. 0., under
ordaers to New York,
Norfolk - navy: yard
(ropajra finished),
Chiskahonijny River.
Hampton Roads.
Guard - ship bolow
Riohmond,
Ordered to tow T.ook.
wood through canal,
Norfolk, Va.
Towing coal to Nor-

yard

olk,
Guard 'shlp, Beaufort,

Norfolk (ropairing).
Sounds, North Caro.
lina, ..
Jamos River,
Guard ship, Iatteras
Inlet,
Jamos River,
Sounds, North Caro.
lina,
Nowport Nows.
Ordered to Koy West,
Sounds, North- Care-
lina.
Do.
Do.
Do,
Towing ordnatico
barge to New York,
Sounds, North Cavo.

inn, o
Ordored to Baltimore,
James Rivor, towing.
Hampton: Roads,
Capo Foar Rivor,
Ilnmplt)on Roads,

0,

Ordored to Hamnpton
Ronds,

Sounds, North Caro.
lina.

Do.
Crufsing off Little &iv
or, North Carolina
Capo:Fear Rivoer,
Suw)}y vessol, James

VOr.

Sounds, North Caro.
lina,

Hampton Roads.

Un’dor ordors to New

ork,
Hampton Roads,

Oftf Fort Norfolk.
Hnnﬂ)ton Roads,
0.

Ordnance tug, Norfolk,
Sollimds. North Caro-
na,

Do,
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Vessels composing the North Atlantic Blockading Squadron, May 15, 1865-—Continuned,

Name. (runs, Class, Commanding oflicer.
Roleaso covevernnn.... 3 | Sailing ..
Republic cv.........s 1 | Sorew ..
Sauntlago de Cuba, . 11 | Paddle . .
Samuel Rotan ....... 5 Safling ......, Acting Ensign J, W, Willard ..
Shamrook............ 11+ Paddle........ Jommander W. H, Macomb.....
Shokoken .uveere..... ; Aot, Vol, Lilout. . Joasely 1 cees
Satfron..c.......oo.l, Acting Fusign H. M, Pishon.
Sangamon ........... .| Lieut, Com, R: Chandler....

Tacony,
Tristram Shmldy

.............

-1 Licut; Com, WL, Truxtun. .

.1 Asot.Vol. Lisut, ¥'. M, Greon

Present duty or station,

Guard ship. New Inlet.

..| Capo Fear River.
-{ On-a cruise.

Under orders to New
York.

Sounds, North Carn.

James Rivor,.

. Hmnptou ‘Ronda,

New Berne, N, C,
Off Capo Henry,

Uniteiooieririnnnn, .| Aoting Ensign H, P. Hathaway. Flﬁot ?ﬂgiueor tig,
orfo

Vulley City ..... viaes Acting Master J, A. J, Brooks . !aolll\mla, North Caro.

: nn,

Wilderness.......... 4 | Paddlo........ Acting Master H, Atoy......... Do.

Wyalusing .......... 4., do.eun..s Lieut. Com. E, English.......... Do,

Whitehoad .......... 4 | Scrow ....... Acting Mastor (i, W, Bnrwtt Do,

Wyandotte..... H vdo ..vov...| Acting Mastor E, W, White . A¥aitling tow to Now
ork.

William Badger .....o.... .. Hulk ......... Aetin§ Ensign 8. G, Swain...... Beanfort, N, C.

Young Amerion ..... ¢ Serew ......... Mate J,H.Gllley ........ P N(()nolli ; mwy yard

! repatrin
Yantios..ooooiina.., ‘ hloeaado o, . Lisut, Com, I C, Harris,........ Japo Feay {f{ivor.
0 1TT: S0 SR 2 .0do e Aoting Ensign J, L, Jayes.. Worfollk  navy yard

' (ropalring).

Very respecttully, Wt Bitiaiok
N ), \ D
Acting LRear- Adm iral,

[ O

Report of Acting Rear-Admiral Radford, U, 8. Navy, 1 'equoetnu/ mstmw-
" tions regarding (/uard ship.
FrAaagmp MALVERN,
Hampton Roads, May 16, 1365,
Sir: The Samuel Rotan has been for some time stalioned off' Fortross
Monroe to board and examine the papers of’ vessels entering and depart-
ing from the roads,
I would respectfully ask if the Department considers it necessary for
a guard ship to be retained at that point,
Respectfully, your obedient servant,
‘Wi, RADFORD,
Acting Rear-Admiral, Commanding North Atlantio Squ«dron.

Hon, GIDEON WELLES,
Secrctary of the Navy.,

EReport of Commander Macomb, U, S, Navi', requesting to be relicved from
command of the sounds of Now: th Oarolina.

U, 8. 8, SHAMROUK,
Dist, of the Sounds of N. O., Albemarle Sound, May 17, 4865,
Sue: I would respectfully request to be relieved from tho command
of this district and ordered to take the Shamrook to Now York,
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Ag hostilities with the rebellious States have ceased, there is nothing
further to be done by the Navy in this district, and I have already, by
direction of the admiral, ordered five vessels north,

The Shamrock is a fine vessel and might be used to advantage on
other service. She is.in excellent condition.

Thelare are still two double-enders, the Massasoit and Iosco, in the
sounds,

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
W. H. MAcoms,
Commander, Commanding.

. Hon, GIDEON WELLES, '
Secrctury of the Navy. o

- ('l‘elegl'atu; )
HAamprroN RoADS, May 18, 1865,
Commodore Godon received his orders at 5:456 p. m,, May 16, He

sailed at 9:29 a. m.,, May 17, ' The Monadnock, Monticello, Ohippewa,
and Emma Henry wont with him, The Huron is ordered to join him,
W. RADFORD,
Aeting Rear-Admiral,
Hon. G, WRLLES,

Order of the Seoretary of the Navy to Acting Rear-Admiral Radford,
U. 8. Navy, regarding the reduction of the force under his command,

NAvY DEPARTMENT, May 19, 1865.
Sir: Your letter of the 15th instant, with list of vessels on your
squadron, has been received, ' 'The Pequot should be sent north, the
LPontoosue and Pwwtuaet should be docked, and your squadron should
be reduced immediately, as ordered, .
Very respectfully, ote,,
G, WrLLES,
Secretary of the Navy.

Acting Roar-Admiral WM, RADVORD,
Oomdy., North Atlantio Blockading Squadron, Hampton Roads,

{"Telegram,) .
' ‘U, S, 8, TUSUARORA,
Hampton Roads, Virginia, May 19, 1865,
Sir: 1 have tho honor to réport my arvival oft Ilampton Roads with
the U, 8, 8. Tuscarora at noon of this date, under orders from Oaptain
C, W, Pickering, senior dfficer in ort Royal, a copy of which I forward
and will present & duplicate in person, , o
I loft that port on the 16th inatant at 3:45 p. m,, convoying the trans.
port steamer William , I, Olyde, which vessel has on hoard Jefferson
Dayis, wife, son, and two danghters; Alexander 11, Stephens; O, O, Olay
andlady; William [John 1.] Reagan, late Postmaster-General ; General
Wheeler, and other prisoners of less note.

N W R-—VOL 12 10
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As soon as this is forwarded T will proceed to execute tho balmwe of
my orders, and convoy the Ulyde to W ashington,
I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
JAMES MADISON I‘RAILm,
Commander, U, 8. Navy.
Hon, GIDEON WLLLES '
Secretary of the Navy Yy Washm Jton, I) d.

. ["Eelegram.]

FrAgsHiP MALVERN,
Hampton Roads, May 19, 1865,
I have ordered the Tusoaroia, Oommander Frailey, to Mmain here
with the prisoners until the Dopartmenb is heard from,
WM. RADFORD,
Asting Rear- A(Imwal
Hon. GI1pEON WELLES
Seeretary of the Navy.

['T'elogram, ] -
NAVY DEPARTMENT,
Washington Oity, May 19, 1865.
Direct Commander I‘miley to remain with the Zusearora in convoy of
William Oh/dc. Retain the prisoners in close custody. Allow no one
to communicate with them, Iold them subject to the order of Mujor
General - Halleck or the. Secretary of War, Take every precaution to
prevent rescue or escape,
GIDEON WELLES,
Secretary Navy.
Acting Rear-Admiral WM, RADFORD,
Commanding North Atlantic Squadron, Fortress Monvroe,

S S,

Ovrder of the Scerctary of the Navy to Aoting Rear-Admiral Radford, U, 8.
Navy, regarding guard vessel,

NAVY DEPARTMENT, May 20, 1865,
Sir: You are informed, in answer to your dispatch ot the 16th instant,
No. 28, that a guard vosqel at Fortress Monroe is no long,or oonsidu'ed
necesmry
Very rospevtfn]ly,
(J'q >VV1'4LL]‘|S,
Secretary of the Navy,
- Acting Rear-Admiral WILLIAM RADYFORD,
Oomdy. North Atlantio Blockading Sy pmdron, Hampton Roads,
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Ordcr of the Seoretary of the Navy to Acting Rear-Admiral Radford, U, S
Navy, regarding the U, 8. S. Fort Donelson,

NAVY DEPARTME NT, May y 20, 1865,

. Str: Send the Fort Donelson to Boston to be put out of commission
and sold.
_Very respectfully, etc., -
G. WELLES,
, Secretary of the Navy,
Acting Rear-Admiral Wi, RADFORD.,
Jomdy., North Atlantic Blockading Squadron, Hampton Roads.

{"T'elegram.)

NAVY DEPARTMENT, Waslu‘n(/lon, May 20, 1865,
If any vessel, public or private, sails for Charleston, send word to
Admiral Dahlgren that the Santiago de Cuba will not sml until Thurs-
day, the 26th, instead of Saturday.
' GIDEON WELLES,
Secretary of the Navy.
Oommodore W, RM)FOR])
Commanding North Atlantio Squadron, Hampton Roads.

['I'elogram,)

Forr MoNRroE, May 21, 1865,
‘Tho T'usearora, with prisoners, has sailed for Fort Warren,
The Maumee, with prisoners, has sailed for Fort Delaware,
The Pawturet is ready to convoy the William Olyde. \Vill leave for
Fort MeHenry when prisoners are ready.
W, RADYORD,
A otmg Redr- Admiral,
Hon, GipEON WELLES, \
Secretary of the Navy,

prmt of Acting Rear- /ldmn'al Radford, U, 8, Nary, regarding the dis-
patehing of vessels to the North,

FrAgsmy I\IALVluRN,
Hampton Roads, Virginia, May 21, 1865,

Sir: 1 hzwo the honor to acknowledge the‘receipt of the Depart-
ment’s letter of tho 19th instant,

The necessary orders have been given dispatehing to the North
all vessels in this squadron with the exception of 30 to be retained, 4
tugs, and a few hulks in use as coal and stone vessels,

They will leave as soon as possible, all my orders to that effect hav-
ing been explicit,

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
WM, RADFORD,
Aoting Rear-Admiral, Commanding North Atlantio Squadron,

Hon, GIDEON WHRLLYS,
Seeretary of' the Navy.
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{Telegram. )

7 FORT MONROE, May 22, 1865,

The Rhode Island from Mobile arrived this day with paroled rebel
naval officers; two lieutenants,; others of lower grades, I have turned
them over to provost-marshal, Have sent Ionfoosuc¢ to Washington
with Mr, Harrison, sécretary to Jeff. Davis, per request of General
Halleck.

W. RADKFORD,
Acting Rear- Admiral,
I']OII.‘ (;. WEI:T;F»“

————

Report of Commander Macomb, U. 8. Navy, regarding late Confederate
steamers seized as prize,

U. 8. Piokrr Boar No. 5,
(){) ]Ialz/aa' Roanoke Eiver, North Caroline, May 22, 1865,

I have seized late O. 8. steamers Cotton Plant, I slwr Skirwan, and
Egypt Mills as prizes to the squadron; also a small steumer nearly
finished on the stocks at the rebel navy yard at this place.

The Cotton Plant and Kgypt Mills ave claimed as private property by
citizens of Halifax and elsewhere,

The Ootton Plant 1 am desired to turn over to the U, S, Treasury
purchasing agent, now stationed here, for the purpose of tr nmportmg
_cotton and other produce, until 1 can receive orders or instructions in
relation thereto,

The vessel will bo delivered to the Navy, when required to do 8o by
proper authority.,

This arrangement would both accommodate the views of the Govern-
ment and the citizens residing on and near the Roanoke River, Refer
to my report to admiral,

Very respectfully, your obedienb servant,
W, II, MACOMB,
Oommander, (}r)md(/. I)z.strwt Sounds, North Atlcmtw Squadron.

Hon, GIDEON WELLES
Secretary of the N(wy, Washington, D, C,

Letter from the Secretary of the ’Ir(’asurr/ to the Seeretary of' the Navy,
wqu(’stnu/ the release of vessels seized by Commander Macomb, U. 8.
Navy.

TREASURY DEPARTMENT, May 24, 1865
SIr: I have tho honor to transmit herewith copy of a tolegmm
rcwived at this Departmoent stating that two vessels have been goized
in the wators of North Oarolina, If they wercupon a lawful voyage-—
that is, if they had no contraband of war on board, it is proper they
should bo roleased, and kl] respectfully suggest tlmb an order to that
effect be issued by yom' Department.
I am, respectfully, ,
Seoretary of the T'reasury.
Hon, GInEON WELLES,
Seeretary oj the Navy.
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IEnclosure.—I'elegram.)

TREASURY DEI’ART\IENT
Raleighy N. 0., May 22, 18&)

Oommander Macomb, commanding the sounds in North Oarolina, has
seized the steamers (;oiton Plant and Hgypt Mills at Halifax, on the
Roanoke River, which has entirely suspended all trade and transporta-
tion, DBoth boat‘; are private property, Will you have them: relleved‘
by Secretary Welles that business may go on as usual? There is a
large amount of cotton in the Roanoke River that can be brought to
market the moment the boats are returned to their loyal owners, The
Iisher and Skirwan, seized at the same time, could be very profitably
unployed in transporting cotton for a short time,
A PR1IER LLAWSON,
. - Purchasing Agent jor United States.

Hon, I, M¢CuLLoOCH, '
Secretary of Treasury,

.

pro;t of Aoting Rear-Admiral Radford, U. S. Navy, tr(msmzt{m(/ report
o/ expedition up the Roanoke ]uver and rcques'tm(/ instructions regard-
ing the disposition of property ('apturcd

FrAagsmir MALVERN,
Hampton Roads, Virginia, May 25, 1865,

Sir: I have the honor to enclose herein to the Departmnent u copy of
a letter from Commander Macomb, with its enclosures,

[ would respectfully ask the honorable Sec retary what steps I am to’
take regar( lmg the vessels and cotton therein mentioned as captured,
and also of the property now in our possession at Halifax, N, O,

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
WM., RADFORD,
Acting Rear-Admiral, Commanding Nor(h Atlantio Squadron,

Hon., GineEoN WELLES,
Secretary a/ the Navy.

{ Enoloaura,)
U, 8, 8, SHAMROUK,
O Oroatan Tight, North Curolina, May 18, 1865,

ADMIRAL: I have the honor to enclose herewith the report of a suc-
cessful expedition up the Roanoke River by the Tosco, Valley City, and
pl(,k ot boat No, 5, under ('ommand of Lieutenant-Oommander Ihornton,
of the first-named vessel,

Theso vessels (the captured ones mentioned) were all used by the
rebel Government, though some were seized from privato citizons b
that Goventment. 'The cotton is also rebel proporty, without much
doubt, though claimed by certain 1)arties as private propel'ty. It is
pretty certain that these persons took possession of it on the evacuation
of the rebels from that part of the country,

T most respectfully request instructions as to their disposal,

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
” "W, H, MAcoMB,
Commander, Commanding.,
Aoting Rear-Admiral Wi, RADFORD
Communding Nort/ Atlantic Squadron,

P, 8,—You will sco by the enclosed reports that the late rebel naval
station at Ilalifax is in our possession, 1 shall keep possession there
till further orders.



150 - NORTH ATLANTIC BLOCKADING SQUADRON.

There is a gunboat on the stocks nearly completed and some good
timber in-the yard. I would respectfully request orders in regard to
the above and also the captured cotton. ,

- : : W. H. MAcowmn,
Commander,

[Subenclosures.|
U. 8. 8. losco,
. Hamilton, N, 0., May 14, 1865,

Sir: I have the honor to report that I reached Hamilton early on
Saturday morning, leaving the JTosco at Rainbow with orders to search

© for the smiken guns and to make preparations for raising them, [ have
dragged the river as far as Palmyra, to which point I have this morn-
ing sent the Valley Otty to await the return and assist Captain Brooks
on hiy return with his prizes captured at ldwards IFerry and elséwhere
in that vicinity, the Cotton Dlant, Fisher, Dolly, the engine of Oushing’s
torpedo boat, and another craft of some kind built by the rebels,  Cap-
tain: Brooks hag not reached me as yetb, so [ have no particulars other
than the above, These I received through OCaptain Haskell, adjutant
at Plymouth, Mr, McMahon, Mr. Smith, and Mr, Moses, these latter
gentlemen claiming ownership of Cotton P’lant, They wish to go down
in the Cotton Plantto communicate with you, As Isece noobjections, I
shall give them permission. The detachment of infantry at Hamilton
also wish a passage, which I accord with pleasure, as they are worn
out with vain exertion, As soon ag Captain Brooks arrives I shall for-
ward the prizes to Plymouth, I do not think the Valley City can
‘eross the bar above Palmyra, nor do I think it worth while to dredge
above that place, as I am assured on all hands that torpedoes liave
never. been laid down there, and as I am sure there are nono below, [
am happy to report theriver clear, 1 can find thus far but three guns;
they are sunk under the embrasures from which they were thrown,
The others have launched out into deep water, and if sunk in the mud,
will, T think, never be recovered; if not, the sweeping line may find
them. There werce originally fourteen or fifteen guns of all classes in
the fort; two were burst, one of which was a 32.pounder; one, a
Blakely, carried to Weldon; one 12-pounder, carried away by Captain

. Lee; one 12-pounder, sent to Plymouth; leaving nine or ten in the
river, three of which I think c¢an bo raised. L

The obstructions bhefore Poplar Point are sufficiontly clear for the
passage of any vessel likely to navigate this river, and will wear away
in time, 1 have no need of the cutters unless yon wish to dredge tho
river higher up than I have thought necessary.. I have obtained a flat
of sufficient size with which to raise the gung, and will commence that
work to-morrow.

) - May 15, 18606,

I have succeeded in raising three guns this morning bearing the fol.
lowing marks, viz: One rifle-gun, 6-inch caliber, G, W, 8., 1852; one
smoothbore $2-poundev, 5,622 pounds, J, M, C, Ii,, 1829 ; one smoothbore
12-pounder [illegible], J. R. A, & Co,, 1851, I dragged theriver up and
down and athwart in the attempt to find the other guns, but without
success, If thereure any others, they must be in deep water and under
the mud, in which case it will be impossible to recover them with the
means at our disposal, By close questioning the peoplein this vicinity
in regard to the number of gunsg in the fort I find that the accounts
differ from five to seventeen, 1 have finally come to the conclnsion that
ten guns of all classes batteried the works, five of which wore heavy
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guns, the others light guns mounted on field carriages. Of thie heavy
guns, two (32-pounders) were burst, two I have secured, and the other,
a Blakely rifle, has been carried to Weldon, Of the light guns, one
was taken by Captain Lee when he evacuated, two I have secured, and
the other may be sunk in the river, or may have been carried off for
aught I can tell. The success of Captain Brooks fulfills the require-
ments of your orders,

‘ MAy 16, 1865,
OCaptain Brooks has returned and his report is enclosed. He reports
a large quantity of Confederate cotton stowed away along the banks
of the river, As every duty embraced in mny orders has been fulfilled,
I judge it best to go down in person to communicate with you, leaving
Captain Brooks in c¢harge, with instructions not to permit the cotton to
be removed, I shall use the Cotton Plant for that purpose, and shall
leave early to-morrow morning, bringing Brooks’ flotilla with me.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, -
' JAS. S. THORN1TON,
Lieutenant-Commander, Qommanding losco,
Commander MAcOMB, :

Commanding District Sounds, North Atlantio Squadron.

« _U,8, 8 VALLey Orry,
Hills Ferry, Roanoke River, May 15, 1865,

S1r: In obedience to orders, I took the picket launch No. &, Acting
ngign John II, Chapman, commanding, taking with me Paymaster
J, W, Sands and a detachment of men from thig vessel, and the launch
and crew from tho Josco; also a bout from the IToseo,in charge of Acting
Linsign U, Feilberg, which was to pull up, 1 left this vessol at Wil-
liamston at 6:30 p, m, of Thursday, the 11th instant, and proceeded up
the river to Halifax with.all dispatch, Arrived at Bdwards Ferry at
3 p. m, the next day and captured two steamers, There was but one
man on board, who statod that he was taking care of a small quantity of
corn, One of the steamers was loaded with staves, 1 immediately
took possession, and Mr, Samuel Hawkins, acting third assistant engi-
neerof the launch, after much trouble succeeded in getting steam on-
one of the vessels, In the meantime I pushed on with the launch,
leaving .a guard with the steamer in charge of Mr, Abbot. When about
2 miles from Halifax, discovered another steameor tied up in the bushes-
with a barge u»longsfde. The steamer contained some 30 bags cotton,
3 cases goods, and 6 barrels brandy, which I broke open and threw
overboard in order that the men should not get drunk, There were
three men and o negro on board, I placed Paymaster Sands with five
men in charge and proceeded to Halifax, where I found a small steamer
with no one on board; taking her in tow, I returned to the steamer
below, and set to work getting steam, which was soon accomplished by
My, Hawkins, whon I returned to ldwards Ferry, arriving at 6 a, m,
Saturday, At this Place‘ tho enemy had in operation quite s yard, but
had burned everything but a steam engine and boiler, which I took on
board, At 11 a.m, Mr, Feilberg arrived, having pulled o distance of
about 100 miles, At 4 p, m, started down the river, all but one steam.
ing, On the way down digcovered 23 bales cotton on the river bank
which I took on board. - When about 15 miles from the ferry I stoppe«i
to wood up, and Monday afternoon again started dewn the river and
met the Valley City at Palmyra,
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The steamers found at Edwards Ferry were sald to be the Fisher and
the Hgypt M@lls, the former having been built by the rebels and had
mounted a pivot gun. The one found near Halifax they called the Cot.
ton Plant, which ‘had been in the service of the enemy, but is claimed
by a Mr. McMahon, who has been a rebel agent, and, from what I hear,
a strong disloyal man.

I can not but mention Mr, Sam. Hawkins, ongmeer of the launch, for
his skill and perseverance in getting the steam in running order, and
my thanks are due to Captain Chapman and all the officers who accom-
panied me for their assistance.

- Very respectfully,

- ' [Jonn A.J. BROOKS,]

: Aannq Master,

Report of Acting Rear-Admiral Radford, U. 8. Navy, regarding vessels,

U. S, FLAgsuir MALVERN,
Norfolk Navy Yard, May 29, 1845,

Sir: I have the honor to state that the Onondaga wn]l letwe to-day
in tow of the U, 8, 8, Vanderbilt for New York,

The ironclads Lehigh, Sangamon, and Atlanta have been ordered from
the roads to Norfolk and are now lying off the hospital: the [C. S, 8,]
Columbia is at the navy yard here and will go into dock as soon as the
Mount Vernon is floated out, probably to-morrow.

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
W2, RADFORD,
Acoting Rear-Admiral, North Atlantie Squadron,
G. V. Fox, lsq.,
Acting Seoretary of the Navy, Washington, D, C.

Report of Acting Rear-Admiral Jm(?fm'd U. 8. Navy, enquiring reyard-
ing the U, 8. 8, Tr istram Shandy.

U. 8, FL.AGSHIP MALVERN,
Norfoll: Navy Yard, May 29, 18(;.).
S1r: The Tristram Shandy has returned from lner duties at Oape
Henry.
I rg]spcctfully ask if it be the pleasure of the Department to keep her
in this squadron as a dispatch boat, or if she shall be sent north?
I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
WM, RADFORD,
Aoting Rear- Admiral,
G. V, I'ox, Esq,,
Aoting J Seeretary of the Navy, Washington, D, C,

['Polegram.)
NAVY DRPARTMENT, May 30, 1865,
Major-General Halleck has threo or four prisoners at Iu(,hmond to be

conveyed to I'ort Pulaski, Ga., Communicate with him by telegraph
and take them as he shall request.
G. 'V, IFox,

Acting bu'r ctary,
Acting Rear-Admiral Wu, RADIORD,
Commanding North Atlantic Squadron, Hampton LKoads,
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Instructions of the Acting Secretary of the Navy to Aot.ing Rear-Admiral
Radford, U. 8. Navy, regarding affairs of the squadron.

NORTH ATLANTIC BLOCKADING SQUADRON,

NAVY DEPARTMENT, May 31, 1865,

S1r: Reduce the North Atlantic Squadron to the followmg number
of vessels, with all possible dispatch, viz: Six tug boats, seven other
stefuners, one monitor,

You can have, in addition, such store vessels as may be required in -
connection with this force,

Select the most efficient vessels tor retention and send to the Depart-
ment a list of them, Consult with Captain Berrien and transfer to him
two good tugs, Send all tho other vessels to Philadelphia, New York,
Boston, and Portsmouth, the iron vessels to Philadelphia. You will
always have a vessel ready to go to sea from Hampton Roads, and the
monitor is to spend half her time in fresh water,

Fill up tho vessels that remain as the fixed force of the squadron
with their complement of officers and men, Retain for this purpose
good volunteer officers, o far as possible’ those who wish to continue
a while longer in the service, and send north all other volunteer officers
for the purpose of being mustered out of the service. Of the men send
home those who have the least time to serve, '

In forwarding to the Department o list of the vessels retained send
with it lists of the officers of each and complete muster rolls of their
crows, the latter to the Bureau of Xquipment and Recruiting,

All 1)roperby hitherto bclongin;, to the rebel Naval Department, or
that was under its control, will be taken possession of' by you, and an
account taken, with an estimate of the value thereof, and forwarded to
this Department, If such property is in possession of the U nited States
military forces, make a written request for it, and report your action to
this Department, that the necessary orders 1may be given by the War
Department for its delivery to the Navy,

Economize in the use ot coal, and give directions to all vesqels to
keep steam down, except in an emernency, of which the senior ofticer
shall judge, under directions of communder of the squadron,

The title of the squadron under your oommand will hereafter be the
“North Atlantic Squadron,”

Very respectfully, ete.,
G. V. TI'ox,
Acting Seeretary of the Navy.

Acting Rear-Admiral W, RADpronrn,

Jommanding North Atlantio Sqnadron, Hampton Roads,.

List of vessels composing the North Atlantio Squadron, June 1, 1865,

Name, (huns, Class, Commanding ofiicer. Progont duty or station,
ALRWAM iivnniieees 10 l‘nddlo ........ Commander A, G, Rhind ........ Ilnmpton Roads,
Atlantae.oooiiinen 3| Borow ..eoiens Liout, Com, B, Wilson .......... I\((wv \t‘ml$ Norfolk

ropadrit
Anemono 4 leaies . Acllng Fnalj nA ().Krugo ..... Beautort, N, O,
Avlotta ..., 3 | Sohoonor .| LiouttCom, ., Weat......... Do.
Albomarle covvasivevifonnn Hulk Acting Aanls(mnt I'uwnastor .Soundn, North Cavo-
Q. R, Watkina, e, -
:\l‘nhu ..................... Serow. ......... Aoting Enaign J. Blako......... Hampton Roadlg,
Chicopen. . ovvvennnns 10 | Paddle........ Commander JI, N, 't Arnold .. N?vy (wl“d' Norfolk
ropnirin
Conmodore Morris .. THeeens (1 1) S, Actlng Mastor I, Binghnin..... (‘hiukuhmnlny Rivor,
Commodoro Porry ... b jeeeidoiannen, Act. YVol, Liout, A, P, Fostor ....| James River,
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List of ressels composing the North Atlantio Squadron, June 1, 1865—Continued.

Name,

Charles Phelps.......

(lnuco
Gamma
(GGalenn.........
Huron ...
Henry Brinker.
Harcourt
Insco .u....
Lehigh ....
Lenapeo
Mauwee ..
Massasoft.
Montgomery
Maratanza
Malvern
Pawtuxet............
Pontoosuo ..... vevens
Poppy....... sieses ‘e
Picket Launch No, 5.
Renshaw

...............

.........

......

.............
...........
............
?
.........
...........

.............

Republio:..
Shamrook. .
Sangamot .
Tristram Shand)

Valloy City ...... vees
Wildernods ..........
Whitehead..vovvuons,
Willlam Badger,
Yauntle.,..

.....

Guna,

......

......

......

......

trevere e

g

Claus,

Commanding oflicer.

Present duty or stution.

.........

.....

aendo..
Paddle. ..
SCrow...oo....
Paddle
Sorew
Paddle
HErOW voavuids
Paddle,

.......

.............

Bark...
Serety..
Paddlo.
Serew..
Paddle........

P Sorow.........
i Paddlo

Serew
*Hulk
serow ..., ‘er

........

.........

i Aoting Bnsign H, F, Ciirtis

..., Lieut: Com, I\ 0, Selfridgo ...
...l Acetlng Enslgn 3, HiKerens .

L Aeting Ensign I Miller .....
.| Lient: Com. d, (8.} Thornton .

.....

Acting Ensign W, Ottiwell
Aoting Ensign W, F, Gragg
Acting Mastor H. Koyser oo
Acting Ensign H, Wheeler

.....

Lieut. Conm; . H, Wells .........

Lieut: Comy A AiSommes. ...
Liout. Com, I 8, Phelps.........
Lieut, Com. J, Parker,,iii......
Commander R, ‘1", Renshaw .....
Aot. Vol;Liout, 1N G, Dunns. ...
Lisut. Commandor G, W, Young,
Act, Vol Lieut, (1, W, Gritves ...
Liout.Com, A, V. Reedl (jiro teni.)
Commander W; G. Templo......
Acting Ensign WV, Charke. ... ..
Aoting Ensign(J. H:] Chapman
Gunner. E, Ay MoDonald . .......

...} Acting 'Master J. Baker.,.......

.1 Aoting Ensfgn J. W, Bennett. .
4 Commander W, JI, Macomb., .
.1 Lieut. Com, R, Chandler

......

Act, Vol, Lisut, F', M., Green...

Aoting MasterJ, A, J: Brooks ..
Aoting Mastor HoAroy. . vvuuees
Acting Master G, W. Barrett . ..
Aoting Ensi)zn S G, Swalna ...
Liout. Com, L\ C. Hurrls

IERNERER)

Craney Island coal sta-
tion,
Sounds,
D

D0,
James River.
Sounds,
Newport News,

.| Off Fort Norfolk.
.| Souuida,

.| Hampton Roads.
.| Sounds, =

.| OiY Norfolk, Va.

Cnpe Fear River.
Oftnavy yard, Norfolk,
Sotinds, :
Hampton Roads,
Cape Foar River.
Navy yard, Norfolk,
Hum;ﬂon}{oads.
Do,

Ordnance tug.
Sounda,

Do.
Cape Fear River,

Jo,

A Sounda;

O Fort -Norfolk, Va,
Conveying prisoners to

Fort Pulaski, Ga,
Sounds,

Do.
Beaufort, N. C,
Capo Fear River,

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

‘ WM, RADFORD,
Aoting Rear-Admiral, Commanding Novth Atlantic Squadron,

Reportof Acting Rear-Admiral Radford, U. 8. Navy, giving list of vessels
detached from the North Atlantic Squadron,

Belle,
Berberry,
Dawn,

Commodore Hull,

Oohagset.
Mattabesetf.
Onondaga.
Pequot,
Shokokon,

I nit.
Wyandotte,

.

U, ‘S. S, MALVERN, J-uné 1, 1865,
The following vessels have gone to the North:

Epsilon,
Huncéhbaek.
Hoyt.
Lockwood,
Lilac,

Mount Washington.

Sanuel Rotan,
Tacony,
Wyalusing.
Young America,

The following vessels havo been ordered and are on their way north,
or will leave as soon as some nccessary repairs are completed :

001’(380
Olinton,
Granite,
Henry Janos,

v

+ Martin,
Phlox.
Sadtron, .
Ziouave,
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The foliowing vessels are on detached service under Acting Rear-
Admiral 3. W. Godon: .o '

Monadnock. Ghippewav.
Monticello, Enima Henry,

Three of the five vesséls in Oape Fear River have been ordered.north,
as have all the vessels in the sounds with the exception of nine.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
, ‘ Wi, RADFORD,
Acting Rear-Admiral, Commanding North Atlantic Squadron.
Hon, GIpEON WELLES, '
Secretary of the Navy.

Report of Acting Rear-Admiral Radford, U. 8. Navy, reqgarding the dis.
1 sq » 'l [l s Y ’ ] ) )
position of vessels in the reduction of the squadron under his command,

U, S, I'LAGsHIP MALVERN,
: Hampton Roads, June 2, 1865,

Sir: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your communi-
cation of May 3lst, ultimo, relative to the reduction of the North
Atlantic Squadron, , :

Orders have béen issued to Commander W, H. Macomb to send to
Portsmouth, |N, U.%, Boston, or New York all the vessels of the North
Atlantic Squadron in the sounds except the Shamrock and Josco, third
rates, and the tugs Gamma and Delta; to Lieutenant-Oommander T, S,
Phelps, senior officer, Cape Fear River, ordering all the vessels there
stationed to the above.mentioned ports except the Lenapee; orders to
Captain J, M, Berrien to dispateh all vessels of the North Atlantic
Squadron now repairing at the navy yard, Norfolk, to the same ports
as soon ay they are sufliciently repaired to render’it safe tor them to go
to sea except the Chicopee, which vessel’s repairs will not be completed
for two, weeks, ‘

The Yantie, fourth rate, has been ordered to report to me here,
Upon her arrival, if she be in good repair, the Montgomery, third rate,
will he gent north, :

The Maumee, fourth rate, Lientenant-Commander James Parker, is
at the Norfolk navy yard, and hor commander is gt Richmond attend-
ing to the appraisement, inventory, and shipment of rebel naval stores,
maclinery, ote. 1'he Mawmee needs a new condenser and some repairs
to machinery, She will be sent north as soon as Lieutenant.Commander
Parker finishes the duly with which he has been chiarged, 1t would
give me satisfaction if she could be returned to this squadron, as
Licutenant-Commander Parker is conversant with the dotails of the
seizure of the rebel naval stores, and would be of much service in
finally disposing of all claims to them,

The schooner Arletta, ovdnance schooner at Beaufort, has not been
ordered north, The Arlétta has o small crew, is an economical vessel,
and would be of service, 1 respectfully ask that she may be retained
for the prosent, : ,

I would respectfully recommend that there should bo at least two
vessols for service in the James River—one at Newport News, where we
now have some 3,000 prisoners, the other to patrol the river and afford
protection pnd assistance, if' needed, to the numerous transports navi-
gating the James,
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The squadron, as reduced, will consist of the following vessels:

Numo. Cluss. Station,
Malvern . o.oie.iiiiiaiierennininnaioeecininnaennans Flagship ......... ‘
Shamrock.....ovineiioicniimnenciiaraceneas eieeees Third rate........| Souids of North Carolina,

losco’;: Doy

Leunapee. . Capo Fear River.

Newport News,

On voturn from Fort Puluski,
;| Hampton Roads.

ABAWAI. .ot iieiraieenieniiiannnn.s erreeeas
Tristrain Shandy
Montgomery, or Yantic, when she arrive

I‘{am‘m“'t """" James River and Hampton
'fillwlwe ........... Ronds
pha... . ceie . :

galutmm ....................................... ... Som]n;la of North Carolina.

L) £ R 0.
ADOIMIOND ¢ v it inriiatiiiene e iisaataausioesioe, Beanfort,
a1 12 1 Navy yard.
BHOWULOD veveurivrrnariaaresarinanensenns eeeieen Do.

List of officers and muster rolls will he sent as soon as received.
The Phlox is an unarmed, side-wheel steamer, consuming but 8 tons of
coal per diem, A quantity of ordnance and other stores are to be sent
to Washington, and I will retain the Phlox for this purpose uunless
otherwise directed by the Department.

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
WM., RADFORD,
Acting Kear-Admiral, Commanding North Atlantic Squadron.

G. V. Fox, -
Aoting Secretary of the Nuvy, Washington, D, C,

Order of Aoting Secretary of the Navy to Acting Rear-Admiral Rad-
JSord, U. 8. Navy, requrding the U, 8, S, Tristram Shandy.

, NAVY DEPARTMENT, June 2, 1865,
S1r: Inreply to your letter of the 20th ultimo, the Department
directs that the Zristram Shandy be retained in the North Atlantic
Squadron until further orders,
Very respectfully, :
G, V. TFox,
Acting Secrctary of the Navy,
Acting Rear-Admiral Wi, RADFORD,
Oomdy, North Atlantic Blockading Squadron, Norfolk, Va,

Order of the Aoting Secrctary of the Navy to Acting Rear-Admiral
Radford, U. 8. Nuvy, requrding ironelads,

NAVY DEPARIMENT, June 2, 1864,
Sir: Your dispatch No, 45, of the 29th ultimo, has been received.
Retain one of the ironclads in the squadron, either the Lehigh or the
Sangamon, and send the other two to Philadelphia,
Very respectfully,
- G. V. Fox,
, Acting Secretary of Navy.
Acting Rear-Admiral WM, RADFORD,
Comdy. Norvth Atlantic Blookading Squadron, Norfolk, Va.
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(Telegram.]

NAvY DEPARTMENT, June 3, 1865,
You.can retain Lieutenant-Commander Parker. Send the Maumee
to Philadelphia. Other mutters in your No. 54 approved.
G. V, Fox,
Acting Secretary Navy.,
Acting Rear-Admiral WM, RADFORD,
Commanding North Atlantioc Squadron, Hampton Roads.

Order of the Secretary of the Navy to Acting Rear-Admiral Radford, U. 8.
Navy, to combine the North and South Atlantic Squadrons tn one com-
mand,

NAVY DEPARTMENT, June 9, 1865,

Sir: As soon as the North Atlantic Squadron is reduced to the num-
ber of 'vessels designated in the qrder of thie Department dated May 31,
you will proceed to Port Royal, 8. O,, and in Rear-Admiral Dahlgren’s
absence you will assume command of the Atlantic Squadron, which
will comprise the remaining vessels of the North and South Atlantic
Squadrons, The limits of your command will be from Cape Florida to,
but not including, York River, with headquarters at Port Royal, S, O,
Leave a senior officer in Hampton Roads, to whom the Department
can communicate, and have a dispateh vessel at that anchorage, .

You are authorized to fit up the Tristram Shandy, or any other ves-
sol of your squadron, to be used for the purpose of enabling you to visit’
different stations of your squadron,

A copy of Rear-Admiral Dahlgren’s orders are herewith enclosed,

Very respectfully, :
' GIDEON WELLES
‘ Secretary of the Navy,

Acting Roar- Admiral Wi, RADFORD, ‘

Commanding North Atlantic Squadron, Old Point, Va,

["Lologram.)

NAvY DEPARTMENT, June 16, 1865,
Orders have beon given to land stores of Senect, You may detain
Tuhoma for service in your squadron,
GIDRON WELLES,
Seeretary Navy,
Acting Rear-Admiral Wu, RADFORD,
Oommanding Novth Atlantic Squadron, Hampton Roads,

['Pelogram.)

NAVY DEPARIMENT, June 16, 1865,
Direct the Alabama to tow the Monadnock to Philadelphia.
G. WELLES,
. ‘ , Secretary of Navy.
Acting Rear-Admiral WILLIAM RADFORD, .
Qommanding North Atlantio Squadron, HHampton Roads,
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Letter from the Seoretary of War to the Secretary of the Navy, transmitting
report urging the restriction of further seizure of private property in
North Carolina, , .

‘ WAR DEPARTMENT,

Washington Oity, June 17, 1865,
Sir: I have the honor to invite your attention to the enclosed extract

from a report of Colonel Irankle, commanding at Plymouth, N. O,, and

to the copies of the endorsements made thereon by Gieneral Grant and

General Schofield i1 regard to the importance of arresting the further

geizure of private property by naval commanders on the coast of North

Qarolina,

Your obedient servant, ,
15, M, STANTON,
Secretary of War,
IHHon, GInEON WELLES,
Seoretary of the Navy.

{ Etwl«muﬁ‘o.]

HEADQUARTERS STATION OF PLYMOUTT,
Llymouthy N, C., May 19, 1865,

OArTAIN: * * * 'The order of General Schofield announcing the
cessation of hostilities in this State and proclaiming peace has been
received here and by me published to the citizens with the assuranco,
as by that order secured, of no further molestation of their property,
and' 1 have striven to foster friendly feclings on the part of the citizens
hereabouts, which they are well disposed to. But the Navy, on their
up-river expeditions, scom to have no such notifleation of peave, and are
loading and securing cotton, the property of' private citizens, and such
other genoral property as falls in their way. They arve, of course, sup-
posed by the people to be a cooperative authority with the Army, but
of-what avail is the publication of an order declaring poeace in the
State and protection to the people if their property is takén before thoir
eyos a week or a month aftor tho order is issned? The people do not
understand the distinctive character of the Army and Navy, and are
apt to look for the carrying out of such orders to one branch of the
servico as well as the other., ’

I trust this affair may receive the attention it seems to demand and
that the early action of the authorities may-be had on it,

* * * * ' ¥ * *
I am, eaptain, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
: JONES I"RANKLE,
Oolonel Second Massachusetts Artillery, Commanding.,

Oaptain J, A, JUDSON,
Aoting Adjutant-General, District of Beaufort,

[Endorsements.)

HBADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF NORTH CAROLINA,
' * Raleigh, N, (., June 2, 1865,

Respectfully forwarded to Lieutenant-General Grant, commanding
armies of the United States, ,

It is of importance that the orders to stop seizures of private prop-
erty be complied with, and I request that such orders may be sent naval
commanders on the coast of North Oarolina,

ot J. M, S0n0FI1BLD,
Magor-Qeneral,
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HuADQUARTERS ARMY UNITED STATES, June 12, 1865,
Respectfully forwarded to the Secretary of War, and attention invited
to that part of General Schofield’s endorsemert in which he speaks of
the importance of compliance with the orders to stop seizures of private
property, and requests that such orders may be sent to the naval com-
manders on the coast of North Carolina, ,
U. 8, GRANT,
Ideutenant- General,
Report of Qommander Macomb, U, 8. Navy, advising the tetention of the
vessels Skirwan and Fisher for use in the district of the sounds.

U, 5, 8, SHAMROOK,
Distriot of the Sounds of North Oarolina, Plymouth, June 19, 1865,

ADMIRAL: I have the honor to report the termination of the expedi-
tionup the Roanoke River, under Lisutenant-Oommander Thornton. A
large amount of ex-rebel property has been captured, of which the inven-
tories are not, quite completed yet, but which I will forward in a fow
days. , ,

If you have no objections, 1 will retain the Fisher and Skirwean in this
district, the former to earry supplies from the naval storehouse nt Mew
Berne for vessels in the upper sounds and the latter for a mail and dis-
pateh boat, In consequence of the reduction in the number of the ves-
sels of this district, I have none of light draft and sufcient capacity to
transport stores from New Berne here, ‘

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
W, . MAconn,
Commander, Commanding,
Acting Rear-Admiral W, RADFORD, '
) Commanding North Atlantic Squadyen,

P, 8.—Wae can man theso vessels from the double-enders when it is

necessary to use them, .

Report of Commander Macomb, U, 8, Navy, requesting instructions regard-
ing property seized from shipyard at Edwards FFerry.

U, 8..8, SHAMROOK,
District of the Sounds of North Carolina, Plymouth, June 19, 1865,

ADMIRAL: T have received a communication from Gilbert Klliott &
Co,, owners of the shipyard at Edwards I'erry, who state that that
yard was a privato one, and that the ironclad built there was by con-
tract to tho rebel Government, in proof of which they enclosed me their
contract, which is signed on the part of the rebel Navy Department by
John I Porter, Chief Naval Constructor of the rebel Navy, It follows
from this, thoy state, that the property taken by our naval forees from
that yard, viz, o steam sawmill and some lumber, did not belong to tho
rebel Navy, and therefore are not linble to sefzure,

Will you please inform me what couvse to pursue in this and similar
CABCS.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
W. I, MAoomn,
; . Commander, Commanding,
Acting Rear-Admiral Wnm, RADIORD,
Commanding North Atlantio Squadron,

P, 8,—1I do not consider this claim worth anything; in fact, I think

that this contract would render all the property of this fivm %{r)uflilscg/})le.
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Report of Acting Rear- Admwal Radford, U, 8. Nuwy, transmitting list
of vessels composing the North A tlwntw Squadron,

Fra GSHIP ‘MALVERN,
Norfolk, Va., June 19, 1865,

S1r: I have the honor to enclose herewith the list of vessels compos-
ing the North Atlantic Squadron at this date.
The U, 8. 8. Oeres is at Halifax, N. O,, and will be sent north as soon
as possible,
- Picket launch No. 1 has been lately raised by Commander W, H.
Macomb and will be sent to Norfolk as soon as sufficiently repaired.
The Monticello is under repairs at the Norfolk navy yard, Her piston
rod was bent,
The Zahoma is waiting to be docked.
I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
WM, RADFORD,
, Acting Rear-Admiral,
Hon, GIDEON WiLLES
Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D. O,

[¥nolosiiro.}

Norrn ATLANTIC SQUADRON,
()[} Nor /oIL, June 15, 4865,

Namo, ‘Huna. Class, Comnmndhlg officer, Prosont duty oratation,
AEAWAN ooeveenaanes] 10| Taddlo........ Liont. Com, . L. Franklin,..... Nowport Nows,
Anomono .. 4| Sorow ...... o1 Acting Enal n AL 0, l(nwo Beaufort, N. C.
Arlotta,...... 3 | Schooner...... Lieut. Com, W. (. Wost......... Do,
Albomarlo..ooooovin e, Hulk ...... vee A({tln;if ;\HM l’uynum(or G. R, | Sounda.

. Watkins,
Alph e oeeeneiaiia e, Sorew .o, b Acting Enslpn John Brown ....! Hampton Roads,
Chleopeo .ooouvveen. 10 | Paddlo,....... Commander I, N, &' Arnold ...} Ropairing, lNorl'o
navy yard,
Charles Pholps ......0...... CHalk .., . AO“II[; Ensign W, Ottiwell..... Orr\tn?? Talandt  coal
ata
Dolta covvvviiiiinns P P o Sorow ...l Acting Enslgn W, ¥, Gragg ... %I\‘nulnof North Caro-
Glanco. coveeviiviinns 1.odoa..... .| Acting Ensign 11, Whoolor..... llmuptun Roads,
Gamma ... P PN R | 1 Acting Enaign 1L I, Curtls.....| SBounds,
Harcourt ...... q Aoting Ensign I, Millor . .avnns Hampton Roads,
Tosco ovvvivnnn, Liout, Com, J,[S, 1 Thornton.. ... Sounds,
Lonapue ..., vevenss] Llout, Com, 08, P olpsL. e Capo Foar Rivor.
Malvorn ... oo - Act. Vo, Lieut. (G, W. )(}mvon. Tlagship,
Montlcollo. . Borow ...vov. Au{ Vol. Lient. [H. {1} Gor- | Ropairing, ‘Nm folk
R navy yard,
Phlox,,.... Paddlo........ Aotiug Master I North ....... llnmpto&n Roads,
Pioket lannch: )
}}3:‘1';,,::2,:::::: } 1} Serow ........] Aoting Ensign [J.1.} Chapman.| Sounda.
Renshaw ........... N Schooner .....0 Guunor ¥, A, MceDonald........ Do.
Shamroek ..ol 11| Peaddle. ... ... .+ Commander W, I1. Macomb..... Do,
Sangamon ...... 21 Serew ......... Lneut, Com. R, Chandlor ........ Ropairing, lNor tolk
navy yard,
Bg‘x or (')I‘rlut ram 4 | Paddle...... ... Aot Vol, Liout. 1, M, Greon ... Hmnp)tul\ Ronds,
wndy), :
Wllllmuylmd;,m feeedes] Hulk oeanain, Acting Enaign 5. G, Swaln ... Beaufort, N, C,
Yantlo.covoieiianainn b | Serew ..., Tdeut, Com, T, C. Harrls ... +..{ Hnmpton Roads,

Respectfully, your obedient servant,
WM, RADFORD,
Acting Rear-Admiral,
Hon, GiprwoN Wlur,m'as
Seorctary of the .Navy, Washington, D, O,
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Report of Acting Rear- Admiral Radford, U, S, Navy, transmitting report
of Commander Mucomb, requesting instructions regarding the disposition
of the seized cotton and steamers Qotton Plant and Hgypt Mills,

FLAGsHIP MALVERN,
Norjolk, Va., June 20, 1805,
Sir: I have the honor to transmit herewith a copy of w communica-
tion received from Commander W, II, Macomb, and respectfully ask
instructions as to the disposition to be made of the captured property.
As the cotton is likely to doteriorute by exposure, I would respect-
fully suggest that it bo sold at once, and the proceeds of sale be held
by the Government until it can be seen what cluims, if any, will bs
made upon it, or until it is properly adjndicated.,
I luive the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
Wn. RADIFORD,
Acting Lear- Admiral,
Hon, GInroN WELLES,
Secretury of the Navy, Wuashington, D, O.

[ Enclognrs.|

U. 8, 8. SHAMROUK,
Lamlico Sound, June 12, 1865,

ADMIRAL: I have sent the two steamers, Cotton Plant and Fgypt
Mills, which were captured in the Koanoke River in May, to Norfolk to
report to you, On the latter there is a quantity of cotton, also captured
in the Roanoko, which was formerly in the possession of tho rebel Gov-
ernment, but was geized and carried oft' {from the navy yard at Ialifax
by citizony residing thereabouts in the ovacuation of that place,

The steamers were onco private property, but have been used by the
rebels as transports during the war, Whether they wers purchased or
seized by the rebels from their owners I am unable to say, but they
woro cortainly rebel Government property, I have sent them to you
in order that some disposition may be made of them and the cotton
(especially the cotton) bofore they hecome valueless from exposure and
disuse,

Very respectfully, your obedient sorvant,
W, 1. MAacomn,
Commander, Commanding.

Acting Roar-Admiral Wi, RADFORD, .
Commanding North Atantic Squadron.

Letter from the Secretary of the Navy to Acting Rear-Admiral Radford,
U. 8. Navy, regarding the action of IFrance and Great Britain, in view
of the cessation of" hostilities, .

Navy DrrARTMENT, June 22, 1865,
Sk Information has been communieated to this Department by the

Secratary of State that the Iimperial Govoernment of I'rance hag romoved

all restrictions heretofore imposed by it upon naval intercourse with the

United States, and has withdrawn from the insurgents the charactoer

of belligorents, :

The Government of (ireat Britain also withdraws her concossions,
heretofore made, of o belligerent character from the insurgents, but the
N W R—VOL 12——11
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withdrawal of the tw enty-four hours rule has not been made absolute;
reciprocal measures will e extended to the vessels of that country.

The blockade of the ports and coast of the United States will goon
cease, and with the cessution of hostilities the belligerent right of search
will also ceaso.

. Yery respectfully,
G, WRLLES,
Neeretary of the Navy.,

Acting Rear-Admiral W, RAI)_I«‘ORD,
Jommanding Atlantic Squadron, Old Point, Va,

Reportof Commander Howell, U, S. Navy, forwarding request from Briga-
dier-General Miles, U, S, brmy, for « guard vessel off Norfolk,

U. S, 'LAGsiir MALVERN,

L Hampton Roads, Va, June 22, 1863,
Sikr: In the absence of Acting Rear- Admiral W, Radford, I have the
honor to state that yesterday a letter was received from Buwob Briga-
dier-Goneral N, A Miles, commanding at fortress Monroo, vequesting
that a guard vessel might Le stationed “at the entrance of the harbor
for the purpose of mquimng all vessels arriving after this date from
Southern ports to await an examination by a health officer,” The
U, 8, S, Boxer* was detailed for this duty wmpm'nrily, and 1 would
very respectfully suggest that one of-the bomb schooners, provided
with good boats, would answer all tho requivements of o guard vessel

and be of very littlo oexpenso to the Government,
I have the honor to be, very respeetfully, your obedient servant,
J. G HoweLL,
Commander, U, S, Navy, Senior Officer, Hampton Roads,

Hon, GIDEON WXLLES, ‘
Seeretary of the Navy, Washington, D, O,

Letter from the Scoretary of the N(lm/ to the Seeretary of War, regarding
orders issued forbidding further seizures of property by naval officers.

NAVY DEPARTMENT, June 23, 1865,
Ste: I hiave the honor to acknowledge the ru,mpt of your letter of
the 17th insb:mb, and ity enclosure, and to intorm yon thitt instructions
have been given to arrest further naval expeditions or seizures of prop-
erty by naval oflicers on the coast of North Gavolina,
Very respectiully, ote.,

G, WELLES,
, Seeretary of the Navy,
Hon. E, M, S1'ANTON,
b‘e(:.“ctm y of War,

» 1"onumlv U. .S H ’Irim am Ahamh}.
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Order o/ the S('momo'z/ of the Nawvy to Aotm(/ Rear- Admiral Radford,
U, S Navy, for immediate cessation of seizures of propertyin the .s(mnd.s
of North Carolina,

NAVY DEPARTMENT, June 23, 1865,

Sik: The Department has received the report of (A)lnlnmlulu-
Macomb, dated the 19th instant, forwarded by you to it, announcing
the tel'mumtlou of the expedition up Roanoke River and the enpture of
n large amount of ex-rebel property. It received at the same timo
a cominnication from the Secrctary of War, enclosing a copy of one
from ()olonel IFrankle, beaving emlorsuneuts of Genecrals ‘Schofteld
and Grant, in regard £0 the importance of arvresting the turther seizure
of private 1)1'0})u-ty by naval commanders on the coast of North Qaro.
lina,  The order of General Schofield announeing the cessation of hos.
tilities in North Caroling, proclaiming pence, and assuring tha citizens
{hat chere would be no further molestation of their property, was
received about the middle of May, yvet it would seem that seizures of
property continue to be made,

The Department does not understand what Commander Macomb
means by ex-rebel proporty, The instractions of the Departmont sent
to you on the 3Lst ot May anthorized the seizure ol all propoerty which
lmllnngv(l to the rebel naval service ; not the property of' private indi-
viduals,

There is no m\vesmty for the Navy to make further excursiony or ex-
pe (htlmm. Such ununecessary and impropor seizures a$ those¢indicated
must cease, and you will give immediate instractions accordingly.

Vury respeetfally, vte.,
GinroN Wi LLLS,
Seeretary of the Nawy,

Acting Rear Admiral WILLIAM RADIORD,

Commanding North Atantic Squadron, Hampton Roads,

Order of the Seeretary of the Navy to Acting Rear A(lnuml Radford,
U, 8. Navy, for the abandonment of the naval station in the sounds 0/
North Carolina.

NAVY DErARTMEND, June 24, 1865,
Sir: The sounds of North Garoling as a naval station is to be aban.
doned,  Withdraw all naval vessels and all naval property from those
waters without unneeessary delny.,  Keep at Beunlm‘t, N. O,, & steamer
which can eross the bulkhead and proceed to New Berne, or elsewhere
in-the sonunds in case of emergency.,
Very respectfully, ete,,
G, WL,
Seeretary of the Navy.,
Acting Rear-Admirnl WinniaM RAbrorn,
Commanding North Allantic Squadron, Hampton Roads,

Report of (,o»unanclor llmomb, u. s Nam}, Jorwarding inventory of
property captured from the navy yards on'the R oanoke River,

U. 8. 8, SHAMROUK,
District Sounds, Edenton Buy, June & M, 1865,

ADMIRAL: L send by the Oeres the inventory of captured property
from the navy yards on the Roanoke River,
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There is a steam sawmill at New Berne which was taken from Iidwards
Irerry (I wrote concerning it in my No, 30), which was sent down
hefore the inventory was made out, and therefore was not included. [
have ordered it appraised, and shall forward the report as soon as
received from New Berne,

The Oeres takes to Norfolk the steamer Halifax, which we captured
in the stocks and launched. , v

In this connection I think it iny duty to bring to the notico of the
Department the work performed on this oceasion by Carpenter Mark
W. Paul, U, 8, Navy, who managed, with the small means at his ecom.
mand, to launch this eraft without any injury, though on account of
the low state of the river the vessel was full 30 feet abovo the level of
the water and only o few yards distant from the bank. The ways he
constructed are 200 faet long and vory steep.

Yery rospectfully, your obedient servant, .
W, H, Macoumn,
Commander, Commanding,

Acting Rear- Admiral Wat, RADIORD,

Commanding Novth Adtlantic Squadron,

P, 8,—On board the captured steamer Hgypt Mills there is o quantity
of cotton, a fow bags of sea-island and 99 bales, formerly the property
of the rebel Government (whether naval authorities or not, I do not
know), which should be included in the inventory, but she had been
sent down the river before the inventery had been made out,
’ W. H, M.

Lieport of Commander Howell, U, 8. Navy, regarding the departwre of
the U, 8. 8. Ossipee for Philadelphia.,

IPLAGSIIIP? MALVERN,
Hampton Roads, Virginia, June 27, 1865,
Srr: In tho absence of Acting Roar-Admiral Radford, I have the
honor to report that the U, 8, 8. Ossipee sailed for Philadelphin in tow
of the U, S, S, Yantie, on the aftornoon of June 26 'nstant,
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
J, G, HowxLL,
Commander, Fleet Captain, and Senior Officer,
ITon, GInEoN WELLES,
Seerctary of the Nawy.

Report of Commander Howelly, U1, S, Navy, giving inventory of property
captured in the Roanoke River,

I'LAGSIIP MALVERN,
Hampton Roads, Virginia, June 27, 1865,

SirR: In the absence of Aasting Rear-Admiral William Radford, I
have the honor to enclose herowith an inventory of property captured
in the Roanoke River, by direction ot Commander W, H, Macomb,
Some bags of sea-island and 99 bales of ether cotton ave to be added to
the list, I also enclose the copy of a letter from Commander Macomb,
roferring to the captures.

There is now at tho mavy yard, Norfolk, the following-named cap-
tured proporty: :

Steamer (Jotton Plant, stern wheel; Steamer Iisher, serow propoeller;
steamor Kgypt Mills, screw propeller; one lighter, containing iron plat.
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ing; Halifax, unﬂmshed gunboat; one 6-inch rifle gun;

some bags votton.
The steamer Dolly and one lighter, containing iron plating, were sunk

in the eanal,
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99 bales and

[ have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obediont servant,
J. O, HowurLy,
Commander, Senior Oflicer Present.

Hon, GIDEON WELLES, _
Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D, C.

Order of the Secretary of the Navy to Acting Rear-Admiral hadford
U. S. Navz/, to send captured proper ty to Philadelphia for admdwaimn.

received,

, NAVY DEPARTMENT, June 27, 1865,
Sir: Your letter of the 20th instant (No, 68) and onclosure liave beon

You will have the captured property sent to l’lnhulu]phi&

and delivered to the prize commissioners with a report of the circum-
stunces attending the seizure,
I am, respectfully, your obedient servant,

G, WrRLLES,
Seeretary of the Navy,

Acting Rear-Admiral Wi, RADFORD,
Commanding Novth Atlantic Squa(hon, llumplon Roads,

Liist of vessels composing the Norvth Atlantic Squadron, July 1, 1863,

Name,

Agawam
ANONONO v eveaanrnnnn
Arlotta........ v el

Albemarlo o,

Alpha covinnianiiasn
Chicopos........

Charles Pholps .
Dolta ooovvnniiinen, .

.....

GIANCO. covvnenronanss
Gonmn.,. oo,
Haveonrt . ..
T T

Lenapeo o..ooiiiinad
Malvern ..o, :
PIIOX . coevviiaaenias
P'lekot, Iaunok. No. 6..

Renshaw ...

.......

Shamrook
‘an;;mnon ceees

\\'Hlimn Badgor ..... i
Yauntlo..... Wi

Boxer...ocoeaeiina.,
Tahomp ooovuen .. o]

(funs,

......

..

vesans

------

......

C

Clasn,

Paddle
Sarow
Selooner
Mtk

........

seaser e

Sorow
Paddle ...,

Hnlk ...

........

g
.........

.............

........

.....
.

EERETE t | B P

SOrowW Lvevens

Schooner

Paddle
Berow ..ve..

Hulk
Sorew ...

......

........

Padilo.
BOrew iviiiees

Very respustsfullv,

o Acting Ensign W, Ottlwell

Communding otlicor,

Tdout, Com. € I, Franklin ...

Aoting Lnsign A, O, Kvugo..
Liout, Com, W.C, Weat......
Acting ;\rmtnml’n\'mnutuv (i,
Watkins,
Aotin;z B ualg{n
Commander H

Juo. Brown .
' Arnold

Acting Lnsign W, I, Gragg..
Aoting Enajgn H, Wheelor. ..
Acting Eusign 1L F, Curtia.,
Aoting IwmlFH I Millor..
Liont, Com, J, (8.) 1! hornton |

Liout. Cony; 'L, S, Pholpa........
Act, Vol Liout. (1 W, Graves ...

Acting Mastor I, North .

IR

X
oo

iR,

can

.

Avlln;,r Ensign (7. H,) (‘lmpnmn

Gumsor B, A, MeDonalld

Commandor W, IL Macomb.., .,
.| Liont, Com, R, Chantlor,

.....

Acting Enalgn 8, G, Swain...
Lieut, Com,'L', C. Harrin ...

aee

veely

Aot, Vol. Liout, B M, Green.....
Liout, Com, W, P, MeCami ...,

Presont daty or atation,

Hampton Roads.
lk'mll fort, N, ¢,

Somuln, North
Ina,
Hnm\lton anln.
Ropalring, navy yard,
urfolk
Crangy
atation,
Sounds, North
ling.
Hauipton Ronda,
Sounds, North
Hna,

Caro.

iuluml conl

Caro-

Curo.

.| Hampton Roads,

“amnuln. North  Caro.
.upo l' oar Rivor,
Flagahip, .

Hampton Ronds,

Navy - yard, Norfolk,
orlorod to Philadol-
phia,

Sounds, North Caro.
lina,

Do.

Ro mlrln{‘; nmavy yurd,

orfol

Iwmliort N.C.
l[mn]nton Roada(Philp.
dolphin at presont).

Hmupmu Ronds,
Off Nowport News,

J, O, HOwELL,
Commander and Senior Officer,
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Eeport of Acting Rear- Admival Radford, U. S, Navy, regarding prepura-
tions for departure to Port Royal, S. C.

FrAGSHIP MALVERN,
Hampton Roads, Virginia, July 4, 1865,
Sik: I have the honor to inform the Departmeént that the dock will
be ready for this ship to-morrow, when she will be put in it, The
necessary work will require about three days. As soon after coming
out as possible, I shall proceed to Port Royal, touching at the difterent
stations on the route,
Very respecttully, your obedient servant,
WM., RADFORD,
Acting Rear-Admiral, Commanding Atlantic Squadron,

Hon, GinroN WuLLES,
Seceretary Nary,

Statement of Commander Macomb, U, 8. Nawvy, regarding the seizures made
in the Roanoke River,

U, 8, S, SHAMROOUK,
Dist, of the Sounds of' N, C., Croatun Sound, July 8, 1865,

Sir: 1 have received o copy of n communication from the Depart-
ment to Acting Rear-Admiral Radford in regard to seizures of property
made by the vessels of this distriet on the Roanoke River. T'he prop-
erty referred to in my report ot the 19th June as “ex-rebel property,”
was entirely such as had belonged to the rebel Navy Department, ¢ or
had been under its control,” which 1 had heen direeted by Admiral Rad-
ford, under date of the 2d of June, to take possession ot and forward an
inventory of the same to the Department.  (In this letter the admiral
quotes an extract from a communication from the Department, and
direets me to “conform to the above order as soon as possible,”)  Two
of the vessels seized-—the Cotton Plant and FHgypt Mills-—had beoen
private property, but were taken possession of by the rebels during the
rebellion and used by them up to the time when the rebel forees wero
withdrawn from the vicinity of the Roanoke River, in April last, The
other vessels were all built by the rebel authorities, exeept the picket
boat. No, 7 (Oushing’s), whiclh was captured by them.  The cotton which
was taken had belonged to the rebul authorities, but. on their evacua-
tion was seized by eitizens, who carried it away from the place where
it was stored by the rebels in the rebel navy yard at Halifax, N, (%, 1
was only able to recover a small portion of it.

The property seized at Edwards Ferry (a steam sawmill and some
lumber) belonged to the company (Elliot, Smith & Qo) that had the
contract for building the ironclad ram for the rebel Navy, (The ram
was burned on the ways by the rebels before evacnaiing.)  Tilliot also
built the ram Neuse, on the Neuse River., i ‘

It Colonel Frankle states in his veport (a copy of which is mentioned
as having been referred to the Navy Department) that any of this prop-
erty was })riv’nte and had not been “under the control of the rebel Gov-
ernment,” he makes a misropresentation, ‘ ‘

In rogard to General Schofleld’s order, although that order was issued
about the middle of May and consequontly after my seoizures had been
made, and although those seizures wore in no respect contrary to the
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proclamation contained therein, I would respectfully state that I nover
received a copy and knew nothing about said order until I saw it in the
papers,
Very respecttully, your obedient servant,
W. I, MAcoMs,
Commander, Commanding.
Hon, GipEON WERLLES,
Seerctary Navy.

.

Report of Acting Rear-Admiral Radford, U. S, Napy, reqarding orders
issued,

' Fr.Agsmip MALVERN,
[ Norfolk) Navy Yard, Gosport, Va., July 8, 1865,
S 1 have the honor to inform the Department that I have ordered
Commander Arnold, commanding Ohicopee, to proceed with his vessel,
as soon as ready, to the sounds of North Carolina, and report to Com-
mander Macomb as a rvelief to the Iosco. The latter vessel 1 have
directod Commander Macomb to send to Boston as soon as she is
relieved,
Very respecifully, your obedient servant,
Wi, RADFORD,
Acting Rear-Admiral, Commanding Atlantic Squadron,
Hon, GiproN WELLES,
Seeretary Navy,

Report of Liewtenant-Commander Pavker, U, 8. Navy, regarding the prize
tug Neaboard,

NonrroLk, VA, July 10, 1845,
ADMIRAT,: L have co report that I learned at Richmond that the tug
Seaboard, captured as @ prize by the naval forces ot the James River
Division of the North Atlantic Squadron, of which you were then com.
modore commanding, on the 4th April, 1865, and afterwards sunk, had
been raised by the U, 8, quartermaster at Richmond and sent to this
place for vepaivs, Acting upon your verbal instructions, I have this
day made a written demand apon Brevet Colonel A, P. Blunt, assistant
quartermaster (copy of which is enclosed, ¢ A?) for her,  Brevet Colonel
Blunt informs me that he will havo to refer the matter to Quartermastor-
General M, O, Moeigs,
Very respectiully, your obedient servant,
JAMES PARKER,
Licwtenant- Commander,
Acting Rear-Admiral 'WM., RADIORD,
' Commanding Atlantic Squadron.

{ Enclosure,)

Norrol x, VA, July 10, 1865,
Sir: Acting under orders from Acting Rear- Admiral Willinm Rad.
ford, commanding Atlantic S(}u‘udr(m, T have to request that you will
deliver to me the tug Seaboard, now in your possession,
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This tug was captured as prize on the James River below Riclhimond,
Va.,on the 4th April, 1805, by the United States naval forces, then under
command of Rear-Admiral 1D, D. Porter, B o
~ Inbringing her through the obstructions at Drewry’s Bluff she struck
thereon and was bilged. The officer having her in charge ran her upon
the bank just below the obstructions to prevent her sinking in deep.
water, Arrangemeiits were being made for raising her by the Navy
when the quartermaster at Richmond took possession of her and raised
her, She has since been brought to N orfol}{ for repairs. I understand
that you are about to send the Seaboard to Baltimore for repairy, and 1
have to ask that you delay doing so until the request first above made
shall have been acted upon by the proper authority,

I am, sir, your obedient servant,
JAMES PARKER,
. Tieutenant-Commander, U. 8, Navy.
Brevet-Oolonel A, P, BLunr, '
Assistant Quartermaster, ete,

Report of Acting Rear- Admiral Radford, U. 8. Navy, regarding the dis-
position of vessels late of' North Atlantic Blookading Squadron,

_ ATLANTIO SQUADRON,
U. 8. Flagship Malvern, Novfolk, Va., July 13, 1865,

Sir: Ior the information of the Department I have the honor to
report that 1 have ordered the U. 8, 8, Shamroek to Now York, U, S, 8,
losco to Boston, U, 8, 8, Boyer to Boston, U. 8. 8. Lenapee to Boston,
U, 8. 8. Tahoma to Philadelphin, U, 8,8, Phlox to Baltimore, U, S, tug
Glance to Philadelphin, U, 8, tug Adipha to Baltimore, ;

The tugs Gammae and Delte have been ordered to the sounds of North
Garoling to assist in bringing north the public property there; the Bover
is at presont in the sounds. for the same purpose, _

The vessels within the limits of the late North Atlantic Squadron
will be the Sangamon, ironclad, Lieutenant:Commander R. Chandlor;
Chicopee, third rate, Commander I, N, I, Arnold 3 Agawan, third rate,
Lioutenant-Commander G, I, Franklin (in temporary command); Yantie,
fourth rate, Licutenant-Commander T G, Harris; Harcourt, tug, Act.
ing Tnsign 1. Miller, .

The Agawam will be stationed at Hampton Rowmdy as senior officer’s
vessel, Lieutenant-Commander O. L. Franklin,

Tho Yantic at Hampton Roads, as dispatceh vessel,

The Chicopee at Cape Fear River, to reliove the Lenapee.

The Harcourt, tug, at Hampton Roads,

The Sangamon is at the yard ready for service, On the return of her
commander from leave granted by the Dopartment, I shall, unless other-
wise directed, order her to Qity Point for the benefit of fresh water,

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
WM, RADIFORD,
Acting Rear- Admiral, Commanding Atlantic Squadron,

Honorable GinikoN WELLES, .
Seerctary of the Navy, Washington, 1), O.
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List of vessels composing division of the North Atlantic Squadron, July
15, 1865.

Name, Guns ! Class, Commanding oillcer, Present duty orstation,
Agawam .. 10 | Paddle........ Lieut. Com. Q. L, Franklin ...... Richmond. Va.
Anemone.. 4| Serow (... . Aoting Enaiﬁu AL O, Knige.....| To go north, Beaufort,
Arvlotta.... 3 | Schooner .....; Liout. Com. W, (0, West.........| Beaufort, to go north.
Albemarlo c.oveneiin ot Hulk ,........ Acthlf Analatant Paymaster | Sounds.

(. [R.] Watkins, .
Alpha ceeveaiinnn e Serow ........ I Aoting Ensign John Brown ..., Hanu:%on Roads, to go
: uorth, .
Boxor ..ooovveevinane, 4 | Paddlo........ Act. Vol, Lieut, I8, M. Green ...} Sounds, to go north,
Cheopes covoennnn. 0., do........ Commander H. N, T. Arnold..... Ya'x‘rdt. to go to Beau.
ort,
Charles Pholps ...... [, Hulk ......... i Aotiug Ensign W, Ottiwell.. ... CuIal‘ \'O?aul, Craney
aland,
Delta ...... N Borow ........ Acting Enaign W, ¥, Gragg ....| Sounds, to go north.
Glance voovviinn.n. AR ) PR do .. ... Acting Enslgn M. Whoeler..... llnm]t)]ton Roads, to go
| north
Gamma...... . B R L1 P O T Sounde.'tngonorth.
Harcourt voovovviiiniiiaaidina,, [1 [ PR Aoting Eusign L Millor......... Convoying launoh
» o 0,6,
JO8CO vovrivivnnnnrens 10| Paddle........} Lieut. Cmn.J.l.‘.l'l‘)mrntnn..... Sounds, to go north,
Lonnpen . .oooovvnn. s 10 ... do ... Lieut, Com, TV S, Phislps ........| Cape Foar River,
Malvern..ooooonn, 2. Ao veenn. Act, Vol, Livut. G, W, Graves .| Flagship,
Phlox...ooovnt. Cevans RITTTH IR docveeann Acting Master 1. North..,..... llnnunou Roads, to go
north,
Ronshaw ,....ooeninndoenss, Sahooner ..., Gunnor ¥, A, MoDonald,....,..{ Sounds, to go north,
Shamroek ......o.ees 10} Paddle. ... Commander W, 11, Macomb. ..., Do,
Sangamon ... 2| Segow ..ove.lf Liout, Com, R, Chandler ..., Ysls{ld. to go up Jumes
W o-fe vor,
TAhOMR Lvaverennnnns 4 ... do........ EAout. Com, W, P, MoCamn, ... Ovdered north.
William Badger ... ... Hulk ...l Acting Ensign 8, (1, Swain......| Bonufort,
Yantloooooooiiianin, b Serew ........ ¢ Liout, Com, I G Harrds oo .ues s Dlspnll?hvlonuol,llmnp-
: ; ton Rowds,

Very respectfully, ete., ‘
WM, RADIFORD,
Aoting Rear-Admiral,

{Telegram.]

NAVY DEPARTMENT, July 18, 1865,

Undor the President’s proclamation this Department is anthorized

to take possession of all property that belonged to the rebel Navy

Dopartment. Thore is a lot of timber at Richmond, coming under this

sluss of property, which the naval authorities were directed to remove,

'The special agent of the I'reasury declined to allow its removal, but

the Secerotary of the Treasury will instruet him not to interfere with

you, Pleaso detail a guard to protect the timber until the naval

authorities can remove it.

: GIDRON WELLES,

Seeretary of Navy,

Goneral A, H, TrrRry,
Richmond, Vu,

{'Telogram.}
NAVY DEPARITMENT,
Washington, July 18, 1865,

Take possession of the timber at Richmond that belonged to the rebel
Navy Department, a3 previously ordeced, and in pursuance of the
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proclamation of the President, The Treasyry Department will instruet
the special agent not to interfere with the matter and I have ru;twstod
General ’l‘mry to dotail a gnard to protect the timber until it can be
removed by the Navy.
- GIDEON WELLES,
Secretary of Ilz(' Navy,
Acting Rear-Admiral WinLLiaAM RADFORD,
Commanding Atlantic Sqynadron, Norfolk, Va.

Report of Adeting Rear-Admival Radford, U, 8. Navy, regarding depar-
ture for Port Royal, S. C.

IFLAGSIIP MALVERN,
Hampton Roads, July 19, 1865,

Sti: I have the honor to inform the Departinent that I will sail this
day for Hilton Head, 8, O,, touching at the different ports on my way
south.

I have the honor to be, very 1‘0%])ct'r.(nllv, your obedient sorvant,
WM, l\-Al)l«mw
Acting R oa r-Admiral,
Hon, GIDION WELLES,
Neeretary of the Navy, Washington, D, C,

["Velowram.]
NAVY DREpPARIMENT, July 20, 1865,

The I'r oqi«lvnm proclamation divects the Secrotary of the \Iuvy to
tako possession of all, property l)elmlgm;,, to the Navy l)o]wtment
within certain geographical limits, in which Richmond is ineluded.
Yon are authorized and directed to take possession in the name of the
Sceretary of the Navy of all property at Richmond which belonged to
the rebel Navy l)epmlmvnb and to call on General Terry for a p;um(l
to protect it, 1€ anyono lmlding' such property refuscs to give it up,
report fact by Lologruph, stating’ the person and kind of property,

The Treasiry agent will not withhold naval property on your demand
for it, under the President’s proclamation and the orvders of this
Department,

GIDEON WELLES,
Neevetary of the Navy,
Commander R, T RENSITAW,
Newior Naval Oflicery Richmond, Va,

Ifurnish one copy of the above telegram to Mujor-General Terry,

G, W|BLLEs],
SNeeretary,

Report of Acting Rear-Admival Badford, U7, 8, Navy, transmitting report
of the loss of the U, S, steam ()(mspmi Quinnebuug,

LacGsaer MALVERN,
Beawforty, N O,y July 23, 1863,
Sir: I have the honor to forward herewith to the Department the
roport of Licntenant-Commander W, G, West, in the case of the loss
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of the (I, 8, steam transport Quinnebaug, in crossing the bar at this
place on the morning of the 20th instant,
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
Wi, RADFORD,
Acting Rear- Admiral,
Hon, GinioNn WERLLES,
Seeretary of the Nawy.

{ Bnelosare)

NAVAL STATION, Beaufort, N, (., July 23, 1865,

Str: I have the honor to report thut the transport steamer Quinne-
bang, loaded with troops, lett this povt July 20, 1865, at 7:30 a. m, At
about 8:45 a, m, she struck on the reef oft Shackleford Banks and set
her colors half-mast, union down, The U, S, 8. Corwin, Coast Survey,
which was coaling at the whart at tho time, was ordered and proceeded
inmedintely to the steamer’s assistance,

The following officers of the station volunteered their services and
went out in charge of launches which were taken in tow by the Corwin
and the army tug Goliah, viz.,, Acting Master and Pilot J. P, IPoote,
Gunner Stephen Young, Acting Ensign Samuel (i, Swain, of naval
station; Acting Iinsign A, O, Kruge, and Mate G, W, Briggs, of U, S, 8,
Anemons, these officers taking with them men from the station, (ireat
credit is duoe to these officers and men for their prompt and valuable
services rendered in saving the lives of those on board the Quinnebauy.
Acting Ensign J, Ohadwick, who deserves much credit for his services
rendered while on board the ship Benjemin Adams, at anchor outside,
for the promptness which he manifested to have boats sent from said
ship to render assistance, from which ship Mr, Charles Ireckrall, sec-
ond ofticer, rendered invaluable service in saving life at the time the
stoamer struck, I would also present to your notice Acting Master
R. Platt, commanding U, 8, 8, Corwin, Coast, Survey, and his oflicers
and crew, whose prompt and valuable assistance to the saving of many
lives is worthy of special notice, ; ,

Captain ‘I, |C,) Dunn, Iate in command of U, S, 8, Montgomery,
deserves much praise for his valuable sorvices in doing all in his power
toward saving lifo, ; , ;

Captain J. Cox, harbor master at Morvehead |()ibyl, Captain Tenry
Melvern, of army tug (oliak, and Mr, J, Green, U, S, Army, clerk to
the quartermaster, U, S, Army, did cfilcient service, and desorve much
praise for their services randered, thereby assisting in saving the lives
of those on board, ' , L

To the encrgy and unceasing efforts of these officers and men tho
preservation of the lives of those men is due,  Some twenty-flve lives
weore lost in the panie at the time ot tho steamer first striking,

[ enclose a report from signal officer, Mate L. 1, Lee, of the above
dixaster,

Vory reapectfully, your obedient servant,
: Wi, G, Wrigr,
Commanding Naval Station,

Acting Rear-Admiral Wum, RADFORD,
Commanding Atlantie Squadron,
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heport of Aotm g Rear-Admiral Radford, U, 8. Navy, of arrival at Port
Royal, 8. C.

FrAGsHIP MALVERN,
Port Royal, 8. O., July 25, 1865,
Str: I have the honor to inform the Departinent that I arrived here
to-day in the Malvern from Beaufort, N. C,
I have the honor to be, very 1espe0tfnl]y, your obedient servant,
Wi, RADFORD,
Acting Rear-Addmiral, Conwnanrhn(/ Atlantic Squadron,

Hon, GIDEON WELLES, ‘
Secretary of the Navy, Washington, 1), C.

['Telegram,)
. NAVY DEPARIMENT, July 27, 1865,
Have you carried out the Departmment’s instructions of the 20th
instant to take possession of all rebel property belonging to rebel Navy
Department$ The Department has received no answer to its telegram,
nor has it been advised ot your action, ,
G. WELLES,
; Seceretury of the Navy.,
Commander R. T, RENSHAW, U, S, Navy,
Senior Naval Officer, lmlmw)ul Va,

[‘Pelegram.]

RIOIMOND, July 28, 1865,

Your instructions to take possession of timber belonging to rebel
Navy have been carried out, and will soon be ready to send to Norfolk
navy yard. L have received no other instruction or telegram from the
Department,

R. T\ RENSHAW,
Commander,
Hon, GIDEON WELLES,
Secretary of the Navy,

Report of Acting Rear- Admiral Radford, U. S. Navy, transmitting report
of Lieutenant-Commander Phelps, U. S. Navy, relative to affairs in
Jupe Fear River,
FrAgsinir MALVERN,
]’mtlwyal 8. C., August 3, ]860.

S1r: I have the honor to enclose herewith a copy of a repoxt which
1 have this day received from Lieutenant-Commander I\ S, Phelps,
commanding U. 8, 8. Lenapee, senior officer, Cape. Ifear River, N. C.
The rebel torpedo boat, referred to in the report, will be sent north
in the Hetzel,
I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
Wi, RADFORD,
, Acting Rear-Admiral,
Hon. GIinroN WELLES,
Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D, O,
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{ Enclosure. ]
U. 8. S. LENAPEE,
Wilmington, N. C., July 31, 1865.

SIR I have the honor to acknowled; ge the receipt of your ord(,r dated
26th nmtant, and will 1‘espe(,tfully state that, as there is much here
requiring my personal supervision, I have directed the Donegal to return
to Port Royal.

The presence of an armed vessel in the Oape Fear River is necessary
in consequence of the bitter teeling between the white and black popu-
lation, which may at any time rise into an actual outbreak, but is at
present kept subdued by the knowledge that the means to quell it are
within reach. The crew of the Lenapee is, to a certain extent, accli-
mated, and thus by rctammg her the hazard ot bringing a new crew
into the river at this season will be avoided.

The preliminary party for raising wrecks, etc., in this river arrived
and reported a fow days since.

L have in my charge, at this place, about 200 tons (estimated) of iron
plating, prize of war, which 1 am anxious to ship to Norfolk, but have
been unable to charter a vessel for that purpose.

The Release will be dispatehed, dgecording to your order, as soon as
practicable,

I shall send by her north a quantity of rod iron and iron shafting,
prize of war.

The rebel torpedo boat raised by my orders is at present used by
the surveying party, and will be sent north on the Hetzel unless you
otherwise direct,

I have the honor to be, respectfully, your obedient servant,
Tuos, 8. PUELPS,
Lieutenant- Commander.

Acting Rear-Admiral WiLL1AM RADFoORD, U, S, Navy,
Commanding Atlantic Squadron, Port Royal, S, C.

Abstract log the U. S. S. Malvern, February & to April 14, 1865,

February 5.—~At 9:30 a, m, called all hands to muster, The artillery
ahellmg the rebel intrenchments. At 2:10 p.m. a rebel steamer in
S g,hb crossing the river opposite the light house, supposed to be a ram,
At 2:30 the army transport steamer 8, K. Spaulding arrived from sea.
At 3:30 the rebel steamer recrossed the river and came to again oft' the
light-house. At b5 the rebel steamer proceeded up toward Wlhmngton.

February ¢.—I'rom 8 to meridian the gunboats off Flag Pond Hill
engaged in shelling the woods.

February $,—At4:10 p. m. received on board eight prisoners captured
by Tieutenant Oushing with their muskets, ete. Major-General Scho-
field and Brigadier-General Comstock and staft came on board this
ship; left at 9: 30,

February 9.—¥rom 8 to meridian: Lieutenant Cushing went in at
Itort Anderson under a flag of truce; returned at' 12 meridian, At 1
p. m, sent the nine rebel prisoners captured by Lieutenant Cushing on
shore to Major-General Terry.

February 10,—At 11:15 a. m. the Mackinaw and Lenapee engaged in
shelling the enemy’s works, From meridian to 4 p, m. the Shawmut
ﬁrmgmto the rebel intrenchments. At 1:30 ceased firing and anchored.
At 5:40 the Huron commenced shelling the lett bank to the southward
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of Tort. Anderson, At 6: 10 the Huron ceased fiving, At 9:30 Acting
Master’s Mate Horton with & boat’s crew of 13 men left the ship with
three otlier boats on an o\pe(lltlou ap the river,

February 11.—At 4:10 a, m, Lieutenant Cushing returned on board
from a reconnaissance up the river. At (: 30 the third cutter returned,
as also the other boats froin the Sencca from up Cape Fear River, At
8:30 heard artillery firing on the eastern shore: shelling the woods.
At 10 the Montauk moved up the river and opened fire on IFort Ander-
son, I'rom meridian to 4 p. m,: The Montauk and Mackinaw procéeded
up the river and engaged Ifort Anderson, At 2:30 the Mackinaw
returned to her anchorage; the fort returned tlle fire. Irom 4 to 6 p.m,
the Montauk shelling Fort 'Ander son, At7:20she weighed anchor and
stood down the river, At 7:40 the expedition headed by Oaptain
Cushing left the ship, At 9:30 Fort Anderson opened fire on the boats,
At 10 the expedition returned 1o the ship.

February-13.—At 6:30 p, m, the dummy monitor made fast astern of
us, At 9:30 the dummy monitor was towed down the river and
anchored, the weather being unfavorable for the scheme,  Large fire in
the woods on west bank of the river. Wind at noon, N,, force 2,
weather fair, air 370,

'ebruary jo.wAt, 11 p. m. Lieutenant Cushing left the ship with 15
armed men and the dummy monitor.

Febrnary 16.—At 1 a. m, Lieutenant (;u.slnn{., returned with dummy
monitor and anchored her, At 6:30 a.m. \seveml shots were fired from
FFort Auderson, At 10:30 p, m, Lieatenant Cushing and Acting Mas-
ter’s Mates Horton and Eagan, with second and third cutters and the
Monticello’s barge, left the ship on an expedition up the river. :

February 17.—At 1:30 a, m, the expedition returned to the ship, At
3 p. m. the Ilcna))('u Pawtuaet, Maratunza, and Montank got underway
and stood up toward Fort Anderson, each vessel engaging the fort,
which returned ()lll fire slowly. I*vom 4 to 6 p.m.: During the w lt(']l,
vessels engiged in shelling the fort, the fort replying slowly. At G the
vessels ¢e ased firing, At 11:30 p. m, the dummy monitor was started .
up river in charge of Licutenant W, B, Cushing.

February 18.—At 1:45 a, m, Lieutenant Oushing returned on board.
At S a, m, the bouts returned, after having aiichored the dummy monitor,
At 8:40 a, m, the Mackinaw and monitor Montwuk took their positions
and opened lire on IFort Anderson. At 9:15 the fort returned the flire
slowly. At 10 the Osceole, Pontoosuc, Huron, Sassacus, and Pawtuet
took their positions and opened fire on the fm t. At 11 got underway
and stood farther up the river. At 11:50 came to anchor, Ifrom
meridian to 4 p. m. the gunboats still engaging IFort Anderson. At'1
Admiral Porter wentup the river in picket Jaunch, At 1:30 the unomy
replying quite briskly. At 1:50 the enemy opened fire from the right
bank-oftheriver, At 2 the Admiral returned on board. At 2 opened
fire with our 20-pounder howitzers on the right bank of the river; tired
6 shots, At 3 the enemy ceased lmng At 3:30 the Seneca advaneed
into action. From 4 to 6 p. m.: The Montauk, Sassacus, Mackinaw,
Nyack, and Sencea still eng: tgmg the fort, the fort replying slow]y
From 1 to 8 p. m. gunboats shelling fort ocummmllv At 9:30 p, m,
gunboats ceased firing, At 9:4) Lieutenant Cushing and picket launch
No, i proceeded up the viver on an expedition,

February 19.—At 12:30 a. m, the picket boat returned, the Montauk
ﬁrmg at intervals of ten to twenty minutes., At 6:562 a. m. the Sassacus
opened fire; at 7 a. m, received signal dispatch that Ifort Anderson
had surrendered; at 7 got under way and proceeded up opposite the
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fort, At 7:30 Admiral Porter aiid Fleet Oaptain Breese left.the hhlp,
returned at 8: 205 from 8 to meridian several bouats dn.wgmg for torpe-
“does, At 11 the ]lmon and Pontoosue passed up the rviver dragging
for tmpulow IFrom meridian to 4 p. m. the Unadille proceeded up -
the river; received on board 3 prisoners, At 1 the Osecola, Dawwtuet,
and Mackinaw proc wded up tlie river; at 1:30 got underway and pro-
ceeded up the river; at 2 came to anchor; boats up the river dragging
for torpedoes; rebel battery np(,lw(l fire on them; delivered two torpe-
does to the Monticello. At T p.m. a steamer came up the river with
t:oom and commenced ]amhng., ‘them on the east side of the river. At

: 30 third cutter left the ship in charge ot Acting Master’s Mate Wil-
lmm Horton.

ebruary 20.~—At 1:32 p, m, the Admiral left the ship. Three gun-
boats passed through thie obstructions and. opened fire on both Lanks
of the river; at 3:30 received the news of the capture of Charleston,
S. C. From4 to 6 the gunboats engaged in shelling both banks of the
river; heard heavy volleys of musketry; from 6 to 8 p. m. the fieet still
shelling the battery, At6: 20 Admiral Porter came down the riverand
went on board the transport steamer 8. 1, Spaulding; xt( 30 ceased
firing, At 6:40 the Admiral returned on board.

February 21,—At 8: 50 a, m, weighed anchor and stood u]) to the fleet;
at 9:156 anchored,  One shot was fired from Tort Strong at the dummy
monitor. At 4 p..m. gunboats opencd fire on Fort Strong, fort replying
occasionally, At (G:10 gunboats ceased fiving.

February 22.—From 4 to 8 a. ., several bpats emplnyul tr amsportlng
troop\; at 10: 30 a, ny gob underway and. stood up the river; at 11: 16

came to anchor off Ifor Strong, T'he enemy evacuated all l:h(, works
along the river. At 11:30 the Admiral left the ship; boats from the
fleet engaged (h"\;,gm;, for torpedoes and clearing ()l)hfl uctions from the
1'1ver At 12 meridian all the vessels fired a salute of thirty-five guns,

2:45 p. m, anchored oft Wilmington and fired a salute of twenty-one
guns. At 5:10 James IY, Herschalt, landsman, oue of the crew ol the
Southfield,” who was captured by the rebels, made his escape and
reported hlmst,ll on board this slnp.

ebruary 23.—At 4:20 p, m, left Wilmington, At 6:30 came to
anchor oft' I'ort IMisher,

March 8—At 11 a.m, got underway and proceeded to sea (from Beau-
fort), ;

Mareh 5.—Anchored oft’ the navy-yard, Gosport, Va.

Mareh 17.—At anchor in Hampton Roads.

March 19.—At 10:20 a, m, got underway and pr()u,o(]('d up James
River. At 6 p, m, passed City Point. At 8:40 came to anclior,

Mareh 20.—At 6:10 a. m. weighed anchor and steamed down the
river, the Bat tollowmg with Adwiral Porter on board. At 7:40 came
to nnchm' off .City Point. At 5:45 p. m, Rear Admiral Porter and
Assistant Secretary Fox came on board, IFrom 6 to 8 p.m, Assistant
Secretury T'ox and aids left the ship to tuke passage on the Bat for
Ifortress Monroe, e

Mareh 29.—Lying at anchor oft’ City Point. I'rom 8 to nmridi;mn. At
0:20 a, m, the Commodore Hull came dowir the Appomabt()x River and
proceaded to Bermuda Hundred. At 10 a. ni, Admiral 1), D, Porter and
President A. Lincoln proceeded up the Appomattox River i the barge
in tow of a tug. At 11: 10 the barge came down the Appomattox and
proceeded to Bermunda Hundred, At 11:35 the Presidentand Admiral
returned to the steamer River Queen. At 1:30 p. m, the Adniiral came
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on board. At 3:40 p. m, heavy firing heard in the direction of Peters-
burg, At 10:10 heavy firing heard to the south side of Appomattox
River. At12 mldmght, the firing going on heavily,

April 1.—Heavy firing from 10 to 11 p.m. over City PPoint in a south-
westerly direction. Firing from the north bank of the Appomattox
River,

April 2—At 12:30 a, m, Qolonel Bowers, of General Grant’s Staff,
came on board with dispatches tor Admiral I’orter' an army tug alsn
came alongside with dispatches for the Admiral At12:30 heard heavy
and rapid firing in the direction of Duteh Gap, appment]y from our
fleet. At 1:30 the firing ceased and commenced again at 1:50 in the
direction of Appomattax River. At 2all firing ceased, At 4:10 heard
heavy and rapid artillery firing along our lines, apparently in the
neighborhood of Petersburg. At4: 45 heard heavy volleys of musketry
and artillery in the direction of Dutch Gap. At 9:45 Admiral Porter
left the slnp Heavy firing in the directioy of Petorsburg. At 2:30
p. m, expedition left the tleet composed of all men able to bear ars, to
go on shore., Irom 8 to midnight four gunboats came down the James

- River and anchored off Bermuda Hundred; heavy firing in the direction
of Petersburg,

April 8.—Irom midnight to 4 a. m. heard heavy firing in the direc-
tion of Petersburg, also saw a.large fire in the same direction. At3:15
a heavy explosion took place in the direction of Petersburg, At 4: 36 a
heavy explosion in W. N. W, direction, At 5:25 explosion heard in a
N. W. direction., At 7:30 Captain Adams came on hoard and reported
the evacuation of Richmond. At 9:30 heard a loud exploslonlnN N. W,
direction, At 9:40 received the news of the eva(*udtlon of" Richmond
and the occupation of it by our forces, At 1:20 the Columbia, Wlth
rebel prisoners on board, weighed anchor and proceeded down the river.

April 4,—At 1:30 a. m. the Commodore Morris came down the Appo-
mattox River with a number of pontoons gomg up to Duteh Gap, At
9 the steamer River Queen proceeded up the river with the President
on board, At 10 anchored, waiting for the President, At 10:35 the
River Queen coming up, got underway and proceeded up slowly, Atmnoon
passed Aiken’s La,n(lmg At 1:40 p.m.came to anchor near Fort
Darling. At 4: 30 arrived off the Rocketts and anchored ; fired a salute
of 3b guns,

April 5,—At 10 the Maumee arrived. Major-General Weitzel came
on board. At 11:30 President Lincoln and suite left the ship. Tho
Sussacus arrived. A marine guard of 24 men left the ship as guard to
the President,

April 6—At 11 p. m. Oolonel Bowers came on board with dispatches
for the Admiral.

April 7.—At 8: 30 a. m, the President and Admiral Porter left the
ship. At 8:50 the President’s boat, River Queen, came down the river,

April 10.~Lying ut anchor off Richmond, Va, At 5:40 a. m. all the
vessels of this fleet fired a salute of tblrby -five guns each, in honor of
the capture of the rebel General Robert I. Lec and his entire com-
mand, At7:15 got underway and proceeded down theriver. At11:50
arrived oft City Point and anchored. .

April 14.—At 9 a. m, Admiral D. D. Porter left this ship and hoisted
his tlag on the Tristram Shandy and proceeded down the river. At 10.
quarters for inspection, Captain W, G, Wise turning the ship over to
Lieutenant Bache.
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CONKFHEDHRATLK RETPORTS AWND CORRRSTPONIDHNCHRL '

Order of I'lug-Oflicer Mitchell, C. 8. Navy, to Licutenant Bradford, C. 8.
Navy, regarding picket and patrol boats.

FLAGSHIP VIRGINIA,
James River Squadron, February 2, 1865,

SirR: We have not enough oflicers to establish more than two picket
posts, o ;

As soon as the ice breaks up sufliciently to admit of it, the picket and
patrol boats will perforin their usual service on the river and the shore
pickets will be discontinued.

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, ;
~Joun K, M11To1BLL,
IMag-Officer James River Squadron,

Lieut. Comdg. Wi, L. BRADFORD, Provisional Navy C. S,
Comdg. Naval Shore Batteries, Headquarters Battery Semimes,

-

Letter from .Ii’l(c{/-(j;(]icc;' Mitehell, U. 8. Navy, to Captain Mason, C. S.
Army, regarding the breaking up of ice near Wilton Bridge, J ames River.

FLAGSHIP VIRGINIA,
James River Squadron, February 2, 1865,
CArTAIN: I have just received your note of this morning and beg
leave to state that it will afford me great pleasure to comply, as far as
practicable, with your request in regard to breaking up the ice near
Wilton Bridge. I therefore send the Beawfort, Licutenant Command-
ing J. W, Alexander, with instructions to atlord you every assistance
in his power, and, if necessary, to remain near the bridge to insure its
safety.
I am, very vespectfully, your obedient servant,
JNo. K. MITOHELIL,
o ' Flag-Officer James Kiver Squadron,
Captain CHAS, ', MASON,
C. 8. Engincer Corps, Drewry'’s I3luff.

P. S,—The Roanoke, the only other iron boat in the squadron, is on
the ways undergoing repairs.
J. K. M,,
Ilag- Officer.

Letter from Flag- Oflicer Mitchell, O, 8. Navy, to Acting Master Smith, C. S.
Navy, declining to spare the C. 8. 8, Torpedo from Wilton Bridge.

Fragsniy VIRGINIA,
James River Squadron, February 4, 1865,

Sir: Your application for the Lorpedo has been received, and I regret
that she can not be spared at present, as she is now the only boat in
connection with the Beaufort (that is erippled) that we can use to pro-
teet the Wilton Bridge from ice and to keep open our communication
with the city.

N W R—VOL 12——12
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So soon as she can be spared from this indispensable duty you can
have the usc of her.
1 am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, o
JNo. K. MI1'CHELL,
Flag-Oflicer James River Squadron,

Acting Master P, W, Sariri, Provisional Navy O, 8.,
Chaflin's Bl ).

Order of I'lag-Officer Mitchell, C. S. Navy, to Lieutenant Bradford, O, S,
Navy, commanding naval batteries, James River,

FLAGSHIP VIRGINIA,
James Kiver Squaaron, February 4, 18675,
Sin: On the evenitig of the 1st instant our patrol gunboat was fired
upon by the pickets of the enemy near the Graveyard. , ,
The ice has prevented the usual patrolling of the river, but it will |
probably be resumed to-night, and I would not be surprised if the
enemy should extend his picket firing on our boats below the Grave-
yard and opposite Semmes. ,
It he should, I would be glad if you will give to our boats every sup-
port in your power, ‘
I am, very respecttully, your obedient servant, ,
Jrno, K. MITOHELL,
, Itlag- Ofjicer James River Squadron,

Lieut. Comdg. Wwm, L., BRADFORD, Provisional Navy C. 8.,
Commanding Naval Batteries, James River.

Report of Lieutenant Dunnington, C. 8. Navy, commanding C. 8. 8. Vir-
ginia, giving memorandum of worl required upon that vessel.

0. S. S, VIRGINIA,
James River Squadron, Fobruary 5, 1865,

Sir: I have the honor to submit the following memorandum of work
to be done on this vessel, viz: : ; : o

The iron will have to be taken off on the starboard forward kunuckle,
pieces of timber bedded in and new iron put on, and two pieces of deck
iroh near same place. - A portion of broken iron will have to be taken
off on starboard side of shield near bow gun and reéplaced with new.

The iron will have to be taken olf' for a space of 13 feet on port quar-
ter of shield, a greater part of the woodwork taken out. A new string
piece and new portion of shield putin and ironed and heavily shored up.

Between after port and port quarter port all the iron and woodwork
will have to be taken out and replaced.

On the port quarter below knuckle a number of boltheads are gone.
They will have to be driven in and replaced, v :

On fantail one piece of iron will have to bo taken up, straightened,
and put down again, Some few boltheads are gone. The bolts will
have to be replaced, ; , ’

On shield deck one beam will have to be taken out and replaced with
& new one, Six pieces of iron will have to be put in place of broken
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ones, One piece of deck iron will have to be t.tken up, straightened,
and put-down. A new smokestack and escape pipe from deck up will
be vequired. The top of the pilot house will have to be taken off and
replaced with a new one, owing to its’ lnving., been crushed in, .

On port bow there is o slight leak, which is hardly necessary to notice.

On berth deck there is one beam brol\en which can be strongly \hmul
up and made stronger than it originally was,

Owing to the crushing effect of heavy shot, 1 would recommend the
shoring up of berth deck, ward room, and gun deck, fore and aft, with
heavy shores, 80 as'to throw the strain on all parts equally. Pains can
be taken on gun deck. 80 as not to interfere with the working of guns,

The windlass on berth deck is almost useless, but can with' little work
be made efficent, 1t is important that we should be able to weigh
anchor secure from the enemy’s sharpshooters,

On berth deck the force pumps, intended to use in case of ﬁrc or when
the crew could not go outside of shield, have never been completed. A
very little work would finish them mnd they would be of great use,

While the vessel is undergoing the necessary repairs to be made on
her, she will have & portion of the wood and iron work off forward and
atb, and although she could go into'an action, yet she is not an efficient
ironelad, and to hastén the work and have her efficient before we may
need her services 1 recommend she go as near the navy yard as possible,

Very respectfally,
‘ ‘ ‘ JNO. W, DUNNINGI'ON,
. Lieutenant, Commanding.
Flag-Officer J, K. M1TCHELL,
’ Commanding James River Squadron,

["Felogram.]

. RICGIIMOND,e Felnuary 6, 1865,
(Received Tth.)
Constructor - Porter can complete the new vessel in ninety days.
Machinery is ready at Columbus to suit. 1 do not wish to move it
without reliable assurance that Wilmington will be held long enough
|to complete] the work. Before ordering it on, therefore, please advise
me the chances of our holding Wilmington, \
‘ S, R. MALLORY,
Seeretary oj the Nawy.
General BrAdGa, |
Wilmington.

["T'elegram.)

WILMINGTON, February 8, Jsm.

I hope your p‘unbout will ‘be pushed to cmnplchon. ‘This place will
be held so long as our means enable us. There is no indication of any
movement against it, and our means of defense are improving,

BRA\{'I‘ON BraAca,

Hon. S, R.-MALLORY,

Secretary of the Nevy, Richmond,
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Letter from the Secretary of the Navy to the President, recommending
Commander Wood, 0. N, Navy, for promotion on account of conspicu-
ous gallantry in the capture of the U, S. S. Underwriter.*

CONFEDERATE STATES OF AMERICA,
Navy Department, Richmond, February 7, 1865,
Sir: I deem it but just to the Navy and to Commander Wooll that I
should invite your attention to his gallant exploit in command of the
naval portion of the expedition ngainst New Berne in Iebruary last,
when he cut the Iederal gunboat Underwriter out from under the
enemy’s guns, and to recommend his promotion to the grade of captain
in the Provisional Navy, and of his second in command, Lieutenant
Loyall, to that of commander, in recognition thereof.
I am, respectfully, your obedient servant,
S. R. MALLORY,
Scerctary of the Navy,
The PRESIDENT, -

Order of Flag-Officer Mitchell, C. S. Navy, to the commanding officer of
the guard ship Richmond, regarding the protection for working party
near Graveyard.

, FLAGSHIP VIRGINIA,
James River Squadron, February 8, 1865—9:45 p.m,
A party from Battery Brooke are oxpected, to fell trees on river bank
near Graveyard to-night,  If the enemy open on them the guard ship

(Richmond), the Hampton, and the Nansemond will promptly move to

their protection, o
The guard ship will sce that this order is at once communicated to

the two gunboats named above and keep a bright lookout on the

enemy,
Respecttully, ote.,
* JNo, K/MIToHBLL,
Flay- Officer James Kiver Squadron,

COMMANDING OFFICER, GUARD SHIP RICHMOND,

Ingtructions from Ilag-Oflicer Mitchell, O, S. Navy, to Lieutenant Brad-
Jord, C. 8. Navy, regarding patrol duty.

; FLAGSIIP VIRGINIA,
James River Squadron, February 10, 1865,
Sir: Yours of yesterday’s date, respecting signal between the fleet
and its night picket boats, has been received.,
Our gunboats, while on patrol duty down the river, are governed by
the following articles in my general instructions:

Aigr, 17, They willhe prepuved at nll tines to repeat any siguals that may bo agresd
upou; eithor with giung; rockets, lanterns, or in any other'way, R o

Ant, 18, Allinformation obtained respecting the inovements of* the enoiny will e
comimunicated by signal ov boat, it of sufficientimportance to he immedintoly known
to tho comimanding officer of ths squadron, And the picket boats, by generalinsiruc-
tions for stenn torpedo picko! houtn, article & viz: s » "

“On the discovery of any impertaut movemonts of the énemny, requiring the imme-
dinte movomeint of the squadru» to counteract or opposo t,hom,‘three muskets will
he fired at intervals of abeut (wenty seconds, followed by the discharge of one

rocket.”

“ For cuptitre ol tho U. 8. 8. Underwriter, seo Series I, Volume 9, pp. 439-454.
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I shall be glad to receive from you any suggesbi(ms on the subject
which may contribute to the prompt communication to each other by
night and by day of any important mtelhgence that may be obtained.

Entire reliance should not be placed in guns or lights, which can not
be depended upon in thick weather, the very time when the enemy will
probably make his movements. In such cases boats on water and cou-
riers on land should be used,

On the night of the Sth instant, at the request of the commanding
ofticer of Battery Brooke, I directed the gnard vessel and the patrol
gunboats to protect your party employed in cutting down trees on the
river bank opposite the Graveyard. 'T'he order will be repeated, how-
ever, to keep n bright lookont on the enemy and give you all Bl pro-
tection in their power.

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
JonunN K, Mir¢HuLL,
Flag-Officer James EKiver Squadron.,

Licutenant Commanding W, L. BRADFORD,
Jommanding Naval Batteries, Battery Semamnes, James River,

Appointment of Captain Semmes as vear-admiral, C. N, Navy, for gallant
and meritorious conduet in command of the ¢. S. 8. Alabama,

CONFEDERATE STATES OF AMERICA,
Nawvy Department, Richmond, February 10, 18().).

SIrR: You are hereby informed that the Prewlent has appomted you,
by and with the advice and consentof the Senate, a rear-admiral in the
Provisional Nuvy of the Confederate States of America for gallant and
meritorious conduct in command of the steam sloop Alabama,

You arerequested to signify your aceeptance or nonaceeptance of this
appointment.

S, R, MALLORY,
Neeretary of the Navy.,

Rear-Admiral RAPIIAK:, SEMMES, Provisional Navy C. S.

Appointment of Licutenant Loyall as commander, C. S. Navy, for gallant
and meritorious conduet in the capture of the U. S. S. Underiwriter*

CONFEDERATE STATES OF AMERICA,
Navy Department, Richmond, February 10, 181).).
S1r : You are hereby informed that the Presndunb hasg smpomtvd you,
by and with the advice and consent of the Senate, a commander in the
Provisional Navy of the Uonledu'ute States of Amerim “for gallant and
meritorious conduet as second in command and executive oﬂl(,er of the
naval expedition which, on the night of the Ist of IFebruary, 1864, cut
out from under the gunsot the enemy at New Berne, N. O, the I e(leml
gunboat Undericriter and (loqt.myed her,”?
You are requested to signity your acceptance or nonsiceeptance of this
appointment,
S. R, MALLORY,
Seeretary of the Navy.

()omlmm(lm- BrNramin . P, T.ovaLL, l’mvlmonal N.wv G, S,

*For (mpt,uru of the 1. S h Imlrrwrotm' HEO .Soruw 1 Vohmm a4, pp. 438- 1M
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Order of Flag-Officer Mitehell, C. 8. Nawy, to Lieutenant Arledge, O, S.
Naoy, to assume command of the 0. 8. 8. Beaufort,

FLAGSHIP VIRGINIA,
James River Squadron, February 19, 1865,
Sm You are hereby detached from the C. S.ironclad Fredericksbury,
and will assume the temporary command of the O. S, gunboat Beau-
Jort during the absence of Lieutenant J. W, Alexander, who has been
sent to the hospital.
I am, very respectfully, your obedient ser V(mt
Jno, K. MI'l‘OHIuLL,
Flag-Officer James River Squadron,

l'llht} Lieutenant G, H. ARLEDGE, Provisional Navy O. 8.,
0. S, Ironclad Frederickshury.

Leport of Flag-Oflicer Mitchell, 0. S. Navy, regarding assignments of
officers.

FLAGSHIP VIRGINIA,
James River Squadron, Februwry 12, 1865,

Ste: In reply to your letter of the 10th mstamt I have to htate that
Lieutenant Littlepage reported for duty in the squadron and was
assigned to the Virginia on the 25th ultimo.

I would also state, for the information of the Department, that Tieu-
tenant Dalton 1'01)01'ted on the 7th instant, and has been assigned to
the command of the Richmond during the absence from 'sickness of
Commander Kell,

I have this day detached Lieutenant Arledge tempomrily from the
Fredericksburg and ordered him to assume command of the Beawfort
during the absence of Licutenant Commanding Alexander, who has
been sent to the hospital. 1 have also directed Lieutenant qkinner of
the Fredericksburg, to report to Lieutenant Commanding Dunnmgton
for temporary duty on board of the Virginic.

[ am, very resp(*(,ttully, your obedient servant,
Jno, K. .\lvrom-*,LL,
Flag-Oflicer James River Squadron,

Captain S. 8. LeE, C. S. Navy,
Ofice of Orders and Detail, O, S. Navy Depl., R whmmul V.

Order of Flayg- ()t]wc; Mitehell, C. S, N(wa/, to Commander Rootes, (. S,
Nwm/, regarding « transfer to the naval station at Halifax, N. €.

FLAGSHIP VIRGINIA,
‘ James River r Squadron, February 13,1865,
SIk: You w111 bo pleased to transfer W, B. Mangum, attached to the
Fredericksburg, under your command, with his accounts, to the naval
station at ”dllfdx, N. C., and order him to report to Captain James W.
Cooke, commanding, ~
He should be furnished with rahona for the trip.
| am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
JNo. K. MIT'CHELL,
Flay- ()(Iwor James River Squadron,

(‘()mnmndor Thos, R, I%O()’l‘]«,s, Provisional Navy C. S,,
Commanding C. N, Ironclad Frederickshury,
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Order of Flag-Officer Mitehell, C, S. Navy, to Tdeutenant Bradjord a. S
Navj, regarding signals. ,

FLAGSHIP VIRGINIA,
James River Squadron, February 15, 1865,

Sm. The signals proposed in your communication of the 1()th instant,
to give notice of certain advance movements of the enemy, meet my
‘L])[)I‘Ol)ﬂ,l,l()ll, and 1 will at onee adopt them for our patrol gunboats,
picket boats, and shore picket stations.

As the former only have cannon, the picket ‘hoats and pu,ket. stations
will have to use musketry m.stead

[ am, very ruspucttnlly. your obedient servant,
Jvo, K. Ml’l‘(‘IILLL,
Flag-Officer James River Squadron,

Lieut, Gomdg, Wi. L. BrADFORD, Provisional Navy O. S,
Comdg. Naval Shore Batteri ies, Hdqgs, Battery Semmes,

Order of 11’1(151.(21)100)‘ Mitehell, C, S. Navy, to Licutenant Arledge, C. S,
Navy, regarding the transfer of « sailor to the C. S, ram Neuse.

o FLAGSHIP VIRGINIA,

James River Squadron, February 15, 1865,

S1R: You will be pleased to transfer B, I, Phillips, ordinary seaman,
with his accounts, from the steamer Beaufort, under your command, to
the steamer Neuse, near Kinston, N, ., and order him to report to the
commanding officer of the Neuse.

He should be furnished with rations for the trip,

[ am, very respectfully, your obediont servant,
Jno, K. MI’l‘Ol[ELL,

Ilag-Officer James River Squadron,

Lieut. Comdg. G. H, ARLEDGE, Provisional Navy C, 8., .
Steamer Beaufort,

Order of the Secrelary of the Nuvy to Rear- Admiral Semmes, 0. S. Navy,
to assume command of the James River Squadron,

OFFICE OF ORDERS AND DETAIL,
0. 8. Navy Department, Richmond, February 15, 1865,

SiR: You will be pleased to assume (,ommmld of the James River
Squadron, relieving Flag Ofticer Jno. K. Mitchell, Provisional Navy
C. 8., detached.

By command of the Sec¢retary of the Navy:

I am, very respe(,ttully, your obedient servant,
S, 8. LEE,
Captain in Oharqe.

Rear-Admiral RAPHAEL SemMmus, Provisional Navy O, 8,
Commanding, ete., Itwlcmond Va,
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Report of Flag-Officer Mitchell, C. 8. Navy, giving information regarding
"~ torpedoes placed by the enemy In James River,

FLAGSHIP VIRGINIA,
James River Squadron, February 17, 1865,
Str: From statements made to me by the master of the-flag-of-truce-
boat Allison and by Pilot Moore, who was on board in charge of her,
there is reason to belicve that the enemy has placed torpedoes in the
river just below Oox’s Landing, -
I shall communicate this information to my successor, Rear-Admiral
Semmes, o1l being relieved by him.
I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
JNo. K, MITCUELL,
Flag-Officer James River Squadron.,

Hon, S. R, MALLORY,
Seerctary of the Navy, Richmond Va.

General order of Wlag-Officer Mitchell, C. S, Nawvy, on relinquishing com-
. -t » Y S Yy {
mand of the James River Squadron.

GENERAL ORDERS, ' C. 8. FLAGSHIP VIRGINIA,
James River Squadron, Ohafliin’s Blugf,
No. 24, February 18, 1865,

By order of the Navy Department [ shall transfer to-day the com-
mand of the squadron to Rear-Admiral Raphael Semimes, Provisional
Navy Confederate States,

My successor comes with a reputation that I trust will inspire every

one with & confidence of success which it has not been the fortune of
the squadron-to achieve under my command, ,

In taking leave, I return my thanks to the officers and men for the
support I have received from them, and, with the assurance that I
shall rejoice inany good fortune that may attend them under another
Teader, T bid all & sincere farewell, ' ,

I desire that the above may, on its receipt, be read at general muster
on the quarter-deck of each vessel.

JouN K. MITCHELL,
Hlag-Otiicer James Liver Squadron,

Report of Captain Mitehell, O. 8, Navy, regarding the transfer of the
James River Squadron to Rear- Admiral Semmes, C. S, Navy.

o RioumMoND, February 18, 1565,

SIR: In compliance with your order of the 15th instant, I have this
day transferred the command of the James River Squadron to Rear-
Admiral Raphacl Semmes, Provisional Navy G, 8.

‘Without the remotest intention of impugning the right, nay, the
duty, of the Departinent to make any disposition it deems proper of
officers on duty without question, yet, as my removal, under the cir-
_cumstances, is at least suggestive of the idea that [it] is the result of
misconduet or misinanagement on my part in the late movement of the
squadron against the enemy, I respectfully agk that I may be informed
of any complaints against me that may have reached the Department,
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in order that an opportunity be thus afforded for explanation or vindica-
tion, while those who participated in the movement and onr whose testi-
mony [ may have to rely for justification are within couvemenc reach
-and the incidents fresh upon thelr mind,

Lavail myself of this occasion to say that I shall always be glad of

an opportunity to render myself in any way useful to the country.
I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
JOHN K. MITCHELL,
Captain, Provisional Navy C. 8.

Captain 8. S, LER,
Ofice of Orders and Detail, Navy Department, Richmond, Va.

Memorandum regarding the James River Squadron for Rear-Admiral
Semmes, C, 8. Navy.

FLAGSHIP VIRGINIA,
James River Squadron, Chaffin's Blugfl, February 19, 1865.

This squadron is composed of the following vessels:

Virginia, ironeclad; Lieutenant Comnmanding Dumnngton- undergo-
ing repairs of dmuages received on the 24th ultimo by the fire of the
enemy in Trent’s Reach; will probably be finished by the 1st-of April.

Richmond, ironclad; (Jomnmudt,r Kell, who is sick at hospital; Kirst
Lieutenant Da]ton in oharge ; in good (,Olldlth]l but torpedo dcfenses
to be refitted,

Fredericksburg, ivonclad; First Lieutenant Barbot in charge; in good
condition, but torpedo defenses to be refitted.

" Hampton, gunboat; Lieutenant Wilson, of the qunna, in charge,
Lieutenant Commanding Shepperd being at hospitaly in good condi-
tion,

Nansemond, gunboat* Lieutenant Commanding Walter R. Butt;
serviceable, but requires calkmg, ete. (See survey on her.)

Roanolke, iron gunboat; Lieutenant Commanding Polloek; undergo-
ing repairs on the ways at the navy yard, Richmond.

Beaufort, iron gunboat; Lieutenant Arledge in charge, in place of
Lieutenant Commanding Alexmnder, who is sick at the hospital; not
serviceable, except in emergencies; should be sent to navy yard to go
on the ways as soon as possible to examine propeller and rudder. (See
survey.)

Richmond’s lighter is aground opposite Ohaffin’s Bluff in shoal water.
When weather will permit she ought to be patched up so that she can
be sent to the v«n‘d to be repaired, if possible, and put in serviceable
condition. She is very rotten.

“There are two lighters on the fiats, opposite Chaflin’s, kept to raise a
sunken fire vessel near by, The ice and severe weather for a month
have prevented dnythmg being done, When raised the fire vessel
should be sent to the navy yard to be calked, where there are now three
others for the saine purpose, viz, to be put in serviceable condition as
lire vessels. They are all rotten and in such bad condition that they
require the ntmost care and watching to be kept atloat. The Navy
Department directs that they be kept prepared for use as fire vessels.
(See survey upon fire vessels.)

The steam torpedo boat Hornet, attached to the Frederickshurg, was
sunk above the graveyard by collision with the A.llison (steamer),
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Her position has been determined by dragging, and buoyed, but the
ice and severe weather have prevented any efforts being made to raise
her. 1 am inclined to think that she is not seriously damaged and
that she can be recovered by working at night under cover of our gun-
boats, and, if necessary, ot an ironclad. The position is under the fire
of the enemy’s batteries.

The Virginia’s lighter lies alongside of her and iy in good condition,

The Vzumm’s (flag-officer’s) barge is undergoing repairs at navy yard.

There i8 reason to apprehend that the enemy has placed torpedoes
below Cox’s Landing ; so reports Pilot Moore and the master of the
flag of-truce boat Allison.

It has been my intention, as soon as the ice will permit, to replace

the booms that were carri ied away above Kingsland Creek by thelate
freshet, and to let the north end rest under cover of the picket line in
front of Chaflin’s work\. .

Your attention is called to the report of examination of the condition
of the obstructions in ngsl ind Reach; also to the reports of Lieuten-
ant Kennon ot self-acting torpedoes p‘la(,ed by him opposite or near
Batteries Semmes and Dantzler. They were washed away by the late
freshet, or are perfectly harmless, the squadron having passed over
their beds twice, An electric torpedo has been placed opposite to and
with wires conne(,tmg it with Battery Semmes,

There are two picket stations above Battery Semmes, occupied by
the squadron at night, when the picket boats can not run on acconnt
of ice or other causes, -

Only two gunboats being available for patrol duty, but one is run at
night, the other being kept as the relief,

The gener:l instructions for patrol and picket boats, to be found in
the General Order Book, wxll show the measures adopted to watch the
enemy and preveit a surpmse movement on his part.

The only available steam torpedo boat for picket service is the Wasp,
attached to the Virginia,

The steam tug 7Torpedo, Lieutenant Commanding Roberts, is also
attached to the squadron temporarily; she belongs to the submarine
defense service of Jamnes River, Lieuntenant Commanding Jones, She
is in good condition, and every Thursday relieves the regular mail boat
Shrapnel, which layﬁ by for clearing and overhauling,

Respeottully submitted, by your obedient servant,
Jno. K. MI'I‘OHELL,
Late Hlag-Officer James River Squadron.

Rear-Admiral RAPHAEL SEMMES, Provisional Navy 0. S,
Jomnanding g James River 8¢ plallmm.

P. S.—Since the foregoing was penned the steamer. Schultz has Deen
blown up by a torpedo just below the bluft at Bishop’s, 60 yards from
the south bank, probably one of those placed by Lleuteu.tnt Kennon
and drifted from its original position.

J. K. M.,
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Sea officers in James River Squ(ul'r(m.

Otlicera. Vessel to whichattached.: ! Remarh .

First Liculenants,

1
t
i
i
]

J \\' ])unnln 4 TT) D .. (,mmlmnlling Virginin..
soShepperd..oooooiiiiiall Commanding llmn]mm Sick, Febraary 12; hospital,
lI ll Dalton ... ool Richinond oo, o. 0% In vluug.'c
J. W.Alexander (,mnmum\htg Beniifort .. Hospital.
W R, Butb .oooooooiiiiil e © Comdi: Nihsemond .
W, W PollocK, ooveoeiiiaaiiios o0 ol Commanditg Roanoke. . Hospltal,
A Barbot oo Fredericksburg. ... ...
Albert G, llml;;hm ........................ “ Richimond v, ...,
W, W, Roberts... .oooooiiiiee . Commanding Torpedo ..
J D WSO e on e Virgindn, ..ol H.\m ton, temporarily.
G, HoAvledgo ......... ceeeeeevee o Fredoticksbwrg. oo Ll Comdg. Beaufort, teniporarily.
I, B, Littlo;mgu ......................... T
LoRCHIL o - Riehmond .........
' L. Skinner...oiiiieiia.s N i Fredevicksburg,........ Virginia, tomporarily,
Second Lieutenants. ' .
WL P Mason,...... RN Cereeiaeneas .- A Vir rinfa....... e ¢ Huspltal,
Danlol Lrigp. . FN . . l‘,\pmlition with Lisiit. Kennon,
W, W, Rcu(l i
T, P, Bell.
C. Gormloy . ..
H,o 8, Cooktveesnnnnvenann i Ceeeanin Ri l*ledm'iol\almu,, ........
TL WengE e e P Richimond ..o
W, B, Shippey .......L.. verererirnatioban Lo Virgindn ..ol
. B L(linhm'mlgh ...... R P A0 vyeeeivnineene o Dotached, on indefintic leave,
Pagsed Midshipmen,
1, l{ (}1 Bieroevanoennnsnsnasionannes caed Vivginln......
108 \l llwman ( O viiiiianiiaiins I
I L1 A N WO svunivionens U Ordnanes ofieer,
L, M, Rootes. .. . 3 Fmdurlokalmlg 1
J. AL Peters,... .of Richwmond ..., |
H. H, l‘\-aou. ...... T 0 d).'...... ..... S
J. B Ratelitt. ... ... eerreeteeettestaenh b Nansemond . ............
Midshipmen.
l~...Konnutt Cerreeere e enenes [\’hblnm..... ............ .
B, S, Johmsom .o.ovieii..., T P e L - Expedition with Lieut, Kennow
W. S, Davidson ......... B et | [ R
B Placos.oo. i, eetieieeeaeaa] Frwlurlckalmrg
K, 0 Machon ....... Rlollm‘ou(l‘.............; Hospltal,
Muster's Mates, 1
Jas, 1y Ln)tml.........“.......... ...... . Vir'inia Civiiesseassee. Hoapital,
AB, Alheriaon. . .. . Viu.‘inin liﬁhtm' . (.lmr;,o of Higliter, .
W A Latnkin ... Fraderickaburg
§ Szu‘lﬂ,glna. ias ) PRI 1 1) N IR
Kootes. . ... P . . l ‘l
ad..

limnptou
cevenlo L .

eledwas 0..;..............

Nausemond. ..... Cidves Hosplud.
JeweeilO yevannninin,
S, D Simpsou............................. Roanoke.......coveiin .
L Bowdoin eenenone oo, eeiieereriauhiin R [ T e
WoR ROWE. - vvvsei tiieveenaineaaiiesess| Beaufort. ..o, .
LSmith....... ..... eieeiideieeaas D B | R T T
G, l'nﬂlel.................... ...... PR Ty | [| U G N

W.Smithi ...... eiriisenaeenesreiinsresss] Torpedo il l"los‘pi'tii'l;
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[Telegram.)
FLORENCE, 8. C.], February 19, 1865,

I am at this place, en route for Wilmington with my comnnmd, about,
400 men and officers, to be tendered you for battery service. Is Wil
mington still mtavt? Please answer immediately to this place and to
Marion Oourt-llouse,

J. R, TUCKER,
Flag-Oflicer, O. S, Navy.
General BRrRAGG,

[ Endorsement.]

Come ol with your force,
R, I,
M, G-

["Telogram,)
Fork ROADS, February 20, 1865,

I telegmphod Commodore Pinkney asking him to organize all the
"naval forees in his department and those from Oharleston into one
command under his charge, and assign them to duty at the batteries
at the obstructions, taking the surplus as an infantry support, It is
desirable to have every man who can bear arms, and I hope the Com-
modore will doit. Colonel Gaillard can be ordered on other duty, and
his troops assigned to duty in the line. Keep me advised of H(mgood’s
movements, hee him about it, I have had no answer,
R. I, HOkF,
. Major-General,
Major PARKER.

Ielogram. |
WHI'!‘luVILL]u,’ N. G.|, February 21, 3(;).
Tclegmm reoeived I have 350 s(ulors unused to nm‘ohmg, no
artillery or transportatlon for stores or baggage. llave a train here
~on which I propose to move to Oheraw, [S O.], and thence to Charlotts,
[N. O.]. All store trains are going back. I do not think the small
forve can check enemy, and propose leaving in any direction \J}ﬁ-thlllk '
best after sending my sick trains, Please answer nnnwdmtely o |
would suggest the Cheraw route for the sake of tmnsport'ltiml for
~baggage.
J. R, ’l‘n(:KER,
_ Flag-Ofhcer, Commanding.
General BraAGa,

{ Telegr A, ]

WHITEVILLE, [N, C. Js Fcbruar y o1, 1865,
(Received b 30 a,m.)

seen the. :-»upermtcndent of this road, Oaptain Dra ; who
: ave occurred since your tele;,ram of the 19th which
in his opmmn precludes the arrival of my train. Pleaqe answer imme:
diately at this pomt 1t it is proper tor me to come on.
- J. R, TUOKFR,
Flag-Officer.

General R. K. HOkR,
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Unaflicial letter from Licutenant By ggleston, O, 8. Marine Corps, regarding
general Confederate matters,

C. 8. 8. FREDERIUKSBURG,
James River Squadron, February 27, 1865,

My DuAr Siv: L have intended writing for some time, bub lmve not
done so from the fact that the mail communications have beon ‘so
interrupted for some tlme, ‘but I now believe I have a_sate conveyance
lor some letters, and will avail myself of it and write several. Our
allairs do not look very bright at present. The bad turn things have
taken dates, in my belief, from the removal of General Johnston from
command of the Army ot Tennessee. Sherman since that time has
moved wherever he pleased, and after sweeping through the State of
G worgla., unobstructed zmlmost is now endeavoring to close in the rear
of Richmond, compelling us to evacuate Oharleston and, in fact, the
entire State of South Oarolina. The loss of the country would be of
little moment did it not interfere so seriously with the supplies for this
army, which have to be drawn from southwest Georgia, ''he northern
half .of Virginia, including the rich Shenandoah Valley, has been made
a desert waste by the ravages of war, and North (;xrolum and Vir-
ginia together c¢ould not support an fumy of 20,000 men. We oxpect
to hear of a battle daily between our forces and Sherman and hope for
the best results since General Johnston has been placed in command
of our forces, On the lines around Richmond everything is very quiet,
Grant evidently waiting for Sherman to accomplish his purpose before
he moves, If we succeed in whipping Sherman everything will then
be well,

Our squadron, consisting of the ironclads Vugmm, Richmond, and
this vessel, on the 23d ultimo proceeded down the river some 10 miles,
and but tor the timidity ot the pilots on the Virginia and Richmond
would have changed the entire phase of the war in this gection, our object
being nothing less than the division of Grant’s army into three parts
and the destruction of his water base at 01ty Leint. - We were to go
through their ob%tvuctmns, and after running through their ponboon
bridge some 15 mlles below, would have left one ironclad to eruise up
and down the river to prevent them from communicating with each
other. The other two would liave gone down to City Point some 40
miles farther, and there obstructed the channel with sunkeil vessels so
thatit would have been impossible for them to have removed them under
the fire of the ironclad that would have been left to ‘prevent them, while
the other ironclad would have been free to run up the Appomat.tox,
Grant's army would thus have been cut in three parts with no prospect
of bemg able to communicate with each other. Our army would then
have been able to mass and crush each part in detail.

This vessel passed through the Yankee obstruction at 1..50 a,.ﬂm.,
and we all flattered ourselves that every difficulty hud been overcome.
enemy’s fire from their mortars had been quite troublesome for
some: time, but their heavy guns had not struck us once, —After wait-

ing for the other vessels for about an hour and seeing nothing of them,
our captain sent me in o small boat to report to the commodore that
wo were safely through and ask if we should wait any longer. I went
up to the obstructions, and seeing nothing of them, continued for some
distance before 1 came to them. After reporting, the commodore
ordercd me to return without delay and say to our captain that both
tha other vessels were agrouid and would not be able to get off before
11 a. m, the next day. This compelled our abandonment of all ideas of
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success, for the first requisite was a complete surprise, and before the
next night they would have time to concentrate a large fleet above City
Point. We came up the river some 14 miles, and at daylight the enemy
had an easy range from his shore batteries of 100 and 200 pounder Par-
rotts on the veéssels that were aground. The pm]ectilc had no effect at
1,100 yards, but a double-turreted monitor, seeing their helpless condi-
tlon, came within 1,000 ymds and opened wnth XTand XV inch guns,
The X V-inch were the only « ones that did any damage, and they did not
penetrate, but crushed in 6 inches of iron and 28 inches of wood, The
splinters killed 6 and wounded 14 men. Projectiles of this weight will
penetrate any 1ron(,lad that has ever been built, I believe.

This squadron is now commanded by Admiral bcmmes, late of the
Alabama. He is a small man, nothing p.ntl(,ul.n'ly strlkmg in his
appearance except his eye, which is very fine and piercing., I think
his. reputation will suffer with the country in having accepted this
command, for he has not room here to fight as large vessels as these are,

* * * * * i(’ *

I remain, very truly, yours, ete.,
B, T, INGGLESTON.
Judge R. J. 'TOWNES,
Austin City," Tex,

['Telogram.}

FAYBLTEVILLE, [N. Q.), Fe bru(m; 27, 1865,

1 have received orders to report at Richmond with my entire com-
mand. I shall leave at once with those here.  Will you order Lieuten-
ant Commanding Evaus, with his detachment, to xeport at Richmond
also?

J. R. TUCKER,
o Flag-Oficer, O, AS Navy.

General BRAGC or General HOKE,

e et et e s i

Special order of General Bm(/(/, 0. 8, Army, regarding movements of tlw
Jorces under Iis command.

SPECIAL ()mmus, - }l])QRS. Drrr, OF NoOR1H (JARQLINA -
No. 59 _ Hinston, Mareh 10, 18(».;

nandm g troops from Army of North-

ern \’u' , ‘111 move with them early to-morrow morning by high-
way to C oldqboro. - Such as are unable to march will be nnmcdmtelv
sent to the depot for transpovtatxon by rail.

IL. Major-General R. I, Hoke, with his own (Ilvmon and Bmgadier
General Baker's command, will cross the Neuse to- morx'ow, de%troymg
the communication in hi. rear. 'He will forward .to Goldsboro, as rip-
idly as possible, by rail;all dlsabled men and valuable stores, and move
: i mmand to tlmt point as soon as this object is accomphqhed

nsported by daylight on 12th instant or
iroo)8 mustbe es royed and the command will maxch
via (xoldsboro ‘to Smithfield, [N.C.J.
~ III, The Sl\bh North Oarolina Cavalry and Ua,pta.m Chesnut’s squ&d
rou, Second South Oarolina Oavalry, will report to Major General Hoke.
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1V. The different staft departinents at the post of Kinston will leave,
under Major-General Hokc’s orders, by rail, ] ;

V, Captain Price, C. 8. Navy, comm.mdmg G. 8. S. Neuse, is desired
to cover Major- (x(,ner.ll Hoke’s movements, and, if practieable, before
saerificing his vessel, to move down the river by way of diversion, and
make the loss of his vessel as costly to the enemy as possible.

VI. Headquarters will be removed to Goldsboro to morrow.

By order of (xeneral Bragg: ‘

IS, PARKER,
Acting Assistant Aajutant-General.

Order of the Secretary of the Nuvy to Rear-Admiral Semmes, C. S, Navy,
Jor the destruction of the vessels of his command on the waczm(wn of
Richmond.

-

CONFEDERATE STATES OF AMERICA,
Freoutive Office, Richmond, Va., April 2, 1865,

Sir: General Lee advises the Government to withdraw from this
city, and the officers will leave this evening accordingly.

I presume that General Lee has advised you of this and of his move-
ments, and made suggestions as to the disposition to be made of your
squadron, He withdraws from his lines toward Danville this night;
and, unless otherwise directed by Genoral Lee, upon you is devolved
the duty of destroying your ships this night, and with all the forces
under your ecommand mning General Tee, ékmier with him, if prae-
ticable, before destroying them, A

Let your people be ratlonul ay far as possible for the march and
armed and equipped for duty in the field.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
3. l\. MALLORY,
Seerctary of the Navy.

Rear-Admiral RAPHABL SEMMES,

Uommanding James River Squadron, /
s

Letter from. Ma}or General Lomax, C, S, Arm I/, to Rear- A dmiral Semmes,
U. N, Nuavy, regarding the cnoampmcnt of his command near Dan-
ville, Va.

HEADQUARTERS Fom,hs,
])«mnl!e, April 12, 1865—1 p. m,

‘\DMIRAL Pursu‘ult to lnstru(,tx ~ ‘General Be(mregard you
\nll encamp your command £ milés from tlna‘fplcu,e and await further
otders,  You will send 200 men to Pelham Station, [N. C.|, as a guard
for stor(,s, to report to General Ruggles, Place pickets well out from-
yourecamp.,

3y or(lerMa_ior'(}enex‘al Lomax:

WaLtTeR K, MART]N
' Assistant A({)’llt(t?t: General,
Admix' U SEMMES,
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Order of General Beauregard, C. S. Armz/, to Brigadier-General Semmes,
commanding naval brzgade, to assist in protection of stores.

HEADQUARTERS,
Greensboro, N. Ci April 16, 1865—1 o’clock p..m.

GENERAL: (xcuu'al Beauregard directs that you move with your
brigade to the breik in the railroad about 12 miles from this point and
act as a guard to the stores,

You will give all the assistance in your power in unloading stores
dnd transferring them to the south side of the creek, and then reload-
ing them.

1 am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
(AEORGE WM, BRERT,
Colonel and Assistant Adjutant- Genorwt.

Brigadier-General SEMMES,
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